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NOTE  TO  VOLUME  tt 

The  author  haa  delayed  the  pablication  of  thiB 
work  that  he  might  have  bccbbs  to  the  volumes  of  the 
"  Official  Records  of  the  Civil  War," — so  far  as  they 
relate  to  General  Folk — is  their  completeneBS.  ThiB 
was  necessary  for  the  correction  of  errors  of  state- 
ment occorring  in  nearly  all  histories  of  the  war 
issued  prior  to  the  completion  of  the  volnmes  deal- 
ing with  the  Atlanta  campai^  ri891]>  &nd  in  some 
of  more  recent  date. 

As  an  illostration,  the  author  would  refer  particu- 
larly to  the  valuable  work  of  that  distinguished  for- 
eigner, the  Comte  de  Paris,  and  also  to  Professor 
Copp^e's  "  Life  of  General  Thomas." 

He  begs  leave  to  return  his  especial  thanks  to 
Major  Qeorge  B.  Davis,  of  the  Board  of  Publication, 
and  also  to  General  Marcus  J.  Wright,  of  this  bureau, 
to  whom  every  Confederate  soldier  owes  a  debt  of 
gratitude. 


331931 
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CHAPTER  I. 

the  stbdggle  for  h18s0uri  and  kentuckt, 
July  to  October,  1861. 

Leonldaa  Polk  major^enersl  li)  the  Confederate  army,  OHSlgiied  to 
mand  of  Department  No.  2,  July  1,  1B61. —  Its  importance.— 
bw>pa. —  Oeneral  Qldeon  Pillov. —  Qeneral  ZoUieoffer.— Union  feeUng 
tu  East  TenneHBee. —  Propoeed  invaalon  of  Ulssonrl. —  Genenila  Hardee, 
HoCnlloDgh,  and  Price.— Battle  of  Wilson's  Creek.— Oeneral  Polk's 
command  enlarged. —  Plans  for  defense  of  MlMlmlppl  River. — Ken- 
tneky's  neutrality.- Selies  ColnmboB,  Eentnckr.— Protest— Answer. 
—  Correspondence. —  Oeneral  Hardee  ordered  to  the  river. —  Qeneisl 
Jeft.  TbompsOD.- Qeneral  Polk's  movements  contribute  greatiy  to 
Price's  sueoess  In  MissoorL  , 

Oq  the  25th  of  Jane,  1861,  Leonidas  Polk  was  com- 
missioned  a  major-geaeral  in  the  provisional  army  of 
the  Confederate  States,  and  on  July  4  he  was  assigned 
to  the  eonmiand  of  Department  N^o.  2,  with  headquar- 
ters at  Memphis,  Tenn.  '  This  department  embraced  the 
whole  of  what  was  known  as  West  Tennessee ;  the  town 
of  Corinth,  Miss.,  with  the  adjacent  country ;  a  small 
strip  of  Alabama  extending  A^m  the  town  of  Waterloo 
on  the  west  to  that  of  Stevenson  on  the  east ;  the  conn- 
ti^  of  the  States  of  Mississippi  and  Arkansas  adjacent 
to  the  Mississippi  River;  the  riparian  parishes  of  Loui- 
siana north  of  the  Red  River  ^  and  a  section  of  the 
State  of  Arkansas,  including  the  counties  bonlering 
the  Mississippi  and  the  districts  lying  to  the  north  and 
east  of  the  White  and  Black  rivers.    To  the  general  in 
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command  of  this  department  the  Confederate  Govern- 
ment committed  the  defense  of  the  Mississippi  River. 

Genend  Polk  was  well  aware  that  he  had  been  assigned 
to  the  most  important  military  position  in  the  Confed- 
eracy. He  felt  sure  that  the  southern  States  could  with- 
stand any  force  that  might  be  brought  ag&inst  them  from 
other  directions;  but  he  knew  that  their  strength  would 
be  taxed  to  the  utmost  if  the  invading  forces  should 
advance  from  the  Northwest  by  the  way  of  the  Missis- 
sippi. That  tiie  invasion  would  ultimately,  if  not  imme- 
diately, be  made  on  that  line,  he  was  fully  persuaded, 
because,  as  the  event  proved,  it  was  the  line  which  good 
military  judgment  would  select,  and  also  because  the 
people  of  the  Northwest  were  already  crying  out  against 
the  dosing  of  the  Mississippi,  which  obstructed  their 
commerce  and  depressed  their  industries,  as  well  as  of- 
fended their  pride.  He  was  not  insensible  to  the  honor 
which  had  been  done  him  by  the  government  in  assign- 
ing him  to  the  command  of  that  department  j  hut  while 
he  appreciated  the  coufidence  reposed  in  his  judgment 
and  capacity,  he  would  have  preferred  that  the  Depart- 
ment  of  the  Mississippi  shoidd  be  committed  to  General 
Albert  Sidney  Johnston  or  to  General  Lee.  He  made 
the  strongest  representations  to  President  Davis  that 
one  of  these  accomplished  soldiers  should  have  that 
appointment ;  and,  for  reasons  which  were  urged  with 
great  clearness  and  force,  he  expressed  his  belief  that 
General  Johnston  should  be  preferred  for  that  particular 
work.  Unfortunately,  the  services  of  General  Johnston 
were  not  immediately  available,  as  that  officer  was  then 
making  his  long  journey  overland  from  California,  and 
the  date  of  his  expected  arrival  was  uncertain.  General 
Lee  was  needed  in  Virginia,  and  the  support  of  General 
Joseph  Johnston  and  General  Beauregard  was  felt  to  be 
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indispeDBable  in  view  of  the  then  impending  attack  on 
Richmond.  President  Davie  therefore  insisted  that  Gen- 
eral Polk  must  accept  command  in  the  Department  of 
the  Mississippi,  at  least  ontil  Gleaeral  Albert  Sidney 
Johnston  should  arrive ;  and,  relying,  as  we  have  seen, 
on  the  assurance  that  he  should  be  relieved  at  the  ear- 
liest time  which  should  be  consistent  with  the  public 
safety,  he  assumed  command  on  July  13,  1861. 

The  difficulties  with  which  he  had  to  contend  were 
very  great.  The  militaa  of  the  State  of  Tennessee  had 
not  yet  been  transferred  to  the  Confederate  army,  and 
the  only  troops  which  were  legally  onder  his  aulborify 
were  a  few  re(fiments  at  Corinth  and  some  unarmed  com- 
panies in  Memphis  and  Vicksburg ;  but  until  a  regular 
and  legal  transfer  could  be  made,  the  Tennessee  author- 
ities consented  that  the  State  troops  should  serve  under 
General  Polk's  orders.  Within  the  limits  of  the  Depart- 
ment there  were  about  ten  thoneand  men  of  this  descrip- 
tion, but,  notwithstanding  the  most  energetic  efforts  of 
their  commander,  General  Pillow,  many  of  them  were 
without  arms,  and  ordnance  supplies  of  all  sorts  were 
Btill  entirely  inadequate.  To  these  deficiencies  General 
Polk  first  tnmed  his  attention,  and,  with  the  assistance 
of  Captain  Richard  Hunt  as  ordnance  ofi&eer,  he  soon 
had  that  branch  of  the  service  in  workmg  order.  Com- 
missariat supplies  were  more  easily  provided,  as  the 
crops  were  abandant  j  but  the  supply  of  money,  or  any 
substitute  for  money,  was  so  insufficient  that  Polk  was 
obbged  to  purchase  many  necessaries  for  l^e  troops  on 
the  faith  of  his  petBonal  credit ;  and  for  some  time  the 
only  money  at  his  disposal  for  that  purpose  was  obtained 
by  discounting  his  personal  notes  of  hand. 

While  on  his  way  from  Richmond  to  assume  com- 
mand of  his  department.  General  Polk  passed  throi^h 
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£!ast  Tennessee,  and  he  availed  himself  of  that  oppor- 
tunity bo  investigate  the  condition  of  affairs  there. 
Unlike  the  middle  and  western  portions  of  the  State,  the 
people  of  East  Tennessee  had  been  generally  opposed  to 
secession,  and  after  the  adoption  of  the  Ordinance  of 
Secession  a  majority  of  them  showed  a  strong  disposi- 
tioQ  to  resist  the  anion  of  their  part  of  the  State  with 
the  Confederacy.  "With  few  exceptions,  the  monntain- 
eers  of  Kentucky  and  Western  Virginia  were  in  active 
sympathy  with  the  Unionists  of  Kast  Tennessee  in  their 
hostility  to  the  Confederacy.  The  principal  railroad 
connecting  Polk's  department  with  Virginia  passed 
through  the  disaffected  region;  and  it  was  therefore 
of  the  first  importance  that  the  administration  of 
that  district  should  he  committed  to  competent  hands. 
On  reaching  Nashville,  therefore,  he  held  a  consultation 
with  Governor  Harris,  after  which  he  sent  a  telegraphic 
dispatch  to  the  Confederate  Government  nrging  that  no 
time  should  be  lost  in  sending  a  Bufftitient  force  under  a 
good  commander  into  East  Tennessee.  The  ofBccr  whom 
Genend  Polk  recommended  was  General  ZoUicoffer,  a 
man  of  quiet  and  reserved  demeanor,  under  which,  how- 
ever, be  concealed  an  abundance  of  real  kindness  and 
humanity.  He  was  a  man  with  whom  no  one  of  any 
rank  would  be  likely  to  take  a  hberty,  and  yet  there 
was  not  a  soldier  in  his  command  who  wonld  have  hesi- 
tated to  approach  him  with  a  complaint  of  any  real 
grievance,  or  who  doubted  that,  if  he  did  so,  he  would 
be  heard  with  patience  and  treated  with  juBtice.  ZoUi- 
coffer was  a  man  of  method,  and  his  habits  of  order 
were  speedily  applied  to  the  conduct  of  pubhe  affairs  in 
the  delicate  position  to  which  the  government,  at  Gen- 
eral Polk's  request,  appointed  him.  He  eared  little  for 
temporary  popularity,  and  he  was  one  of  those  men 


n,g,t,7.dt,'G00glc 


.^t.551       DISAFFECTED  TENNE8SEAN3.  6 

whoBe  merits  are  best  seen  in  times  of  trial  and  danger. 
He  fell  on  the  field  o(  battle  before  he  had  had  an  oppor- 
tunity to  prove  his  military  talents,  but  many  of  his 
contemporaries  believed,  and  some  of  them  still  believe, 
that  he  was  the  ablest  military  commander  whom  the 
State  of  Tennessee  at  that  time  gave  to  the  cause  of  the 
Confederacy.  Hi  a  appointment  was  a  great  rehef  to  Gen- 
eral Polk,  whose  most  pressing  anxieties  at  that  moment 
were  connected  with  the  condition  of  affairs  in  East 
Tennessee  and  in  Missouri.  Having  provided  for  the 
former,  he  proceeded  to  Memphis  with  a  sense  of  secu- 
rity, at  least  upon  his  right  flank.  He  desired,  however, 
that  this  security  should  be  established  by  moral  influ- 
ences rather  than  by  mihtary  force ;  and  on  hie  arrival 
at  Memphis  he  lost  no  time  in  inviting  a  deputation  of 
citizens  belonging  to  the  western  part  of  the  State  to 
visit  and  confer  with  the  leaders  of  the  disaffected  party 
in  Eastern  Tennessee.  In  a  letter  to  the  gentlemen 
whom  be  selected  for  this  delicate  mission,  he  wrote : 

I  am  aaiasfied  UtaX  many  of  our  f ellow-cotmtiTmen  in  East 
Tennessee  have,  by  the  coarse  of  events,  been  forced  into 
occupying  a  poeition  in  regard  to  the  question  pending' be- 
tween the  North  and  the  South  which  is  hardly  in  keeping  with 
th^  natural  relations,  and  from  which  it  is  oitr  duty,  in  a 
spirit  of  magnanimity,  to  do  what  we  can  to  reUere  them. 
Without  entering  into  the  question  at  issue,  I  feel  confident 
that,  if  they  are  assured  by  their  southern  fellow-coimtrynien 
of  their  disposition  to  treat  them  with  kinduesB,  and  to  re- 
speet  their  manly  feelings,  while  they  are  making  provision 
for  the  protection  of  our  own  Tennessee  soil  against  invasion 
from  the  North,  they  will  have  no  reason  to  feel  ag^Tieved 
by  the  presence  of  troops  in  their  midst.  They  must  see  that 
the  policy  of  the  United  States  Government  is  to  overrun 
and  subjugate  us,  and  they  also  know  that  they  are  threaten- 
ing to  do  Una  through  the  passes  ot  the  Tennessee  Mountains. 
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Wb&t  are  we  to  do,  then  T  But  one  thing  u  left  ns,  and  that 
is  to  pla£e  troops  at  all  of  those  points  at  which  we  are  most 
exposed.  This,  assuredly,  in  tlie  face  of  the  facts  alladed  to, 
should  fonn  do  joet  ground  for  oompUint  on  the  part  of  any 
candid  men  of  sense.  It  is  upon  every  account  desirable  that 
no  irritating  language  or  any  offensive  bearing  should  be  mani- 
fested by  the  troops  toward  the  citizens  of  East  Tennessee  or 
elsewhere,  and  the  commanders  will  doubtless  see  that  this  b 
not  done.  Your  well-known  character  and  position  in  rela- 
tion to  the  public  qnestions  which  have  agitated  us  make  it,* 
in  my  opinion,  a  very  proper  offloe  for  you  to  perform,  to  go 
to  onr  fellow-citizens  of  East  Tennessee,  and,  with  fraternal 
words  and  unfeigned  kindness,  to  endeavor  to  advise  them 
to  waive  their  opposition  to  the  decision  of  the  majority  of 
tlie  voters  of  the  State,  and  to  become  hereafter,  as  hereto- 
fore, with  us  a  united  band  of  brothers, 

Noither  Missouri  nor  Kentucky  had  been  included  in 
General  Polk's  department;  and  although  he  had  re- 
ceived no  Bpecifle  orders  concerning  those  States,  it  was 
understood  that  they  were  not  to  be  entered  by  Confed- 
erate troops  unless  such  a  movement  should  be  rendered 
necessary  by  some  action  of  the  Federal  (roverument. 
In  Kentucky  the  State  authorities  were  still  maintaining 
an  attitude  of  neutrality,  which  for  the  present  offered 
some  sUgbt  guarantee  of  security  in  that  quarter^  but 
Missouri  was  practically  in  the  hands  of  the  Federal 
Government.  Price  had  been  driven  with  tiie  State 
forces  into  the  sontliwestem  comer  of  Missouri,  where 
he  had  formed  a  junction  with  the  Confederate  troops 
under  MeCullough.  Polk  saw  that  it  was  necessary  to 
create  a  diversion  in  Price's  favor,  and,  at  the  same  time, 
to  turn  the  attention  of  the  Federals  as  much  as  poasihle 
away  from  the  Mississippi  River,  in  order  to  gain  time 
to  perfect  his  preparations  for  its  defense.  He  therefore 
determined  to  threaten  St.  Louis  from  the  direction  of 
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the  Irooton  Railroad.  Hardee,  who  had  just  been  as- 
signed to  the  couunand  of  nortjiem  Arkaosas,  t^reed  to 
cooperate  in  the  movement  to  the  extent  of  his  ability, 
and  Piilow  was  ordered  to  occupy  New  Madrid  on  the 
Uissouri  shore,  from  which  point  he  would  have  before 
him  the  most  practicable  road  into  the  interior.  While 
these  preparations  were  in  progress,  the  Governor  of 
Missouri  arrived  at  Memphis,  on  his  way  to  Richmond, 
for  the  purpose  of  securing  a  prompt  interference  by 
the  Confederates  in  the  affairs  of  his  State.  He  came 
directly  from  the  camps  of  McCullough  and  Price ;  and 
Polt,  fully  accepting  his  account  of  their  forces  as 
autbeutjc  and  reliable,  agreed,  in  the  terms  of  the  fol- 
lowing letter  to  the  Confederate  Secretary  of  War,  to 
extend  the  scope  of  the  campaign ; 

July  23. 
The  Governor  of  Tennessee  ie  still  waiting  for  information 
he  has  been  soliciting,  as  I  understand  him,  from  the  War 
Department  as  to  certain  details,  before  be  transfere  his 

In  the  mean  time  be  oonsents  to  allow  that  army  to  be  di- 
reeted  by  me  in  certain  operations  I  deem  now  expedient 
in  Miationri.  I  have  therefore  directed  Gleneral  Pillow  to 
detaeb  from  the  force  in  the  western  district  of  Tennessee  a 
cotnmn  of  6000  troops  of  various  arms,  and  to  make  a  move- 
ment on  Missouri  throi^h  New  Madrid.  He  will  be  joined, 
90  soon  as  be  lands,  by  3000  Miasourians,  now  posted  near 
that  place,  and,  as  he  goes  forward,  by  other  forces  that  are 
prepared  to  come  to  him.  Governor  Jackson  arrived  here 
yesterday  while  my  preparations  were  in  progress,  and  I  shall 
find  him  willing,  I  think,  instead  of  proceeding  to  Richmond, 
as  he  was  intending,  to  return  to  Missouri,  to  aid  in  raifdng 
and  eoncentrating  his  people.  (Since  writing  the  above  the 
governor  gives  his  consent  to  retom  to  Missouri  with  our 
troops.)  I  am  advised  by  General  Hardee  that  he  lb  at  Poca- 
hontas, and  will  soon  have  a  column  of  7000  men  ready  to 
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co5per»t«  with  Pillow's  column.  There  are  abont  2500  Mia- 
Bouriaus  near  him  who  will  join  him.  Qorernor  Jackson 
left  MoCullongh's  oamp,  on  the  Arkausas  line,  on  the  12th. 
MoCnllough's  force  consisted  of  6000  men-^Louieianians  and 
troops  from  Arkansas.  He  was  expecting  everjr  moment  a 
Texas  re^ment  and  an  additional  Arkansas  regiment.  His 
force,  i  learn,  is  well  distributed  as  to  the  different  descrip- 
tions of  arms.  Near  him  is  General  Price,  twelve  miles  dis- 
tant, with  a  force  of  12,000  Missourians,  ready  to  cooperate 
with  him.  This  column  of  25,000  men  I  am  in  communi- 
cation with.  They  will  advance  on  the  enemy's  position 
(Springfield),  where  I  learn  Qeneral  Lyon  has  concentrated 
the  principal  part  of  bis  force,  say  10,000  or  12,000  men.  In 
the  mean  time  I  shall,  on  Saturday  next,  direct  the  column 
of  which  I  have  spoken,  under  Qeneral  Pillow,  to  cross  the 
river  to  New  Madrid,  and  take  up  the  Une  of  march  into 
Missouri  for  Ironton.  He  will  be  joined  by  3000  Missourians, 
now  near  New  Madrid,  very  fairly  armed  and  equipped,  and 
by  the  time  he  is  ready  to  move  I  shall  send  him  two  other 
re^ments  (Martin's  and  Bowen's),  both  of  which  are  nearly 
ready  for  the  field.  With  this  force  of  11,000,  having  as 
a  part  of  its  appointmeuts  three  batteries  complete,  with  two 
extra  guns,  he  will  find  no  difficulty  in  reaching  the  point  in- 
dicated. At  that  point  he  will  be  joined  by  Qeneral  Hardee, 
with  a  column  of  7000,  who  will  move  about  the  same  time 
from  Pocahontas.  They  are  directed  to  pass  in  behind  Lyon's 
force  by  land,  or  to  proceed  to  St.  Louis,  aeize  it,  and,  tak- 
ing possession  of  the  Iwats  at  that  point,  to  proceed  up  the 
river  Missouri,  raising  the  Missourians  as  they  go,  and,  at 
snob  point  as  may  appear  most  suitable,  to  detach  a  force  to 
cut  off  Lyon's  return  from  the  West.  Any  supporting  force 
that  may  become  necessary  I  will  draw  from  Arkansas,  from 
whence  I  am  promised  10,000  additional  troops  at  an  early 
day.  I  shall  draw  three  of  the  regiments  to  go  with  Pillow 
from  Union  City,  and  shall  order  up  the  three  Mississippi 
regiments,  under  General  Clark,  to  replace  them.  Qeneral 
Clark's  headquarters  will  be  transferred  to  Union  City. 
Qeneral  Cheatham  will  accompany  Qeneral  Pillow. 
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As  to  the  force  on  this  rade  the  riv^,  Oovernor  Harris  is 
increaaiiig  it  by  fresh  oooessioiis,  and  it  will  in  a  few  dsyB  be 
as  strong  as  it  was  before  we  sent  forward  the  five  regiments 
you  called  for.  I  find,  too,  I  could  strengthen  it  very  mate- 
rially by  diawing  men  from  Kentucky  and  organizing  them  on 
the  border,  and  I  may  add  that  every  man  we  draw  out  of 
Kentuohy  relieves  us  from  drawing  by  ao  much  on  Tennessee 
and  the  States  south  of  as.  I  snbmit  to  the  Department, 
therefore,  whether  facilities — extra  facilities — shotild  not  be 
placed  at  oar  disposal  for  drawing  a  force  from  Kentucky. 

Ab  to  Bird's  Point  and  Cairo,  I  know  the  exact  force  there 
to  be  about  five  thousand  men,  divided  between  the  two 
places.  I  have  also  information  that  they  are  short  of  men  in 
Illinois,  Indiana,  and  Ohio,  who  could  be  spared  now  to  give 
support  to  Cairo.  Besides  that,  they  are  without  arms.  I 
have  no  apprehension,  therefore,  of  any  strong  support  being 
sent  to  that  point  while  I  am  operating  in  Missouri,  or  that 
they  could  send  in  any  force  strong  enough  in  my  rear  to  be 
formidable.  Added  to  that,  my  forces  at  Union  City  and 
Randolph  wilt  hold  them  in  check.  If,  as  I  think,  I  can  drive 
the  enemy  from  Missouri  with  the  force  indicated,  I  will  then 
entor  Illinois  and  take  Cairo  in  the  rear  on  my  return.  With 
the  prestige  of  your  great  snoocss  at  Manassas,  the  spirits  of 
our  troops  are  high,  and  we  trust  we  may  count  on  favorable 


On  July  28  General  Pillow  occupied  New  Madrid  with 
a  force  of  six  thousand  meu,  defectively  organized,  aud 
so  incompletely  armed  that  several  re^meuts  were  almost 
without  a  gun.  These  deficiencies  were  accepted  as  de- 
fects which  might  be  speedily  remedied,  but  other  ob- 
stacles of  a  more  serious  nattire  were  now  encountered. 
No  sooner  had  the  step  been  talien  than  General  Polk 
began  to  see  that  there  were  serious  if  uot  insuperable 
difilcnlties  in  the  way  of  an  extended  movement  into 
Missouri  at  that  time.  The  only  forces  under  his  own 
direct  command  were  Pillow's  column  at  New  Madrid. 
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Hardee  and  McGullough  were  in  command  of  indepen- 
dent departments,  and  reported  directly  to  Richmond ; 
and  while  they  would  no  doubt  have  been  permitted  to 
move  into  Missouri,  their  orders  looked  only  to  defen- 
sive measures  on  their  respective  fronts.  Hardee  was 
willing  to  cooperate  with  Polk,  but  upon  closer  esamina- 
tiou  he  found  his  resources  so  far  short  of  what  he  had 
anticipated  and  felt  to  be  necessary  to  success,  that  he 
was  constrained  to  ask  for  more  time.  It  was  learned 
that  Price's  force  was  barely  half  as  strong  as  Governor 
Jackson  bad  reported ;  and  McCiiIlongh,  declaring  that 
he  had  no  confidence  either  in  Price  or  in  his  army, 
whicii  he  described  as  a  mob  without  a  leader,  positively 
declined  to  cooperate  with  them.  In  this  state  of  affairs 
QeueraJ  Polk  was  compelled  to  return,  for  the  moment, 
to  his  original  design.  He  therefore  made  the  following 
report  to  the  Secretary  of  War ; 

July  28. 
I  had  tlie  honor  of  addressing  you  a  tew  days  ago,  inform- 
ing you  of  a  movement  I  was  contemplating  on  Miasonri.  I 
submitted  a  statement  of  what  I  understood  to  be  the  force 
which  had  been  collected  by  Oenerals  MoCullongb  and  Pearce, 
of  Arkansas,  General  Price,  of  Uissouri,  and  General  Hardee. 
The  information  submitted  was  based,  as  far  as  the  commands 
of  the  first  three  generals  are  concerned,  on  information  I 
obtained  from  Governor  Jackson,  of  Miasouri,  who  came 
direetly  from  their  respective  camps.  The  force  under  Gen- 
eral Hardee  I  obtained  from  a  letter  from  himself.  My  let- 
ter containing  the  plan  of  the  campmgn  I  submitted  was 
written  upon  the  supposition  that  this  informatioD  was  cor- 
rect. Bince  dispatching  that  letter  I  have  directed  General 
Pillow  to  move  a  column  of  six  thousand  across  the  river  to 
New  Madrid.  The  details  of  the  movement  have  been  left  to 
him,  and  the  forces  employed  were  excluHively  those  hitherto 
belonging  to  his  command.  Part  were  taken  from  Randolph 
and  part  from  Union  City.     Geueral  Cheatham  accompanied 
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him,  and  I  have  ordered  Oeneral  Clark  to  move  up  from 
Corinth  to  Unioa  City  the  two  Miasisdppi  regiments  at  that 
place,  to  replace  those  withdrawn,  and  himself  to  replace 
Oeneral  Cheatham  in  the  command  of  that  post.  I  have  not 
as  yet  heard  from  General  Pillow  the  result  of  the  movement 
beyond  Randolph.  The  boats  with  troops  from  that  point 
left  thei«  last  night. 

Since  yesterday  I  have  had  to  arrive  at  headqoarters  the 
^ntleman  who  is  the  bearer  of  this.  Colonel  Little,  adjutant- 
general  of  the  forces  of  Uissottri.  He  comes  directly  from 
Oeneral  Price's  camp.  From  him  I  learn  that  the  force  stated 
to  be  under  the  command  of  the  respective  generals  above,  as 
stated  by  Oovemor  Jackson,  is  greatly  exaggerated,  to  the 
extent,  indeed,  of  one  half.  As  a  nuUtary  man,  he  would,  of 
course,  be  likely  to  be  more  accurate  than  the  governor,  and 
his  position  of  adjutant  would  compel  him  to  know  the  extent 
of  his  own  immediate  force.  The  governor,  I  do  not  doubt, 
was  deceived,  and  withal  not  perhaps  very  critical  as  to  details. 

This  abatement  of  the  force  disposable  for  the  invasion  of 
Missouri  has  caused  me  to  pause  in  the  execution  of  the  plan 
indicated.  I  shall  proceed  to  fortify  my  position  at  New 
Madrid  with  a  view  of  making  it  a  base  of  operations,  and 
will  move  forward  as  soon  as  circumstances  may  allow. 

My  opinion  ia,  nevertheless,  that  now  is  the  time  to  operate 
in  Missouri,  if  we  are  to  do  anylliixig  toward  setting  her  on 
her  feet  again ;  and  I  am  also  satisfled  that  the  enemy  in 
Virginia  will  be  content  for  some  months  to  come  witli  their 
experiences  at  Manassas,  and  that  they  will  make  no  forward 
movement  there  very  soon.  That  will  set  them  free  to  act  in 
the  West,  and  they  will  most  probably  commence  active 
operations  in  Missouri.  In  that  event  we  must  have  addi- 
tion^ troops,  and  I  submit  whether  I  be  not  authorized  to 
collect  a  force  in  Tennessee  and  from  the  States  below 
sufficient  to  enable  as  to  act  vigorously  in  Missouri,  while  we 
maintun  a  strong  portion  in  front  of  Kentucky,  ready  for 
any  contingency  that  may  arise  in  that  quarter,  I  shall  find 
no  difficulty  in  getting  the  force  I  need  around  me  it  I  have 
the  reqniate  authority. 
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By  the  7th  of  Angnst  <3eneral  Hardee  had  organized 
a  force  of  about  3000  men  and  moved  up  to  Greenville 
in  Missouri,  reporting  to  General  Pollt  that  he  was  ready 
to  cooperate  with  General  Pillow  in  the  movement  into 
that  State.  Pillow  was  immediately  directed  to  aban- 
don New  Madrid  and  to  join  Hardee ;  and  General  Polk 
notified  MeCullough  of  the  movement,  expressing  the 
hope  that  he  might  now  see  his  way  elear  to  an  advance 
of  his  troops  with  a  view  to  the  concentration  of  all  the 
forces  in  Missouri  according  to  the  original  plan. 

While  the  military  situation  was  thus  shaping  itself 
in  southeastern  Missouri,  General  Lyon  was  concentrat- 
ing his  forces  for  an  attack  upou  General  Price,  who  lay 
to  the  south  of  Springfield,  in  the  southwestern  part  of 
the  State.  Price  had  vainly  endeavored  to  secure  McCul- 
lough's  aid  in  an  attack  upon  the  Federal  forces ;  but 
upon  the  receipt  of  General  Polk's  dispatch  MeCullough 
consented  to  take  command  of  idl  the  troops  to  be  en- 
g^ed  in  the  movement.  General  Lyon,  however,  did 
not  wait  for  his  approach,  but  advanced  to  meet  him, 
and  on  August  10  fonght  the  battle  of  Wilson's  Oeek, 
which  resulted  in  a  crushing  defeat  of  the  Pwleral  army 
and  the  death  un  tlie  field  of  its  gallant  cximmander. 
Meanwhile,  Pillow  had  thrown  forward  his  cavalry  to 
Benton,  and  his  advance  column  of  infantry  had  reached 
Sykeston ;  and  as  General  Polk  was  fully  occupied  in 
his  special  duty  of  preparing  for  the  defense  of  the 
river,  the  details  of  the  after-condgict  of  the  campaign 
were  necessarily  left  to  Hardee  and  Pillow.  These  gen- 
erals found  it  difficult  to  agree  on  a  plan  of  operations. 
Pillow  urged  a  combined  attack  on  the  forces  at  Cape 
Girardeau  and  Bird's  Point,  opposite  Cairo,  preparatory 
to  an  advance  upon  St.  Louis ;  while  General  Hardee, 
declining  this  movement,  ui^ed  a  concentration  in  front 
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of  Ironton,  the  capture  of  that  point,  and  then  an  advance 
into  the  interior  of  tho  State,  with  the  expectation  of 
cooperation  from  Price  and  McOullough.  The  latter 
was  onquestionably  the  proper  movement,  and  General 
Polk  ^ain  ordered  Pillow  to  move  out  and  join  Hardee 
in  front  of  Iroaton.  Before  this  junction  was  effected, 
however.  General  Hardee,  who  doubted  harmony  of  ac- 
tion with  General  Pillow,  whom  he  ranked,  wrote  to  Polk 
on  Angust  20:  "I  do  not  see  much  prospect  of  striking 
a  blow.  I  apprehend  that  we  are  all  too  weak,  combined, 
to  march  on  St  Louis ;  "  but  he  added,  "  I  am  ready  and 
anxiouB  to  attempt  anything  which  may  afford  the  pros- 
pect of  success."  This  dispateh,  together  with  the  more 
detailed  statements  of  Colonel  Borland,  who  came  as 
tieneral  Hardee's  envoy,  and  was  empowered  to  speak 
for  him,  satisfied  Polk  that  Hardee,  although  prepared 
for  the  movement,  was  really  opposed  to  s  further  ad- 
vance at  that  time,  because  he  had  little  confidence  in 
the  voluntary  cooperation  of  the  several  commands  upon 
which  success  depended.  Hardee  was  not  within  Polk's 
military  jurisdiction;  he  had  shown  from  tlie  first  a 
ready  willingness  to  aid  in  the  campaign  to  the  full  ex- 
tent of  his  ability ;  and  Polk  felt  that,  under  the  existing 
circumstances,  Hardee's  judgment  as  to  his  own  move- 
ments must  be  final.  Meanwhile,  in  spit«  of  the  victory 
at  Wilson's  Creek,  General  McCnllongh  reported  tliat  he 
was  in  no  condition  to  advance,  or  even  to  repel  an  attack 
of  the  enemy  if  it  should  be  made,  and  that  he  would 
therefore  be  compelled  to  fall  back  upon  Arkansas. 
Thus,  by  the  end  of  August  the  campaign  which  Polk 
had  projected  for  the  reUef  of  Missouri  came  to  an 
end.  His  own  opinion  of  the  cause  of  its  failure  was 
expressed  in  a  letter  which  he  wrote  to  Mr.  Davis  on 
Angnst  29 : 
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I  have  sow  had  ample  opportonity  to  judge  of  the  field  you 
have  asaigTied  me,  ae  well  as  of  the  fields  around  me  which 
have  been  assigned  to  other  officers  as  theaters  for  defendve 
operations,  and  I  am  well  satisfied,  from  the  workings  of  the 
existing  airangements,  that  a  ohauge  is  necessary. 

For  these  operations  to  be  directed  wisely,  harmoniously, 
and  successfully,  they  should  be  combined  from  west  to  east 
across  the  Mississippi  Valley,  and  placed  under  the  direction 
of  one  head ;  and  that  head  should  have  large  disoretionary 
powers.  Such  a  position  is  one  of  great  responsibility,  in- 
volving and  requiring  targe  experience  and  esteneive  military 
knowledge,  and  I  know  of  no  one  so  well  equal  to  the  task  as 
our  friend  General  Albert  Sidney  Johnston.  Such  an  ap- 
pointment would  cover  all  the  commands  of  the  generals  now 
operating  in  fields  nearest  the  enemy  in  the  West,  and  would 
give  universal  satisfaction.  Indeed,  actual  experience  shows 
that  all  the  generals  now  in  the  western  fields,  having  sepa- 
rate comomnds,  operate  to  great  disadvantage,  in  oonsequenoe 
of  the  want  of  a  angle  head. 

I  am  informed  our  friend  General  Johnston  is  daily  ex- 
pected. I  beg  very  respectfully,  but  earnestly,  to  nrge  upon 
you  the  expediency  of  this  appointment.  The  success  of  our 
campaign  in  this  valley  may  depend  upon  such  an  arrai^e- 
ment,  and  I  know  of  no  man  who  has  the  capacity  to  fill  the 
position,  who  could  he  had,  but  General  Johnston. 

The  reply  to  this  commuDication  was  an  order,  dated 
September  2,  extending  Polk's  command  so  as  to  em- 
brace the  State  of  Arkansas  and  all  military  operations 
in  the  State  of  Missouri,  and  with  this  order  came  Gie 
following  letter  from  the  President : 

RiOHHOHD,  Va.,  September  2, 1861. 

Jfy  dear  Oaun^ :  The  order  assigning  you  to  the  command 
of  aQ  operations  of  the  three  columns  west  of  the  Hissisnppi, 
is  decdgned  to  ^ve  a  single  head  to  the  campaign  for  the 
defense  of  Arkansas  and  the  relief  of  Missoori. 

Unity  was  a  foreseen  necessity,  and  that  constituted  a 
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snfflcieiit  reasoii  for  non-compliaace  with  tlie  numeiouB  ap- 
plications made  to  me  to  give  to  one  of  your  brigsdiera  the 
aame  mnk  which  yon  hold. 

I  regret  to  leam  that  yoa  find  an  unwillingiieBa  to  volonteer 
for  the  war.  Yon  know  the  disadvautt^re  of  tiie  constant 
repetition  of  the  scenes  ot  rackneas  and  sorrow  attendant 
upon  the  encampments  of  raw  troops.  The  efficiency  ot 
seaeoned  and  instructed  troops  can  alone  ensure  success  to 
our  army.  The  enemy  are  profiting  by  their  first  lessons. 
Would  that  oUr  people  would  leam  from  their  example. 

The  great  diffloalty  is  to  supply  arms;  we  can  get  more 
men  for  the  war  than  we  can  arm  and  equip,  so  that  we  can- 
not afford  to  arm  men  for  Bhort€r  t^rms.  If  troops  offer  to 
yon  for  twelve  months,  armed  aud  equipped,  you  can  accept 
them  for  that  term ;  but  first  you  would  do  well  to  explain  to 
them  that  it  were  better  for  them  and  for  the  cause  in  which 
we  are  engaged,  that  they  should  enter  for  the  war.  You 
must  have  a  more  cordial  eodperatioii  of  the  three  columns, 
and  to  this  end  employ  any  one  who  disturbs  the  harmony  of 
joint  action  upon  some  service  near  to  your  headquarters 
acd  under  your  more  immediate  supervision. 

Get  all  the  troops  you  can  raise  with  their  hunting-rifles ; 
they  will  make  your  best  sldnnishcrs  if  properly  organized 
and  commanded.  If  General  Pillow  be  necessary  with  the 
batteries  for  river  defense,  you  have,  in  General  Cheatham, 
a  brave  and  zealous  officer  who  will  lead  a  column  and  fully 
eodperste  with  any  other  commander  with  whom  he  may 
happen  to  do  duty,  and  whose  rank  will  entitle  him  to  com- 
mand the  whole.  Keep  me  better  advised  of  your  forces 
and  purposes.  It  is  only  when  forewarned  that  I  can  meet 
yonr  wishes  or  your  wants.  In  proportion  as  our  means  are 
small,  BO  do  we  need  to  have  long  notice. 

1  have  been  quit«  mok,  and  have  not  before  attempted  to 
write  a  letter  once  my  convalescence. 

May  God  have  you  in  his  keeping,  aud  bless  your  efforts 
with  all  deserved  success.  Sincerely  your  friend, 

Ju-FsssoN  Davis. 

Hajob-Gkhkkal  L.  Pole. 
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The  opportuuity  for  an  a^reBsive  movement  into 
Misfionri  had  by  this  time  passed.  To  meet  the  advance 
of  General  Pillow  and  General  Hardee,  General  Fremont 
Lad  collected  a  considerable  force  at  Cfuro  and  the  adja- 
cent posts  of  Cape  Girardeau  and  Bird's  Point.  Several 
giinboate  had  been  added  to  the  Federal  force,  so  that, 
ad  the  Confederates  were  without  a  single  boat,  this 
force  was  in  a  position  to  make  a  descent  upon  the  river 
at  any  moment. 

Island  No.  10  had  been  occupied  for  about  two  weeks, 
but  the  demands  upon  the  Ordnance  Department,  first 
for  Pillow's  movement  and  next  for  Zollieoffer's  new 
department  in  East  Tennessee,  had  left  only  six  guns  to 
be  placed  in  position  at  that  point  Fort  Pillow  was 
better  prepared,  but  it  could  have  offered  only  a  feeble 
resistance  to  a  combined  attack  by  water  and  land.  If 
G«neral  Polk  had  had  at  his  disposal  but  5000  of  the 
troops  which  were  then  being  sent  to  Virginia,  or  which 
were  held  on  the  coast  by  States  whose  safety  depended 
upon  the  strengthening  of  his  line  of  defense,  he  would 
have  been  able  vigorously  to  prosecute  the  campaign  in 
Missouri  without  jeopardizing  his  iHisition  on  the  river, 
and  without  risk  to  the  important  interests  of  his  depart- 
ment in  the  direction  of  Kentucky.  His  correspondence 
shows  that  he  was  keenly  alive  to  the  possibilities  of  the 
situation  and  to  their  importance  to  the  Confederacy. 
In  a  dispatch  dated  July  28  he  had  ui^ied  the  necessity 
of  reinforcements,  but  they  were  not  sent.  In  these  cir- 
cumstances  it  was  evident  that  he  must  now  devote  his 
entire  enet^es  to  the  defense  of  the  Mississippi,  and,  for 
the  present,  to  that  alone. 

Even  during  the  abortive  movement  into  Missoiiri  he 
had  been  deeply  engaged  in  the  study  of  the  problems 
connected  with  the  defenses  of  the  river  above  Mem- 
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phis-,  and  the  most  perplexing  of  them  was  that  of 
scciiring  heavy  guns  for  the  works  which  it  would  be 
necessary  to  construct.  Port  Pillow  had  been  partly 
built  before  he  took  command,  and  although  General 
Polk  was  not  wholly  satisfied  with  its  location,  its  com- 
pletion was  pressed  with  all  possible  speed.  Island  No. 
10  was  occupied  about  the  middle  of  August ;  but  it  was 
evident  to  Ueneral  Polk  that  the  State  authorities  of  Ken- 
tucky would  be  unable  to  maintain  a  position  of  neutral- 
ity, and  that  their  inability  or  unwillingness  to  keep  tlic 
Federal  troops  out  of  that  State  would  very  soon  make 
it  imperatively  necessary  to  the  safety  of  his  own  posi- 
tion that  he  should  occupy  certain  strategic  points 
within  the  borders  of  Kentucky.  He  was  anxious,  if 
]H)ssibte,  to  occupy  Pnducah,  but  Columbus  he  was 
dett'rmiiied  to  secure  at  all  hazards.  In  preparation 
for  the  occupation  of  Columbus,  Clark's  command  was 
moved  up  from  Corintli  to  Uniou  City  on  the  Kentucky 
border;  and  on  Aug:ust  2G^tlm  very  day  on  which  be 
suspended  Pillow's  advance  towurd  Ironton — (ilenerfd 
Polk  suggested  to  Hardee  that  he  should  move  his  force 
over  to  New  Madrid  and  there  unite  the  two  commauds, 
in  order  that  tliey  might  be  in  readiness  for  the  eontem- 
platfd  movement  up  the  river.  Hardee,  however,  had 
fidlen  back  toward  Arkansas,  and  was  too  far  distant  to 
(■oiiperate  with  him  just  then.  For  Polk's  especial  work 
Columbus  was  more  important  than  Paduc^h;  for  at 
Columbus,  as  he  clearly  saw,  he  must  establish  his  fli^t 
line  of  defense,  his  second  being  at  Island  No.  10,  and 
his  third  at  Fort  Pillow.  The  position  of  Island  No.  10 
made  it  in  some  respects  the  strongest  of  the  three ;  but 
the  high  bluffs  of  Columbus  givve  a  better  command  of 
the  river.  He  determined,  therefore,  that  Columbus 
must  be  occupied,  and  that  all  the  resources  of  military 
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Bcieace  and  ordoance  should  be  applied  to  make  it  for- 
midable. From  the  time  when  tliis  plan  was  first  ma- 
tnred  until  he  was  ordered,  more  than  half  a  year  later, 
to  evacuate  Columbus,  there  was  not  a  day  on  which  he 
was  not  actively  engagtid  in  some  detail  of  its  execution. 
The  attempted  neutrality  of  Kentucky  was  one  of  tiie 
embarrassments  of  the  military  situation  in  the  West. 
As  sooQ  as  war  between  the  States  was  seen  to  be  inevi. 
table,  the  authorities  of  Kentucky  proclaimed  that  their 
Commonwealth  would  observe  a  strict  neutrality  between 
tlie  contending  sections ;  and  in  a  feeble  way  they  began 
the  formation  of  a  "  State  Guard "  for  the  maintenance 
of  a  neutrality  which  was  as  rational  and  feasible  as  the 
neutrality  of  wheat  betwixt  the  upper  and  nether  mill- 
stones. For  the  Federal  Government  1»  res|)ect  the 
neutrality  of  Kentucky  would  have  been  to  recognize 
and  concede  tlie  right  of  secession  in  the  more  southern 
Stat« ;  for  tlie  assertion  by  a  single  State  of  the  right  to 
repudiate  its  federal  obligations  while  pretending  to  re- 
tain its  place  in  the  Uninn,^was  the  most  extreme  and  the 
most  offensive  —  as  it  was  certainly  the  most  illogical  — 
form  in  which  tlie  right  of  absolute  State  sovereignty, 
and  with  it  the  right  of  secession,  could  be  expressed. 
It  was  manifest  frava  the  first  that  no  such  neutrality 
could  be  maintained,  and  its  proclamation  caused  a 
nearly  e<pial  embarrassment  to  both  sides.  The  Union- 
ist leaders  of  Kentucky  feared  that  'an  "  invasion "  of 
the  State  by  Federal  forces,  in  defiance  of  their  procla- 
mation, would  drive  it  openly  and  officially  into  the 
arms  of  the  South ;  and  the  Confederate  anthorities, 
hampered  by  the  doctrine  of  State  rights,  were  reluctant 
to  in\'ade  a  State  which  declared  that  it  was  not  at  war 
with  them.  Meanwhile  General  Polk  was  left  by  the 
Bichmond  government  without  instructions  concerning 
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the  extent  to  which  Keatucky's  neuti-nlity  must  be  re- 
spected ;  and  seeing  that  the  responsibihty  in  the  prem- 
ises rested  upoii  him,  be  soon  made  up  his  mind  that  be 
would  respect  the  neutrality  of  Eentucky  just  so  long  as 
it  should  be  consistent  with  the  safety  of  his  command, 
and  no  longer.  With  this  view,  as  we  have  seen,  be 
placed  a  force  on  the  border  to  be  in  readiness  to  take 
instant  action  when  the  Qecessity  which  be  anticipated 
should  occur.  It  came  sooner  than  be  expected.  On 
Augost  28  General  Fremont  assigned  Qeneral  Grant  to 
the  command  of  the  Federal  troops  in  southeast  Missouri, 
to  operate  against  the  force  which  General  Polk  had 
been  endeavoring  to  push  into  that  part  of  the  State. 
In  the  letter  in  which  General  Fremont  assigned  General 
Grant  to  that  duty,  he  added  that,  in  connection  with  the 
operations  in  southeast  Missouri,  his  intention  was  to 
occupy  Columbus,  Ky.  With  that  end  in  view,  a  land 
and  naval  force  was  dispatched,  under  Colonel  Wagner, 
to  occupy  and  hold  the  town  of  Belmont  <jn  the  Missouri 
shore  opposite  Columbus,  and,  having  effected  a  land- 
ing on  September  2,  it  remained  there  awaiting  further 
orders. 

In  the  mean  time  General  Polk  had  moved  Pillow  back 
to  New  Madrid,  and  on  learning  of  the  Federal  occupation 
of  Belmont  he  directed  Pillow  to  move  on  Columbus. 
On  the  3d  of  September  the  troops  were  pushed  forward 
from  Union  City,  and  on  the  4th  he  occupied  Columbus 
with  his  combined  forces,  anticipating  General  Grant's 
movement  by  a  little  more  than  twenty-four  hours. 
That  officer  had  been  unable  to  effect  his  combinations 
as  rapidly  as  the  occasion  demanded,  and  he  had  bt*n 
80  completely  misinformed  of  the  movements  of  Polk's 
force,  that,  on  the  4th — that  is,  on  the  day  when  Colum- 
bus was  entered  by  the  Confederates — Grant  was  en- 
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gaged  in  preparations  to  seize  it  on  the  night  of 
the  5th.' 

It  had  been  Polk's  design  to  occupy  Paducoh  as  well 
as  Coltunhus,  This  purpose,  however,  he  felt  himself 
obUged  to  forego,  in  view  of  the  ease  and  rapidity  with 
which  the  Federal  troops  could  be  concentrated  for  an 
attack  on  either  place.  Their  gunboats  and  other  means 
of  river  transport,  both  on  the  Ohio  and  on  the  Missis- 
sippi, gave  them  advantages  for  massing  tlieir  forces  at 
either  point,  with  which  Polk  knew  that,  even  on  the  short- 
est lines  at  his  disposal,  he  could  not  cope.  Meanwhile 
the  Federal  authorities,  finding  that  their  own  designs 
had  been  anticipated  and  forestalled,  converted  the  Con- 
federate occupation  of  Columbus  into  an  excuse  for  the 
seiziu-e  of  Pnducah  and  the  occupation  of  the  Kentucky 
shore  opposite  Cairo.  There  is  nothing  to  bo  said 
against  the  right  of  the  Union  army  to  occupy  those 
places  in  Kentucky,  and  it  was  doubtless  expedient  to 
offer  some  excuse  for  tho  Federal  breach  of  Kentucky's 
neutrality ;  but  tlie  excuse  which  was  alleged  was  utterly 
false.  Poducah  was  not  seized  because  the  Confederates 
had  oceupietl  Columbus ;  Frejnont's  instrur.tiojis  to  Grant 
show  that  the  Federals  had  fully  resolved  to  occupy  both 
Columbus  and  Paducah  in  accordance  with  plans  that 
had  been  made,  and  in  piu%uance  of  orders  that  had  been 
given,  before  the  Confederate  occupation  of  Columbus  had 
taken  place.  But  the  tenderness  with  which  the  Federal 
Government  affected  to  treat  Kentucky's  neutrality  was 
undoubtedly  judicious,  and  was  fully  rewarded  by  the 
material  aid  subsequently  received  from  the  leaders  of  the 
Union  cause  in  that  State,  as  soon  afterward  appeared  in 
the  correspondence  between  them  and  the  Confederates. 

1  "OffloUl  B«ooi4a,War  of  B«I>dUoi],''SorieBl,ToL  Ul,  pp.  613, 617, 
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When  it  was  known  at  Hicbmond  that  the  Confeder- 
ate forces  had  invaded  Kentucky,  the  Secretary  of  War 
instantly  ordered  Polk  to  withdraw  them.  The  Gov- 
ernor of  Tennessee  also  urged  him  to  retire  without  de- 
lay. Polk,  however,  referred  liie  matter  to  Mr.  Davis, 
and  firmly  declared  his  intention,  nntess  otherwise  posi- 
tively ordered,  to  hold  the  position  which  he  had  gained. 
When  the  question  was  submitted  to  Mr.  Davis,  his 
reply  was,  "The  necessity  justifies  the  action."  Never- 
theless, the  mihtary  situation  was  stilt  so  intricately  in- 
volved with  questions  wholly  political,  and  everything 
affecting  the  doctrine  of  State  sovereignty  was  regarded 
as  of  such  fundamenfol  importance  that  some  consid- 
erable time  elapsed  and  much  correspondence  passed 
before  Polk  was  fully  sustained  by  the  Confederate 
authorities. 

As  soon  as  time  permitted.  General  Polk  wrote,  under 
date  of  September  8,  to  Mr,  Magoffin,  the  Governor  of 
Kentucky : 

I  should  have  dispatched  yon  immeiliately,  as  the  troops 
under  my  command  took  posseasion  of  this  position,  the  very 
few  wotils  I  addressed  to  the  people  here ;  but  my  duties 
since  that  time  so  preocoapied  me  that  I  have  but  now  the 
first  leianre  moment  to  oommunicate  with  yon.  It  would  be 
sufflcient  for  me  to  inform  yon  (as  my  short  address  here  will 
do)  that  I  had  iaronnation  on  which  I  oould  rely,  that  the 
Federal  forces  intended  and  were  preparing  to  seize  Colum- 
bus. I  need  not  describe  to  you  the  danger  resulting  to  West 
Tennessee  ftam  such  occupation.  My  responsibility  eould  not 
pemut  me  quietly  to  lose  to  the  command  entmsted  to  me 
so  important  a  position.  In  evidence  of  the  aocnracy  of  the 
information  I  possessed,  I  will  state  that,  as  the  Confederate 
boops  approached  this  place,  the  Federal  troops  were  found 
in  formidable  numbers  in  position  upon  the  opposite  bank, 
with  their  cannon  turned  upon  Columbus.    The  citizens  of 
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the  tows  had  fled  vith  terror,  and  not  a  word  of  assorance,  or 
safety,  or  proteotioo  had  been  addrosaed  to  them. 

Since  I  have  taken  possession  oC  tbis  place,  I  have  been  in- 
formed by  highly  responsible  citizens  of  your  State  that  cer- 
tain representatiTes  of  the  Federal  Government  are  setting 
np  complaints  of  my  act  of  occupying  it,  and  are  making  it  a 
pretext  for  seizing  other  positions.  Upon  this  proceeding  I 
have  uo  comment  to  make  ;  but  I  am  prepared  to  say  that  I 
will  t^ee  to  withdraw  the  Confederate  troops  from  Kentocky, 
provided  that  she  will  agree  that  the  troops  of  the  Federal 
Government  be  withdrawn  simultaneoosly,  with  a  gnarantee 
(which  1  will  give  reciprocally  for  the  Confederate  Govern- 
ment) that  the  Federal  troops  shall  not  be  allowed  to  enter  or 
occupy  any  point  of  Kentucky  in  the  future. 

No  sooner  was  this  letter  forwarded  than  the  follow- 
ing communication  was  received  from  the  chairman  of  a 
Gommitt«e  appointed  by  the  State  legiKlature  (Septem- 
ber 9): 

I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  a  reaolntion  of  the 
Senate  of  Kentucky,  adopted  by  that  body  upon  the  reception 
of  intelligence  of  the  military  occupation  of  Hickman,  Chalk 
Bank,  and  Columbus  by  the  Confederate  troops  under  your 
command.  1  need  not  say  that  the  people  of  Kentucky  are 
profoundly  astonished  that  such  an  act  should  have  been 
committed  by  the  Confederates,  and  especially  that  they 
should  have  been  the  first  to  do  so  with  an  equipped  and 
refndarly  organized  army. 

The  people  of  Eentncky  having  with  great  unanimity  deter- 
mined upon  a  position  of  neutrality  in  the  unhappy  war  now 
being  waged,  and  which  they  had  tried  in  vain  to  prevent, 
had  hoped  that  one  place  at  least  in  this  great  nation  might 
remtun  nninvaded  by  passion,  and  through  whose  good  ofBoes 
something  might  be  ilone  to  end  the  war,  or  at  least  to  miti- 
gate its  horrors ;  or,  if  tliia  were  not  possible,  that  she  mi^t 
be  left  to  choose  her  destiny  without  disturbance  from  any 
quarter. 
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In  obedicoice  to  the  tlirioe- repeated  will  of  the  people,  m 
erpreeaed  at  tlie  polls,  and  in  their  name,  I  aak  you  to  with> 
draw  yotir  forces  from  the  soil  of  Eentooky. 

I  will  e&j,  in  oonolumon,  that  all  the  people  of  the  State 
await,  in  deep  snspense,  yonr  action  in  the  premises. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant,  etc., 
JoEK  M.  Johnson, 

Chairman  of  Committee. 


To  this,  General  Polk,  under  the  same  date,  replied : 

I  have  the  honor  to  acknowled^  the  receipt  of  your  letter 
of  this  date,  conveying  to  me  a  copy  of  a  reaolntion  of  the 
Senate  of  Kentucky,  under  which  a  committee  (of  which  you 
are  chairman)  was  raised  "  for  the  purpose  of  oonsdering  the 
reported  occupation  of  Hickman  and  other  points  in  Kentucky 
by  Confederate  troops,  and  that  they  take  into  consideration 
the  reported  occupation  of  Paducah  and  other  points  in 
Kentuc&y  by  the  Federal  authorities,  and  report  thereon " ; 
also,  that  they  be  "  directed  to  obtain  all  the  facts  they  can  in 
reference  to  the  recent  occupation  of  Kentucky  soil  by  the 
Confederate  and  Federal  forces,  and  report  in  writing  at  as 
eariy  a  day  as  practicable." 

From  the  terms  of  the  resolution  it  appears  your  office  as 
committeemen  was  restricted  merely  to  collecting  the  facte  in 
reference  to  the  recent  occupation  of  Kentncky  soil  by  the 
Confederate  and  Federal  forces,  and  to  report  thereon  in 
writing  at  as  early  a  day  as  posnble.  In  answer  to  these 
resolutions  I  have  respectfnlly  to  say  that,  so  far  as  the  Con- 
federate forces  are  concerned,  the  facte  are  plain  and  shortly 
stated.  The  government  which  they  represent,  recognizing 
as  a  fundamental  principle  the  right  of  sovereign  States  to 
take  such  a  position  as  they  choose  in  regard  to  their  relations 
with  other  States,  was  compelled  by  that  principle  to  concede 
to  Kentucky  the  right  to  assume  the  position  of  neutrality 
which  she  has  chosen  in  the  passing  atru^le.  This  it  has 
done  on  all  occasions  and  without  an  exception.  The  cases 
allnded  to  by  His  Excellency,  Qovemor  Magoffin,  in  his  recent 
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message  aa  "  raids,"  I  presume,  are  the  oases  of  the  staamers 
"Cheney"  and  "Orr."  The  former  was  the  unauthorized 
and  nnrec<^nized  act  of  certain  citizens  of  Alabama,  and  the 
latter  the  act  of  certain  citizens  of  Tennessee  and  others,  and 
vas  an  act  of  reprisaL  They  cannot,  therefore,  be  eharged  in 
any  sense  as  acts  of  the  Confederate  Govemment. 

The  flrst  and  only  instance  in  vhich  the  neutrality  of 
Kentncky  has  been  disregarded  is  that  in  which  the  troops 
under  my  command,  and  by  my  direction,  took  possession  of 
the  place  1  now  hold,  and  so  much  of  the  territory  between  it 
and  the  Tennessee  line  as  was  necessary  for  me  to  pass  over 
in  order  to  reach  it.  This  act  finds  abundant  justifloation  in 
the  history  of  the  concessions  granted  to  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment by  Kentucky  ever  since  the  war  began,  notwithstanding 
the  position  of  neutrality  which  she  has  assumed  and  the 
firmness  with  which  she  has  prochumed  her  intention  to 
maintain  it.  That  history  shows  the  following  among  other 
facts;  In  Jannary  the  House  of  Representatives  of  Kentucky 
passed  anti-coercion  resolutions  —  only  four  dissenting.  The 
governor,  in  May,  issued  his  neutrality  proclamation.  The 
address  of  the  Union  Central  Committee,  including  Mr.  James 
Speed,  Mr.  Prentice,  and  other  prominent  Union  men,  in 
April,  proclaimed  neutrality  as  a  policy  of  Kentucky,  and 
claimed  that  an  attempt  to  coerce  the  South  should  indace 
Kentucky  to  make  common  cause  with  her  and  take  part  in 
the  contest  on  her  «de  "  without  counting  the  cost."  The 
Union  speakers  and  papers,  with  few  exceptions,  claimed,  up 
to  the  last  election,  that  the  Union  vote  was  strict  nentraUty 
and  peace.  These  facts  and  events  gave  assurance  of  the 
integrity  of  the  avowed  purpose  of  your  State,  and  we  were 
content  with  the  position  she  assumed. 

Since  the  eleeHon,  however,  she  has  allowed  the  seizure 
in  her  ports  (Padncah)  of  property  of  citizens  of  the  Con- 
federate States;  she  has  by  her  members  in  the  Congress 
of  the  United  States  voted  supphes  of  men  and  money  to 
carry  on  the  war  against  the  Confederate  States ;  she  has 
allowed  the  Federal  Government  to  cut  timber  from  her 
forests  for  the  purpose  of  building  (vnied  boats  for  the  in- 
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vasion  of  the  Boutheni  States;  Bhe  is  permittmg  to  be  en- 
listed in  her  teiTitor7  troops,  not  only  of  her  own  oitizena, 
but  the  citizens  of  other  States,  for  the  purpose  of  being 
armed  and  used  in  offensire  war&re  against  the  Confederate 
States.  At  Camp  Bobinson,  in  the  coonty  of  Oarrard,  there 
are  now  t«n  thousand  troops,  if  the  newspapers  can  be  reUed 
upon,  in  which  men  from  Tennessee,  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illi- 
nois are  mustered  with  Kentuckians  into  the  service  of  the 
United  States,  and  armed  by  that  government  for  the  avowed 
purpose  of  giving  aid  to  the  disaffected  in  one  of  the  Con- 
federate States,  and  of  carrying  out  the  designs  of  that 
government  for  their  subjugation.  Notwithstanding  all  these 
and  otixet  facts  of  a  similar  character,  the  Confederate  States 
have  continued  to  respect  the  attitude  which  Kentucky  has 
assumed  as  a  neutral,  and  forborne  from  reprisals,  in  the 
hope  that  Kentucky  would  yet  enforce  respect  for  her  pod- 
taon  on  the  part  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States- 
Our  patient  expectation  has  been  disappointed,  and  it  was 
only  when  we  perceived  that  this  continned  indifference  to 
our  rights  and  our  safety  was  about  to  culminate  in  the 
seiEure  of  an  important  part  of  her  territory  by  the  United 
States  forces  for  offensive  operations  against  the  Confederate 
States,  that  a  regard  for  self-preservation  demanded  of  ns 
to  seize  it  in  advance.  We  are  here,  therefore,  not  by  choice, 
bat  of  necessity ;  and,  as  I  hare  had  the  honor  to  say  in  the 
eommnnication  addressed  to  His  Excellency,  Oovemor  Ma- 
goffin, a  copy  of  which  is  herewith  enclosed  and  submitted  as 
a  part  of  my  reply,  so  I  now  repeat,  in  answer  to  your  request, 
tttat  I  am  prepared  to  agree  to  withdraw  the  Confederate 
troops  from  Kentucky,  provided  she  will  agree  that  the  troops 
of  the  Federal  Qovemment  be  withdrawn  dmultaneoosly, 
with  a  guarantee  (which  I  will  give  reciprocally  for  the  Con- 
federate Government)  that  the  Federal  troops  shall  not  be 
allowed  to  enter  or  occupy  any  part  of  Kentacky  for'  the 

Id  view  of  the  facts  submitted,  I  cannot  but  think  Ute 
world  at  laige  will  find  it  difficult  to  appreciate  the  "pro* 
found  ast^mishment "  with  which  you   say  the  people  of 
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Eentacky  reoeived  the  mtelligenoe  of  the  oooapfttlon  of 
this  place. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  respeetfoUy, 

Your  obedient  servant,  etc, 

Leomidab  Pole, 
Mi^-Gtnerat  Commmuting. 


A  second  communication  was  received,  on  September 
13,  from  a  committee  of  citizens  representing  the  ele- 
ment in  the  State  which  favored  a  union  with  the  Con- 
federate States.  This  letter,  together  with  the  corre- 
spondence with  the  legislature,  Polk  forwarded  to  Mr. 
Davis,  making  the  following  comment  npun  the  com- 
munication from  the  citizens : 

CoLUHBTia,  September  14, 1S61. 
His  JSxeeBency,  J^erson  Dams,  Pregident,  etc  :  Enclosed  I  send ' 
yoQ  a  letter  from  two  distinguished  gentlemen  of  Kentucky 
which  will  explain  itself.  My  own  opinion  is,  they  overrate 
the  importance  of  tJie  seizure  oa  the  pnblio  mind  of  Ken- 
tucky. This  is,  as  I  r^ard  it,  from  other  sources  of  informa- 
tion. They  both  agree  that  the  course  Kentucky  has  pursued 
deprives  her  of  the  right  to  protest,  and,  bo  far  as  the  protec- 
tion of  Tennessee  is  oonoemed,  the  seizure  in  a  mihtary  point 
of  view  was  a  necessity.  Both  deplore  the  effect  on  what 
they  think  its  pohtioal  influence.  I  believe,  if  we  ooutd  have 
found  a  respectable  pretext,  it  would  have  been  better  to 
have  seized  this  place  some  months  ago,  as  I  am  convinced 
we  had  more  friends  then  in  Kentucky  than  we  have  had 
since,  and  every  hour's  delay  made  against  uh.  Kentucky 
was  fast  melting  away  under  the  influenoe  of  the  Lincoln 
Oovemment.  If  we  make  the  stand  now,  and  do  it  vigor- 
ously, we  shall  find  we  have  more  allies  in  the  State  than  we 
shall  ever  have  at  any  future  day ;  and  if  oar  arms  should  be 
Buccessfnl  in  a  few  battles,  the  State  will  soon  abandon  the 
position  which  fear  of  the  power  of  the  Federal  Government 
alone  constrains  her  now  to  maintain.    Give  us  armies,  with 
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more  eommandera,  and  we  e&nnot  bat  believe  that  the  State 
will  T&II7  Btrongly  to  onr  support  for  their  emanoipatioo. 
I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  reapectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

L.  Polk, 
Mqjor-General  Commanding. 

The  Governor  of  Eentncky,  in  obedience  to  a  resolu- 
tion of  the  legislature,  now  issued  a  proclamatioii  order- 
ing the  CoQfederat«  troops  from  the  State.  This  action 
Polk  promptly  commonicated  to  Mr.  Davis,  and  received 
the  following  reply,  dated  September  13:  "I  desire  to 
treat  Kentucky  with  all  possible  respect ;  your  occupa- 
tion of  Kentucky,  being  necessary  as  a  defensive  mea- 
sure, will,  of  conrse,  be  limited  by  the  existence  of  such 
necessity."  At  the  same  time  Mr.  Davis  referred  the 
question  to  the  decision  of  General  Albert  Sidney  John- 
ston, who  had  now  arrived  and  had  been  assigned  to 
the  command  in  the  West 

On  September  15  President  Davis  wrote  to  General 
Polk: 

Your  correspondence  with  the  committee  and  the  Governor 
of  Kentucky  has  been  considered  and  approved.  Governor 
Harris  and  others  have  represented  to  me  that  the  occupation 
of  Colnmbua  and  Hickman  would  work  political  detriment  to 
our  cause  in  Kentucky.  It  is  true  that  the  solution  of  the 
problem  requires  the  consideratioD  of  other  than  the  military 
elements  involved  in  it ;  but  we  cannot  permit  the  indeter- 
minate quantities,  the  political  elements,  to  control  our  action 
in  cases  of  miUtary  necestdty.  Such  I  regard  yoor  occupation 
of  ColombuB  to  bej  and  your  offer  to  evaouat«,  upon  a  reason- 
able assurance  that  it  would  not  be  occupied  and  other  places 
oontinao  to  be  held  by  the  enemy,  furnishes  all  that  could  be 
required  of  respect  for  the  declared  neutrality  on  the  part  of 
Kentucky. 

Your  wish  for  General  A.  S.  Johnston  to  command  the 
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operatioDB  in  Hie  West  lias  been  fulfiUed.  He  is  now,  I  snp- 
poBe,  St  Nashville,  and  you  will  soon  have  the  aid  of  his 
presence  with  the  army. 

I  am  gratified  that  the  people  of  Columbns  recognized  in 
yau  a  defender  of  their  rights,  and  made  common  cause  with 
yon.  This  alone  would  gnffice  to  prove  that  we  have  adhered 
to  our  declared  abstinence  from  any  policy  of  conquest.  I 
feel  deeply  ansious  as  t«  the  course  of  Kentucky,  and  sincerely 
trust  your  expectations  will  be  realized  in  relation  to  the 
people  of  the  section  in  which  you  now  are. 

The  question  was  finally  settled  by  General  Jolmston, 
who,  after  a  conference  witli  Governor  Harris,  and  a  full 
consideration  of  all  the  facts  of  the  situation,  wrote  as 
follows  to  the  President : 

Nashvills,  Tknm.,  September  16, 1861. 

His  ExceBenof,  J^erson  Davia:  I  am  satisfied  that  the 
political  bearing  of  the  question  presented  for  my  decision 
has  been  deeided  by  the  Legislature  of  Kentucky. 

The  Legislature  of  Kentucky  has  required  the  prompt 
removal  of  all  Confederate  forces  from  .her  soil,  and  the 
Governor  of  Kentucky  has  issued  his  proclamation  to  that 
effect.  The  troops  will  not  be  withdrawn.  It  is  not  i>ossible 
to  withdraw  them  now  from  Columbus  in  the  west,  and  from 
Cumberland  Ford  in  the  east,  without  opening  the  frontiers 
of  Tennessee  and  the  Missis^ppi  River  to  the  enemy,  and  tliis 
is  regarded  as  essential  to  our  present  line  of  defense  as  well 
as  to  any  future  operations.  So  far  from  yielding  to  the  de- 
mand for  the  withdrawal  of  our  troops,  I  have  determined  to 
occupy  Bowling  Green  at  once. 

Throughout  this  anxious  time,  though  the  efforts 
which  were  made  to  induce  Mr.  Davis  to  order  tlie  Con- 
federate forces  to  evacuate  Columbus  caused  Polk  no 
little  uneasiness,  he  did  not  allow  it  to  retard  his  opera- 
tions in   strengthening  his  position.     Military  works 
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were  begun  oil  the  very  day  of  the  oceupation,  and  they 
were  pressed  on  without  intermission  and  with  all  possi- 
ble speed.  On  September  14,  exercising  the  authority 
conferred  on  him  by  tlie  order  of  September  2,^  he  ordered 
Hardee  to  the  Miti!<is»ippi  River  ueai-  New  Madrid,  so  that 
he  might  be  at  hand  for  any  movement  that  might  be 
necessary.  Paducab  still  occupied  his  thoughts,  and  in 
a  dispatch  of  the  same  date  to  President  Davis  he  wrote : 
'■  I  hear  the  Federalists  have  about  8000  infantry  and 
l.)00  cavalry  at  Paducah.  I  moved  Cheatham's  brigade 
and  Stevens's  r^ment  out  to-day  to  Mayfield,  to  protect 
my  right  flank.  It  is  of  the  highest  importance  that 
we  should  have  a  large  reinforcement  nme  to  press  the 
■  enemy  before  he  has  time  to  fortify.  Ho  has  laid  out 
extrusive  works  around  Paducah,  and  is  meaning  evi- 
dently to  make  it  his  base.  C.  P.  Smith  is  in  command." 
Writing  his  wife,  September  18,  Polk  said :  "  We 
should  have  had  more  force  than  we  had,  but  the  course 
of  things  has  been  such  as  to  have  taken  an  undue  pro- 
portion of  the  force  of  the  Mississippi  Valley  to  the 
east."  Again,  on  September  25,  he  wrote  her:  "You 
have  seen  why  I  came  here.  I  shall  use  tliis  as  a  start- 
ing-point for  going  farther,  as  my  opinion  is  that  a  for- 
ward movement  is  the  one  for  our  cause."  But  more 
troops  could  not  be  had.  Men  were  plentiful,  for  the 
enthusiasm  of  war  was  upon  the  people ;  but  arms  could 
not  be  procured.  ZollicofEer  was  moving  into  Kentucky 
on  the  east,  and  needed  help ;  in  central  Kentucky  there 
was  an  urgent  demand  for  troops  to  meet  the  move- 
ments of  the  Federal  forces  there ;  Hardee's  march  was 
therefore  continued  to  Bowbng  Green,  and  Polk  had  to 
content  himself  with  the  possession  of  Columbus. 

I  "OfOclRl  B«cordi,  War  of  Bebellion,"  voL  Hi,  p.  702. 
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The  disappointments  of  the  situation  in  Kentucky, 
however,  were  in  a  measure  relieved  by  the  cheering  news 
which  soon  came  from  Piice.  While  General  Polk  had 
l>een  occupied  with  affairs  in  Kentucky,  the  array  of  the 
State  of  Missouri,  which  he  had  tried  so  hard  to  aid,  had 
not  been  idle.  In  the  soutlieastem  portion  of  that  State 
there  was  a  small  force  of  cavalry  under  General  Jeff. 
Thompson,  which  kept  the  Fedeial  forces  about  Bird's 
Point  in  a  constant  state  of  annoyance,  and  an  a  source 
of  information  concerning  tlie  movements  of  tlie  enemy 
in  that  quarter  was  of  much  service  to  the  garrison  at 
Columbus.  But  events  of  great  iinp<»rtancc  had  occurred 
in  other  portions  of  Missouri,  which  gratified  Polk  all  the 
more  by  the  assurance  that,  after  all,  his  movements  had 
bi-en  of  some  service  to  the  Confederates  of  that  State. 
The  advance  of  his  troops  into  east  Missouri,  and  after- 
ward into  Kentucky,  had  caused  the  withdrawal  of  most 
of  the  Federal  forces  to  the  Mississippi  River,  and  Price, 
biking  advantage  of  this  diversion,  bad  invaded  tlie  State 
and  swept  everything  before  liim  up  to  the  Missouri  River. 
Genenvl  Polk  liad  shared  his  scanty  supply  of  war  mate- 
rial with  that  gallant  little  army ;  he  was  still  ready  to 
aid  it  to  the  extent  of  his  ability;  and  on  October  11 
he  had  the  pleasure  of  receiving  the  following  dispat^ 
from  General  Pric« ; 

Headquastbks,  Mibsoubi  State  Forcbs, 

Lexington,  Mo.,  September  24, 1861. 

General:  I  b&ve  the  honor  to  enolose  lierewith  a  requisition 

for  three  million  of  musket  percusBion-cfipB  that  I  much  need, 

and  which  Qeneml  Harding  inforniB  me  you  have  kindly 

offered  to  furnish. 

I  am  happy  to  inforni  you  that  I  have  with  my  army  snoceas- 
tully  reached  the  Missouri  River,  defeating  the  enemy  wher«- 
ever  they  opposed  my  progress  and  capturing  thia  plaoe  with 
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soarcely  any  lose.  It  is  quite  a  prize  to  ub,  for,  bemdcs  about 
3000  prisoners,  we  have  taken  more  than  a  million  doUars' 
worth  of  arms,  ammunition,  and  other  property  most  Talnable 
to  ns  at  present.  My  present  force  consiste  of  upwards  of 
20,000  men,  and  daily  increa^ng.  I  have  not  yet  fiiUy  decided 
on  my  future  movements,  which  must  depend  much  on  those 
of  the  enemy,  but  they  will  have  reference  to  an  early  move- 
ment on  St.  Louis.  Any  suggestions  or  information  from 
yoa  will  be  thankfully  received,  and  it  will  afford  me  the 
greatest  pleasure  to  codperato  with  you  in  any  operations  yon 
may  undertake. 
I  Hn,  general, 

With  sentiments  of  much  respect  and  esteem, 

STERiiiNa  Prick, 
Miyor-Qeneral  Commanding. 
To  Majob-Genbbal  L.  Polk,  C.  S.  A., 
Ueuphib,  Tbnh. 

The  movements  of  the  Missouri  State  forces  of  which 
this  letter  tells  cnlminated  in  one  of  the  most  successful 
campaigns  of  the  year;  but  the  ultimate  result  was  of 
small  consequence  to  the  Confederacy,  because  it  was 
made  too  late  to  influence  the  political  status  of  the  State, 
its  entire  machinery  being  then  in  the  hands  of  those 
who  were  in  active  sympathy  with  tiie  Federal  Glovem- 
ment. 

This  would  have  been  prevented  by  tie  campaign 
planned  and  urged  by  General  Polk,  because  at  that 
time  tJie  friends  of  the  Confederacy  in  Missouri  were 
Bufflcieutly  numerous  and  active  to  Becure  the  State. 
The  bearing  of  BQch  an  accession  upon  the  fortunes  of 
the  Confederacy,  especially  in  this  quarter,  is  readily 
seen  by  referring  to  the  documents  and  correspondence 
'of  tihst  date  dealing  with  the  subject.  The  matter  of 
special  importance  in  this  memoir,  however,  is  Qeneral 
Polk's  attitude  in  this  crisis. 
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He  arrived  in  Memphis  on  July  13,  and  on  the  23d, 
in  a  letter  to  the  Secretaiy  of  War,  he  ontlined  a  cam- 
paign which  the  record  shows  was  not  only  feasible,  but 
would  have  been  carried  out  had  (reneral  Polk  been 
empowered  to  direct  the  forces,  which  in  two  weeks  from 
the  date  of  this  letter  could  have  been  put  in  motion  in 
MisEOuri. 

These  facts,  together  with  Uie  remaining  events  chron- 
icled in  this  chapter,  show  not  only  the  comprehensive 
readiness  of  the  man  in  his  new  position,  but  also  the 
facility  with  which  he  grasped  the  situations  confront- 
ing lum ;  and  the  directness  with  which  he  moved  upon 
them  justified  the  estimate  of  his  abilities  which  the  as- 
signment to  so  important  a  command  implied. 

To  todlute  blB  oonnectlon  with  the  eveola  ot  which  this  TOlnme  treats, 
the  wrlt«r  will  W7  here,  that  he  served  as  an  utilleTy  olBoer  flrst,  In 
HeCowD'a  division  at  ColumboK,  Mew  Madrid,  and  Uuid  No.  10,  Vbea  in 
Clark's  division  at  Slilloli  and  Corinth,  and  later  In  Cheatham's  divisian 
doring  the  Kentucky  campaign,  and  at  StODe  Biver.  Daring  the  Tnlla- 
homs,  ChiokamaogB,  Ueridlan,  and  Atlanta  campaigns,  he  served  on  the 
staff  of  Qeneral  Polk.  In  the  labsequent  openttlons  of  the  Army  in 
Tenneaeee,  be  served  as  adjutant  to  the  artillery  regiment  of  Stewart's 
eorpe.  At  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  War  (then  aged  suteen)  he  waa  ■ 
ewlet  at  the  Military  InsUtuto  of  Virginia  (LeiiDgton),  from  which,  with 
one  hundred  and  Stty  eadeta.  be  waa  detached  for  the  purpose  of  drilling 
the  Virginia  troopa.  Thia  service  wu  perfonned  under  the  direction  of 
Major  Thomas  J.  Jackson  {Stonewall).  Later  the  writer  was  aadgned  to 
similar  duty  with  t^e  Tennesaee  troops  under  Qeneral  ZoUcofter. 
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October  to  December,  1881. 

OeDSTBl  Albert  Skbtey  J  ohnBton  uaumeH  cammnnd  of  DeputmeDt  Na  2. 
—  The  difflcnJties  of  the  position.— Polk'H  estirnaM  of  Johnston.— QenertJ 
P<dh  eomm&uda  the  river  defeDseg,— General  Fremont  orden  Oenenls 
Ontnt  and  Smith  to  make  a  demonstration  against  Colnmbna. —  Qeneral 
OTant  steams  dovn  the  Hiaidndppi  and  disembarka  Ave  miles  above 
Belmont.—  Qenenl  Polk  Bends  Qeneral  Pillow  to  reUef  of  camp  at  Bel- 
mont.—The  battle.— 27th  minota  Beglment— Numbera  eoKaffed  on 
either  side.—  General  Pillow.—  Battles  u(  Belmont  and  Sb tloh  compared. 
— Exchange  of  prisonera. —  Correspondence  between  General  Polk  and 
General  Grant,— Letter  to  Mrs.  Polk.— Aocident  to  General  Polk  and 
deatb  of  Captain  Keiter  ami  Lieutenant  Snowden.— Meeting  of  the 
Confederate  and  Union  generals, — The  toast  to  Washington. — Cheat- 
barn's  way  to  a  settlement  of  the  war. — The  narrative  of  General 
Sumner's  daughter. — A  dinner  with  Preaident  Davis. — The  death  of 
Major  Butler. 

On  September  15  General  Albert  Sidney  Johnston 
asBQtned  command  of  the  Confederate  forces  in  the 
West>,  including  all  which  were  then  operating  in  Mis- 
souri, Arkansas,  Tennessee,  and  Kentucky.  The  appoints 
ment  of  this  able  soldier  gave  universe  satisfaction,  and 
no  one  rejoiced  more  than  Polk  at  this  accession  to 
the  fortones  of  the  Confederacy.  He  had  known  John- 
ston from  boyhood ;  they  had  been  room-mates  at  West 
Point,  and  in  the  intimacy  of  a  life-long  friendship  each 
of  them  had  learned  to  know  and  trust  the  abilities  and 
qnalities  of  the  other.  Thou^  they  had  been  separated 
for  many  years,  Polk  had  never  lost  sight  of  his  friend. 
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On  his  return  from  Europe  in  1831,  he  brought  witti  him 
an  onyx-cameo  head  of  Washington,  which  he  sent  to 
Johnston  with  this  message :  "  I  could  find  nothing  so 
appropriate  as  a  present  for  you,  for  1  have  never  known 
any  one  whose  character  so  closely  resembled  Washing- 
ton's in  all  respects  as  your  own."  Mauy  yeats  later,  dur- 
ing the  war  with  Mexico,  Bishop  Polk  asked  his  kinsman, 
Mr.  Polk,  then  President  of  the  United  States,  to  reappoint 
Johnston  to  the  game  position  which  he  had  resigned  some 
time  before,  or  else  to  give  him  a  command  in  one  of 
the  new  n^giments  then  being  raised.  Polk's  faith  in  his 
friend  never  faltered ;  and  be  was  among  the  first,  if  not 
the  very  first,  to  nominate  Johnston  for  appointment  to 
the  chief  command  in  the  West.  No  one  better  knew 
the  difficulties  of  tliat  position,  and  he  nominated  John- 
ston because  lie  knew  them.  He  had  himself  looked 
over  the  field ;  he  had  estimated  its  difficulties,  and  be 
saw  that  they  were  greater  than  at  any  other  part  of  tlie 
Confederate  frontier.  The  front  to  be  covered  extended 
from  Virginia  to  Kansas.  It  was  intersected  by  three 
great  rivers,  all  leading  into  tlie  verj'  heart  of  the  Con- 
federacy, all  communicating  with  each  other,  and  their 
communications  were  in  the  hands  of  the  Federals,  Ports 
might  be  built  upon  them,  but  where  were  the  heavy 
guns  with  which  to  arm  the  forts !  After  all  his  efforts, 
Polk  had  been  able  to  obtain  hardly  enough  for  tfie 
defense  of  one  river.  The  rapidly  increasing  river  craft 
of  the  Union  navy  could  pass  freely  from  one  stream 
to  the  others,  and  upon  two  of  the  three  Johnston  had 
not  a  single  gun  afloat  to  oppose  them.  His  feeble  fleet 
on  the  Mississippi  could  do  little  more  than  gnard  the 
navigation  of  the  river  below  Columbus,  and  that  small 
fleet  might  be  called  at  any  time  to  the  defense  of  New 
Orleans.     Worst  of  all,  there  was  no  visible  prospect  of 
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improvemeut.  Men  could  be  had,  and  river  craft  might 
be  built,  but  there  were  no  gnus  with  which  to  arm 
them.  Again,  while  the  main  body  of  the  Confederate 
troops  were  engaged  in  defending  the  Mississippi  fwd 
other  rivers,  a  part  must  be  in  Missouri  fighting  for 
that  State  and  the  protection  of  Arkansas;  and  East 
Tennessee  must  be  held  as  if  it  were  an  enemy's  coun- 
try. The  only  means  of  communication  between  these 
widely  separated  flanks  were  common  country  dirt-roads 
on  the  west  of  the  Mississippi,  and  east  of  it  roads  of 
the  same  sort,  with  one  complete  and  one  incomplete 
line  of  railroad,  both  deficient  in  rolling-stock.  The 
enemy,  ou  the  other  hand,  had  but  two  vital  points, 
Cairo  and  St.  Louis,  along  his  entire  line,  and  from  one 
end  of  that  line  to  the  other  he  had  a  continuous  water 
commimication,  navigable  at  all  times,  commanded  by 
his  gunboats,  and  fioating  a  fleet  of  transports  which 
were  etjual  to  the  carrying,  within  a  week's  time,  of 
50,000  men  from  one  end  of  his  front  to  the  other. 
Granting  that  the  enemy  might  have  no  more  men  than 
Johnston,  Polk  saw  that  the  odds  against  the  Confed- 
erates were  far  heavier  in  that  quarter  than  elsewhere. 
Bnt  he  had  confidence  in  Johnston's  ability  to  make  the 
best  of  the  situation  that  was  poBsible  to  human  wisdom, 
and  he  never  faltered  in  that  l>eUcf.  After  the  fall  of 
Fort  Henry  and  Fort  Dooelson,  when  disaster  swept 
over  the  whole  department,  he  felt  drawn  to  Johnston 
even  more  closely  than  before,  and  he  looked  forward 
with  undiminished  confidence  to  a  day  when  his  biend 
should  be  released  from  his  defensive  position,  and,  mass- 
ing his  troops  for  an  attack,  should  move  against  the 
enemy  and  exhibit  to  the  world  a  military  genius  which 
Polk  firmly  believed  to  be  of  the  very  highest  order, 
"The  currents  of  these  two  lives  that  had  so  nearly 
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touched  toward  their  sources,  and  afterward  had  parted 
BO  widely,  moved  thereafter  with  a  eoDuuon  purpose  to 
a  commou  end." ' 

On  September  21,  when  Johnston  rearranged  his  de- 
partment, he  assigned  Polk  to  the  command  of  the  first 
division,  charging  him  specially  with  the  defense  of  the 
Mississippi  River.  Coueeming  thia  assignment  General 
Johnston's  biographer  has  said :  "  It  was  no  small  con- 
sideration to  feel  that  he  [Creneral  Johnston]  had  in  so 
responsible  a  position  a  friend  to  whose  loyalty  of  heart 
and  native  chivalry  he  could  trust  entirely,  and  one  who, 
if  long  unused  to  arms,  was  yet  by  virtue  of  early  train- 
ing and  a  bold,  aggressive  spirit  every  inch  a  soldier. 
.  .  .  Henceforth  General  Polk  was  tlie  right-arm  of  his 
commander."^  The  defenses  of  the  Cumberland  and 
Tennessee  rivers  were  at  first  included  in  this  division, 
but  Polk  had  reason  to  know  that  the  defense  of  the 
Mississippi  would  now  more  than  sufficiently  tax  the 
capacity  of  any  one  commander,  and  he  desired  to  be 
left  free  to  concentrate  his  energies  upon  that  work. 
On  the  Tennessee  the  construction  of  works  at  Fort 
Henry  had  been  for  some  weeks  under  the  supervision 
of  an  efficient  officer,  Colonel  Heiman,  and  were  fairly 
well  advanced ;  but  the  works  on  the  Cumberland,  called 
Port  Donelson,  were  in  a  much  less  satisfactoiy  state  of 
progress.  The  extension  and  speedy  completion  of  both 
forts  was  of  instant  importance,  and  required  the  un- 
divided attention  of  an  able  general  officer.  Therefore, 
on  October  31,  Polk  wrote  to  Johnston : 

I  beg  leave  to  call  the  attention  of  the  coaunanding  gen- 
eral to  the  importance  of  having  some  commander  of  huge 

1  Life  of  a«DenI  Albert  Sidne;  Johnatoii,  bj  Colonel  WUUbid  Praab»i 
p.  318. 
Ibid.,  p.  3^ 
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experience  and  militar;  efflcienoy  put  in  charge  of  tlie  defenaea 
of  the  Tennessee  and  Cnmberland  rivers.  Of  the  great  impor- 
tance of  these  channels  of  communieation  I  need  not  speak. 
If  they  ahould  be  ocoupied  and  held  by  the  enemy,  tiiey  most 
Decessarily  prove  of  the  most  serious  inconvenience  to  oar 
army  in  Kentucky.  I  wonld  suggest  the  propriety  of  having 
Ctdonel  Tilghman  put  in  charge  of  those  defenses.  The  space 
between  General  Buokner  (at  BowUng  Green)  and  myself  is 
now  very  feebly  occupied. 

Polk's  reluctance  to  assume  the  defense  of  the  three 
rivers  may  havfe  been  caused  in  part  by  his  intention 
to  retire  from  the  army,  because,  within  a  week  after 
this  dispatch  to  Johnston,  he  forwarded  his  resignation 
to  Mr.  Davis.  The  history  of  his  repeated  efforts  to  be 
reUeved  from  military  service  has  already  been  given, 
and  it  is  sufficient  to  observe  here  that  while  his  resigna- 
tion was  pending  lie  could  not  but  be  reluctant  to  nnder- 
take  new  duties  or  to  enter  into  new  combinations  the 
practical  responsibiUties  of  which  he  would  not  feel  free 
to  throw  upon  his  sucttessor.  But  this  feeling  of  honor- 
able prudence  never  deterred  him  from  any  service  that 
was  necessary  to  the  good  of  the  service ;  and  so  long  as 
he  should  he  in  the  army,  his  high  sense  of  the  duty  made 
him  ready  and  willing  not  only  to  obey  the  orders  hut  to 
be  amenable  to  tlie  simplest  desire  of  his  superior.' 

The  time  was  rapidly  approaching  when  Qeneral  P(^ 
would  be  actively  and  personaUy  engaged  in  conflict 
with  the  enemy.  On  the  first  day  of  November,  1861, 
General  Fremont  ordered  General  Grant  at  Cairo,  and 
General  C.  F.  Smitli  at  Paducah,  to  hold  their  commands  • 
in  readiness  for  a  demonstration  npon  Columbus,  tlie  ob- 
ject of  which  was  to  cover  an  effort  to  drive  General  Jeff. 
Thompson  from  sontheast  Missouri,  and  at  the  same  time 
1  See  Appendix  to  Chapter  IL 
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to  check  the  sending  of  reinforcements  to  Price.  On  the 
4th  and  6th  Grant  moved  Colonels  Oglesby,  Wallace,  and 
Plummer  in  the  direction  of  the  town  of  Sykeston,  Mo., 
ordered  the  garrison  at  Fort  Holt,  opposite  Cairo,  to 
advance  in  the  direction  of  Columhus,  and  early  in  the 
morning  of  the  7th,  with  a  force  of  about  3500  men  of 
all  arms,  convoyed  hy  the  gunboats  "Lexington"  and 
"  Tyler,"  he  steamed  down  the  Mississippi  River  toward 
the  same  objective  point.  Smith,  meanwhile,  from  the 
direction  of  Paducah,  threw  forward  his  column  of  2000 
men. 

The  mobilization  of  these  varions  commands,  about 
12,000  men  in  all,  was  duly  reported  to  Polk,  and  with 
the  report  came  rumors  of  the  enemy's  designs.  Polk, 
however,  found  it  difBcult  to  believe  that  so  extensive  a 
movement  was  really  directed  c^inst  Thompson,  whose 
entire  force  numbered  not  more  than  1500  men,  and 
was  then  encamped  far  down  toward  Arkansas ;  and  he 
found  it  still  more  difflctilt  to  believe  that  it  was  in- 
tended to  prevent  the  sending  of  reinforcements  to 
Price,  as  no  Confe<lerate  ti-oops  from  that  direction 
either  were,  or  were  likely  to  be,  in  motion  to  join  Price. 
On  the  other  hand,  he  had  for  some  weeks  had  reason 
to  expect  a  determined  effort  on  Grant's  part  to  disItKlge 
him  from  Columbus,  and  he  inferred  that  the  expected 
attack  was  now  at  hand. 

The  force  at  his  disposal,  including  the  gurison  of 
Columbus,  was  then  about  10,000  men  of  all  arms.  At 
Belmont,  opposite  Cohmibus,  he  had  established  a  camp 
of  observation,  which  was  then  occupied  by  one  regi- 
ment of  infantry,  a  battery  of  artillery,  and  a  squadron 
of  cavalry.  In  order  to  command  the  approaches  to 
this  position  by  the  batteries  on  the  high  ground  at 
Columbus,  the  trees  had  been  felled  for  some  distance 
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along  the  west  bank,  and  the  fallen  timber  bad  been  so 
placed  as  to  form  an  abattis  capable  of  obstmcting  the 
advance  of  an  enemy.  This  camp  G^rant  decided  to 
attack. 

Accordingly,  at  about  eight  o'clock  on  the  morning  of 
the  7th,  he  disembarked  hie  force  on  the  Missoori  shore, 
some  five  miles  above  Belmont,  ordering  the  gunboats 
to  drop  below  and  engage  the  batteries  at  Columbus. 
Then,  quickly  forming  his  colmnn,  he  pushed  for  the 
Confederate  camp. 

Polk  meanwhile  had  sent  General  McCowan  with  a 
force  of  infantry  and  artillery  up  the  east  bank  of  the 
river,  and,  learning  that  the  enemy  had  landed  on  the 
west  shore,  he  dispatched  General  Pillow  with  four  regi- 
ments to  the  aid  of  the  camp.  Thus  Pillow  was  provided 
with  a  force  of  2700  men,  of  all  arms,  and  little  inferior 
in  numbers  to  that  which  was  about  to  attack  him ;  but 
Polk,  being  anxious  that  he  should  have  all  the  men  he 
deemed  necessary,  sent  him  another  regiment  of  500 
men,  which  landed  on  the  Missouri  shore  at  10.30  a.m., 
just  as  the  battle  began.  The  opposing  forces  were 
virtually  equal,  and  the  engagement  becMue  general  a 
few  minutes  before  eleven  o'clock.  Grant,  with  his  line 
well  extended,  bore  down  upon  the  Confederate  position, 
and,  though  stubbornly  resisted,  he  gradually  fought  his 
way  forward,  driving  the  Confederates  to  the  river  bank 
and  capturing  their  camp. 

Polk  had  been  deterred  in  the  first  instance  from 
sending  a  lai^r  force  to  meet  Grant's  attack  by  tlie 
reports  made  by  his  scouts  of  the  movements  of  the 
transports  upon  the  river,  and  of  the  position  and  num- 
bers of  the  columns  advancing  from  Fort  Holt  and 
Padncah,  which  tended  to  show  tfiat  the  landing  upon 
the  opposite  bank  of  the  river  was  a  mere  feint,  whilp  the 
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real  design  was  an  attack  upon  Columbus.  Neverthe- 
less, he  had  placed  at  Belmont  a  force  fully  equal  to  that 
of  Grant ;  and  now,  flnding  that  this  force  was  beiug 
defeated,  and  learning  at  the  same  time  that  no  euemy 
upon  the  Kentucky  shore  was  near  enough  seriously  to 
threaten  his  position,  he  promptly  moved  over  to  Bel- 
mont with  additional  reinforcementB,  attacked  Grant  on 
the  flank  and  rear,  drove  him  from  the  field,  and  pty- 
sued  him  to  his  transports.  After  the  Confederates  had 
been  driven  to  the  river  bank,  the  heavy  guns  upon  the 
high  ground  at  Columbus  were  able  to  rake  the  Federal 
position,  and  contributed  materially  to  Grant's  discom- 
fiture. These  batteries  had  an  opportunity  in  this  action 
to  test  their  fire  upon  gunboate,  and  the  ease  with  which 
they  repulsed  two  attacks  which  the  boats  attempted 
argued  well  for  the  efficiency  of  their  service.  In  clos- 
ing his  report  of  this  battle.  General  Folk  said : 

On  landing  I  was  met  by  Qeneral  Pillow  and  General 
Cheatham,  whom  I  directed,  with  the  regiments  of  General 
Cheatham's  command  and  portions  of  others,  to  press  the 
enemy  to  his  boats.  This  order  was  executed  with  alacrity 
and  in  double-quick  time.  The  route  over  which  we  passed 
was  strewn  with  the  dead  and  wounded  of  the  contliota  of 
Colonel  Marks  and  General  Cheatham,  already  alluded  to, 
and  with  arms,  kuapsackB,  overcoats,  etc.  On  arriving  at  the 
point  where  his  transports  lay,  I  ordered  the  colimin,  headed 
by  the  154th  Re^ment  of  Tennessee  Volunteers,  under  cover 
of  a  field  thickly  set  with  com,  to  be  deployed  along  the  river 
bank  within  easy  range  of  the  boats.  This  being  accom- 
plished, a  heavy  fire  was  opened  upon  them  simultaneously, 
nddling  them  with  balls,  and,  as  we  had  reason  to  believe, 
with  heavy  loss  to  the  enemy.  Under  this  galling  fire  he  cut 
Ills  lines  and  retreated  from  the  shore,  many  of  liis  soldiers 
being  driven  overboard  by  the  rush  of  those  behind  them. 
Our  fire  was  returned  by  heavy  cannonading  from  his  gun- 
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boats,  which,  dischai^ed  upOD  our  tines  ahowera  of  grape, 
canister,  and  shell,  as  they  retired  with  their  convoy  in  the 
direction  of  Cairo. 

Polk  was  mistaken  in  eonclnding  that  all  the  Federal 
force  had  re^mbarked.  In  the  confosion  of  the  retreat, 
the  27th  Illinois  Regiment,  under  Colonel  N,  B,  Bnford, 
one  of  Polk's  old  West  Point  friends,  hod  been  separated 
from  the  rest  of  the  command ;  finding  itself  abandoned, 
it  made  its  way  northward  by  a  road  that  lay  some  little 
distance  from  the  river,  and,  reaching  the  river  at  a 
point  above  that  at  which  Qeueral  Grant  had  so  pre- 
cipitately taken  to  his  boats,  succeeded,  at  about  dark, 
in  getting  on  board  a  transport  without  molestation. 
The  absence  of  the  Confederate  cavalry  and  the  con- 
fusion of  the  pursuit  alone  prevents  the  discovery  and 
cf^ture  of  this  force. 

The  battle  of  Belmont  was  long  and  severe.  Begin- 
ning at  half-past  t«n  o'clock  in  the  morning,  it  did  not 
end  until  sunset.  The  losses  on  both  sides  showed  the 
character  of  the  fighting.  The  Confederate  loss  was  642 
killed,  wounded,  and  missing.  That  of  the  Federals 
most  be  placed  at  about  600.  Their  dead  and  nearly  all 
their  wounded  were  left  upon  the  field.  General  Pillow 
reports  that  he  buried  295  of  them,  and  that,  under  a 
flag  oftruce,  the  Federals  were  similarly  engaged  "a 
good  part  of  the  day,"  General  Grant  states  that  he 
carried  175  prisonera  from  the  fleld ;  and  General  Polk, 
that  after  a  liberal  exchange,  by  which  he  recovered  all 
of  his  own  men,  he  had  still  100  prisoners  in  his  hands. 
The  substantial  fruits  of  victory  were  therefore  with  ihe 
Confederates;  and  the  Congress  at  Richmond,  in  ac- 
knowledgment of  the  fact,  passed  resolutions  commend- 
ing Polk,  his  officers,  and  the  troops  under  bis  command, 
for  the  service  rendered. 
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The  chief  objecta  of  General  Grant's  attack,  a&  stated 
by  himself,  had  been,  first,  to  assist  a  movement  against 
Thompson's  command,  and  second,  to  break  np  the  camp 
at  Belmont.  If  this  be  so,  he  failed  in  botJi ;  for  the  camp 
was  continued,  and  the  disaster  to  his  command  compelled 
him  to  recall  the  troops  which  had  been  sent  after  Thomp- 
son. He  carried  off  two  cannon  and  a  number  of  sick  and 
wounded  Confederates  whom  he  found  in  Uieir  camp ; 
but  he  fled  the  field,  virtually  abandoning  one  of  his 
regiments,  leaving  his  dead  and  wounded,  a  large  pre- 
ponderance of  prisoners,  a  stand  of  his  colors,  one  thou- 
sand stand  of  arms,  and  the  caissons  of  hie  battery,  in 
the  hands  of  the  Confederates.  His  fight,  however,  had 
been  a  gallant  one,  and  at  one  time  the  entire  Confeder- 
ate Une  was  swept  before  his  onset  He  has  estimated 
his  force  at  3114  men,  while  the  commander  of  his 
1st  Br^ade  states  it  was  3500.  The  discrepancy  is,  no 
doubt,  accounted  for  by  the  fact  that  five  companies 
were  left  to  gnard  the  transports,  thus  leaving,  for  the 
actual  engagement,  the  number  of  troops  stated  by  him- 
self. When  the  battle  began.  General  Pillow  had  in  line 
2500  men,  exclusive  of  a  squadron  of  cavalry  and  a  bat- 
tery, and  by  eleven  o'clock  he  was  joined  by  "Walter's 
regiment,  numbering  about  SOO,  thus  giving  the  Confed- 
erates a  force  fully  equal  to  that  of  their  antagonists ; 
and  yet  they  were  driven  in  much  confusion  from  their 
position.  To  account  for  this,  several  reasons  were 
assigned :  the  correct  one  is  that  the  Confederates  were 
at  a  <lisadvantage  owing  to  the  exposed  position  in  which 
their  line  was  formed.'  The  evidence  shows  that  most 
of  the  line  of  battle,  especially  the  centei',  was  placed  in 
an  exposed  position  in  an  open  field,  with  a  heavy  wood 

I  See  reports  of  snbordJoatM,  "OBtcU  Baeoida,  War  of  BebeIll<A,'' 
ToL  111,  pp.  33D,  331,  362. 
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about  eighty  yards  distant  in  its  front  Under  the 
cover  of  this  wood  the  Federal  force  moved  forward  its 
line,  and,  halting  at  the  timber's  edge,  raked  tlie  field 
with  its  fire.  The  Confederates  had  been  on  the  ground 
for  several  weeks,  and  the  advantageons  positions  shonld 
have  been  familiar  to  them.  The  force  sent  over  to  aid 
in  opposing  Grant  was  on  tJie  ground  quite  long  enough 
before  the  battle  began  to  have  fonnd  out  a  better  posi- 
tion on  which  to  form,  and  it  stood  in  line  of  battle  one 
hoar  before  the  Federal  attack  was  mada  There  were 
several  portions  at  hand  any  one  of  which  woold  have 
been  better.  This  was  especially  the  case  with  the  ground 
in  the  rear  of  the  abatHs  of  felled  trees.^  It  is  difScnlt 
to  account  for  this  error  of  formation  without  taking  into 
consideration  the  charaeteristicB  of  General  Pillow,  the 
oflBcer  commanding  upon  the  field.  Pillow  was  a  man 
of  unhmited  personal  courage,  and  npon  this  occasion, 
the  first  in  this  war  in  which  he  had  had  an  opportunity 
to  come  to  blows  with  his  enemy,  he  no  doubt  mentally 
invested  his  soldiers  with  the  same  capacity  for  resist- 
ance that  he  felt  within  himself,  overlooking  the  fact 
that  they  were  fresh  levies  and  that  it  was  tlieir  first 
engagement  Be  this  as  it  may,  he  soon  found  that  lie 
was  unable  to  hold  his  position,  and  therefore  attempted 
to  dislodge  the  concealed  foe  by  a  series  of  gallant 
charges.  These  proved  of  no  avail,  and  after  losing 
heavily  he  had  to  give  way.  In  the  mean  time  he  must 
have  inflicted  heavy  loss  upon  the  enemy,  for  it  required 
the  preaanre  of  bnt  two  additional  regiments,  which 
arrived  about  twelve  o'clock,  and  numbered  together 
but  1000  men,  to  drive  Grant  from  the  field.  The  force 
which  won  the  battle  of  Belmont  was,  tlien,  about  400Ci 
men.  It  is  true  that  an  additional  reinforcement  of  two 
1  >•  Offldal  Beoords,  War  ot  RebeUlon,"  vol.  Ill,  pp.  340-3^ 
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regimeuts  of  abont  500  men  each  was  sent  across  the 
river,  but  they  arrived  after  the  Federal  force  had  been 
defeated,  and  took  part  only  in  the  puretiit. 

In  short,  it  may  bo  said  that  ttie  battle  was  fought  by 
3114  Federals  against  4000  Confederates,  the  result 
bi'iug  a  victory  for  the  latter;  and  that  subsequently 
tlie  Confederates  were  reinforced  by  1000  men,  with 
whom  they  took  up  the  pursuit,  thus  bringing  their 
total  upon  the  field  to  5000  of  all  arms.  In  comparing 
this  engagement  with  other  battles  of  the  war,  the  points 
of  resemblance  between  it  and  that  of  Shiloh,  fought  six 
montlis  later  and  upon  a  more  extended  scale,  must 
strike  every  observer.  If  Sliiloh  was  a  defeat  for  the 
Confederates,  then  by  a  similar  chain  of  occurrences  and 
conclusions  Grant  was  defeated  at  Belmont,  We  com- 
mend this  suggestion  to  the  writers  who  have  claimed 
Belmont  as  a  Federal  victory. 

In  tlie  following  letter,  written  ^a  Mrs.  Polk  Novem- 
lier  12,  the  general  sjyeaks  of  the  battle  and  describes  a 
painful  accident  by  which  he  nearly  lost  his  life : 

CoLUMBCS,  Kt.,  November  12, 1861, 
My  beloved  W^e:  I  write  you  a  letter  with  my  own  band 
that  you  may  see  1  am  safe  notwithstandinf^  the  battle  through 
which  wc  paaaed  on  the  7th,  and  the  terrific  explosion  yester- 
day of  the  Dahlgren  gon  earrying  a  128-pound  shot  I  was 
standing  within  ten  feet  of  the  gun  at  the  moment  of  the  ex- 
plosion. The  captain  of  tlie  oompany  to  which  the  squad 
of  men  serving  the  gun  belonged  was  killed  on  the  spot ;  so 
were  the  captain  of  the  gun  squad  and  five  otliers,  one  of 
these  being  one  of  my  aids,  Lieut«nant  Snowden.  Two  of 
the  men  wore  blown  into  the  river,  a  hundred  feet  below. 
Their  bodies  have  not  been  reoovered.  My  clothes  were  torn 
to  pieces,  and  I  was  literally  covered  with  dnst  and  fragments 
of  the  wreck.  1  was  only  injured  by  the  stunning  effect  of  the 
(It  was  about  this  time  yesterday.) 
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This  letter,  written  from  his  bed,  pays  less  atten- 
tion to  the  acmdent  than  ita  gravity  warranted;  the 
reason  lay  ia  his  somewhat  bruised  condition,  a  part 
of  it  being  a  ruptured  ear  drum.  A  more  extended 
account  of  the  catastrophe  from  the  man  who,  ne;ct  to 
Genend  Polk,  knew  more  about  it  than  any  one  left 
alive,  is  now  ^ven.  General  E.  W.  Rucker,  one  of  the 
picturesque  characters  of  the  war,  one  of  General  For- 
rest's most  able  brigade  commanders,  distinguished  for 
ability  and  unyielding  courage  in  the  many  c«Hnbat8  he 
conducted  or  shared,  writes:  "I  was  lieutenant  of 
Engineers,  W.  D.  Kckett  was  Captain  of  Engineers.  I 
was  principally  occupied  in  mounting  heavy  artillery; 
as  an  instance,  I  built  the  little  fort  and  mounted  therein 
the  big  gun."  It  rendered  good  service  in  the  battle  of 
the  7th,  at  the  close  of  which  it  had  been  left  charged*: 
whether  any  effort  had  been  made  to  draw  the  charge 
does  not  appear,  at  any  rate  four  days  after  the  battle, 
General  Polk  making  a  general  inspection  and  accom- 
panied by  Lieutenant  3nowden  of  the  Engineers,  stopped 
at  the  gun  to  compliment  the  Captain  of  the  Battery 
(Captain  Keiter)  on  his  good  work.  The  Captain  asked 
permission  to  fire  the  charge.  Knowing  no  reason  to 
the  contrary,  General  Polk  assented.  He  then  took 
position  on  the  parapet  with  Pickett  on  his  left  and 
Rucker  on  his  right.  "We  three  had  been  standing 
there  but  a  little  while  when  Captain  Keiter  with  bis 
men,  about  fifteen  as  I  remember,  came  up  and  saluted 
General  Polk,  and  s^d  he  was  ready,  and  asked  the 
General  if  he  would  not  step  to  the  windward  a  little 
in  order  to  better  observe  the  effect  of  the  shot,  which 
was  intended  to  go  up  the  river;  we  were  to  see  about 
where  it  would  fall  in  the  water:  the  gun  was  consider- 
ably elevated.    I  remember  distinctly  General  Polk's 
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reply.  He  said,  'Well,  if  it  goes  any  distance  I  will  be 
able  to  see  it.  If  you  are  ready  go  ahead.'  Capt^n 
Keiter  stepped  to  the  rear  and  gave  the  command 
'Fire,'  The  gunner  pulling  the  lanyard,  the  gun  im- 
mediately exploded  and  was  broken  all  to  pieces.  Almost 
at  the'same  instant  a  magazine  which  was  built  in  the 
parapet  on  the  right  aide  exploded  also.  There  were 
several  hundred  pounds  of  powder  or  more  which  ex- 
ploded. General  Polk  and  I  were  hurled  about  twenty- 
five  or  thirty  feet  back,  and  fell  tc^tber.  Where 
Colonel  Pickett  fell  I  do  not  know.  As  I  picked  myself 
up  I  felt  someone  by  my  side.  I  touched  him  and  in- 
quired, 'Who  is  this?'  and  the  answer  came,  'General 
Polk.'  It  was  as  dark  as  midnight,  or  appeared  bo,  the 
smoke  and  dust  having  gotten  into  our  eyes  and  hair 
and  clothes.  I  wanted  to  help  the  General  and  took 
hold  of  him  to  try  to  help  him  up,  but  he  said,  'Let  me 
alone  a  little  while.'  The  General  was  so  disabled  that 
he  was  carried  away  to  his  quarters  and  be  didn't  get 
out  again  for  some  weeks.  Colonel  Pickett  was  dis- 
abled, I  think  for  four  or  five  days  or  a  week,  I  got 
up  immediately  and  went  about  after  the  shock,  which 
didn't  last  but  a  few  minutes.  The  General,  Pickett 
and  I  were  the  only  ones  left  to  tell  the  tale,  detain 
Keiter,  about  nine  of  his  company,  and  Lieutenant 
Snowden  were  immediately  killed." 

The  nature  of  the  accident  cast  gloom  over  the  entire 
camp.  Both  Keiter  and  Snowden  were  exceptional  of- 
ficers and  popular  with  the  army.  Snowden's  genial 
youthfulness  together  with  his  ability  had  won  the  more 
than  kindly  regard  of  General  Polk,  as  well  as  that  of  his 
associates.  Enquiry  showed  that  the  uncertain  action  of 
the  cast  iron  of  that  day  was  respon^ble  for  the  disaster. 
Continuing,  the  letter  returns  to  the  evente  of  Uie  battle. 
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Aa  to  the  battle  of  the  7th,  I  telegraphed  yon  I  was  well,  as 
was  Hamilton,  and  both  unhanned.  It  was  a  sharp  affair,  and, 
I  suppose,  for  the  force  engaged,  as  fieroe  as  any  contest  of  the 
war.  At  the  outset  th^  had  the  best  of  it,  and  I  was  really 
a&aid  they  were  going  to  balance  acoonnta  with  ns  for  the 
Leeebnrg  affur.  Ton  will  remember  the  field  was  on  the 
other  aide  of  the  river,  and  I  had  to  throw  my  forces  over  on 
steamers.  I  was  at  a  great  disadvantage  in  the  face  of  a  well- 
served  battery,  but  I  shoved  the  regiments  over  and  followed 
them.  My  own  batteries  were  tamed  upon  them  from  this 
ade,  and  especially  my  large  favorite  from  the  top  of 
the  hill,  whose  fate  I  deplore.  They  soon  stwrtod  from 
their  poation  and  b^an  to  retire.  The  regiments  held  in 
reserve  by  me  now  supported  a  flank  movement,  which  I  had 
ordered  lo  be  made  by  Colonel  Marks  of  the  llth  Louisiana. 
The  ront  became  complete.  I  pressed  them  hard.  For  sev- 
eral milee  the  ground  was  strewn  with  their  dead,  aiomuni- 
tJoD,  knapsacks,  and  gans,  of  which  latter  we  got  aboat  1000. 
We  oontinned  oar  poraoit  to  their  boats,  which  took  them  up 
the  river.  My  own  impression  is  their  lose  in  killed,  wounded, 
and  missii^  cannot  fall  short  of  1000  to  1200.  Ours  amount  to 
a  fraction  over  600.  They  acknowledge  their  defeat.  I  will 
send  you  their  account  of  the  matter.  As  to  the  accounts  of 
the  affair  you  find  in  onr  papers,  they  are  about  as  correct 
as  such  things  generally  are. 

In  this  same  letter  he  describes  a  pleasant  meeting 
with  Colonel  Buford : 

I  and  othen  of  my  officers  have  spent  pretty  much  tiie 
vfa<de  day  in  my  boat  on  the  river  witii  Buford  (Col.  N.  E. 
Buford,  27th  Illinois)  and  his  of&cera,  discussing  the  principles 
of  exchange,  and  other  matters  connected  with  the  war.  He 
is  as  good  a  fellow  as  ever  lived,  and  most  devotedly  my 
friend ;  a  true  Christian,  a  true  sotdjer,  and  a  gentleman, 
every  inch  of  him.  He  said  it  did  him  good  to  come  down 
and  talk  with  me,  and  he  hoped  it  might  be  the  means  of 
peace,  and  so  on.  I  was  very  plain  and  clear  in  my  position, 
as  yon  may  know,  bat  very  kind. 
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After  completang  my  esohange,  I  had  still  about  one  hun- 
dred of  their  prisoners  in  my  keeping,  and  among  them  fifteen 
or  twenty  of  his  regiment.  These  he  vas  very  anxious  I 
^ould  let  him  take  back.  He  urged  me  in  every  way,  even 
on  the  score  o£  our  friendship ;  but  I  oonld  not  yield,  espe- 
oiatly  to  such  a  plea,  whioh  would  have  subjected  me  to  tho 
chai^  of  subordinating  individual  preferenoe  to  publie  duty. 
He  admitted  it,  and  was  obliged  to  leave  without  them,  but 
we  had  a  very  pleasant  day,  I  went  up  with  him  nearly  to 
Cairo.  He  wanted  me  to  go  and  spend  the  night  with  him; 
so  you  see  how  much  we  have  done  on  this  line  toward  ame- 
liorating the  severities  of  this  unfortunate  and  wretched  state 
of  things. 

In  another  letter  to  Mrs.  Polk,  dated  November  15,  he 
says: 

Since  the  accident,  I  have  been  up  the  river  on  two  oooa- 
sions  to  meet  flags  of  truce ;  once  to  meet  Grant,  and  to-day 
to  meet  my  friend  Buford.  My  interview  with  General 
Grant  was,  on  the  whole,  satisfactory.  It  waa  about  an 
exchange  of  prisoners.  He  looked  rather  grave,  I  thought, 
like  a  man  who  was  not  at  his  ease.  We  talked  pleasantly, 
and  I  succeeded  in  getting  a  smile  out  of  him  and  then  got 
on  well  enough.  I  dixcaseed  the  principles  on  which  I 
thought  the  war  should  be  conducted;  denounced  all  bfur- 
barity,  vandalism,  plundering,  and  all  that,  and  got  him  to 
say  that  he  would  join  in  putting  it  down.  I  was  favorably 
impressed  with  him;  he  is  undoubtedly  a  man  of  much  force. 
We  have  now  exchanged  five  or  six  fi^^,  and  he  grows  mor« 
civil  and  respectful  every  time. 

It  was  at  one  of  these  conferences,  after  the  biidneBs 
of  the  flag  of  truce  had  been  dispatched,  and  the  party 
had  adjourned  to  partake  of  a  simple  luncheon  provided 
by  the  Confederates,  that  the  gallant  Buford,  raising  his 
glass,  proposed  a  toast  to  "George  Washington,  the 
Father  of  his  Country."    Polk,  with  a  merry  twinkle  in 
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his  eye,  quickly  added,  "  Aud  the  firet  Rebel ! "  The 
Fedenil  oEBeers  joined  with  excellent  hmnor  in  the 
laughter  which  followed  this  sally,  and  gracefully  drank 
the  amended  toast 

Ou  another  occasion,  General  Cheatham,  who  wa-s  an 
ardent  devotee  of  the  turf,  dificovered  symptoms  of  a 
like  weakness  in  Qetieral  Grant ;  and  after  conversing 
for  some  time  upon  official  matters,  the  conversation 
drifted  to  the  subject  of  horses.  The  congenial  topie 
was  pursued  to  the  satisfaction  of  both  parties,  until  it 
ended  in  a  gravely  humorous  suggestion  from  Cheatham 
to  Grant  that,  as  fighting  was  so  troubk'Bome  a  business, 
they  might  do  well  to  settle  the  vexing  questions  about 
which  the  sections  were  at  war  by  a  grand  international 
horse-race  on'the  Missouri  shore!  Grant  laughingly 
answered  that  he  wished  it  might  be  so. 

The  following  correspondence  between  Polk  and 
Grant  will  show  the  endeavors  of  the  former  t«  culti- 
vate the  amenities  of  war  and  to  relax  its  rigonms  de- 
mands so  far  as  was  compatible  with  the  interests  of 
the  service. 

General  PoUe  to  Oetieral  Qrant 

BZADQVARTKBa,  IST  DIVISION,  WbOTBRN  DepABTMBNT, 

Columbus,  Kr.,  October  14, 1861. 
To  the  Commanditiff  Officer  at  Cairo  and  Bird's  Point: 

I  have  in  my  camp  a  number  of  prisoners  of  the  Federal 
army,  and  am  informed  there  are  prisoners  belon^g  to  the 
HisBouri  State  troops  in  yoars.  I  propose  an  exchange  of 
these  prisoueTB,  and  for  that  purpose  send  Captain  Polk  of 
the  Artillery,  and  Lieutenant  Smith  of  the  Infantry,  both 
of  tb»  Confederate  army,  with  a  flag  of  trace,  to  deliver  to 
yon  this  eommnnicatiou  and  to  know  your  pleasure. 

The  principles  recognized  in  the  exchange  of  prisoners 
effected  on  the  3d  of  September  between  Brigadier-General 
Pillow  of  the  Confederate  army  and  Colonel  Wallace  of  the 
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United  Stat«s  army  ara  tkose  I  propose  as  a  basis  of  that 
now  contemplated.    Rospoottully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Leonidas  Polk, 
Mqjor- General  Comtnanding. 

General  Grant  to  Qenerai  I'olk. 

Hkaixjcabtkbs,  DiBTBifTT  8.  B.  Missomu, 
Cairo,  October  14, 1861. 
General:  Yours  of  tlus  date  is  just  received.  In  regard  to 
the  exchange  of  prisoners,  I  recognize  no  soutliem  Confed- 
eracy myself,  but  will  commuuioate  with  higher  authority  for 
their  views.  Should  I  not  be  sustained,  I  will  find  means  of 
communicating  with  you.     Respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

U.  S.  Grant, 
Brigadier- General  Commanding. 
To  Majok-Oenebal  Folk,  Coluubus,  Ey. 

After  the  battle  of  Belmont  the  following  correspond- 
ence was  exchanged  between  Generals  Grant  and  Polk : 

General  Grant  to  General  PolJc. 

Cairo,  III.,  November  8, 1861. 
General  Commanding  Forces,  Columbus,  Ky, 

Sir:  In  the  skirmish  of  yesterday,  in  which  both  parlies 
have  behaved  with  so  much  gallantry,  many  unfortunate 
men  were  left  upon  the  field  of  battle  whom  it  was  impos- 
sible to  provide  for. 

I  now  send,  in  the  interest  of  humanity,  to  have  these  un- 
fortunates collected  and  medical  attendance  secured  them. 

Colonel  Webster,  Chief  of  Engineers,  District  Southeast 
Missouri,  goes  bearer  of  this,  and  will  express  to  you  my 
views  upon  the  course  that  should  be  pursued  under  circum- 
stances such  as  those  of  yesterday. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

U.  S.  Grant,  Brigadier-General. 


n,g,t,7.dt,'G00glc 


55]  CASJi!   OF  THE    WOUNDED.  51 

Gemeral  PoUc  to  Oenerai  Grant. 

HSADQUASTKBS,  IST  DIVISION,  WbBTEEN  BePARTUKNT, 

CoLTJUBUs,  Kr,,  November  S,  1861. 
er-Gmeral  U.  S.  Grant,  U.  S.A..- 

I  have  received  your  note  in  regard  to  your  wounded  and 
killed  left  on  the  battlefield  after  yesterday'^  engagement. 

The  lateness  of  the  Lour  at  which  my  troops  returned  to 
the  princip^  scene  of  the  action  prevented  my  bestowing  tlie 
eare  upon  your  wouoded  which  I  desired.  Such  attentions 
as  were  practicable  were  shown  them,  and  meamres  were 
taken  at  an  early  hoar  this  morning  to  have  them  all  brought 
into  my  hospitals.  Provisioa  was  also  made  for  taking  care 
ot  your  dead.  The  permission  you  desire  under  your  flag  of 
trace  ia  granted  with  pleasure,  under  such  restrictions  as  the 
exigencies  of  our  service  may  require. 

In  yoor  note  you  say  nothing  of  an  exchange  of  prisoners, 
though  yon  send  me  a  private  message  as  to  your  willingness 
to  release  certain  wounded  men  and  some  invaUds,  taken 
from  our  list  of  sick  in  eamp,  and  expect  in  return  a  corre- 
sponding list  of  prisoners.  My  own  feelings  would  prompt 
me  to  waive  again  the  unimportant  affectation  of  declining  to 
recognize  these  States  as  belligerents;  but  my  government 
requires  all  prisoners  to  be  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  War.  I  have  dispatehed  turn  to  know  if  the  case  of 
the  severely  wounded  by  me  would  form  an  exception. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 

Your  obedient  servant, 

L.  PoiiK, 
Major-General,  C.  S.  A. 

Otneral  Qranl  to  General  Polk. 

Caibo,  III.,  November  10, 1861. 
MajOT'Oeneral  Polk,  commanding  at  Columbus,  Ky. 

General:  It  grieves  me  to  have  to  trouble  yon  again  with  a 
flag  of  truce,  but  Mrs.  Colonel  Bougherty,  whose  husband  is  a 
prisoner  witti  you,  is  very  anxious  to  join  him  under  such 
reabietioiu  as  yon  may  impose,  and  I  uuderstaod  that  some 
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of  your  officers  expressed  the  opiuioQ  that  do  objections  would 
be  interposed, 

I  will  be  most  hnppy  to  reeiprooaite  in  a  similar  manner  at 
any  time  you  may  request  it. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

U.  8.  Grant, 
Brigadier- General,  U.S.A. 

General  FoU:  to  General  Grant. 

Hg&DQUABTBBS,  l8T  DIVISION, 


'i  Dkfabtmemt,  C.  &.  A. 
Brigadter-General  U.  S.  Grant. 

Sir:  I  am  in  receipt  of  your  letter  under  cover  of  your 
flag  of  truce,  asking  for  Mrs-  Dougherty  the  privilege  of  join- 
ing her  hosband,  who  was  unfortunately  wounded  in  the  affair 
of  the  7th. 

It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  grant  her  the  opportunity  of 
rendering  such  grateful  service,  and  I  hope  through  her 
attentions  the  colonel  may  speedily  be  restored  to  such  a 
condition  of  health  as  is  compatible  with  the  loss  he  is  obliged 
to  sustain, 

Recipromting  your  expressions  of  a  readiness  to  interchange 
kind  offices,  I  remain,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

L.Polk, 
Mtyor- General  Commanding. 

Thongh  General  Polk's  first  battle  had  resulted  in  a 
victory  for  wliicli  he  and  his  officers  and  men  received  the 
public  thanks  of  the  Confederate  Congress,  and  though 
he  had  never  stood  higher,  nor  perhaps  so  high,  in  the 
esteem  and  confidence  of  his  fellow-citizens,  his  anxiety 
to  he  relieved  from  military  service  was  greater  than 
ever.  It  was  at  this  time  that  he  received  President 
Davis's  letter  declining,  for  the  present,  to  accept  his 
resignation ;  and,  in  the  hope  of  release  at  a  fnture  but 
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not  distant  day,  he  wrote  to  Mrs.  Polk,  under  date  of 
November  25,  as  toUowB : 

I  am  in  receipt  of  your  letters  informing  me  that  yon  are 
eomfortably  settled  in  Nadiville  and  satisfied  with  your 
location.  I  hope  you  and  our  dear  children  may  have  a 
pleasant  winter,  or  one  as  much  bo  as  in  the  nature  of  things 
is  practicable.  I  often  think  of  you  and  long  for  the  time  to 
come  when  I  can  feel  free  to  be  among  you,  quietly  settled, 
with  nothing  pressing  apon  me,  so  that  I  could  enjoy  your 
society  again.  This  I  trost  may  yet  be  our  privilege,  and  that 
too  at  no  very  distant  day.  I  am  as  busy  a  man  as  there  is  on 
the  faee  of  the  earth,  I  dare  say.  From  the  time  I  get  np  in 
&e  morning  until  I  go  to  bed  at  n^ht,  it  is  worlc,  work,  work, 
and  has  been  so  now  for  four  months.  How  I  manage  to 
stand  it,  and  have  as  good  health  as  I  do  have  (for  I  never 
had  better  in  all  my  life),  is  a  wonder  unto  many.  But  I  take 
everything  very  quietly  and  am  very  patient.  I  ttunk  I  have 
learned  something  of  that  virtue  by  my  army  experience.  I 
hope,  too,  that  in  that  respect  I  have  done  some  good  by 
example. 

And  again  he  wrote : 

It  is  Christmas  Day  1  A  day  on  which  angels  sang  "  Glory 
to  God  in  the  highest,  peace  on  earth,  and  good  will  toward 
men,"  and  oh !  how  my  heart  yearns  to  join  in  the  same  song, 
if  our  enemies  would  let  us.  Indeed,  I  may  say  with  truth,  I 
can  and  do  feel  the  full  force  of  the  sentiment  of  the  song 
toward  them.  Notwithstanding  the  warlike  purposes  in 
their  hearts,  I  feel  no  unkindnese  toward  them  or  toward 
any  living  being,  and  would  bless  and  pray  for  them  if  they 
wotdd  let  me.  But  we  tmst  now  as  ever  that  the  Lord  will 
dehver  us  out  of  their  hands,  and  that  with  a  great  dehver- 
anee,  and  give  them  a  better  mind. 

We  now  give  an  extract  from  a  sketch  of  General 
Polk  by  Mrs.  Mai^aret  Sumner  McLean,  daughter  of 
the  late  General  Sumner,  U.  S.  A.,  and  wife  of  Colonel 
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Eugene  E.  McLean,  formerly  captain  of  the  Ist  Infantry, 
U.  S.  A.,  and,  during  the  war,  of  the  Confederate  army, 
a  portion  of  the  time  being  attached  to  the  Btaff  of  Qen- 
sral  Polk. 

It  would  be  matter  of  pleasure  if  our  pen  could  do 
justice  to  this  brief  and  faithful  chronicle — this  picture 
from  life  by  a  pfted  woman  endowed  with  rare  power 
of  obeervation  and  insight  into  character.  We  commend 
it  to  our  readers. 

Whea  I  call  to  mind  my  recollections  of  General  Polk,  and 
reinember  the  change  that  has  taken  place  in  my  feelings  and 
judgment  from  the  day  I  saw  him  first,  as  the  newly  appointed 
bishop -general,  for  whom  I  felt  some  repngnanoe,  till  that 
last  moment  when  he  lay  in  his  coffin, — "  done  to  death"  for  a 
cause  in  which  he  believed  and  hallowed,—!  seem  to  have 
been  living  two  lives.  But  out  of  it  all  there  grows  stronger 
and  stronger  the  conviction  that  such  a  man  never  lived  and 
died  ia  Tain.  Somewhere  in  this  world,  in  the  hearts  of  those 
who  knew  and  loved  him,  must  his  memory  ever  evoke  images 
of  self-saorifiee,  generosity,  clear  conceptions  of  right  and 
wrong,  a  soul  nndimmed  by  sordid  considerations,  a  genial 
manner  that  must  have  an  ennobling  effect. 

For  myself,  his  acquaiatance  was  sometliing  more  than  a 
liberal  education ;  it  was  an  appreciative  sympathy  in  the 
darkest  hour  of  my  life;  a  wise  counsel  that  was  as  sorely 
needed  as  it  was  freely  given.  But  these  reminiscences 
onght  to  tell  all  this,  and  more,  if  at  all  true  to  him. 

The  first  time  I  saw  General  Polk  was  in  Riclunond,  at  the 
beginning  of  t)ie  war,  when  the  "  Spottswood  House "  was 
the  Executive  Msusion  of  the  Confederacy,  and  i  was  one  of 
the  party  that  met  daily  at  dinn(?r  in  what  was  knovm  as  the 
President's  dininR-room,  where  we  met,  from  time  to  time, 
the  distinguished  men  who  came  to  the  capital,  and  whom 
Mr.  I>ft\-is  was  in  the  habit  of  entertaining  at  these  informal 
dinners.  On  this  occasion  he  introduced  General  Polk  to  the 
party,  with  a  playful  reniark  t»  the  effect  tluit  life  was  said 
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to  be  only  a  oirole,  luid  bis  friend  was  handsomely  illustrat- 
ing it.  I  did  not  understand  the  applicatioti,  not  remembw- 
ing,  in  the  rash  of  events,  the  history  of  Oener&l  Polk,  or 
conneoting  him  in  my  mind  with  the  Bishop  of  Louisiana 
who  bad  graduated  at  West  Point ;  and  when  we  were  called 
on  by  Mr.  Davis  to  pledge  the  new  general,  I  turned,  aa  I 
raised  my  glass,  and  said  to  my  neighbor,  "  What  is  it  all 
about  t " 

"  The  bishop,  yoa  know," 

And  as  it  dawned  upon  me,  I  showed  saoh  a  revulsioii  of 
feeling  that  Mrs.  Davis,  hurriedly,  but  with  the  kindness  that 
always  characterized  her  where  I  was  concerned,  sent  me  a 
scrap  of  paper  with  the  words, "  Don't  look  so  disapproba- 
tive." All  kinds  of  revolutionary  things  were  happening  in 
those  days,  and  I  was  constantly  being  called  on  to  adjust 
myself  to  new  positions  for  which  my  earlier  associations  had 
entirely  unfitted  me,— such  as  seeing  in  society  private  sol- 
diers and  non-commissioned  officers  of  the  best  families, — and 
1  had  learned  the  necessity  before  I  had  appreciated  the 
reasons.  So,  in  this  case,  1  felt  grateful  to  Mrs.  Daris,  ate 
my  dinner,  listened  to  all  that  was  said,  with  a  running  com- 
mentary in  my  own  mind  not  in  the  least  complimentary  to 
Mther  the  bishop  or  the  general,  though  I  often  told  him  in 
after  days  that  in  my  moat  prejudiced  moments  I  acknowl- 
edged he  looked  every  inch  a  soldier.  And  when  I  met  his 
genial  smiJe,  and  the  least  deprecatory  expression,  which  I 
never  saw  afterward,  it  required  something  of  an  effort  to  be 
true  to  my  principles. 

General  Polk  was  never  tormented  by  doubts  as  to  the  pro- 
priety of  his  course.  Having  once  made  up  his  mind,  he  was 
not  the  man  to  look  back ;  but,  as  he  said,  it  was  a  new  at- 
mosphere, "fresh."  I  would  auj^est,  "We  generally  temper 
it  for  chnrehmen,"  when  he  would  laugh  and  rab  his  hands, 
saying,  "  Oh,  that's  too  bad  !  tliat'n  too  bad ! "  I  see  tbe 
twinkle  in  his  eye  now,  and  love  to  remember  that  in  his  gay 
moments,  as  in  hb  more  serious  ones,  he  fulfilled  my  ideal  of 
the  Christian  gentleman. 

I  did  not  see  General  Polk  after  he  left  Biohmond  until  I 
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met  him  in  Columbus,  imd«r  circiimst&iices  as  different  as 
could  well  be  oonoeived,  but  whieli  forever  establisked  his 
claims  to  my  Hgheat  respect  and  admiration.  He  was  at  the 
time  in  command  of  the  lai^st  army  in  the  West,  and 
guarded  the  Mississippi  at  that  point  so  effectnaHy  that  after 
the  repulse  at  Belmoat  the  Federal  troops  nerer  made  an- 
other attempt  to  oarry  that  point.  We  arrived  in  Columbus, 
or  near  it,  at  the  very  moment  the  battle  of  Belmont  was 
beii^  fought ;  Belmont  being  on  the  opposite  or  western  bank 
of  the  river,  and  held,  as  we  supposed,  by  Confederate  troops. 
A  shot  across  the  bow  of  our  boat,  followed  quickly  by  others, 
told  a  different  tale,  and  the  spy-glasses  soon  revealed  the 
"  blue-coats  "  at  the  guns.  Only  for  a  short  time,  however. 
The  Confedemtes  regained  their  portion,  General  Polk  hav- 
ing in  person,  at  the  head  of  his  reinforcements,  decided  the 
fate  of  the  day  in  favor  of  the  Confederates,  forcing  Qeneral 
Grant  to  retire,  leaving  liis  wounded  on  the  field.  No  sooner 
had  our  boa.t  rounded  to  at  the  Columbus  wharf,  than  an 
officer  of  General  Polk's  staff  jumped  on  board,  with  orders 
that  the  boat  proceed,  without  an  instant's  delay,  to  the 
opposite  (Belmont)  side  of  the  river.  There  was  no  time  for 
any  one  to  disembark,  and  1  found  myself,  in  a  few  moments, 
in  the  midst  of  the  horrors  of  war.  The  boat  was  needed  to 
transport  the  prisoners,  the  dying,  and  the  dead.  And  what  a 
procession  it  was!  So  little  in  unison  with  the  golden  glow 
of  the  setting  sun  that  bathed  every  near  and  distant  objeot 
in  a  soft  and  tender  light !  Prisoners,  mostly  Germans,  look- 
ing sulky ;  wounded  of  both  armies,  meeting  the  same  treat- 
ment, and  bearing  their  sufferings  with  the  same  stoicism; 
and,  lastly,  tlie  dead  Confederates,  about  thirty  in  number^ 
those  few  who  had  friends  to  caro  for  their  mortal  remains. 
Down  they  came,  one  by  one,  wrapped  each  in  his  blanket, 
and  laid  side  by  side,  with  their  faces  uncovered.  I  had  always 
heard  that  persons  dying  from  gunshot  wounds  bore  peaceful 
expressions ;  but  of  that  whole  group,  I  saw  only  one  young 
man  whose  face  1  can  even  now  recall  with  anything  but 
terror.  He  looked  as  if  he  might  indeed  be  sleeping  his  last 
sleep,  while  the  others  were  disfigured  and  distorted  by  the 
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p&BBioiis  of  the  Iftst  moment,  and  on«  man  had  hu  hand  nuaed 
and  clenched  as  if  defying  death  itself.  The  whole  socne  vaa 
like  some  terrible  nightmare.  I  seemed  to  be  in  a  dream 
from  which  I  oould  not  awake  till  I  fonnd  myself  at  General 
Polk's  headqnartere — a  large  frame-honiie  entirely  deserted 
and  desolate  enough,  but  in  harmony  with  all  I  had  seen  and 
fete.  Aa  I  waa  stan^g  on  the  porob  in  the  gray  of  the  even- 
ing, not  a  light  in  or  about  tiie  house,  a  rapid,  irregolar  firing 
and  shonting  announced  the  return  of  the  victors.  Some  one 
advised  me  to  go  in,  saying,  "  Victorious  troops  are  always 
dangerous,  and  Columbus  will  be  as  unsafe  as  Belmont  for  the 
next  hour  or  two."  Jnst  at  this  moment  an  old  black  woman 
appeared  and  saad  to  me,  "  There  is  a  gentleman  dying  in  one 
of  the  rooms."  I  went  in  without  a  moment's  thought  or 
fear,  and  saw  Major  Eklward  Butler,'  of  Louisiana,  mortally 
wounded,  bnt  rettuning  his  oonsoiousness  and  anxions  to  see 
General  Polk.  I  sat  down  beside  faim.  It  seemed  hours, 
though  really  it  was  not  very  long,  before  the  general  and 
staff  returned  full  of  exultation. 

That  old  bouse  waa  vivified.  It  was  alive  with  martial 
spirit.  It  needed  not  the  surroundings  of  ordinary  comfort 
and  convenience.  It  was  the  most  glorious  place  I  ever  was 
in,  and  lit  up  with  its  own  fire  even  the  death-bed  of  that 
gallant  man,  who  seemed  to  draw  new  life  from  it.  His  eye 
flashed  with  more  than  mortal  bri^tness.  His  voice  took 
a  new  ring,  and  when  General  Polk  came  into  the  room  and 
bowed  his  head  over  that  low  pallet,  the  two  men  seemed 
to  exchange  characters;  on  Qeneral  Polk's  coantonanae  was 
the  pain  and  snfFeriug ;  on  Major  Butler's  the  triumph,  as  he 
said,  "  Oeneral  Polk,  I  want  you  to  bear  witness  that  I  died 
in  the  line  of  my  duty.  T  did  not  recklessly  go  in  advance 
of  my  men  till  it  became  necessary ;  and  my  only  regret  is, 
tiiat  I  cannot  live  to  be  of  some  service  to  my  country."  The 
general  was  entirely  overcome;  he  could  only  grasp  the  hand 
of  the  dying  man,  and  say  in  broken  tones,  "  I  will  make 
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it  my  duty  to  folflll  your  wishes;  your  father  ahall  know 
alL"  After  a  few  moments'  silence,  more  eloquent  thut 
prayer,  tie  softly  left  the  room,  saying  tome,  with  a  deep  mgh, 
"Ah!  this  is  the  other  rade  of  war";  while  Major  Butler  said, 
"  There  goes  one  of  the  noblest  men  God  ever  made."  After 
some  hours,  during  which  we  had  taint  hopes  that  Major 
Butler  might  be  saved,  it  became  evident  that  he  could  last 
but  a  few  minutes  longer,  and  Oenersl  Polk  was  sent  for.  In 
the  early  dawn  of  the  morning  he  came  into  Uie  room,  stood 
by  the  bed,  took  Major  Butler's  hand  in  his  own,  and,  as  the 
spirit  winged  its  flight,  raised  his  hand  and  invoked  the  bless- 
ing of  Almighty  God  on  that  departing  soul.  There  were 
some  men  in  that  room  who  had  never  before  been  impressed 
with  the  reality  of  a  blessiDg,  and  who  told  me  afterward 
they  could  never  forget  the  power  that  seemed  to  emanate 
from  the  presence  and  words  of  the  general.  From  tliat 
moment  I  never  had  any  doubts  as  to  the  bishop-general 
being  the  right  man  in  the  right  place.  I  dwell  the  more  on 
this  episode,  and  all  it  taught  me  and  others,  because  to 
many  tiie  only  vulnerable  point  in  Seneral  Polk's  whole  career 
was  his  exchange  of  the  miter  for  the  sword,  and  because  I 
would  hope  to  show  how,  in  his  life,  he  was  as  oonacientioualy 
true  to  the  one  as  to  the  other.  To  my  mind  he  elevated 
both. 

The  next  incident  I  remember  was  going  on  a  steamer, 
under  a  flag  of  truce,  to  make  arrangements  for  the  exchange 
of  prisoners,— a  trip  suggested  by  the  general,  who,  in  the 
midst  of  the  many  duties  and  esoitements  following  a  success- 
ful battle,  found  time  to  think  that  a  change  of  scene  would 
be  grateful  to  me  after  the  terrible  sights  of  the  day  before; 
and  be  said,  "  You  must  go  on  the  boat  and  see  that  your 
Yankee  friends  get  good  terms."  It  was  one  of  General 
Polk's  characteristics  that  he  carried  no  personal  feelings  into 
the  war.  He  was  actuated  solely  by  a  sense  of  duty,  and 
used,  white  in  Columbus,  to  meet  the  United  States  officers 
under  flags  of  truce,  and,  if  report  spoke  truly,  forget  for  the 
time  that  they  were  enemies.  I  remember  a  captious  article 
in  a  Memptus  paper  on  such  an  interview,  and  the  general's 
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remark  when  urged  to  reply  to  it, — "  My  whole  life  must 
speak  for  me."  He  hod  more  unoonaoious  grandeur  o{ 
thonght  and  aoUoa  than  almost  any  pereou  I  ereF  met )  more 
of  the  tone  that  pves  luster  to  character,  like  ttie  enamel  en- 
tering into  the  creation  of  the  potter's  hand,  and  imparting 
to  the  original  sabstanoe  and  its  accidental  coloring  a  new 
Talne  and  brillian*^. 


n,g,t,7.dt,'G00glc 


APPENDIX  TO  CHAPTER  IL 

In  the  preceding  chapter  it  ie  stated  th&t  when  Oeneral 
Johnston  took  comnund  in  the  West,  General  Polk  waa  es- 
pecially entrusted  with  the  defense  of  the  HisaiBeippi  River, 
and  that  for  a  time  he  was  also  charged  with  the  d^enses  of 
the  Tennessee  and  the  Cumborhmd.  After  the  fall  of  Forts 
Henry  and  Donelsun,  General  Johnston  requested  him  to  fur- 
nish a  report  of  hia  connection  with  that  work.  In  oomph- 
auee  with  this  request,  General  Polk  wrote : 

Hsm^nARnHS,  Pibst  Cobps.  Abut  or  thb  HisBiasiPPi, 
CoanrrR,  Mraa.,  April  1, 1862. 

0«Heral  ■■  In  eonformit;  with  yoar  order  to  report  to  yon  on  the  de~ 
femwB  of  the  Tonnesaee  knd  Cumberhuid  rivers  >t  the  time  of  my 
taking  eooiiDaiid  In  the  Went,  I  have  to  aay  that  those  defstiaes  were  at 
the  time  not  Included  In  my  command,  nor  were  they  anfll  aft«r  yon 
ansamad  chutte  of  the  Western  Department.  Hy  eommaod,  np  to  that 
time,  was  limited  on  the  norUi  and  east  by  the  Tennessee  HlTer. 

Shortly  after  you  took  command  of  the  Western  Department,  Lleutfln- 
ant  Dixon,  of  the  CkirpH  of  Engineers,  iras  instrueted  by  you  to  mi^e  on 
eiaminatlDn  'of  the  works  at  Forts  Henry  and  Donelaon,  and  to  report 
upon  tbem.  These  InfitrucHoDB  were  complied  with,  and  he  reported 
that  the  forraer  fort,  which  was  nnariy  completed,  was  built  not  it  the  most 
favorable  pofltton,  but  that  It  was  a  atn>nK  work;  and  instead  of  aban- 
doninK  It  and  building  at  another  place,  he  advlned  that  It  ahoald  be 
completed,  and  the  other  workn  constructed  on  the  hiehlauds  just  above 
the  fort  on  the  oppoidt«  eldp  of  the  river.  Measurea  for  tbe  necompllsh- 
ment  of  this  work  were  adopted  as  the  means  at  oor  dlapoMil  would  allow. 
A  netcro  force,  olfnrpd  by  tlie  planter*  on  the  Tenneasieeln  Nortb  Alabama, 
was  employed  on  the  work,  and  efforts  were  made  to  pueh  It  to  comple- 
tion as  fast  aa  the  means  at  command  woold  allow.  Lieutenant  Dixon 
alKi  made  a  similar  reconnaissance  on  the  Cumberland,  and  gave  it  •* 
bis  opinion  that  altbough  a  better  poslUon  might  have  been  chosen  for 
the  fortldcatlonB  of  the  river,  yet,  under  the  eircumst«nces  then  sur- 
rounding our  command,  It  would  be  better  to  retain  and  strangtbeo  the 
60 
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podtlvn  ehowm.  He  aeoordliigl;  nude  snTreys  for  addltfoiul  ontwoi^ 
uid  the  serrioe  ot  ■  Moalderable  llAve  torce  wu  obtained  to  conatmet 
them.  This  work  was  contiiiaed  and  kept  UDdsr  the  auperviaion  ot 
Lkutaaaut  DUon.  Iiieutenwit  Dixon  also  adTkaed  the  placing  of  ob- 
itniedoiui  In  the  Cumbertaud  at  a  eertalD  point  below,  where  there  was 
ihoAl  water,  so  aa  lo  aSord  protection  to  the  Dperativee  engaged  on  the 
foniflcationB  against  the  enemf'a  gunboats.  This  was  done,  and  It  oper- 
ated as  a  cheek  to  the  nBTi)(atloD  so  long  ae  the  water  contiDued  low- 
Yon  are  aware  that  efforts  were  made  to  obtain  beayy  ordnance  to 
arm  these  foria;  but  aa  we  had  to  rely  on  supplies  from  the  Atlantlo  sea- 
eoaat  the;  oame  alowl; ,  and  It  became  necessary  to  divert  a  number  of 
^eees  intended  for  Columbus  to  the  aerrlce  of  those  torts. 

The  principal  dlfBeult;  in  the  wa;  of  a  successful  defense  of  the  rivers 
Id  qnsatlon  was  the  want  of  an  adequate  force,—  a  force  ot  Infantry  and 
a  force  ot  eiperieneed  artUlBrisls.  They  were  applied  for  hy  you,  and 
also  by  me ;  and  the  appeal  was  made  earnestly  to  sTery  quarter  whence 
relief  might  be  hoped  tor.  Why  It  was  not  fumlaheii,  others  must  say. 
I  believe  the  chief  reason,  so  far  aa  Infantry  was  can<!«med,  was  the 
want  ot  arms.  As  to  eipertenced  artillerists,  they  were  not  in  the 
country,  or,  at  least,  to  be  spared  from  other  polnte. 

WbenOeneral  Tilghnian  wasmadeabrlgadier-general,  be  was  assigned 
by  yoD  t«  tbe  command  ot  tlie  defenses  on  the  Tennessee  and  Cumbei^ 
land.  It  waa  at  the  time  when  the  operations  of  tbe  enemy  had  begun 
to  be  acUve  on  those  rivers,  and  the  difficulty  of  oommunicating  as 
rapidly  as  the  exigencies  ot  the  service  required,  throuxh  the  drcoitons 
route  to  Colnmbua,  made  It  expedient  tor  him  to  place  hinuelt  In  direct 
eommunieath>n  with  the  general  headquarters. 

Nevertheless,  all  the  support  I  could  give  him,  in  answer  to  his  calls, 
waeaffOTded. 

He  received  from  Columbus  a  detachment  of  artillery  olBcers,  as  In- 
structors of  his  troope  in  that  arm,  on  two  severml  occasionB,  and  all  the 
Infantry  at  my  command  that  could  be  spared  from  the  defenses  ot 
Colnmbusi 

The  Importance  of  gunboats  as  an  element  ot  power  In  our  mlUtary 
operations  waa  frequently  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  government. 

One  transprat  boat,  the  "  Eastport,"  waa  ordered  to  be  purchased  and 
convarted  into  a  gunboat  on  tbe  Tennessee  River )  but  it  waa,  unfortu- 
nately, too  late  to  bo  of  any  servloe. 

Beapeetfullf  yonr  obedient  servant. 

L.  Polk. 
Jfqjor-OiMwml  ContmaHiiiig, 

To  GtaniKii.  A.  S.  JoHHSTON.  Commanding  Army  of  the 
Mississippi,  Corinth,  Mi«i>, 
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COhVMSUS. 
Jaudart  to  March,  1662. 

ColnmboB  after  the  battle  of  Belmont —  Efforte  of  JohoBton  And  Polk  to 
obtain  rdnforcemente.— Qeneral  Polk  to  Hr.  IteTls  OD  operationa  In 
Htssouii.— General  Polk  sends  batteriea  lo  General  Price  and  reghnents 
toQenei^  JahnBtcn. — General  Polk's  appeal  to  Governor  Pettus  of  Hia- 
sissippluikd  to  the  antboritlea  of  TennesHee.— General  Palkagsia  urges 
tbe  acceptance  of  his  resignation.— Arrival  of  General  Beanretcard. — 
8tat«  of  Oeoeral  Beauregwd'a  health.— Generals  Polk,  Stewut,  Hsl- 
leck,  Culiom.  and  Admiral  Foote's  views  as  to  tbe  strength  of  Columbna. 
—  General  Beauregard  entertains  a  different  opinion. — Evacuatlou  of 
Cotumbus  ordenid. —  General  Polk  wlHbeB  to  hold  It —  Letters  to  Mrs. 
Polk. — Extract  from  oiBclal  report 

The  winter  at  Columbus  was  one  of  watchful  sus- 
pense. The  Union  troops,  as  pi-edicted  by  General  Polk, 
intended  to  make  their  next  ini])ortaut  movement  at 
some  point  in  the  West,  with  a  view  of  opening  the 
Mississippi  River. 

With  an  extensive  frontier  to  defend,  and  an  adequate 
force  at  no  single  point,  it  may  be  readily  conceived 
that  throughout  the  line  there  was  an  anxious  feeling. 
General  Johnston  made  every  appeal  in  his  power,  both 
to  Confederate  and  State  authorities,  for  aid.  General 
Polk,  on  his  part,  in  harmony  with  Johnston's  views, 
spared  no  effort,  ofHoial  or  individual,  to  arouse  the  na- 
tional and  local  authorities  to  a  sense  of  the  impor- 
tance of  successfully  meeting  the  anticipated  advance. 
At  his  request  General  Alcorn  went  to  Jackson  to  see 
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Governor  Pettns  of  Mississippi;  General  Cheatham  to 
Nashville  to  confer  with  Governor  Harris  of  Tennessee ; 
and  Mr.  N.  R.  Jenniugs  to  Richmond,  on  a  mission  to 
President  Davis.  £ach  of  these  delegates  carried  in- 
formttion  of  the  expected  movement,  and  each  was  in- 
structed to  urge  the  sending  of  reinforcements  and  to 
say  that  it  was  of  the  utmost  importance  that  the  Sonth 
should  put  forward  its  strength  at  once  in  Kentucky. 
In  the  meanwliile  General  Polk  continued  his  efforts  to 
make  Columbus  a  stronghold,  and  was  doing  all  that  was 
possible,  with  the  limited  means  at  his  disposal,  to  put 
Island  No.  10,  New  Madrid  (in  connection  with  the  isl- 
and), and  Fort  Pillow  in  a  state  of  defense. 

Solicitous  to  have  the  Federals  in  Missouri  held  in 
check  by  the  Confederate  forces  there,  in  order  to  keep 
them  from  the  left  dank  of  his  own  line,  General  Polk 
also  sent  a  messenger  to  Price  and  McGullough  to  know 
their  plans  and  the  state  of  their  forces.  On  January 
3, 1862,  he  wrote  to  President  Davis : 

I  gave  Qeueral  Price  to  understand  that  I  regarded  ener- 
getic action  on  his  part,  in  keeping  the  enemy  employed  in 
Uiesonri,  of  the  highest  imjMrtaiice  to  the  defense  of  my 
present  portion,  and  that  I  hoped  be  would  leave  no  effort 
nnmade  to  keep  liimaelf  in  the  field  during  the  winter.  In  my 
letter  to  him  I  expressed  the  opinion  that  if  the  Confederate 
Oovemment  could  help  Missouri  from  the  east,  it  must  be 
through  Columbaa,  and  I  was  not  without  hope  of  yet  aiding 
in  the  emancipation  of  St.  Louis  throogh  this  route. 

So  long  as  the  Federal  forces  under  Halleck  are  kept  em- 
ployed by  Price  in  Minsoori,  they  cannot  cooperate  with  Buell 
against  Johnston,  nor  be  concentrated  against  me  on  my 
right  or  left  flank.  I  hope,  therefore,  we  shall  not  fail  to 
occupy  him  fully  with  all  the  resources  at  our  command.  I 
have  sent  General  Price  several  batteries ;  troops  I  have  none 
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As  a  part  of  the  history  of  this  period,  we  here  give 
Price's  answer  to  Folk ;  it  was  not  at  hand,  however,  wheD 
Polk  wrote  Mr.  Davis.  The  letter  really  relates  specially 
to  a  suggestion  from  Folk  that  a  combined  naval  and  land 
attack  might  be  made  upon  Cairo  and  St.  Louis  before 
the  enemy's  flotilla  was  ready.  See  Correspondence  with 
Admiral  Hollias  and  Colonel  Bowen,  War  Records  Office: 
Head  Quarters,  Mo.,  State  Guard, 
Springfield,  December  23d,  186L 

General:  I  acknowledge  with-  very  great  pleasure  the 
receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  4th  lost.  It  was  banded  to  me 
yesterday,  by  Mr.  Burton,  who  also  gave  me  the  informatioD, 
which  you  de«red  hitn  to  communicate  to  me.  I  fully  agree 
with  you  that  it  is  all  important  that  we  should  be  kept  ad- 
vised (so  far  as  may  be  sale  or  expedient)  of  each  other's  posi- 
tion, strength  and  plans,  &  ehall  be  glad  to  aid  you  in  the 
accomplishment  of  that  object.  Your  plans,  as  made  known 
to  me  by  Mr.  Burton,  meet  my  full  concurrence,  &  I  promise 
you  my  earnest  cooperation  in  the  execution  of  them. 

There  are  two  main  obstacles  in  the  way  of  the  successful 
prosecution  of  the  war  in  this  State,  one  of  which  ought  to  have 
been  long  since  overcome,  &  the  other  of  which  ought  never 
to  have  existed,  &  the  present  existence  of  both  of  which  is  due 
mainly,  if  not  altogether  to  the  Conduct  of  Genl.  McCulloch. 

1st  The  fact  that  the  great  majority  of  those  who  desire 
to  take  up  arms  on  the  part  of  the  South,  are  prevented  from 
doing  BO  by  the  enemy's  occupation  of  the  State,  which  closes 
to  them  eveiy  avenue  of  approach  to  my  army,  and 

2d  The  dissatisfaction  which  General  McCulloch's  con- 
stant refusal  to  cooperate  with  us  has  engendered  in  the  minds 
of  the  people  of  Missouri,  &  which  lead  them  to  doubt  wheth^ 
the  Confederate  Government  really  sympathizes  with,  and 
desires  to  aid,  them. 

The  most  populous  and  the  truest  counties  of  the  State  lie 
upon,  or  north  of  the  Missouri  River.  Had  Genl.  McCulloch, 
in  response  to  my  urgent  entreaties  accompanied  me  to  that 
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River,  immediately  after  the  Battle  of  Springfield,  we  could 
have  easily  maintained  our  position  there,  until  my  Anny 
(which  was  in  fact  augmented  from  less  than  6,000,  to  more 
than  16,000  men  during  the  few  days  we  lay  there)  would  have 
been  increased  to  at  least  50,000,  and  four-fifths  of  the  State 
would  have  fallen  without  a  stru^e  into  our  possession.  Aa 
it  was,  however,  I  was  soon  threatened  by  overwhelming  num- 
bers, &  compelled  to  fall  back  again  to  the  Southern  border 
<tf  the  State;  &  thousands  of  those  who  had  flocked  to  my  atand- 
ard,  feeling  that  they  had  been  betrayed  and  abandoned  by 
the  Confederate  Government  returned  to  their  homes,  discon- 
tcDted  and  disheartened. 

Again,  after  the  late  retreat  of  the  enemy  from  the  South- 
west, I  begged  Gcnl.  McCulloch  to  accompany  me  to  the 
Missouri,  &  he  again  refused  to  do  so.  I  started  thither  with 
my  own  Army,  &  reached  the  Osage  just  as  the  time  of  service 
of  three-fourths  of  my  men  was  expiring.  Nearly  every  one  of 
them  had  left  his  home,  months  before,  without  an  hour's 
notice,  and  leaving  their  families  unprotected  and  unprovided 
for.  A  severe  winter  was  at  hand.  The  men  were  them- 
selves badly  clod,  &  not  one  of  them  had  ever  received  a  dime 
in  payment  of  his  services.  Many  of  them  insisted  upon  going 
home  for  a  few  weeks  to  procure  clothing  for  themselves  &  to 
make  some  provision  for  the  comfort  of  their  families,  which 
were  exposed  not  only  to  the  severity  of  a  Missouri  winter,  but 
to  the  fury  of  an  enemy,  whose  barbarity  cannot  be  described. 
I  could  not  refuse  their  reasonable  request,  &  my  army  became 
so  ranall  that  it  would  have  been  highly  perilous  for  me  to  have 
crossed  the  Osage,  threatened  as  I  was  from  Kansas,  from 
Sadalia,  &  from  Rolla.  Knowing,  however,  that  thousands 
of  the  people  on  the  Northern  ^de  of  the  Missouri  would  come 
to  me  even  at  this  season,  if  I  could  but  open  the  way  for  them , 
I  sent  a  detachment  of  1,100  men  to  Lexington,  which  after 
remaining  only  a  part  of  one  day,  gathered  together  about 
2,500  recruits,  and  escorted  them  in  safety  to  me,  at  Osceola. 
Could  the  detachment  have  remained  on  the  River  only  a  few 
days  longer  the  number  of  recruits  would  have  been  indefinitely 
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increased,  but  the  enemy  havli^  gotten  ioi^ght  into  the  move- 
ment concentrated  their  forces  agtunst  it,  &  compelled  it  to 
return.  There  are  many  counties,  north  of  the  River  in  which 
organized  companies  of  from  500  to  1,500  are  now  ready  to 
join  &  are  only  awaiting  an  opportunity  to  do  so. 

Appreciating  as  I  do  the  great  importance  of  this  movement 
in  the  direction  of  the  Missouri,  I  wrote  to  Genl.  McCulloch 
again  on  the  6th  inst.  begging  him  to  cooperate  with  me  in  it. 
I  received  a  reply  a  few  days  ago,  written  on  the  14tb  inst, 
at  Ft.  Smith,  by  Col.  Mcintosh,  who  commands  the  Diviaoa 
in  the  absence  of  the  Genl.  He  says  that  it  is  impossible  for 
him  to  grant  my  request,  because  he  has  been  c<Hnpelled  to 
Bead  three  R^ments  into  the  Indian  Territory,  &  was  ex- 
pecting to  send  others  for  the  defense  of  Memphis,  &  because 
also  of  the  want  of  clothing  for  his  troops  &  of  "the  great  dis- 
tance to  be  travelled  in  the  depth  of  winter  over  the  bleak 
prairies  of  Missouri. "  With  the  cooperation  of  those  troops 
I  could  not  only  have  advanced  te  the  River,  &  recnuted  my 
army  to  any  de^rable  extent,  but  could  have  destroyed  the 
Rail  Roads  of  which  the  enemy  have  always  had  poeaeaaoD, 
and  which  give  them  an  immense  advantage  over  us;  &  this 
being  done  we  could  have  ea^Iy  driven  the  enemy  into  St. 
Louis  before  the  opening  of  Spring;  &  while  accomplishing 
this  we  would  have  created  a  powerful  diversion  in  favor  of  our 
armies  in  Ky,  My  troops  and  the  people  knew  these  facts 
&  the  knowledge  of  their  existence,  crcatta  as  I  before  Baid 
the  greatest  dissatisfaction  with  &  distrust  of,  the  Confederate 
Government.  This  feeling  grows  daily,  &  will  do  us  uncal- 
culable  harm  if  it  be  not  speedily  quieted.  There  is  not  at 
this  lime  a  dngle  Confederate  Soldier  in  the  State,  nor  does 
there  seem  to  be  any  likelihood  that  one  will  come  into  it, 
during  the  winter;  whilst  there  are  at  least  50,000  troops  in 
it,  from  Kansas,  Iowa,  Illinois,  Wisconsin,  Michigan,  Indiana 
&  Ohio.  How  long  can  we  be  expected  to  carry  on  this  unequal 
contest,  almost  completely  isolated  as  we  are  from  the  Southern 
States,  &  surrounded  on  three  sides  by  hostile  States,  &  espe- 
cially ijriien  it  is  taken  into  consideration  that  we  have  not 
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a  fdngte  dollar  with  which  to  coaduct  the  war.  SomeUuDg  must 
be  done,  &  that  speedily.  I  have  abandoned  all  hope  of 
get^g  the  cooperation  of  Genl.  McCulloch.  Your  kind  letter 
(NHnee  therefore  most  seasonably  and  doubly  welcome.  We 
may  yet  make  this  winter  Campaign  result  in  the  deliverance 
of  Missouri;  or  at  least  in  great  good  to  our  cause.  I  will  have 
at  least  twenty  thousand  men  under  my  command  in  a  very 
short  time,  &  will  gladly  unite  with  you  in  a  movement  upon 
St.  Louis,  as  suggested  by  you.  If  you  will  mature  your  plans 
&  communicate  them  to  me,  you  will  be  seconded  in  the  execu- 
tion of  them  not  only  by  myself,  but  by  every  man  in  my 
Army,  &  whether  we  succeed  in  the  main  object  or  not  we  will 
accomplish  a  great  deal.  Our  people  will  see  that  the  Govt, 
really  de^res  to  assist  them;  their  way  to  the  Army  will,  at 
the  same  time,  be  opened  to  them  by  the  withdrawal  of  the 
enemy's  forces  from  the  rest  of  the  State  for  the  protection  of 
St.  Louis;  &  they  will  come  to  us  from  every  quarter  by  hun- 
dreds &  by  thousands.  I  am  informed  too  that  there  are 
over  6,000  men  in  St.  Louis  ready  to  spni^  to  arms  at  the 
first  gleam  of  hope.  I  do  therefore  hope  that  you  will  find 
it  expedient  to  undertake  the  execution  of  your  bold,  &  well 
conceived  plui.  You  will  have  my  hearty  cooperation.  The 
bearer,  Mr.  Burton  will  inform  you  more  particularly  of  the 
strength  of  my  Army. 

If  this  letter  is  read  in  connection  with  the  "  Fight  for 
Missouri "  written  by  Colonel  Thomas  L.  Snead,  General 
Price's  Chief  of  Staff,  an  excellent  picture  of  affairs  in 
Missouri  during  1861  can  be  had,  so  far  as  they  were 
controlled  by  the  State  forces,  known  as  the  State 
Guard,  and  by  the  Confederate  forces  controlled  by 
General  McCullough.  There  was  at  no  time  cordial 
co-operation  between  these  two  and  it  was  not  always 
easy  to  say  just  where  the  blame  lay.  It  is  plain,  however, 
that  just  before  and  after  the  battle  of  Springfield  the 
Confederate  Government  lacked  boldness  in  its  measures 
for  the  support  of  its  friends  in  Missouri. 


n,g,t,7.dt,'G00glc 


68  DEFENSE  OF  NEW  MADRID.  [1882 

In  response  to  a  call  for  men  from  General  Jolmaton, 
General  Polk  wrote  on  December  30 : 

I  have  seat  forward  to  yoa  all  of  the  infantry  of  Bowen's 
command,  aa  also  BeynoldB's  and  Campbell's  regiments.  I 
Imve  also  ordered  forward  Hudson's  and  Beltzhoover's  bat- 
teries. These,  I  suppose  (for  it  has  been  very  difficult  to  get 
accurate  returns),  would  make  the  force  about  5000 ;  I  wish  I 
could  make  it  10,000. 

I  am  informed  General  McCullongh's  force  in  Arkansas  is 
10,000  strong,  and  is  in  winter  quarters.  It  is  certain  now  that 
no  movement  will  be  made  by  the  enemy  in  southwestern  Mis- 
Bouri  until  spring.  I  beg  leave  respectfully  to  submit  that  in 
that  case  this  force  m^ht,  with  great  — very  great — advantager 
be  employed  in  southeastern  Missouri  during  the  emergency 
immediately  before  us,  and  tkerefore  ask  that  it  may  be 
ordered  to  the  defense  of  New  Madrid  and  the  region  round 
about.  The  forces  there  have  all  disbanded,  and  I  have  no 
reason  to  hope  they  can  again  be  enlisted  in  any  short  time. 
This  leaves  me  to  provide  force  for  the  defense  of  New 
Madrid,  and  my  resources  for  that  purpose  are  very  limited. 
I  have  had  a  fort  eonatnicted  there,  and  armed  it  stron^y 
with  heavy  guns.  I  have  placed  for  its  defense  two  Arkansas 
regiments  under  Colonel  Qantt,  and  these  imperfectly  armed ; 
but  that  side  of  the  river  should  have  a  much  stronger  force, 
and  I  know  not  where  it  is  to  come  from,  if  not  from 
McCullongh's  force. 

General  Johnston  fully  appreciated  the  importance  of 
bringing  MeCullongire  force  over  to  the  Mississippi 
River  at  Kew  Madrid,  and  he  applied  for  half  of  it;  but 
a  threatened  movement  of  Federals  from  southwest  Mis. 
souri  seemed  to  require  that  all  of  it  should  be  left  to 
protect  Arkansas.  If  10,000  men,  or  evon  5000,  could 
have  been  placed  at  New  Madrid,  and  a  like  force  brought 
up  from  the  Gulf  coast,  where  it  was  not  then  needed,  it 
is  permissible  to  believe  that  the  disasters  so  soon  to  fall 
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Upon  the  Eentncky  line  might  have  been  avoided.  But 
the  influence  of  individual  States  (in  accord  with  an  ex- 
^^rated  application  of  the  doctrine  of  "  State  rights  ") 
hampered  the  general  government  by  insisting,  in  an- 
swer to  local  clamor,  npon  the  retention  of  troops  at 
points  in  no  way  vital  to  the  common  cause.  For  this 
reason  concentration  was  prevented.  The  error  was 
soon  realized,  hut  it  was  then  too  late  to  rectify  it. 

In  the  autumn  of  1861  Major-General  HaJleck  was 
assigned  to  the  command  of  the  Federal  armies  in  the 
West,  and  under  his  direction,  with  the  special  super- 
vision of  Mr.  Lincoln,  the  greatest  efforts  were  mode  \a 
open  in  the  comiog  upring  an  active  campaign  on  both 
sides  of  the  Mississippi.  In  southwest  Missouri  a  col- 
umn under  General  Curtis  was  gatliering  to  move  into 
Arkansas;  at  St.  Louis  and  Cairo  two  others  were  form- 
ing— one  under  General  Grant,  another  under  General 
Pope — to  operate  down  the  Mississippi,  or  the  Tennessee 
and  Cumberland,  as  future  developments  might  prove 
best  General  Buell  at  the  same  time  was  organizing 
his  forces  for  a  movement  npon  General  Hardee  at 
Bowling  Green,  and  upon  Crittenden  in  the  eastern 
part  of  the  State.  The  first  of  these  operations  Buell 
himself  directed ;  the  second  he  committed  to  General 
George  H.  Thomas.  By  the  middle  of  February  these 
several  corps,  aggregating  hardly  less  than  100,000  men, 
wer6  ready  for  tlie  march.  To  oppose  them,  General 
Johnston  mustered  about  55,000  in  all  at  the  sevei-al 
points  upon  his  widely  extended  hue. 

General  Polk  had  organized  an  efQcient  secret  service 
which  kept  him  informed  of  the  preparations  in  his  front, 
and  in  a  series  of  letters  laid  his  information  before  the 
proper  officials.  On  January  12  he  wrote  to  President 
Davis: 
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Hia  flotilla  is  composed  of  the  gunbo&te,  mortar-boats, 
and  transportB  enumerated  in  the  aoeompanjing  aUp ;  tiae  is 
taken  from  one  of  their  own  pnblicationB,  and  verified  sub- 
stantially by  other  information.  This  flotilla  is  to  be  sup- 
ported by  a  land  force ;  of  the  tmrnber  composing  this  force 
we  hare  no  certain  information,  bat  we  have  reason  to  believe 
it  will  reaob  From  30,000  to  50,000.  Since  taking  poBeession 
of  this  place  in  September,  I  have  been  actively  engaged  in 
putting  it  into  as  complete  a  cundition  of  defense  as  the 
means  at  my  disponal  would  allow.  These  means  have  been 
far  less  than  I  desired.  The  work,  however,  is  one  of  decided 
strength,  and  it  will  offer  a  stem  resistance  to  any  attack 
that  may  be  made  upon  it.  I  regret  to  say  that  my  foroe  is 
mnch  below  what  is  required  for  the  work  before  it.  Within 
the  last  fortnight,  under  a  call  from  General  Johnston,  I  felt 
obliged  to  send  him  between  4000  and  5000  men,  which  I 
oould  not  well  spare.  I  have  caUed  upon  the  govemon  of  the 
States  behw  tts  for  aid.  The  aid  has  not  been  furnished  a» 
the  neeessities  of  my  position  demand.  We  ahaO,  however,  mate 
the  best  defense  our  aratmetanees  mU  aOow. 

Of  the  character  of  these  defenses  no  one  was  better 
fitted  to  speak  than  Gt^neral  A.  P.  Stewart,  who  com- 
manded the  river  batteries.     In  a  letter  to  the  writer  he 


On  the  occupation  of  Columbus,  where  Oeneral  Polk  as- 
sumed command  in  person,  he  applied  himself  diligently  to 
preparations  for  defense.  Extensive  works  were  oonBtmcted 
on  the  bluff  and  ridge  above  the  town,  numeraus  batteries 
lined  the  river-bank  at  the  foot  of  the  bluff,  the  approaches 
from  below  were  guarded  by  defensive  works,  and  the  chan- 
nel of  the  river  protected  by  a  system  of  torpedoes.  A  foroe 
was  camped  across  the  river  to  clear  away  the  timber  from 
the  west  bank,  in  order  to  expose  the  ground  to  the  Are 
from  the  forts  and  batteries.  The  wisdom  of  this  precau- 
tion was  demonstrated  on  the  7th  of  November,  the  day  on 
which  the  battle  of  Belmont  occurred.    Daring  the  winter, 
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preparationB  for  defense  were  continaed.  Uag&nnei  were 
ecmstrDcted  and  stored  with  ammiuution,  storaboiises  filled 
with  provisions,  the  works  were  improved  and  extended,  the 
troops  drilled,  ever?  praotioable  means  adopted  to  render  the 
place  as  strong  as  possible  and  capable  of  standing  a  siege 
or  assault  by  any  force  the  enemy  could  bring  against  it. 

In  a  letter  written  early  in  Jauaary  General  Polk 
expresses  himself  as  pleased  with  the  condition  of  the 
works  at  Columbtis : 

We  are  still  quiet  here.  I  am  employed  in  making  more 
and  more  difficult  the  task  to  take  this  place,  hnd  feel  I  am, 
in  a  good  measure,  accomplishing  it.  I  have  now,  mounted 
and  in  position,  all  round  my  works,  140  cannon  of  varioos 
oahbera,  and  they  look  not  a  little  formidable.  Besdes  this 
I  am  paving  the  bottom  of  the  river  with  eubmarine  bat- 
teries, to  say  nothing  of  a  heavy  chain  across  the  river.  I 
am  planting  mines  out  in  the  roads  also,  so  that  if  they  make 
their  appearance,  we  will  not  fail  to  give  them  a  warm 


Early  in  Jannary  General  Halleck  reached  the  con- 
clusion that  the  special  object  for  which  General  Polk 
labored  had  been  accomplished,  for  he  wrote  General 
McClellan  on  January  20 : 

"Cohimbus  cannot  be  taken  without  an  immeuge 
siege-train  and  a  terrible  loss  of  life.  I  have  thoroughly 
studied  its  defenses ;  they  are  very  strong.  But  it  can 
be  turned,  paralyzed,  and  fort«d  to  Burreiider." ' 

In  accordauce  with  the  idea  suggested  iu  this  dispatch  n 
movement  npon  Forts  Henry  and  Donelson  was  decided 
upon.  It  was  to  cover  his  preparations  for  this  advance 
that  General  Halleck,  on  January  6,  directed  General 
Grant  to  make  a  demonstration  against  Columbus.  Geu- 
1  "Offlolal  BecordH,  War  rf  BebelUoD,"  vol.  tIU,  p.  B09. 
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eral  Bnell  at  the  same  time  was  requested  to  aid  liy  a 
simultaneous  advance  toward  Bowling  Green,  On  Jan- 
uary 14  Orant  moved  from  C^ro  to  the  Kentucky  shore 
with  a  force  of  8000  men,  and  at  the  same  time  pushed  out 
from  Paducah  a  column  of  5000.  Advancing  the  main 
hody  to  within  fifteen  miles  of  Columbus,  he  halted  and 
sent  out  reeoimoitering  parties.  Some  such  movement 
had  been  considered  a  possibility  as  part  of  the  spring 
campaign,  and  in  December  Johnston  had  suggested  to 
Polk  that,  ill  case  the  enemy  shoidd  attempt  to  penetrate 
into  Tennessee  by  passing  between  Coliunbus  and  the 
Tennessee  River,  he  might  withdraw  from  his  post  force 
euough  to  oppose  tlieir  march.  Subsequently,  liowever, 
to  meet  the  threatened  movement  upon  Bowling  Green, 
he  had  withdrawn  5000  men  fixim  Folk ;  these,  as  has 
been  said,  were  sent  about  two  weeks  before  Grant's 
movement.  This  left  Polk  but  12,800  men,  and  he  saw 
tliat  even  if  Grant  continued  liis  march  toward  Tennes- 
see as  had  been  suggested,  tlie  necessity  of  keeping  a 
good  garrison  in  the  works  at  Columbus,  to  meet  any 
sudden  descent  of  the  large  flotilla  then  at  Cairo,  would 
leave  him  too  small  a  force  to  do  more  than  operate  on 
the  enemy's  flank  and  rear.  He  sent  out  his  cavalry 
with  two  regiments  of  infantry  as  a  force  of  observa- 
tion, and  waited  for  further  developments  of  the  enemy's 
design. 

Pending  these  developments,  he  wrote  to  Johnston, 
January  17: 

In  view  at  the  paramoont  importance  of  holding  this  pod- 
tion,  which  is  the  key  to  the  whole  MiBsiseippi  Valley,  it  has 
appeared  to  me  that  my  first  duty  was  to  make  everytbio^ 
bend  to  the  accomplishment  of  that  object  This  will  require 
me  to  take  no  risk  that  may  involve  its  loss. 

In  view,  then,  of  the  Bmallnesa  of  my  force,  I  see  nothing 
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le£t  me  bat  to  strengthen  my  positioTi  and  await  his  ooming, 
makiiig  only  such  tliveraiona  u  may  be  attempted  with  Bi^ety, 
and  throwing  the  reaponsilnlity  of  taking  oare  of  such  f  oree 
as  we  cannot  diepoee  of  on  the  War  Department  and  the  peo- 
ple of  the  States  around  as  generally.  It  is  an  alt^natiTe  I 
should  gladly  have  avoided,  but  the  inadequacy  of  the  force 
at  my  disposal  leaves  me  none  other.  The  eoundness  of  the 
positaoii  in  my  judgment  cannot  be  disputed,  especially  as  I 
have  provisions  enongb  in  store  within  my  lines  to  last  a  force 
of  25,000  men  120  days.  I  have  resolved,  ther^ore,  to  stand  a 
nege,  imd  look  to  the  general  govemwent  for  »»eh  aid  as  the  War 
Dqimrtment  and  the  oounlry  mat/  qfford  me. 

The  enemy,  however,  soon  satisfied  with  the  demon- 
stration, withdrew  to  their  original  positions  in  order  to 
complete  the  preparations  for  the  advance  upon  the  real 
objective  points,  Forts  Henry  and  Donelson. 

Oeneral  Polk  now  made  a  second  attempt  to  resign 
from  the  army.  He  had  never  ceased  to  hope  for  the 
time  when  he  might  retire,  and,  learning  that  General 
Beauregard  had  been  ordered  to  Columbus,  he  wrote 
President  Davis,  presenting  his  resignation.  The  fol- 
lowing was  written  to  his  wife,  on  January  31 : 

tt  is  very  cold  here, — the  weather  bad,  and  all  military 
operations  stopped.  You  see  Beauregard  has  been  ordered 
here ;  that  suits  me  very  well,  as  it  will  fumiah  the  ground  of 
my  insisting  on  Davie's  allowing  me  now  to  retire,  which  I 
have  done  by  letter  by  Hamilton  and  sent  it  to  Richmond. 
Bttt  tku  U  a  aeeret.  I  presume  he  cannot  now  decline.  I  am 
resolutely  prepared  to  do  my  duty,  whatever  may  be  the  result ; 
with  God's  blessing,  I  hope  I  shall  be  faithful  to  whatever 
issue  awaite  me. 

Mr.  Davis  declined  to  accept  the  resignation.  Port 
Henry  had  fallen,  and  Fort  Donelson  was  closely  in- 
vested, and  now,  more  than  ever,  every  man  was  needed. 
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In  the  face  of  dieaster  Oeneral  Polk  could  not  withdraw ; 
the  reasoQB  which  impelled  Mm  to  enter  the  army  at  the 
beginning  of  the  conflict  were  now  even  more  pressing. 
He  therefore  again  accepted  the  President's  refusal,  and 
moved  on  in  the  discharge  of  duties  he  had  hoped  to 
resign  into  the  bands  of  the  distinguished  officer  tbe 
government  had  sent  to  his  aid.  Here  is  a  letter  to 
Mrs.  Polk,  begun  on  February  15,  in  which  he  tells  some- 
thing of  his  plan  to  cooperate  in  the  defense  of  Fort 
Douelson : 

I  see  they  have  had  hard  fighting  at  Fort  Douelson  the  last 
four  days,  and  that  our  troops  have  held  their  own  thus  far 
very  decisively.  This  is  cause  of  gteaX  congratulation  cer- 
tainly, and  I  hope  Johnston  may  be  able  to  give  that  colomn 
all  the  aid  it  needs.  I  send  out  toward  Paduoah  to-morrow 
a  strong  column  under  the  direction  of  General  Cheatham, 
for  the  purpose  of  checking  reinforcements  to  the  enemy  at 
Donelson.  The  weather  is  wretched  for  sucha  march,  and  the 
roada  worse ;  but  it  is  neoeasary,  and  must  be  done.  I  shall 
also  make  a  demonstration  on  Bird's  Point. 

Sunday,  16th.  I  have  just  received  a  diapatfih  from  Oen- 
eral  Johnston  instructing  me  to  withhold  the  movement  on 
Padueab.  General  Beauregard  is  expected  to-morrotr ;  he  is 
unwell  at  Jackaon.  His  staff  is  here.  I  have  tlius  far  ful* 
filled  my  mission,  by  general  consent,  which  was  to  hold  the 
Mississippi  River  against  all  comers.  I  have  Btrongly  fortified 
my  position  so  as  to  make  the  enemy  stand  at  a  respectful 
distance.  I  am  now  ready  to  turn  over  my  stewardship  to 
Qeneral  Beauregard,  and  hope  he  may  take  good  care  of  it  in 
the  future  as  I  have  in  the  past.  I  shall,  of  course,  give  him 
my  frank  and  most  generous  support. 

In  the  latter  part  of  January  General  Beauregard  had 
been  ordered  to  report  fo  General  Johnston  for  assign- 
ment to  duty  at  Columbus.  He  arrived  at  Jackson, 
Tenn.,  about  the  middle  of  February,  but,  being  too  ill 
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to  jotteeed  to  Golnmbus,  he  requested  Oeneral  Polk  to 
visit  him  at  Jackson.  The  fall  of  Forts  Henry  and 
Donelfion,  and  the  declared  purpose  of  the  Federals  to 
push  their  forces  up  the  Tennessee  River,  thus  tnming 
Columbus  on  the  right,  made  the  further  occupation  of 
the  position  a  senous  question.  O-eneral  Beauregard 
bad  sent  his  chief  of  staff,  Colonel  Jordan,  and  bis  engi- 
neer officer,  Captain  Harris,  to  Columbus,  and  they  had 
made  such  reports  to  him  concerning  the  nature  of  the 
works  that  be  was  inclined  to  doubt  their  efScienoy. 
This,  together  with  the  necessity  be  was  under  to  gather 
as  large  a  force  as  possible  with  which  to  meet  the  ene- 
my's movement  up  the  Tennessee,  seemed  to  convince 
bim  that  Columbus  should  be  evacuated  and  the  defense 
of  the  river  made  at  Island  No.  10  and  Fort  Pillow. 
These  pointe  he  considered  not  only  more  defensible 
than  Columbus,  but  defensible  with  a  smaller  force, 
which  would  enable  bim  to  take,  for  field  operations,  a 
part  of  the  command  then  bedding  the  river,  to  use  in 
conjunction  with  the  troops  be  was  gathering  along  the 
line  of  the  Memphis  &  Charleston  Railroad.  When,  in 
the  eouference  at  Jackson,  Qeneral  Beauregard  unfolded 
these  views  to  Oeneral  Polk,  Polk  was  not  disposed  to 
yield  a  ready  assent  to  all  of  them.  He  recognized  the 
necessity  for  gathering  a  force  for  field  operations.'  It 
was  indeed  exactly  what  he  and  every  other  prominent 
officer  in  the  department  had  for  six  months  been  urging 
npon  the  authorities.  He,  however,  questioned  the  ad- 
visability, even  for  this  purpose,  of  giving  up  Columbns. 
The  works  had  been  accepted  and  approved  by  Colonel 
Gilmer,  the  chief  engineer  of  the  department,  an  officer 
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who  Bubsequently  became  the  head  of  the  Gorpa  of 
En^eers  in  the  Confederacy ;  and  they  also  met  with 
the  approval  of  General  Johnaton.  General  Beauregard 
himself  was,  it  ia  true,  an  able  engineer ;  it  was  that 
very  fact  which  had  caused  the  government  to  order 
him  to  Colombos  to  take  charge  of  the  work  hitherto 
consigned  to  Folk;  but  Beanregard  had  neither  been 
to  Colnmbns,  nor  had  he  seen  the  works.  He  was  a 
siek  man  relying  upon  the  jndgment  of  others,  and 
Polk,  looking  to  Beauregard  himself,  was  reluctant  to 
accept  the  opinions  of  his  staff  officers  as  final  upon  so 
vital  a  qiiestion,  and  he  held  this  opinion,  even  tiiou^ 
ready  to  accord  proper  weight  to  the  jndgment  and 
experience  of  the  ofRcei-s  in  question.  In  spite  of  any 
Etrategioal  fault  which  might  be  committed  in  an  at- 
tempt to  hold  it,  and  with  a  full  recognition  of  the 
possibility  of  ultimate  capture,  Polk  urged  upon  Beatu^- 
gard  that,  just  at  that  time,  the  moral  effect  of  a  deter- 
mined stand  at  Columbus  would  be  of  great  service  to 
the  Confederate  arms.  Admitting  the  correctness  of 
some  of  the  criticisms  passed  upon  the  works,  there  was 
yet  time  to  correct  the  alleged  serious  defects.  In  fact, 
he  maintained  that  the  labor  and  time  needed  to  trans- 
fer the  guns  and  stores  and  put  Uie  former  into  position 
at  Island  No.  10  would  be  greater  than  that  needed  for 
the  proposed  alteration.'     As  to  the  force  that  would  be 

I  The  obJeeUon  raised  ma  clileflf  >f;>liiiit  ■  portion  of  the  Torka  pro- 
vided for  defense  upon  the  luid  aide,  A  eiiticfsm  tnaed  upon  the 
preMBM  of  WDOden  wsrehoniieii  Inside  the  forts  wu  founded  upon  a 
misconception  of  the  Mtosl  oonditlon  present. 

There  were  unple  eerth-eoTered  mkffailnee  wf tliln  the  fort  for  the  stor- 
ing of  kll  snpplleti  needed  for  B  sieRe.  The  bnildlags  In  qneetlaD  had  been 
erected  for  tempontry  niie  earl;  In  the  occupation,  and  had  been  con- 
tinued merely  because  they  afforded  a  conTenlent  depot  for  all  the  troops 
on  the  h^i^te.  There  was  no  intention  to  keep  tbem  aa  permaoent 
depots,  and  in  twenty-fonr  hours  all  could  have  been  demolished. 
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needed,  General  Polk  was  willing  to  undertake  to  hold 
Columbus  with  six  or  seven  thousand  men,  or  with  even 
a  smaller  number,  if  General  Beauregard  would  consent, 
— counting,  of  course,  upon  the  ability  of  that  ofScer  to 
give  some  occupation  to  the  enemy,  then  ou  the  Tennes- 
see River  in  his  rear. 

Writing  to  a  member  of  his  family  from  Jackson,  on 
February  16,  he  said :  "As  I  was  the  first  of  our  general 
officers  to  enter  Kentucky,  it  seems  as  If  I  am  to  be  the 
last  to  leave  it.  I  went  there  to  stay,  and  I  feel  it  my 
duty  to  do  what  I  went  for." 

It  is  more  than  probable  that  General  Polk's  attitude 
upon  this  question  caused  General  Beauregard  to  pre- 
sent to  the  government  the  alternative  of  att«mpting  to 
hold  Columbus  with  a  reduced  garrison.  Be  tliat  as  it 
may,  on  February  18  he  sent  General  Cooper  the  follow- 
ing dispatch : 

(Confidential.) 

Jackson,  Tenn.,  February  18, 1862. 

ColombuB  with  present  defensive  resources  must  meet  the 
fate  of  Fort  Donelson  with  the  loss  of  the  entire  army,  as  all 
ways  of  retreat  by  rail  or  river  can  be  out  off  b;  the  enemy's 
superior  force  from  Tennessee  River — a  hazard  contrary  to 
the  art  of  war.  Therefore  should  now  decide  whether  to  hold 
Columbus  to  the  last  extremity,  with  its  (rarrison  [say  thirty- 
five  hundred  (3600)  men],  witiidrawing other  forceafor  subse- 
quent use ;  or  the  evacuation  of  the  place,  and  new  defensive 
poaitioD  taken.  Hy  health  is  too  feeble  to  authorize  me  to 
assume  command,  but  I  shall  advise  with  General  Polk. 

[Signed]  0.  T.  BEAHBEOARn. 

GEKEBAL  SaMDBL  GOOPKB,  AnJUTANT-OBHEKAL, 

BioHUONn,  Va. 

It  IB  idle  to  speculate  now  upon  the  advantages  or  dis- 
advantages resulting  from  the  abandonment  of  Colnm- 
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buB,  and  the  subject  would  not  be  touched  upon  hera 
were  it  not  that  Oener^  Beauregard,  without  ever  mak- 
ing a  persona]  inspection  of  the  position,  committed 
bis  judgment  to  otbere,  and  upon  their  report  assumed 
it  to  be  indefensible  and  condemned  it  in  favor  of  Island 
No.  10.  It  is  sometimes  a  wise  thing  to  take  into  con- 
sideration our  enemy's  estimate  of  our  positions.  This 
was  the  main  key  to  General  Grant's  success,  for  he 
never  lent  ear  to  his  own  fears  without  intuitively  bal- 
ancing them  with  what  he  felt  must  be  those  of  his 
opponent.  Columbus,  in  the  exa^erated  language  then 
prevalent  in  that  section,  had  been  dubbed  by  the  en- 
emy the  "Gibraltar  of  the  West."  General  Halleck, 
whose  words  have  already  been  quoted,  wrote  on  the 
20th  of  January :  "  Columbus  cannot  be  taken  without 
an  immense  si^e-train  and  a  terrible  loss  of  life.  I 
have  thoroughly  studied  its  defenses;  they  are  very 
strong."  In  confirmation  of  this  opinion  General  Cul- 
lom,  his  chief  of  staff  and  an  accomplished  engineer, 
wi*ot«  after  the  evacuation  had  been  made : 

"  Though  rising  from  a  sick-bed  to  go  upon  the  expe- 
dition, I  could  not  resist  landing  to  examine  the  works, 
which  are  of  immense  strength,  consisting  of  tier  upon 
tier  of  batteries  on  the  river  front,  and  a  strong  parapet 
and  ditch  covered  by  a  thick  abattis  on  the  land  side."  < 

Admiral  Foote,  who  was  condacting  the  naval  expedi- 
tion, wrote  on  the  same  date : 

"  The  works  are  of  very  great  strength,  consisting  of 
formidable  tiers  of  batteries  on  the  water  side,  and  on 
the  land  side  surrounded  by  a  ditch  and  abattis."' 

Such,  in  fact,  was  the  enemy's  estimate  of  the  strength 
of  Columbus  that  they  had  no  intention  of  attempting 
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then  to  reduce  it  by  a  direct  attack.  HaviDg  turned  it 
OQ  the  right  by  way  of  the  Tennessee,  they  were  at  the 
time  of  the  evavuatioB  movtug  to  turn  it  on  the  left  by 
way  of  New  Madrid.  They  quickly  captured  this  point, 
and  in  so  doing  placed  Island  No.  10,  the  point  occupied 
in  place  of  Columbus,  in  precisely  the  same  position  in 
which  they  Intended  to  place  the  latter  position.  But 
there  was  a  difference :  Columbus  was  prepw^d  for  just 
such  an  emergency,  the  enemy  were  afraid  of  it,  and  its 
garrison  had  confidence  in  it ;  whereas  the  new  line  had 
to  be  hastily  occupied  and  armed,  all  in  the  face  of  an 
advancing  and  thoroughly  prepared  enemy.  Herein 
lies  the  chief  cause  of  the  poor  showing  which  the  Con- 
federate forces  made  in  the  operations  at  Island  No.  10 
and  New  Madrid,  as  well  as  for  the  complaints  of  un- 
readiness on  that  hue  which  General  Beauregard's  biog- 
rapher felt  called  upon  to  make. 

The  7000  men  drawn  from  Columbus  held  Island  No.  10 
about  one  montii.  The  same  force  coidd  have  done 
as  wdl  —  and  better  —  at  Columbus.  Those  who  were 
then  on  the  Mississippi,  and  who  took  part  in  the  de- 
fense, could  plainly  see  that  the  effect  of  the  evacuation 
upon  the  Confederate  troops  was  disheartening,  and  to 
this  extent  demoralizing.  There  appeared  to  be  a  feel- 
ing among  the  men  that  if  they  could  not  make' a  suc- 
cessful stand  in  a  position  upon  which  they  had  spent 
so  much  time  and  labor,  and  upon  which  they  had  come 
to  rely  even  to  the  extent  of  a  willingness  to  withstand 
a  siege  in  it,  there  was  small  chance  of  their  being  able 
to  acquit  themselves  creditably  in  this  hastily  assumed 
position.  As  nothing  could  have  happened  at  Colum- 
bus which  could  have  been  worse  than  the  fate  which 
soon  overtook  them  at  Island  No.  10,  many  of  these 
men  always  regretted  that  the  issue  hod  not  been  tried 
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as  Qeoeral  Folk  had  intended  to  make  it.  Retreat  and 
disaster  seemed  the  order  of  the  day  everywhere ;  hut 
this  would  have  been  one  bold  stand  in  the  midst  of  the 
ruins  of  Johnston's  line — an  example  of  much  impor- 
tance just  then,  when  every  effoit  was  needed  to  inspire 
the  people  and  collect  a  force  with  which  to  meet  tlie  vic- 
torious Federal  armies.  Oood  or  bad,  Columbus  should 
have  been  held. 

General  Polk  assented  to  Beauregard's  plan,  but  not 
until  he  had  returned  to  Columbus,  and  then — from  all 
that  can  be  gathered —  more  through  the  desire  to  render 
his  commander  an  effective  and  hearty  support  than  from 
a  conviction  of  the  correctness  of  all  that  commander's 
views.  Beanregard's  statement  that  Polk  consented  to 
the  evacuation  because  he  was  convinced  by  Beauregard 
and  Ms  officers  of  the  wellness  of  the  works,  is  an 
error,  and  is  disproved  by  what  Polk  wrote  to  the  Presi- 
dent of  tho  Confederaey  on  the  11th  of  March.  In 
speaking  of  the  evacuation  Polk  said :  "  I  had  been  there 
[Columbus]  just  six  months,  had  a  small  force  always 
under  my  command,  had  made  the  post  well-nigh  im- 
pregnable, a  solid  barrier,  shutting  out  the  enemy  from 
the  Mississippi  Valley  by  the  river." 

The  necessity  compelling  its  abandonment  was  a  try- 
ing one,  but  Polk  uttered  no  criticism ;  on  the  contrary, 
he  went  on  to  describe  what  was  being  done  to  offset 
the  loss  of  Columbus  in  words  that  showed  a  frank  sup- 
port of  all  that  his  superior  ordered.  On  the  20th  of 
t'ebruary  he  received  orders  to  evacuate  tho  position. 
The  manner  of  its  accomplishment  is  given  in  the  fol- 
lowing letter  and  in  his  official  report.  Writing  to  Mrs. 
Polk  on  the  2d  of  March,  he  says : 

This  is  my  last  day  and  hour  in  Columbus ;  the  evacuation 
has  been  complete,  and  all  are  ^ne  except  mjeelt  and  etaS. 
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Never  wag  anything  done  with  greater  celerity,  or  so  eom- 
pletoly;  (or  we  left  virtually  nothing  to  our  enemy  but  the 
works.    Those  I  sadly  regret. 

Colnmbna  has  Blled  the  measure  of  its  misaoQ.  It  com- 
manded and  protected  the  valley  of  the  Mississippi;  we 
would  have  continued  there  with  our  small  garrison  had  the 
center  aud  right  wing  been  able  to  stand. 

It  was  a  military  ueeessity  wliieh  brought  me  here;  it  is 
a  military  necessity  which  takes  me  away.  I  leave  under  the 
exactions  of  necessity  and  the  orders  of  the  Secretary  of  War. 

And  his  official  report  says : 

In  five  days  we  moved  the  accomulations  of  sis  months, 
taking  with  us  all  our  eommissary  and  quartermaster  stores, 
an  amount  sufficient  to  supply  my  whole  command  for  eight 
mouths,  aU  our  powder  and  other  ammunition  and  ordnance 
stores  (excepting  a  few  shot  and  gun-carriages),  and  every 
heavy  gun  in  the  forts.  Two  32-pounders  in  a  remote  earth 
work  were  the  only  available  guns  left,  and  these,  with 
three  or  four  small  and  indifftnvtit  carrouad<!s  similarly 
mtuated,  were  spiked  and  rendered  useless. 

The  whole  number  of  pieces  of  artillery  oomprirang  our 
armament  was  one  hundred  and  forty .^ 

With  the  evacuation  of  Columbus,*  Cfeneral  Polk's 
connection  with  the  river  defenses  virtually  ceased,  but, 
owing  to  General  Beauregard's  coutiuued  illness,  reports 

1  "Official  Beccrdi,  War  of  BebeUlon,"  toL  vll,  p.  437. 

1  The  evaeiutlon  of  Columbna  was,  in  bet,  the  most  miee««ifiilly  <Kia- 
dooted  eraeiMtloii  of  so  extenslrely  fortifled  a  poaltloii  made  daring  the 
CMl  "Vftr.  It  Is  true  the  enemy  wu  not  in  front  of  the  works,  but  (heir 
gnntraata  were  bo  pUeed  u  easily  to  oommaod  tbein.  This,  together  with 
the  proslinlty  of  General  Pope's  f oroe,  then  moTlng  to  the  attack  on  New 
Madrid,  made  npid  action  a  neoeadty.  The  work  was  not  only  rapid, 
bat  thorongh.  This  Is  shown,  not  i>nlj'  by  the  offldal  report,  bnt  by  the 
fact  that  the  erltlea  in  onr  own  lines  —  who.  Just  then,  were  very  active 
—eonld  pick  no  flaw.  The  onbuuee  store*,  torpedoes,  and  ancbon  im- 
ported by  the  enemy  as  found  In  the  works  were  Instgniflcant  In  quantity, 
■ad  all  Bave  the  few  anchora  wer«  loo  badly  damaged  t«  warrant  Temoral 
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were  made  to  lum  from  time  to  time  as  to  the  condition 
of  affairs  on  the  river.  These  were  transmitted  to  dc- 
])artnient  headquarters,  and  such  suggestions  as  were  re- 
ceived were  transmitted  to  General  McCown  at  Madi'id 
'  Bend.  General  Polk's  plan,  as  we  have  seen,  had  been 
to  make  three  lines  of  defense :  Colnmbus,  Island  No.  10, 
and  Port  Pillow.  Columbus  was  given  up ;  the  other  two 
remained.  Both  were  strong  positions.  For  contend- 
ing with  gunboats  the  hills  at  Fort  Pillow  rendered  the 
fire  of  the  guns  more  effective,  while  the  isolation  of 
Island  No.  10  was  thought  to  render  it  easier  of  defense 
with  a  small  force.  Each  had  its  special  advantages. 
Captain  Grey,  of  the  Engineer  Corps,  had  charge  of  the 
construction  of  works  at  the  Island.  Captain  Mont- 
gomery Lynch  was  tlie  ranking  engineer  at  Fort  Pillow. 
Both  of  these  officers  were  most  faithful  in  the  discharge 
of  their  duties,  and  did  everything  that  the  resources 
at  their  disposal  permitted.  All  of  the  guns  being 
needed  at  Columbus,  or  on  the  Tennessee  and  Cumber- 
land rivers,  but  few  were  in  position,  cither  upon  the 
Island  or  at  Fort  Pillow,  until  after  the  evacuation 
of  Columbus.  But  as  early  as  November  30  Captain 
Lynch  reported  the  work  under  his  chai^  as  about 
completed,  and  said  that  he  considered  it,  with  its  com- 
plement of  guns,  a  very  strong  position. 

The  defense  of  the  river  was  entrusted  to  General 
McCown,  aided  by  General  A.  P.  Stewart  and  General 
Marshall  Walker.  All  these  officers  had  been  educated 
at  West  Point,  and  all,  excepting  Stewart,  had  recently 
been  officers  in  the  army  of  the  United  States.  McCown 
had  served  in  the  artillery,  and,  being  the  only  general 
officer  of  the  division  having  any  such  special  training, 
he  was  chosen  to  conduct  the  defenses  at  Island  No.  10 
and  New  Madrid.    On  February  27  he  occnpied  those 
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places  with  his  command.  The  works  at  New  Madrid — a 
well-coustmcted  fort  aud  some  &eld-works — being  suf5- 
cieat  for  the  force  detailed  to  hold  that  post,  McGown 
devoted  bimeelf  principally  to  the  works  at  Island  No.  10, 
M)  that  by  March  10,  the  day  the  enemy  began  the  bom- 
bardment, he  had  fifty-two  heavy  (funs  in  position,  with  a 
force  at  his  disposal  numbering  about  8000  men.  The 
stoty  of  the  defense  and  capture  of  these  posts  is  beyond 
the  scope  of  this  work,  however,  as  General  Polk  no 
longer  had  any  connection  with  them. 

During  the  winter  of  1860-61  General  Polk's  family 
had  been  living  in  Nashville.  But  the  retreat  of  the 
Confederate  forces  from  Bowling  Green  indneed  them 
to  anticipate  the  evacuation  of  Nashville  by  removing 
to  New  Orleans,  their  old  home.  His  letters  to  Mrs. 
Polk  allude  to  that  subject,  and  at  the  same  time  enable 
us  to  follow  his  own  movements.  On  the  10th  of  March 
he  writes: 

Now  that  joa  have  decided  on  something  definite  for  your- 
self and  the  family,  my  mind  is  easy,  and  is  the  more  bo 
because  I  think  that  New  Orleans,  as  I  have  Baid,  is  the  very 
beet  place  in  the  whole  land  for  you.  Tbere  ia  but  one  thing 
I  wish  you  to  do,  and  that  is  to  be  moat  rigidly  eoonomioal. 
You  know  the  means  of  living  that  you  have,  and  must,  all 
of  yon,  hve  aocordingly.  You  can  set  a  good  example  in  that 
respeet  to  our  people,  and  so  be  doing  a  high  religious  duty. 
If  I  osji  in  any  way  help  you  by  sending  you  anything,  let 
me  know. 

Beauregard  has  at  last  assnmed  command,  and,  as  you 
may  suppose,  it  haa  lightened  my  burden.  I  enclose  a  copy 
of  his  address.  He  has  divided  his  army,  which  he  calls  the 
Army  of  the  MisBissippi,  into  two  grand  divisions — the  first 
under  my  command,  the  second  under  command  of  Qeneral 
Bragg.  We  have  been  together  in  Jackson  for  a  number  of 
days,  arranging  a  program  for  our  approaching  campaign. 
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Bragg's  anny  is  ooming  ap  from  PensaooU,  and  we  are 
hoping  to  hare  Johnston's  from  Middle  Tenneasee  to  join  ub. 
If  you  look  on  the  map,  yon  will  see  the  shortest  line  from 
the  Tennossee  River  to  Memphis  is  from  about  Savannah. 
It  is  at  that  point  the  enemy  is  landing  his  army,  which  he 
took  up  some  days  ago  in  dzty  transports.  I  think  there  will 
be  an  effort  on  the  part  of  the  enemy  to  pass  from  SaTaunah 
to  Memphis  —  which  will,  of  course,  be  opposed,  and  must 
bring  on  a  coUison  in  leas  than  ten  days.  The  point  at  which 
we  are  concentrating  b  near  Bethel,  on  the  Mobile  &  Ohio 
Railroad.  We  are  all  in  good  spirits,  and  feel  oonfldent  of 
the  final  issue.  The  enemy  has  just  now  begun  to  enter 
upon  the  really  serious  difficulties  attendant  upon  an  effort 
at  conquest.    He  is  leaving  his  own  country  and  entering 

Meek  is  at  New  Madrid.  He  is  eng^;ed  in  holding  the 
river  against  the  descending  Yankee  army.  It  b  the  present 
point  of  interest  in  the  West.  They  were  fighting  there  all 
day  yesterday,  though  with  small  loss  on  our  ado  as  yet. 
My  medical  director,  Dr.  Bell,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  had  both 
tegs  shot  off  below  the  knee.    Write  us  at  Jackson. 

On  the  14tb  of  March  lie  writes  from  Humboldt : 

Here  I  am,  a  second  time  about  the  last  man  left  in  my 
present  encampment.  My  command  has  all  gone  before  me 
to  Bethel  and  Corinth,  and  I  am  attending  to  the  dosing  of 
the  few  things  left.  I  have  been  here  since  the  evacuation 
of  Columbus.  We  have  assorted  and  sent  forward  to  the 
homes  of  the  soldiers  and  offices  all  extra  baggage;  have 
cnt  down  everything  to  the  standard  of  "  future  wants,"  and 
are  now  ready  to  take  the  field  for  the  spring  campaign. 

The  enemy  has  gone  up  in  large  force  to  Pittsburg  and 
Elastport,  and  we  are  concentrating  to  meet  him  in  front  of 
one  or  the  other  as  he  shall  choose.  My  command.  General 
Braf^s,  and  General  Johnston's  will  concentnte  for  that 
purpose,  and  I  think  we  are  likely  to  be  allowed  to  get  ready 
for  him  before  he  makes  his  appearance.    There  is  a  feeling 
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of  oonfldent  expectation  that  he  cannot  suooeed  in  that  col- 
liaon,  bnt  moBt  Eail  fdgnally.  It  is  our  businese,  under  God, 
to  see  that  he  doee  so. 

Meok  has  been  under  very  heavy  fire  at  New  Kadrid, 
and  has  escaped  j  but  he  escaped,  I  hear,  narrowly.  I  have 
not  heard  many  particoJars,  bnt  have  no  doubt  the  boy  did 
his  du^.  He  is  a  fine  fellow.  He  has  gone  with  hia  com- 
mand down  to  Fort  Pillow,  the  army  which  was  at  Madrid 
h&ving  retired  thither.  You  will  be  pleased  to  hear  we  are 
holding  our  own  at  Island  No.  10  and  Madrid  Bend.  That 
place  has  been  strongly  fortified.  They  have  been  shelling 
it  for  the  last  three  days,  bat  have  made  no  impression  what- 
ever upon  it.  I  do  not  believe  they  can  cany  it  with  the 
gunboats  alone,  and  for  the  present  they  can  use  nothing 
else.  For  myself  I  do  not  feel  downhearted  in  the  least. 
I  tbink  there  will  be  a  way  found  by  which  we  can  carry 
our  point. 
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the  battles  of  shiloh  am)  corinth. 
March  to  June,  1862. 

Oenenl  Beaaiegard  otHciBlly  »8mme8  craamuiil  of  Flnt  Dirbloii  of 
the  WeBUm  Department,  March  5, 1882. — Troops  now  sent  from  the 
South.— Hurra  uriogH  of  the  soldiers  at  the  dels;,— Confedanitcs  con- 
Mutrale  at  Corinth. —  Qeaeral  Bragg's  double  oSoe. — Fa«ilt7  aaalgn- 
(nent  of  the  troops. —  Fotcob  at  Sblloh.— Delay b.~  PobIUodb  of  the 
opposing  torsM.— Tardiness  of  Qeneral  Bragg'x  corps.— Cbestham's 
rapid  advance.—  Faultf  airangoment  of  troops  in  the  line  of  battle. 

—  ContBderate  council  of  yisx  before  ShUoh.— Qeneral  Beauregard 
wishes  to  retire  the  army.— Qeneral  Johnston  and  QenereJ  Folk 
oppose  it — Qeneral  Johnston's  estimate  of  Qeneral  Polk.—Oeneral 
Polk's  ofBotai  report  of  the  battle. —  Death  of  Albert  Sidney  Johnston. 

—  Qeneral  Beauregard's  order  to  retire. — The  charge  of  Cheatham's 
division. —  Qeneral  Bragg's  estimate  of  General  Beauregard.- Ijetler 
to  Hrs.  Polk  den^rlbing  Shiloh.— Corinth.- The  Confederate  army 
at  Tnpelo. 

On  the  5tli  of  March,  1862,  General  Beauregard  form- 
ally assumed  commaDd  of  the  First  Division  of  tlie 
Western  Department.  He  placed  Gfeneral  Polk  in  com- 
mand of  tlie  forces  that  had  heen  withdrawn  from  the 
river  defenses,  orderinfc  him  to  take  a  position  tempo- 
rarily at  Humboldt.  Meanwhile,  the  reinforeementK  that 
(Jeiierala  Johnston  and  Polk  had  vainly  begged  for 
all  winter  began  to  arrive,  the  men  being  withdrawn 
from  the  southern  coast  defenses,  where,  for  months, 
there  had  been  no  real  need  for  their  presence.  By  the 
middle  of  March  23,000  of  these  troops  had  arrived, 


n,g,t,7.dt,'G00glc 


^t.551  GENERAL  JOHlsaTON  AT  CORINTH.  87 

drawn  chiefly  from  PeDsacola,  Mobile,  and  New  Orleana. 
Their  comiiLg  at  this  late  date  gave  food  for  bitter  com- 
mentB  as  to  the  indifference  or  incompetency  of  some  of 
the  directing  powers. 

"  Why,"  said  the  troops  already  on  the  hne,  "  could 
not  this  help  have  come  in  January  I  Have  we  not  been 
begging  for  it,  pleading  for  it  —  have  not  the  very  disas- 
ters that  have  befallen  iis  been  foretold  as  certain  to 
come  in  the  absence  of  the  very  troops  now  at  band  t 
Has  anything  of  real  importance  occurred  where  these 
soldiers  have  been  posted,  to  keep  them  so  long  from 
Qst"' 

These  and  other  questions  were  forced  upon  the  men, 
who,  iu  addition  to  their  misfortunes,  now  found  them- 
selves the  taints  for  the  ready  abuse  that  was  raiued 
upon  them  from  all  sides.  The  position  of  the  general 
officers  was  doubly  trying,  because  they  could  offer  no 
explanation  that  would  not  reflect  upon  the  authorities. 
Their  only  course  was  silence,  and  this  they  carefully 
maintained. 

General  Bra^  was  placed  in  command  of  the  newly 
arrived  troops  and  was  ordered  to  concentrate  them 
about  Corinth.  The  occupation  of  this  place  was  an 
evident  and  absolute  necessity,  as  it  was  the  most  im- 
portant r^road  center  in  the  department,  and  from  its 
proximity  to  the  Tennessee  River  was  exposed  to  easy 
capture. 

By  the  25th  of  March  General  Johnston'  succeeded  in 
placing  at  this  point  tiie  forces  he  had  brought  out  of 
Kentucky,  leaving  a  division  under  Breckinridge  uear 

I  There  ia  Bbnnduit  reaaon  to  believe  tb*t  the  fanlt  \»,j  at  the  door 
of  the  State  govemmenta  nther  than  st  that  at  the  general  ^veiTi- 
meot,  each  State  olamoiiiig  for  troops  to  protect  whKt  It  reganled  h 
Us  parUculaiiy  exposed  point. 
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BuTQSville,  to  the  east  of  Corinth,  to  watch  the  enemy's 
left  flank.  Id  the  meantime  the  Federal  army  had  taken 
up  a  position  at  Pittsburg  Landing  and  the  town  of  Sa- 
vannah on  the  Tennessee  River.  The  obvions  intention 
of  the  enemy  to  concentrate  in  front  of  Corinth  induced 
Beauregard  to  order  Polk  to  unite  with  tiie  main  army  at 
that  point  He  waa  instructed,  however,  to  leave  one  of 
his  divisions,  under  General  Clieatham,  at  Bethel  Sta- 
tion  on  the  Mobile  &  Ohio  Railroad,  some  twenty-tour 
miles  north  of  Corinth.  This  was  rendered  necessary 
by  some  attempts  that  had  been  made  by  a  division  of 
the  Federal  army  to  destroy  the  railroad  at  that  point 
At  the  same  time  General  Cheatham's  command,  while 
so  posted,  was  in  the  best  position  from  which  to  watch 
tlie  enemy's  right  flank.  These  instructions  were  exe- 
cuted at  abont  the  same  time  that  General  Johnston 
reached  Corinth.  All  the  Confederate  forces  of  the  de- 
partment except  those  upon  the  Mississippi  River  were 
thus,  in  the  last  week  of  March,  assembled  at  and  about 
Corinth.  The  accomulations  of  commissary,  quarter- 
master's, and  ordnance  stores  and  field  transportation, 
made  during  the  winter  by  Polk's  foresight  and  activ- 
ity, were  now  distribnted  to  the  entire  army  wherever 
needi^,  and  thus  proved  most  timely  and  acceptable, 
for  many  of  the  newly  arrived  commands  were  sorely 
in  want 

The  army  was  now  thrown  into  four  corps,  and  styled 
"The  Army  of  Mississippi."  General  Johnston  was 
announced  as  commander-in-chief,  and  General  Beaure- 
gard as  second  in  command,  the  lat.t4^r  being  chai^^ 
especially  with  all  matters  of  oi^anization  and  dit^cipline, 
together  with  the  preparation  of  the  details  of  tlie  in- 
tended movement  against  the  enemy.  General  Bragg 
was  made  chief  of  the  staff  of  tlie  army.    The  combina- 
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tion,  in  their  reBpectire  positiouB,  of  these  three  men, 
gave  to  this  army  perhaps  the  strongest  leadership  that 
could  have  been  found  for  it  within  -the  limits  of  the 
Confederacy.  But  the  strength  of  the  combination  lay 
in  maintaining  the  relative  positions  of  its  component 
parts.  Had  that  been  possible,  a  brilliant  career  would 
have  been  assured  the  Army  of  MismssippL  But  it  vaa 
not  possible.  The  head  was  soon  cut  off,  and  first  one 
and  then  the  other  member  essayed  to  take  his  place. 
£ach  in  turn  failed,  while  that  splendid  army  gave  its 
best  and  most  loyal  efforts  to  sustain  them.  There  is 
not  a  sadder  story  of  this  war  than  the  history  of  this 
army,  struggling  heroically,  not  only  to  overcome  its 
enemies,  but  to  bear  up  under  the  misfortunes  of  its 
leadership,  which,  beginning  amidst  the  terrible  sacrifice 
at  Shilob,  for  nearly  two  years  hung  over  it,  ruled  it, 
and  finally  crushed  it  at  Missionary  Ridge. 

The  four  corps  were  assigned  respectively  to  Polk, 
Bragg,  Hardee,  and  Breckinridge  —  General  Bragg,  in 
addition  to  his  duties  as  chief  of  the  staff,  undertaking 
.  those  of  a  corps  eonunander.  The  preponderating  influ- 
ence of  this  distinguished  ofilcer  at  this  time  was  most 
natural,  as  it  was  in  keeping  with  the  reputation  for 
gallantry  and  efSciency  which  he  had  so  honorably  made 
for  himself,  during  the  war  with  Mexico,  and  recently 
in  the  administration  of  affairs  at  Pensacola.  He  had 
the  confidence  of  the  people  second  only  to  General 
Beauregard.  The  appearance  of  his  command  bore  evi- 
dence to  the  masterful  manner  in  which  he  had  organized 
and  drilled  it,  so  when  it  was  learned  that  he  not  only 
assumed  the  double  duty  of  chief  of  staff  and  corps 
commander,  but  was  to  include  in  his  corps  more  than 
a  third  of  the  army, —  double  the  force  assigned  to 
Hardee,  and  more  than  double  that  given  to  Breckin- 
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ridge, — eveiy  one  prepared  to  accept  it,  tiiongli  they 
might  doabt  its  wisdom.  As  a  fact,  it  was  a  clmuBy  ar- 
rangraneal^  and  soon  proved  s  serions  embarrassment' 

On  the  night  of  April  2  Gtcneral  Polk  received  a 
dispatch  from  General  Cheatham,  reporting  that  Lew 
Wallace's  division  of  the  Federal  army  had  appeared 
in  his  front  at  Bethel  Station.  This  commnnicatiou  he 
at  once  sent  to  General  Beauregard.  That  officer,  be- 
lieving from  its  contents  that  the  enemy  had  divided 
his  forces  to  carry  out  the  expected  incursion  against 
Bethel,  forwarded  the  dispateh  to  General  Johnston 
with  the  endorsement; 

"  Now  is  the  moment  to  advance  and  strike  the  enemy 
at  Pittsburg  Lauding." 

Johnston,  for  several  days,  had  been  impatient  to  ad- 
vance, wid  had  only  been  withheld  by  the  necessity  of 
oi^^izing  the  troops  he  had  gathered  about  him.  That 
night,  therefore,  it  was  determined  to  move  at  once,  and, 
if  possible,  attack  the  enemy  on  the  morning  of  the  5th. 
Orders  were  accordingly  issned  to  the  corps  commanders 
"to  hold  their  troops  in  hand,  ready  to  advance  upon 
the  enemy  in  the  morning  by  six  o'clock  "  (the  3d),'    As 

1  There  ue  two  BtMemnata  of  the  forces  engaged  M  Shlloh.  One 
tDkde  by  Oenend  Beenregud  od  April  23,  1803,  states  thU— 

PoU'a  effeotlTe  total  wu  (4  brlgxieB) 9,iae 

Bragg'a    "  "       "    (Sbriptdee) I3,B8« 

Hardee's"  "       "    (3  brigades)  6,7» 

Breckinrid)[e-»    "        "    (Sbrigades)   6,439 

(See  "  OfflolBl  ReeordB.  War  of  Bebemon,"  vol  i,  pt.  1.  p.  3M.) 
On  Jane  30,  1862,  Qeneral  Brvgg  rendBred  an  elaboimte  report  of  tlie 
forces  engaged  at  Sbiloh,  that : 

Polk-B  effective  tolal  (i  brigades] 9,423 

Bra^a    "  "     (6  brigade*) 1^B2» 

Hardee's  "  "     (Sbrlgadee) 4,866 

Breeldnrtdge'B     •■      (3  brigades) 6,8H 

(iWd.,  p.  398.) 
■  "OtBcial  Records,  War  of  BsbeUlon,"  vol.  I,  pL  1,  p.  3B& 
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has  already  been  stated,  Cheatham's  division,  oontoining 
one  half  the  effective  force  of  Polk's  corps,  was  near 
Bethel  Station,  twenty-fonr  miles  north  from  Corinth, 
watching  the  en^ny.  Thus  Polk  had  bnt  one  division, 
consisting  of  two  brigades,  some  4500  men  all  told,  to 
prepare  for  the  march.  This  was  quickly  done,  and  at 
the  appointed  hour  he  reported  to  General  Beauregard 
tJirough  his  aide,  Lieutenant  Richmond,  that  his  com- 
mand was  ready  to  march.  But  the  larger  commands 
were  not  in  readiness ;  the  preparations  of  Bragg's  com- 
mand, the  largest  of  all,  were,  proportionately,  least  ad- 
vanced. In  consequence  of  this  Polk  received  orders  to 
rem^n  as  he  was  until  further  instructed.  During  the 
forenoon  he  was  ordered  to  report  at  General  Beaure- 
gard's headquarters.  There  he  met  Br^g  and  Hardee; 
and  General  Beauregard  comtnunicated  to  them,  orally, 
the  details  of  the  projected  movement.  Br^g  was  to 
press  the  concentration  of  his  troops  at  Monterey,  while 
Polk  and  Hardee  were  to  continue  in  readiness  for  the 
movement  as  originally  ordered  for  6  a.m.  ;  these  two 
were  to  move  by  the  same  road,  with  Hardee  in  front, 
and  Polk  following  at  the  proper  interval.  It  was,  it 
seems,  intended  that  Hardee  should  beg^n  his  march  at 
twelve  o'clock,  noon,  bnt,  owing  to  some  misunderstand- 
ing, he  did  not  receive  explicit  instructions  to  march 
nntil  about  3  p.m. 

Owing  to  these  delays,  Polk's  column,  although  ready 
since  six  o'clock  that  morning,  did  not  clear  itself  of  its 
encampment  much  before  dark.  It  camped,  however, 
nine  tulles  from  Corinth  that  night;  and  the  next  day 
moved  on  close  in  rear  of  Hardee's  corps.' 

»  R«f«TTlng  to  "The  Hllibuy  Operatiaiu  of  Oenenl  Beauregard," 
bj'  CoIohbI  Roman,  we  find  in  voL  I,  p.  275,  the  following  atatement- 
oonoemlng  these  eveiiM  ;    "  At  the  hour  prescribed  In  the  preparatorT 
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The  poeitioQ  of  the  Federal  forces  at  this  time  was  the 
following ;  Camped  on  the  west  bank  of  the  Tennessee, 
at  Pittsbnrg  Landing,  was  an  army  under  the  command 
of  General  Grant.  Another  army,  under  General  Buell, 
was  moving  rapidly  through  Middle  Tennessee  to  unite 
with  it,  and  on  the  day  the  Confederate  army  moved 
out  of  Corinth  the  head  of  this  oolnmn  was  nearing 
Savannah,  on  the  east  bank  of  the  Tennessee,  eiglit 
miles  north  of  Pittshm^  Landing.  Pittsbut^  Landing 
itself  was  about  twenty-five  miles  northeast  of  Corinth, 
and  lay  between  two  streams,  Owl  and  Lick  creeks, 
which  flowed  into  the  Tennessee  River,  the  one  about 
two  miles  above  the  Lauding,  the  other  the  same  dis- 
tance below.    Two  and  a  half  mUes  west  of  tlie  Landing 

dreiilu'  to  the  corps  comnuuidere,  vhleh  had  been  sent  oot  tliat  morn- 
ing, Til.,  Bbout  ten  o'cloek,  ths  troopi  were  all  under  ami  in  Corinth, 
apparentlf  ready  for  the  march.  Meanwhile,  owing  to  the  maof  more 
urgent  occnpatioiiH  ef  the  adJatBnt-general'H  olBee,  copies  of  the  pre- 
ceding general  orders"  (Special  OrderH  No.  8)  "had  not  been  prepared 
for  dtotrltniUon  that  daf,  aa  the  corps  commanders  were  to  begin  the 
march  pnimiant  to  the  Terbal  order  and  instructions  which  General 
BeMiregard  In  the  presence  of  Oeneral  Johnston  had  given  them  indi- 
vidually aa  to  the  initial  niovementa  from  Corinth.  The  march,  neTer- 
theless,  did  not  begin  at  the  time  directed,  chiefly  through  the  mlasp. 
preheiksion  of  the  commander  at  the  Ftrat  Corps,  who.  Instead  of  moving 
forward  upon  the  full  verbal  InatructlanB  he  had  received,  held  his 
corps  onder  arms,  and  with  Its  trains  blocked  the  way  of  the  other 
troops."  The  writer  then  goes  on  to  aay  that  as  soon  as  this  unfortunate 
delay  was  brought  to  Oenei«l  Beauregard's  knowledge  he  dlHpstehed  an 
order  to  the  First  Corps  to  clear  the  way  at  once,  which  was  done. 

The  answer  to  this  statement  is  as  follows : 

1st.  The  hour  &zed  In  the  preparatory  circular  (the  only  one  Issued) 
was  6  A.H.,  not  XO  a.m.    ("OfScial  Hecords,  War  of  Rebellian,"  vol.  i. 

pt.  ii,  p.  3ea) 

Sd.  The  vertial  InstnictloiiH  were  not  considered  sutOdent,  because 
General  Bragg,  the  chief  of  staff  of  the  army,  who  was  prescDt  when 
tiiey  were  given,  supplemented  them  by  a  written  order  to  General 
Bardee,  vJto  leat  to  Itad  the  advance.  This  order  specified  do  hour,  but 
s^d.  "Hove as  soon  aa  practicable."     (fbid.,  p.  Ml.) 

3d.  The  First  Corps  had  uothiag  to  do  with  the  initiation  of  theadvanco, 
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was  Shiloh  Church,  around  which  most  of  C^rant's  army 
was  encamped.  Five  miles  farther  west  was  Mickey's 
House,  which  marked  the  crossing  of  important  roads 
leading  to  Corinth.  The  hamlet  of  Monterey  was  situ- 
ated upon  one  of  these  roads  about  half  way  between 
Corinth  and  the  Landing. 

The  country  between  Corinth  and  the  river  waB  gently 
undulating,  and,  in  the  main,  thickly  covered  with  forest 
trees  and  deuBc  undergrowth.  The  roads  were  the  com- 
mon countiy  highways,  difficult  to  an  army  even  in  dry 
weather,  and  apt  to  become  almoHt  impassable  to  an 
army  after  such  prolonged  rains  as  now  began  to  fall. 

Of  the  two  roads  connecting  Corinth  and  the  Land- 
ing, one  passed  from  the  town  of  Corinth  on  the  north, 
and,  making  a  gradual  curve  to  the  east,  ran  past  Mick- 

■B  that  dutj  wu  eipUcltl;  Malted  to  Uie  Third  Corps,  Oenerel  Hudee. 
TheraCore,  hod  It  moved  forward  "  upon  the  full  verbal  iuatruottona," 
It  would  Hlmply  have  diguTaafted  the  order  of  maroh  oa  prescribed  In 
the  written  instnietloQB  (Special  Orden  No.  S).  Ita  commander  had 
Torbal  InBtmcHoos  which  were  in  accord  with  the  written  ioBtructioiis, 
and  they  directed  him  to  follow,  not  Initiate,  the  moTement.  [Ibid., 
pL  1,  p.  393.) 

4th.  The  First  Curpa  did  not  block  the  w&;  of  the  other  troops, 
became  but  half  of  the  corps  (two  brigades)  was  at  Corinth,  and  that 
half  waa  posted  two  milea  to  the  north  of  the  town,  in  flelda  and  open 
woods;  and  neither  that  half  nor  Its  trslna  moved  Into  the  road  until 
Hardee's  corps  had  pawed  their  enounpmenl. 

Bragg's  corps  wan  to  be  sssembled  at  Honlerey,  twelve  miles  north- 
eact  from  Corinth,  and  loob  of  his  troops  as  were  about  Corinth  moved 
ont  by  a  road  which  left  the  town  on  the  east,  while  the  road  npon 
which  the  Finit  Corps  was  camped  and  marched  left  the  town  on  the 
north.  The  two  lines  of  march  being  distdnetly  separate,  and  neither 
corps  being  In  the  town,  it  was  ImpOBalblo  for  one  to  interfere  with  the 
other.  (See  Special  Onlers  No.  S,  "Military  Operations  oF  Genertil  Beanre- 
gard,"  vol.  I,  p.  272 ;  or,  "  Offlcial  Records,  War  of  BebelUon,"  vol.  I,  pt  i, 
p.  393.)  Breckinridge's  command  had  no  relaljan  to  the  movement  out 
of  Corinth,  other  than  to  conform  to  It  from  the  direction  of  Bums- 
vUle.  The  same  statement  applies  to  Cheatham's  command,  except 
that  ita  movement  waa  from  the  direction  of  Bethel  toward  Folk's  line 
id  maroh,  meeting  him  many  milea  ont  of  CorinOi. 
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ey's  House  to  reacb  its  terminus  at  the  river.  Tlii»  was 
the  Bark  or  Ridge  road.  The  other  left  Corinth  on  the 
east,  ran  through  Monterey,  and  joined  the  Ridge  road 
about  a  mile  and  a  half  beyond  Mickey's,  From  this 
road  at  Monterey  two  roads  led  northward,  one  to  Savan- 
nah, the  other  to  Purdy ;  both  of  which  iuterseeted  the 
Uidge  road,  the  first  at  Mickey's  House,  the  second  some 
two  or  three  miles  nearer  Corinth.  In  this  way  the  two 
main  roads  running  between  the  positions  of  the  hostile 
armies  were  freely  connected  throughout  their  entire 
length. 


°°^^M!3!^CrSB 


<9  siiion  churcn. 


The  order  directing  the  march  specified  that  Hardee's 
corps  should  move  by  the  Ridge  or  Bark  road  to  the 
outposte  of  the  enemy,  and  there  form  in  line  of  battle. 
Bra^s  corps,  after  being  assembled  at  Monterey,  was 
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to  pass  over  to  the  Ridge  road — oBe  division  by  way 
of  tlie  Savannah  road,  the  other  by  way  of  that  to 
Pardy.  Having  reached  the  Ridge  road,  the  corps  was 
to  follow  Hardee's  movement  to  within  one  thousand 
yards  of  his  position,  and  tliere  form  its  line  of  battle. 
These  two  lines  were  to  be  so  placed  as  to  fill  the  ground 
between  Owl  and  Lick  creeks,  the  streams  being  relied 
upon  principally  to  cover  the  flanks  of  the  Confederate 
army.  Breckinridge  was  directed  to  concentrate  his 
command  at  Monterey  as  soon  as  Bragg's  command  was 
out  of  the  way,  and  then  to  march  toward  the  Landing 
by  the  most  available  route.  Polk  was  ordered  to  follow 
Hardee's  line  of  march  to  Mickey's  with  Clark's  division 
of  his  corps.  His  remaining  division,  Cheatham's,  was 
directed  to  hold  its  position  at  Bethel,  if  attacked ;  other- 
wise it  was  to  assemble  at  Purdy  and  join  its  compan- 
ion divi«on  on  the  march.  As  the  movemeute  of  this 
portion  of  Polk's  command  were  contingent  upon  the 
attitude  of  the  enemy,  it  was  clearly  understood  that  he 
had  no  control  over  its  march  nntil  after  it  should  unite 
with  Clark's  division.  It  was  also  directed  that,  while 
he  was  to  march  immediately  in  rear  of  Hardee  for  a 
time,  he  was  to  allow  the  division  of  Bragg's  corps 
which  moved  from  Monterey  by  the  Purdj  road  to 
pass  to  his  front  when  it  reached  the  route  along  which 
he  was  marching  —  the  Ridge  road.  The  orders  with 
which  Polk  moved  out  of  Corinth  directed  that  he  should 
halt  at  Mickey's  and  mass. bis  troops  as  a  reserve;  but 
on  the  march  he  was  directed  to  remain  at  Mickey's  only 
long  enough  to  permit  Brag's  corps  to  pass  to  his  front 
(the  whole  of  this  corps  having  been  thrown  upon  the 
Savannah  road,  and  not  divided  between  the  Purdy 
and  Savannah  roads  as  intended) ;  that  then  he  should 
follow  and  form  his  line  in  rear  of  and  parallel  to  the 
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left  half  of  Bragg'8  bne.  Polk's  movements  were  thus 
subordinated  to  tliose  of  Hardee  and  Bra^  throughout 
the  entire  mareh.^  Breckinridge,  after  leaving  Monte- 
rey, was  ordered  to  move  up  and  form  behind  Bragg's 
right,  in  extension  of  the  position  to  be  taken  by  Polk. 

Hardee  pressed  forward,  closely  followed  by  Polk, 
until  the  crossing  of  the  road  from  Monterey  to  Purdy 
was  reached;  there  he  halted  to  allow  Bragg's  second 
division  to  pass  to  his  front.  After  waiting  three  hours, 
he  received  the  following  dispatch  from  General  Bragg : 

MONTBBBY,  10  A.H.,  4th. 

My  dear  Oener<d:  CiTCumstaDces  have  .  .  .*  my  second 
division  from  the  Pordy  road.  Both  my  divisiona  will  move 
from  here,  then,  direct  to  Mickey's  on  the  Savannah  road. 
I  give  you  this  informatioii  that  you  may  not  wait  for  my 
troops  at  the  croBsing  of  the  Purdy  and  Bidge  roads.  Oen- 
eral  Breckinridge  has  not  arrived  from  BumsviDe,  and,  I 
fear,  bad  roads  may  delay  him  much.  His  command,  forming 
the  reserve,  most  necessarily  control  onr  movements  to  some 
extent.  Let  me  hear  from  you  by  the  courier,  at  Mickey's. 
Yours  most  respectfully  and  truly, 

BSAXTON  BBA.Qa. 

MAJOB-GEMEaAn  Folk. 

General  Polk  therefore  continued  his  march  to  Mick- 
ey's, where  he  halted  in  column  west  of  the  roads'  cross- 
ing, well  out  of  Bragg's  way,  as  directed.'  The  head  of 
Bra^s  lai^e  column,  moving  that  morning  from  Mon- 
terey, only  six  miles  distant,  could  do  no  more  than  reach 
Mickey's  that  evening,*    During  the  night  he  made  eveiy 

I  "OlIlctriKocoriU,  W«rof  BebeMoii,"Tol.  X,  pt  1,  pp.  392-3M. 

1  Odo  word  —  no  Injnred  by  fire  ■«  to  be  llle^ble. 

t  ThlB  poflltioii  placed  him  ont  of  the  Una  of  BrftKg's  marcli.  which 
entered  the  ro>d  at  Mlckey'B  and  continued  thence  to  tlie  swrt.  B«e 
Bragg  to  Polk,  10  A.M.,  4th. 

*  OcoenJ  Bragg'i  oDctal  report  nya  that  Polk's  corp*  camped  tn  rear 
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endeavor  to  close  it  up,  and  in  part  sncceeded,  so  that 
both  commandB,  each  upon  the  road  on  which  it  had 
marched  during  the  day,  rested  before  the  monuDg  in 
the  vicinity  of  Mickey's.  General  Bragg's  entire  corps, 
however,  was  much  behind  the  xK>int  it  had  been  expected 
to  reach  j  and  the  hope  that  both  it  and  Hardee's  corps 
would  be  in  line  of  battle  that  evening  was  not  fnlfllle<l. 
The  reason  for  the  extraordinarily  short  march  made  by 
this  corps  is  given  in  part  in  the  following  note : 

Qenerals  Johnston  and  Beauregard:  I  reached  here  at  8.30, 
ahead  of  my  rear  division.  Bad  roads,  insofflcient  trans- 
portation  liadly  managed,  and  the  osoal  deUy  of  a  first  move 
of  new  troops,  have  caused  the  delay.  My  first  division  is 
at  Mickey's;  and  the  ignorance  of  the  guide  for  the  second, 
as  well  as  the  reports  I  receive  from  the  people  hero,  indnoe 
me  to  order  my  second  division  to  move  on.  the  same  road 
as  the  first.  I  am  also  influenced  to  do  this  from  the  infor- 
mation I  have  of  General  Hardee's  advance.  1  will  send  a 
courier  to  notify  Gleneral  Polk  of  my  change.  Nothing  heard 
yet  &om  Qeneral  Breckinridge.  I  have  sent  a  messenger 
to  oommnnioate  with  him  and  shall  await  a  reply,  as  it  is 
important  for  me  to  see  him,  under  your  instructions  of  this 
morning.  These  delays  toiU  render  it  necessary  to  hold  General 
Hardee  in  cheek  vniil  we  can  be  ready  in  the  rear.  I  shall  take  the 
Uberiy  of  sending  this  information  to  him  and  direct  him  to  hold 
up  untU  he  hears  of  my  force  being  in  position. 

Braxton  Bbaoo,  Major-Generai. 

MoiiTEBST,  10  A.M.,  April  4,  1862. 

Had  Hardee  been  permitted  to  press  on,  undoubtedly 
he  would  have  performed  his  part  of  the  program  for 
that  day,  and  would  have  been  in  line  of  battle  by  dark. 

of  hte  eorpi  that  night.  This  is  an  error,  »  ia  shown  by  tha  r^porta  of 
bia  iabonlliuteB,  and  as  is  known  U>  the  writer,  who,  after  twelve  o'clock 
that  night,  found  the  beads  of  both  corps  at  Mlokej't,  and  Bragg's  rear 
■UriliOQ  marching  on  the  road  between  Honteref  and  Mickey's.  See 
"OfBcial  Beootds,  War  of  BebotUon,"  voL  i,  pt.  t,  p.  464. 
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But  Bragg  was  forced  to  hold  him  back  becaose  of  the 
slowness  of  his  own  movements,  so  that  the  army,  in- 
stead of  being  in  position  for  an  attack  on  tbo  5tli,  was 
not  likely  to  be  in  position  before  the  Cth. 

The  orders  for  the  5th  were  that  the  entire  army 
should  move  at  3  a.m.  and  take  position  aa  quickly  as 
possible.  Every  one  was  ready.  But  dm*ing  the  night 
torrents  of  rain  fell,  so  flooding  the  ravines  and  streams 
that  Hardee  found  he  could  not  move  until  dawn. 
Then  he  pressed  forward,  and  by  ten  o'clock  began 
his  formation.  Bragg  followed,  and,  finding  that  Har- 
dee's line  could  not  cover  all  the  ground  between  Owl 
and  Liek  creeks,  lie  threw  forward  his  flret  brigade 
to  the  right,  and  completed  the  formation  of  tlie  first 
line.  Meanwliilc,  he  was  establishing  the  second  line  of 
battle  with  his  own  cor])s,  but  his  troops  came  up  80 
slowly  that  it  was  nearly  five  o'clock  in  the  afternoon 
before  he  could  get  them  into  position.  And  yet  the 
distance  from  his  encampment  at  Mickey's  to  his  line  of 
battle  was  not  more  than  two  miles  and  a  half.  The 
same  slowness  which  characterized  bis  movcmenta  on 
Uie  3d  and  4th  whs  thus  coutinued  on  the  5th.  At 
dawn  of  that  day  the  head  of  Polk's  column  stood  at  the 
fork  of  the  roads  at  Mickey's,  ready  to  move  up  to  its 
position  the  moment  Bra^s  command  could  be  passed 
to  his  front.  The  first  division  filed  post  by  eleven 
o'clock,  but  the  second  was  not  prompt  in  following  ^ 
consequently  it  was  two  o'clock  before  Polk's  command, 
lieaded  by  the  battery  to  which  the  writer  was  attached, 
could  begin  its  march,  and  four  o'clock  before  he  could 
begin  his  formation.'     His  second  division,  Cheatham's, 

I  He  begMi  It  before  Oeneral  Bragg's  was  completed.  See  oAotol 
reports  at  Oonenl  Polkniid  Oeneral  ClaA,  "Ofltdal  Beoordt,  War  of 
BebellioD,"  vol.  z,  pt  1,  pp.  US,  4U. 
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now  came  up  and  took  its  poBitiou,  having  marched  from 
Pnrdy  that  morning,  a  distance  bat  little  less  than  that 
which  had  been  covered  on  the  march  from  Corinth. 
Breckin ridge's  command  appeared  at  about  the  same 
time,  and,  moving  into  position  npon  General  Polk's 
right,  completed  tlie  line  of  battle.  But  it  was  now  six 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  too  late  to  attack  that  day. 

This  rapid  mareh  of  Cheatham's  division  —  a  consider- 
able portion  of  Jt  over  roads  that  had  been  badly  cut  up 
by  Clark's  diviaon  and  Hardee's  corps  —  showed  what 
might  have  been  done  toward  beginning  the  attack  on 
the  5tii  as  was  intended,  had  Getieral  Bragg  been  able 
to  place  his  corps  as  he  was  ordered,  and,  as  .the  writer 
believes,  made  every  effort  to  do. 

Hardee  reached  Mickey's  House  on  the  morning  of  the 
4th.  Pittsburg  Landing  was  only  eight  miles  away,  and 
the  point  at  which  he  was  to  form  his  line  of  battle  not 
more  than  four  miles  at  farthest.  He  was  moving  on 
to  take  position  that  afternoon,  when  General  Br^g 
stopped  him  in  order  that  he  might  catch  up.  Bragg 
should,  at  that  hour,  have  been  beyond  Mickey's,  and  had 
he  been,  his  hue  would  have  been  formed  under  the  cover 
of  Hardee  by  9  a.m.  With  one  corps  already  in  line 
to  cover  the  formation  of  the  others,  no  rainstorm  woidd 
have  cheeked  the  alignment  of  the  remainder  of  the  army 
on  that  morning.  The  darkness  and  the  swollen  streams 
which  next  morning  checked  the  advance  of  Hardee's 
corps  did  so  merely  because  the  army  did  not  know  what 
it  might  stumble  npon.  Once  in  line  and  the  battle 
begnn,  it  is  safe  to  say  that  Cheatham's  and  Breckin- 
ridge's forces  would  have  been  available  by  noon. 

The  failure  to  begin  the  attack  on  the  5th  was  a  deep 
disappointment  to  every  one.  To  General  Beauregard  it 
was  not  only  an  annoyance  but  a  source  of  apprehension. 
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He  feared  that  the  movemeiLt  had  been  discovered  by  the 
enemy,  bo  that,  instead  of  Hurprising  them  in  tbeir  camp, 
as  he  had  hoped  would  be  done,  they  would  be  found 
fully  prepared. 

While  Polk  was  arranging  his  line  he  received  a 
message  that  General  Beauregard  desired  to  see  him. 
Riding  forward,  he  found  Beauregard  in  conversation 
with  General  Bn^^.  Geucral  Polk  says  of  this  inter- 
view :•  "  By  this  time  it  was  near  4  p.m.,  and  on  arriv- 
ing I  was  informed  tliat  General  Beauregard  desired  to 
see  me  immediately.  I  rode  forward  at  onee  to  his  head- 
quarters, where  I  found  Genenil  Bra^g  and  himself  in 
conversation.  He  said,  with  some  feehng, '  I  am  very 
much  disappointed  at  tlie  delay  which  has  occurred  in 
getting  the  troops  into  position.' " 

General  Polk  replied,  "  So  am  I,  sir ;  but  so  far  as  I 
am  concerned,  my  orders  are  to  form  on  another  line 
[General  Bragg's],  and  that  line  must  flrst  be  established 
before  I  can  form  upon  it."  He  cimtdnued :  "  I  reached 
Mickey's  at  nightfall  yesterday,  whence  I  could  not 
move  because  of  the  troops  [General  Br^^s]  which 
were  before  me,  until  2  p.m.  to-day,  I  then  promptly 
followed  the  column  in  front  of  me,  and  have  been  in 
position  to  form  upon  it  so  soon  as  ite  line  was  estab- 
lished." 2 

.    >  "  Offlelkl  Records,  Wu  of  RebeHlon,"  toL  x,  pL  1,  p.  407. 

3  In  thli  connectton  it  <H  tnterestliiK  to  lutrodnce  ta  extract  froni  a 
letter  written  hj  General  ThoioM  Jordan  (Beauregard'K  chief  of  staff) 
trhioh  appeared  In  the  New  Orleans  Piaijfum,  Jnne  5, 18^.  It  U  singu- 
larty  ooiroboratlTe  of  tbe  view  taken  by  Polk  ooDcernlog  tlie  origin  at 
the  complaint  whieli  was  directed  toward  hlniHelf.  Wrltjiifc  of  the 
movement  of*  the  arm^  from  Corinth,  after  eajing  that  to  Hardee  was 
asslKned  the  Initiation  of  the  march,  Gk'ueral  Jordan  says: 

"  Polk's  oorpH  necetwarll;  followed  Hardee's,  bccaose  there  was  no 
other  rood  for  It  to  take.  As  for  nuirohlng  in  the  manner  Indicated  In 
Geneial  Johnston's  dispatch  to  Hr.  Davis,  of  April  3,  b;  three  separate 
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This  of  coarse  was  a  sufficient  answer,  and  one  which 
could  not  be  gainsaid.  Qeneral  Beanregard,  however, 
went  on  to  say  that  "  he  regretted  the  delay  exceedingly, 
as  it  would  make  it  necessary  to  forego  the  attack  alto- 
gether; that  our  success  depended  upon  our  surprising 
the  enemy;  that  this  was  now  impossible  and  we  must 
fall  back  to  Corinth." 

This  opinion  was  not  shared  by  General  Polk,  however, 
as  will  appear  when  we  narrate  all  the  circumstances  of 
this  interview,  which  through  the  arrival  of  General 
Johnston  was  transformed  into  an  impromptu  council 
of  war. 

In  most  of  the  narratives  of  the  battle  of  Shiloh  —  of 
Confederate  origin  —  there  are  accounts  of  a  council  of 
war  held  during  the  afternoon  or  evening  preceding  the 
battle,  at  which  the  question  of  abuudoQing  the  cam- 
paign was  the  subject  of  discussion.  This  is  the  council 
which  was  brought  about  accidentally,  as  the  direct  out- 
growth of  Genera]  Beauregard's  concluding  remarks  to 
General  Polk.     "He"  {General  Beaiiregard)  "said  he 

inluniDS,  an  eiaminBtiott  of  the  maps  extant  of  the  period  wiQ  Bufflce 
to  show  tliat  such  an  order  ot  movemeiit  was  oat  of  the  question,  as 
lino  that  tlie  plan  of  Beauregard  waa  the  one  of  all  others  most  likely 
to  asHOie  the  least  confusion  with  Hie  gTBategt  possible  oelerlty,  whether 
with  raw  or  seaaoned  tnwpii.  That  la,  to  ^ve  the  longest  line  of  march 
to  Hardee  and  hla  corps,  who  —  commander  and  Iroopa — were  moat  ac- 
customed to  marching,  to  be  followed  on  that  same  route  bj  the  troops 
that  were  to  constitote  the  reserve,  and  also  the  next  best  trained 
to  marching,  while  aasignicg  to  the  troops  (Bragg's)  that  were  least 
accostomed  to  marching  and  to  serve  with  each  other,  and  to  their 
commander,  the  shortest  line  ot  march  to  the  common  objective,  a 
precaution  JustlAed  by  events;  for.  after  ali.  it  waa  Bragg's  corps,  as 
can  be  shown,  that  had  t^e  most  dela;  and  dlt&culty  in  getting  upon 
the  ground.  And  It  might  not  be  diffleult  to  find  reason  in  the  record 
for  the  Buppoeftion  that,  had  Bragg  given  the  attention  ot  himselt  and 
of  his  very  lar^  atatT,  wiinewhnt  more  tlian  seemB  to  have  been  done, 
to  the  acoelemtlon  of  the  movement  of  his  own  corps  and  less  to  retard- 
ing Hardee's,  and  needlessly  awaiting  Breckinridge's  movement,  it  had 
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're^^tted  the  delay  exceedingly,  ob  it  would  make  it 
necessary  to  forego  the  attack  altogether ;  that  our  sac- 
cess  depended  upon  our  surprising  the  enemy ;  that  this 
was  now  impossible,  and  we  must  fall  back  to  Corinth.' " 
When  this  remark  was  made,  none  of  the  general  officers 
of  the  army  were  present  except  Beauregard,  Bragg,  and 
Polk,  but  at  its  conclusion  General  Johnston  rode  up 
and  asked  what  was  the  matter.  Beauregard  then  re- 
peated what  he  was  saying  to  Polk.  Polk,  in  writing  of 
this  interview  in  his  official  report,  after  relating  in 
substance  all  that  has  been  s^d,  continues : 

Qeneral  Johnston  remarked  that  this  would  never  do,  and 
proceeded  to  assifrn  reaaona  for  that  opinion.  He  then  asked 
what  I  thottght  of  it  I  replied  that  my  troops  were  in  as 
good  condition  as  they  had  ever  been,  that  they  were  eager 
for  battle,  that  to  retire  now  would  operate  injnrioualy  upon 
them,  and  I  thought  we  ooght  to  attack. 

General  Breckinridge,  whose  troopn  were  in  the  rear  and 
by  this  time  had  arrived  upon  the  ground,  here  joined  us, 
and  after  some  discua-uon  it  was  decided  to  potitpone  further 
movement  until  tlie  following  day,  and  to  make  the  attack  at 
daybreak. 

been  better.  At  all  events,  Hardee'i  corpK,  tbougli  dilatory  In  Htartinir, 
yet,  when  set  In  motion,  reached  Ulckuj's  'on  the  momln);  of  April  4, 
enrl;  enoagb  to  b&ve  advanctid  wid  taken  thftt  aftemaon  the  order  of 
battle  preaeribed  for  him,  had  oot  Bragg  seen  flt  to  interpooe  to  direct 
bim  to  '  hold  up '  in  the  quarter  of  Mickey's  to  await  the  marementB  o(  hia 
own  corps."  (See"OIBdalRe«>rdi,WBrof  RebeDioii."Tol.  x,pt.li.p.391.) 
''Polli'fl  corpii.it  1b  proper  to  say,  or  mtber  Clark's  division  [CheatliaD)  had 
DO  relaldoD  to  the  mattor. — W.  M.  P.]  seems  to  have  been  moved  with 
as  little  delay  as  might  be  elpeoted,  and  not  to  have  been  at  all  respons- 
ible for  the  delay  of  Biagit'B  troops,  an  I  heard  Qoneral  Bragg  Bhoridy 
Gomplain  to  General  Be«areganl  In  the  afldmoon  of  the  6th  of  April  — 
a  report  made  with  tiieh  circamstantlalltr  at  the  time  as  to  induce  the 
latter  to  apeak  to  General  Polk  ot  the  bejatoment  and  of  Ita  tcrave  con- 
aequenoea.  with  the  feeling  and  In  effect  the  words  recited  by  that  offleer 
In  hla  oflLolal  report  of  the  battle  (September,  1B62),  addressed  to  Gen- 
eral Samuel  Cooper." 
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This,  in  brief,  was  the  ooancil  before  Shiloh  which 
has  become  historic.  It«  details  have  been  elaborated 
by  some,  btit  the  essential  facts  are  as  stated  by  OeDeral 
Polk.  How  tar  General  Polk's  attitude  went  in  enabling 
General  Johnston  to  maintain  his  position,  no  one  can 
say  positively ;  bnt  the  following  extract  from  s  lett«r 
written  by  General  William  Preston  of  Kentucky,  Gen- 
eral Johnston's  aide-de-camp,  points  to  a  very  positive 
inflnence : 

Tbe  divieiona  of  Generals  Polk  and  Breckinridge  came 
up,  and  a  consoltation  was  held  by  General  Johnston  with 
his  chief  officers.  He  informed  me  that  some  one  or  more 
doubted  the  propriety  of  attacking  Gener&l  Grant's  foroes,  on 
aoconnt  of  the  delay,  and  considered  it  best  to  withdraw  to 
Corinth. 

It  was  tlien  about  four  o'clock,  and  after  a  short  while 
General  Johnston  came  near  and  directed  Colonel  Jordan, 
serving  as  chief  of  staff,  to  prepare  to  write  orders.  In  the 
meanwhile  he  spoke  to  me  with  more  than  bis  usual  anuna- 
tion,  and  informed  me  that  he  would  attack  the  enemy  at 
or  before  the  earliest  dawn.  He  then  in  the  course  of  our 
short  conversation  spoke  in  very  complimentary  terms  of 
General  Polk,  and  sud, ""  Polk  is  a  trae  soldier  and  friend." 
The  impression  left  on  my  mind  was  that  of  strong  approval 
and  pleasure  at  General  Polk's  course  in  the  consultation, 
and  a  gratifying  eoncnrrence  of  opinion. 

The  amount  of  detail  of  the  advance  of  the  enny 
from  Corinth  and  the  formation  of  the  line  of  battle 
here  given  hae  been  rendered  necessary  by  the  many 
statements  which  from  time  to  time  have  been  pul)- 
lished  concerning  this  movement, —  statements  which 
have  not  gone  to  the  bottom  of  the  difRculties  then  be- 
setting the  army.  The  heavy  rains  undoubtedly  caused 
delays.     Bnt  they  were  not  all.     The  faulty  subdivision 
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of  the  Miny  gave  Bragg  such  a  large  preponderance 
of  the  force  that  his  comm^id  was  unwieldy.  He  had 
to  move  three  times  as  many  men  as  Polk,  and  more 
than  twice  aa  many  as  Hardee,  and,  moreover,  there 
were  scarcely  two  regiments  in  his  corps  that  had  evw 
marched  a  day.  Hardee's  men  had  marched  from 
Bowling  Green,  Polk's  from  Columbus,  and  hoth  had 
had  some  experience  in  marches  at  the  beginning  of  their 
careers  in  Missouri.  When  to  these  odds  against  him 
was  added  the  heaviest  route,  it  is  easy  to  see  why,  from 
the  first,  General  Bragg  was  always  behind.  Polk  and 
Hardee,  with  their  relatively  small  forces,  moved  along 
the  ridges,  while  Bragg  stru^led  through  the  lowlands, 
and,  beyond  Monterey,  through  the  swamps  and  sunken 
grounds  of  Lick  Creek.  But  the  plans  for  arraying  the 
forces  were  as  unfortunate  as  the  arrangements  for 
bringing  them  up  had  been.  Two  of  the  corps  were 
extended  over  the  entire  Hue  of  battle,  one  behind  the 
otlier,  each  in  a  single  line  except  at  one  point  upon  the 
right  flank,  where  one  brigade  from  Bragg's  corps  filled 
out  Hardee's  line.  The  third,  or  reserve,  line  was  formed 
as  the  second  should  have  been ;  that  is,  with  a  corps 
upon  each  side  of  the  central  rood.  Here,  again,  the 
preponderance  of  Brt^^e  numbers  was  an  embarrass- 
ment, and,  no  doubt,  was  the  cause  of  tlie  error  in  forma- 
tion. He  hod  six  brigades ;  if  he  bad  been  given  four, 
and  the  other  two  asiugned  one  to  Hardee  and  one  to 
Breckinridge,  ea<!h  corps  would'  have  had  an  equal  num- 
ber. With  one  corps  deployed  to  cover  the  front,  as 
was  perhaps  necessary  in  view  of  the  circumstances  of 
the  approach,  tlie  remaining  three,  each  with  its  own 
reserves,  might  have  been  so  placed  in  a  second  and  third 
line  as  to  have  covered  the  ground  and  yet  have  been 
able  to  maintain  their  organization  in  tlie  battle.    As  it 
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was,  before  the  battle  of  tlie  first  day  had  been  half 
fought  the  entire  army  was  disjointed,  Hardee's,  Brafj^s, 
and  Polk's  corps  being  mixed  up  in  a  conglomerate  mass. 
When  one  ot  these  officers  had  to  concentrate  a  force 
for  an  assault  upon  s  difficult  point,  he  had  to  gather 
men  from  almost  every  corps  in  the  army.  Conflicting 
orders  were  thus  of  necessity  often  given,  and  so  it  came 
about  that,  instead  of  the  army  being  continuously  pro- 
jected in  heavy  masses  upon  the  Federal  divisions,  ite 
behavior  was  much  hke  that  of  a  balking  team  of  horses : 
as  one  command  went  forward,  the  other  was  standing 
still.  This  defect  was  in  part  corrected  by  an  arrange- 
ment made  between  Generals  Bra^  and  Polk,  by  which 
Polk  took  command  of  the  center,  and  Bragg  the  right, 
General  Hardee  directing  the  troops  upon  the  left.  But 
it  was  twelve  o'clock  before  the  corps  commanders  had 
gotten  into  positions  from  which  they  could  hope  to 
accomplish  anything  definite,  and  then  only  by  an  ar- 
rangement which  ignored  the  lines  of  the  commands 
assigned  them  for  the  battle. 

Approaching  the  events  of  the  battle,  it  is  believed 
that  the  purposes  of  this  work  will  be  fully  served  by 
simply  giving  extracts  from  General  Polk's  official  re- 
port. This  seems  all  the  more  appropriate  because 
of  the  many  full  accounts  which  already  have  been 
presented  by  most  of  the  leading  actors,  or  by  their 
biographers.  As  an  introduction,  however,  t«  this  nar- 
rative, we  will  say  that  throughout  the  battle  General 
Polk  showed  that  disposition  to  personally  supervise 
important  matters  so  characteristic  of  the  man.  He 
held  a  position  well  up  against  his  line,  arranging  and 
placing  commands  as  the  hotly  contested  points  in  bis 
front  demanded,  and  on  four  occasions,  placing  himself  > 
at  the  head  of  bis  troops,  he  led  them  in   desperate 
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charges  against  their  gallant  foes.  In  tlie  second  of 
these  assaults  his  faithful  orderly  was  killed  at  his  side. 
General  Polk  felt  on  this  field  that  the  fate  of  the  Con- 
federacy Imng  almost  in  the  balance,  and  he  saw  that 
nothing  short  of  complete  victory  would  answer  the 
pressing  needs  of  the  South.  He  therefore,  in  common 
with  the  other  corps  commanders,  assumed  positions 
which  under  different  conditions  might  better  have  been 
left  to  subordinates.  Although  the  result  was  a  crush- 
ing blow  t«  their  cause,  yet  the  feehng  of  mutual  reli- 
ance, sjrmpathy,  and  fellowship  between  0«neral  Polk 
and  his  troops  which  was  gained  on  that  fiercely  con- 
tested field  was  never  afterward  shaken,  but  went  with 
both  and  upheld  both  in  the  trying  scenes  that  were  to 
come  thereafter. 

The  substance  of  General  Polk's  report  of  the  part 
taken  by  his  corps  in  the  battle  is  as  follows: 

At  the  appointed  hour  of  the  morning  of  the  6th  my  Iroopa 
were  moved  forward,  and  so  soon  &a  they  were  freed  from 
an  obBtruction  formed  by  a  thicket  of  onderbrush,  they  were 
formed  in  column  of  brigades  and  pressed  onward  to  the 
Bupport  of  the  second  line.  General  Clark's  diviuon  was  in 
front.  We  had  not  proceeded  far  before  the  flrgt  line,  under 
General  Hardee,  was  nnder  fire  tiiroughout  its  length,  and 
the  seeond,  nnder  Qenerat  ^tsigg,  was  also  engaged. 

The  first  order  received  by  me  was  from  General  John- 
ston, who  had  ridden  to  the  front  to  watoh  the  opening 
operations,  and  who,  as  commander-in-chief,  seemed  deeply 
impressed  with  the  responsibilities  of  his  pocddon.  It  was 
observed  that  he  entered  upon  his  work  with  the  ardor  and 
energy  of  a  true  soldier,  and  the  vigor  with  which  he  preaaed 
forward  Ms  troops  gave  assurance  that  his  persistent  deter- 
mination would  dose  the  day  with  a  glorions  victory.  The 
order  was  to  send  him  a  brigade  to  the  right  for  the  support 
of  the  line  of  General  Bragg,  then  hotly  engaged.    Thp 
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brigade  of  Staart,  of  Cl&rk'a  division,  was  immediately  dis- 
patched to  hint,  and  was  led  by  bim  in  person  to  the  point 
requiring  imppoit.  I  was  then  ordered  by  Beauregard  to 
send  one  of  the  brigades  of  my  rear  divirion  to  the  support 
of  Biagg's  left,  which  was  pressed  by  the  enemy.  Orders 
were  giyen  to  that  effect  to  Cheatham,  who  took  ebatf^  of 
the  brigade  in  person,  and  executed  the  movement  promptly. 
My  two  remaining  brigades  were  held  in  hand  till  I  received 
orders  to  move  them  directly  to  the  front  to  the  support  of 
General  Bt&gg'a  center.  These  were  Russell's,  of  Clark's 
diviuon,  which  was  directed  by  that  officer,  and  Boshrod 
Johnson's,  of  Cheatbam's  diviuon.  They  moved  forward  at 
once,  and  were  both  very  soon  warmly  engaged  with  tiie 
enemy. 

The  resistance  at  this  point  was  as  stubborn  as  at  any 
other  on  the  field.  The  forces  of  the  enemy  to  which  we 
were  opposed  were  understood  to  be  those  of  (General  Sher- 
man, fmpported  by  the  command  of  General  HeClemand. 
They  fought  with  determined  courage,  and  contested  every 
inch  of  ground.  Here  it  was  that  the  gallant  BIythe,  colonel 
of  the  UissiBBippi  regiment  bearing  his  own  name,  fell  under 
my  eye,  pierced  through  the  heart  while  charging  a  battery. 
It  was  here  that  (Bushrod)  Johnson,  while  leading  his  bri- 
gade, also  fell  ^  it  was  feared— mortally  wounded,  and  Clark, 
while  cheering  his  command  amidst  a  shower  of  shot  and 
shell,  was  struck  down  and  so  severely  woonded  in  the 
shoulder  as  to  disable  him  from  furtlier  service  and  compel 
him  to  turn  over  a  command  he  had  taken  into  the  fight  with 
snoh  distingnished  gallantry.  And  here  also  fell  many  offi- 
cers of  leaser  grade;  among  them  the  gallant  Captain  Uar- 
shall  T.  Polk  of  Polk's  batt«ry  (who  lost  a  leg),  as  well  as 
a  large  nnmber  of  men,  who  seated  their  devotion  to  our 
oause  with  their  blood.  We  nevertheless  drove  the  enemy 
before  ns,  and  dislodged  him  from  his  strong  portion,  and 
captured  two  of  his  batteries. 

After  these  successes  the  enemy  retired  in  the  direction  of 
the  river,  and  while  they  were  being  pressed  I  sought  out 
Bragg,  to  whose  support  I  had  been  ordered,  and  asked  him 
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where  lie  would  have  my  command.  He  replied :  "  If  you 
■wiQ.  take  care  of  the  center,  I  will  go  to  the  right."  It  was 
understood  that  General  Hardee  was  attending  to  the  left.  I 
accepted  the  arrangement  and  took  charge  of  the  operations 
in  that  part  of  the  general  line  for  the  rest  of  the  day.  It  was 
fought  by  three  of  my  brigades  only, — Stewart's,  Job nsonV 
(afterward  Preston  Smith's),  and  RnsseU's.  Uy  fourth  bri- 
gade, that  of  Colonel  Uaney,  under  the  command  of  (Gen- 
eral Cheatham,  was  on  the  right  with  Bragg  and  Breckin- 
ridge. These  hrigades,  with  occasionally  a  r^ment  of  some 
other  corps,  which  became  detached,  were  fully  employed  in 
tiie  field  assigned  me.  They  fought  over  the  same  ground 
three  times,  as  the  fortunes  of  the  day  varied,  always  with 
steadiuees— a  single  instance  only  excepted,  and  that  only 
for  a  moment— and  with  oooa^onal  instances  of  brilliant 
coun^.  .  .  . 

About  three  o'clock  intelligence  reached  me  that  the  com- 
mander-in-chief, General  Johnston,  had  fallen.  He  fell  in  dis- 
charge of  his  duty,  leading  and  directing  his  troops.  His  loss 
was  deeply  felt.  It  was  an  event  which  deprived  the  army  of 
his  clear,  practical  judgment  and  determined  character,  and 
himself  of  an  opportunity  he  had  courted  for  vindicating  his 
claims  to  the  confidence  of  his  countrymen  against  the  incon- 
siderate and  unjust  reproaches  which  had  been  heaped  upon 
him. 

The  moral  influence  of  bb  presence  had  nevertheless 
already  been  impressed  upon  the  army,  and  an  impulse  given 
to  its  action  which  the  news  of  his  death  increased  instead  of 
abated.  The  operations  of  the  day  had  now  become  so  far 
developed  as  to  foreshadow  the  result  with  a  good  degree  of 
certainty,  and  it  was  a  melancholy  fate  to  be  cut  off  when 
victory  seemed  hastening  to  perch  ujwn  his  standard.  Ho 
was  a  true  soldier,  high-toned,  eminently  honorable  and  just, 
ccmsiderate  of  the  rights  and  feelings  of  others,  magnanimous 
and  brave.  His  mihtary  capacity  was  also  of  a  high  order, 
and  faia  devotion  to  the  cause  of  the  South  unsurpassed  by 
that  of  any  of  her  noble  sons  who  had  offered  up  their  lives 
on  her  altar.    1  knew  him  well  from  childhood,— none  knew 
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him  better, — and  I  take  pleasure  in  laying  on  his  tomb  as  a 
parting  offering  this  testimonial  of  my  appreciation  of  his 
character  as  a  soldier,  a  patriot,  and  a  man. 

The  enemy  in  onr  front  was  gradoally  and  suceeasively 
driven  from  his  position  and  forced  from  the  field  back  on 
the  river-bank.  About  6  p.m.  my  line  attacked  the  enemy's 
troops,  the  last  that  were  left  upon  the  field,  in  an  encamp- 
ment on  my  right.  The  attack  waa  made  in  front  and  flaiUi ; 
Uie  redstance  was  sharp  but  short.  The  enemy,  perceiving 
he  waa  flanked  and  hia  position  completely  tamed,  hoisted  a 
white  flag  and  surrendered.  It  proved  to  be  tlie  commands 
of  Uenerals  Prentiss  snd  William  L.  Wallace.  The  latter, 
wlio  commanded  the  left  of  their  Une,  was  killed  by  the  troops 
of  Bra^,  who  waa  pressing  him  at  the  same  tame  from  that 
quarter.  The  former  yielded  to  the  attack  of  my  troops  on 
their  right,  and  delivered  hia  sword,  with  his  command,  to 
Russell,  one  of  my  brigade  commanders,  who  turned  him  over 
to  mc.  The  prisoners  tamed  over  were  about  two  thousand. 
They  were  placed  in  charge  of  Lieutenant  Richmond,  my 
aide-de-camp,  and  with  a  detachment  of  cavalry  sent  to  the 

I  take  pleasure  in  saying  that  in  tbis  part  of  the  opera- 
tdons  of  my  troops  they  were  aided  by  the  Crescent  Regiment 
of  Iionisiana,  M.  L.  Smith.  This  command  was  composed 
chiefly  of  yonng  men  from  the  oi^  of  New  Orleans,  and  be- 
longed to  Bragg's  Corps.  It  had  been  posted  on  the  left 
wing  in  the  eariy  part  of  the  day  to  bold  an  important  posi- 
tion, where  it  was  detained  and  did  not  reach  the  field  ontil 
a  late  hour.  On  arriving  it  came  to  the  point  at  which  I 
was  commanding  and  reported  to  me  for  orders.  The  con- 
duct of  this  regiment  during  the  whole  afternoon  was  dis- 
tinguished for  its  gallantry,  both  before  and  after  the  captnre 
of  the  command  of  Prentiss,  in  which  it  actively  participated. 

Immediately  after  the  surrender  I  ordered  Colonel  Lind- 
say, in  command  of  one  of  the  re^ments  of  cavalry  belong- 
ing to  my  corps,  to  take  command  of  all  the  cavalry  at  hand 
and  pursue  such  of  the  enemy  as  were  fleeing.  He  detached 
Ueutenaat-Colonel  Miller  of  his  own  regiment  on  that  service 
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immediately,  while  lie  proceeded  to  ooUeet  and  take  charge 
of  other  commands.  Miller  dashed  forward  and  intercepted 
a  battery  within  one  hnndred  and  fifty  yards  of  the  riyer, — 
the  Second  Michigan, —  and  captured  it  before  it  eonld  unlim- 
ber  and  open  fire.  It  was  a  six-gun  battery,  complete  in  all  its 
equipments,  and  was  captured,  men,  horses,  and  guns.  A  por- 
tion of  this  cavalry  rode  to  the  river  and  watered  their  horses. 

By  this  time  the  troops  under  my  command  were  joined 
by  those  of  Brags'  ^■oA  Breckinridge  and  my  fourth  brigade, 
under  Cheatham,  from  the  right.  The  field  waa  clear.  The 
rest  of  the  forces  of  the  enemy  were  driven  to  the  river  and 
under  its  bank.  We  had  one  hour  or  more  of  daylight  still 
left,  were  within  from  one  hundred  and  fifty  to  tour  hundred 
yards  of  the  enemy's  position,  and  nothing  seemed  wanting 
to  complete  the  most  brilliant  victory  of  the  war  but  to  press 
forward  and  make  a  vigorous  assault  on  the  demoralined 
remnant  of  his  forces. 

At  this  iancturo  his  gunboats  dropped  down  the  river, 
near  the  l'^'^'^^'^g  where  his  troops  were  collected,  and  opened 
a  tremendous  cannonade  of  shot  and  shell  over  the  bank  in 
the  direction  from  which  oar  forces  were  approaching.  The 
height  of  the  plain  on  which  we  were,  above  the  level  of 
the  water,  was  about  one  hundred  feet,  so  that  it  was  neces- 
sary to  give  great  elevation  to  bis  guns  to  enable  him  to  fire 
over  the  bank.  The  consequence  was  that  shot  could  take 
effect  only  at  points  remote  from  the  river's  edge.  They 
were  comparatively  harmless  to  our  troops  nearest  Uie  bank, 
and  becuqe  increa«ngly  so  to  us  as  we  drew  near  the  enemy 
and  placed  him  between  us  and  his  boats. 

Here  the  impression  arose  that  our  foroee  were  w(^;iog 
an  unequal  contest — that  they  were  exhausted  and  suffering 
from  a  murderons  fire,  and  by  an  order  from  the  command- 
ing general  they  were  withdrawn  from  the  field. 

One  of  my  divisions,  that  of  General  Clark,  consisting  of 
Stewart's  and  Bnasell's  brigades,  now  under  the  command  of 
General  Stewart,  bivouacked  on  the  ground  with  the  rest  of 
the  troops,  and  were  among  the  first  to  engage  the  enemy  cm 
tlie  following  morning. 
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They  were  actively  engaged  during  the  day,  and  saetained 
the  reputation  they  had  won  the  day  before.  The  other  divi- 
sion, under  Cheatham,  a  brigade  of  which  was  separated  from 
me  at  an  early  hour  on  the  6th,  fought  throughout  the  day 
with  the  skill  and  courage  whieh  always  distiiiguiahea  that 
gallant  ofBeer,  and  was  moved  by  him  to  hia  camp  of  the 
night  before.  They  were  taken  there  to  obtain  ratiouB  and 
to  prepare  for  the  work  of  the  following  day.  Hearing  they 
had  gone  thither,  I  informed  General  Beauregard  I  should 
follow  them,  to  ensure  their  being  on  the  ground  at  an  early 
hour  in  tile  morning.  This  I  did,  and  gave  <vdetB  that  night 
in  person  to  Cheatham  to  be  ready  to  move  at  daylight.' 

Before  daylight  I  dispatched  my  aide-de-camp,  Lieutenant 
Richmond,  to  put  them  in  motion.  Their  march  was  stopped 
for  some  time  to  arrest  a  stampede  which  came  from  the  front. 
Theytitenmovednnder  the  command  of  Cheatham  to  the  field. 
I  sent  forward  a  staff -officer  to  Beaur^ard  to  inform  him  of 
their  approach,  and  was  directed  to  post  them  in  the  rear  of 
Shiloh  Church  and  hold  them  until  further  orders.  It  was  not 
long  before  an  order  from  the  commanding  general  was  re- 

1  At  tbe  time  that  Polk  made  Oila  report  of  the  podtion  at  W  Meond 
dlTiMon,  mod  at  tUs  IntentiOD  toward  it,  tbe  feeUog  at  army  head- 
quarters wag  ODO  of  ooofldenco  In  sd  achieved  victory.  Qeneral  Beaure- 
gard had  then  telettraphed  to  Riahmond:  "We  this  momlcg  attacked 
the  eDBmy  in  strong  poairion  In  front  of  Pittsburg,  aod  atter  a  eevere 
battle  of  ten  houTB,  thanks  to  tlie  iJmlghty,  gained  a  complete  victory, 
driving  the  enemy  from  every  pofdtton."  This  feeling  aoconntB  for  the 
tmet  that  Polk  was  not  ordered  to  march  the  command  back  that  night 
It  had  gone  there  without  his  knowledge,  having  been  separated  from 
him  by  the  order  to  IM  back,  given  from  army  headquarters  direot  to 
division,  tnigade,  and  regiment  eommandera  dnriug  the  engagement. 
The  oonfmlon  amongst  all  ttie  commands  growing  out  of  this  unfortu- 
nate order  was  so  great  that  Polk,  after  placing  his  first  division  in  por- 
tion, felt'it  to  be  best  that  he  should  go  In  person  In  order  to  secure  the 
retnrn  of  the  second  by  dawn.  A»  will  be  seen  from  idl  the  report^  it 
arrived  In  ample  time  to  aecompllah  everything  demanded  by  the 
situation.  Nothing  »iiireif«d  by  its  absenoe.  On  the  contrary,  it  was 
aboot  Ibe  only  division  that  stood  intact  on  the  battlefield  Qie  next  day, 
which  no  donbt  aeeonnts  for  the  fact  that  of  all  the  commands  assembled 
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eeived  to  move  theee  troops  to  the  support  of  the  line  in  my 
front.  They  were  formed  in  tine  of  battle  and  moved  forward 
half  a  mile  to  the  position  held  by  General  Breckinridge. 
Finding  he  waa  able  to  hold  his  position  without  asaiatanoe, 
they  were  moved  by  the  left  flank,  past  Shiloh  Church,  to  form 
on  the  left  of  our  line.  Here  Utey  were  formed  under  the  super' 
vision  of  General  Cheatham  immediately  in  front  of  a  very 
large  force  of  the  army,  now  pressing  vigorously  to  turn  our 
left  flank. 

They  engaged  the  enemy  as  soon  as  they  were  formed,  and 
fought  him  for  four  hours,^  one  of  the  most  definitely  con- 
tested oonflicte  of  the  battle.  The  enemy  was  driven  gradually 
from  his  position,  and  though  reinforced  several  times  during 
the  engagement  he  could  make  no  impression  on  that  part  of 
our  line.  During  this  engagement  the  command  of  General 
Cheatham  was  reinforced  by  a  Loui^na  brigade  under 
Gibson,  and  by  the  Thirty-third  Tennessee  under  Campbell, 
and  the  Twenty- seventh  Tennessee  under  Love ;  all  of  whom 
did  admirable  service,  and  the  last-named  of  whom  fell  mor- 
ttUly  wounded.  This  force  maintained  the  position  it  had  held 
for  so  many  hours  up  to  half-i)asttwoo'clock,the  time  at  which 
orders  were  received  from  the  commanding  general  to  with- 
draw the  troops  from  the  field,  I  gave  orders  accordingly, 
and  the  command  was  retired  slowly  and  in  good  order  in 
the  direction  of  our  camp,  the  enemy  making  no  advance 
whatever. 

In  the  operations  of  this  morning  as  well  as  of  the  day 
before,  those  of  my  troops  who  acted  under  the  immediate 
orders  of  General  Cheatham  bore  themselves  with  conspicuous 
gallantry.  One  charge  particularly,  which  was  made  under 
the  eye  of  the  commander-in-chief  and  his  staff,  drew  fortb 
expressions  of  the  most  unqualified  applause. 

General  Polk  suppressed  his  own  part  in  this  charge, 
but  General  Beauregard,  in  his  "Military  Operations" 
(vol.  i,  p.  313),  is  more  explicit.    He  ssys: 

Just  about  the  time  (10.30  A.».)  when  General  HcCook 
was  assuming  the  offensive  with  his  whole  diviraon,  and  was 
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near  pushing  through  thegap  betveen  General  Breckuuidge's 
left  and  Qeneral  Bragg's  right,  oaosed  by  the  absence  of 
General  Polk  with  one  of  his  divisions,  the  latter  arrived  on 
the  field.  .  .  .  Dashing  forward  with  drawn  sword,  at  the 
head  of  Cheatham's  fine  division,  he  soon  formed  his.  line 
of  battle  at  the  point  where  his  presence  was  so  much  needed, 
and,  with  unaurpaased  vigor,  moved  on  against  a  force  at 
least  double  his  own,  making  one  of  the  most  brilliant  ohat^eB 
of  infantry  made  on  either  day  of  the  battle.  He  drove  back 
the  opposing  column  in  confusion,  and  thos  compensated  for 
the  tardiness  of  his  appearance  on  the  field. ^ 

Referring  again  to  the  official  report  prepared  by 
General  Polk,  we  find  that,  while  dealing  with  details 
mostly  personal  to  liis  own  command,  it  throws  a  strong 
light  upon  the  battle  as  a  whole,  and,  read  in  conjunc- 
tion with  the  other  official  reports,  it  establishes  the 
faithfulness  and  ability  with  which  the  interests  cn- 
tmsted  to  his  charge  were  administered.  It  shows  that 
the  troops  whicli  were  moved  with  the  greatest  celerity 
belonged  to  liis  corps  j  that  his  corps  maintained  its 
organization  throughout  the  battle  better  than  its  com- 
panions ;  that  it  lost  in  killed  and  wounded  nearly  one 
third  of  its  number;  that  at  the  close  of  the  battle  it 
had  but  nineteen  men  "missing"  out  of  a  total  of  9422 
taken  into  action ;  tliat  the  surrender  of  General  Pren- 
tiss's command  {the  largest  body  of  prisoners  taken)  was 

I  General  Beaurefmrd,  ia  his  "Hilltary  Operaldoiu,"  voL  i,  p.  313, 
states  that  he  knew  notiiliig'  of  the  wliereabouta  of  Genend  Polk  and 
CheaOiuii's  diviaton  on  the  momlng  of  the  Tth  ntitlt  10.30  o'clock,  when 
Polk  led  the  oonmutDd  Into  poflltioii  on  Breckinridge's  left,  as  stated  in 
the  report.  This  Is  met  by  Polk's  ntatement,  as  already  given  above; 
and,  from  the  movements  which  ha  executed  under  BeauTegard's  direc- 
tion prior  to  going  Into  action  at  10.30,  it  is  obvious  Umt  he  T«parted  some 
time  before  this  hour.  For  a  corroboration  of  Polk's  account  of  Che  posi- 
tion and  movements  of  the  division,  the  reader  is  referred  to  tbe  report 
of  its  immediate  comiuander,  Qeneral  Cheatham.  See  "  OtBdal  Saoacia, 
War  of  BebelUon,"  vol.  z,  pt  1,  p.  440. 
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made  to  one  of  its  brigade  commanders  under  Polk's  im- 
mediate eye ;  and  that  of  the  fourteen  pieees  of  artillery 
captured  from  the  enemy  and  brought  from  the  field, 
thirteen  were  carried  off  by  this  corps.' 

The  following  letter,  written  to  Mrs.  Polk  a  few  days 
after  the  battle  (April  10),  may  be  of  interest  here : 

I  wrote  to a  long^  letter  the  other  day,  the  seoond  I 

have  written  her  sinoe  the  war  began,  though  I  believe  she 
did  not  receive  the  first 

I  am  thankful  to  say  that  the  prol«otiDg  hand  of  God  was 
over  me  and  aroond  me,  and  I  experienced  ho  harm  during 
either  of  the  two  days  of  the  battle,  although  I  was  in  the 
thickest  of  the  storm  during  both  days.  All  gtory  and  honor 
be  unto  His  holy  Name  for  my  protection  and  defense,  for 
it  was  He  who  did  it  It  was  He  who  "  covered  my  head  in 
the  day  of  battle." 

I  cannot  describe  the  field.  It  was  one  of  great  oamt^s, 
and  as  it  was  the  second  battle  I  had  been  in^the  other 
being  a  bloody  one  also — I  felt  somewhat  more  accustomed 
to  it.  This  one  was  on  a  lai^er  scale,  and  a  maguificent 
affair.  I  believe,  from  what  I  know  and  bear,  you  will  have 
no  reason  to  be  ashamed  of  your  husband  or  your  sons.  But 
of  this — especially  of  the  former — I  will  leave  you  to  hear 
from  others.  Your  sona^  both  behaved  admirably.  I  was 
proud  of  them  j  the  older  was  everywhere  he  was  called  on 
to  be,  and  as  my  aide-de-camp  rendered  most  important 
The  younger  served  the  guns  of  his  battery  very 


1  For  tbe  mnt  of  bones,  numy  bmvltig  been  killed,  niDo  pleeee  of 
Inferior  arUUer;  were  abuMlDaed,  leaving  a  total  g^n  of  but  four. 

>  There  were  dxteen  deseendanU  of  BiAiwt  Poik  in  the  Con(ederB(« 
army,  and  a  number  In  the  Federal  army,  at  the  battle  of  Shilob.  Gen- 
eral Polk  had  but  two  aoug,  the  two  mentioned  In  tbe  letter  to  hia  wife. 
The  elder,  Alexander  Hamilton,  who  served  as  oaptain  and  aidonle- 
ramp,  died  in  1ST3  m  the  reanlt  of  a  sunitroke  received  during  tbe 
oampaign  in  Kentncky  in  September,  1882.  The  jonnger,  then  a  seoond 
lieutenant  of  artUlery,  was  attaohed  to  BankheBd's  Batter;  of  Id^ 
ArtdUoT,  and  la  the  author  of  this  memoir. 
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gallantly,  and  I  am  truly  thankful  to  aay  they  both  escaped 
nnhiut.  The  enemy  was  badly  whipped  the  first  day,  and 
we  ought,  from  the  advants^  gained,  to  have  captured  his 
whole  force.  We  would  have  done  so  if  we  had  had  an 
hoar  more  of  daylight. 

The  battle  of  the  day  following  was  a  drawn  fight.  We 
left  them,  and  they  did  not  follow  us.  The  first  prisoners 
captured,  I  beUeve,  were  those  which  fell  into  my  hands, 
and  the  number  was  large. 

The  army  is  now  refreshing  itself  for  another  attack,  and 
we  think  on  the  next  occasion  our  troops  will  behave  better 
than  on  the  last.  As  for  details  of  the  battle  you  have  plenty 
in  the  newspapers. 

The  battle  of  Shiloh  has  been  a  favorite  theme  with 
many  writers,  both  because  of  its  importance  and  of  the 
many  controversial  questions  which  immediately  sprang 
up  in  both  camps.  They  all,  however,  center  about  the 
management  of  the  opposing  armies  by  their  respective 
commanders.  Upon  the  side  of  the  Federals  the  im- 
portant issue  has  been  the  condition  of  General  Grant's 
army  at  the  close  of  the  battle  of  the  6th.  According 
to  bis  own  account  and  that  of  his  friends,  it  was  at 
that  time  in  position  to  offer  an  efFeutivc  resistance  to 
the  Confederates.  According  to  Gteneral  Buell's  account 
General  Grant's  army  on  that  evening  was  in  the  main 
a  demoralized,  helpless  mass  of  fugitives.  One  thing  is 
certain,  however :  it  had  been  beaten  from  all  its  posi- 
tions, and  was  then  confronted  by  a  victorious  enemy, 
who  was,  conscious  of  its  advantage  and  was  able  to 
])rees  it.  This  is  shown  in  nearly  all  the  reports  which 
have  been  made  by  the  officers  who  were  at  the  front, 
and  in  some  excellent  notes  which  have  appeared  in  the 
"Century  Magazine"  (1885). 

The  question  at  issue  upon  tlie  side  of  the  Confeder- 
ates relates  to  the  order  to  retire  given  by  C^neral  Beau- 
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regard  an  hour  or  more  before  dark  on  the  6th,  and 
while  the  opposing  armies  were  in  the  relative  positions 
as  stated  jnst  above.  The  corps  commanders  and  nearly 
all  tlie  subordinate  commanders  who  wrot«  upon  the 
subject  concur  in  saying  that  there  was  abundant  day- 
light for  fighting,  and  that  their  commands  were  either 
advancing  or  preparing  to  advance  upon  the  Federal 
position  when  the  order  to  retire  was  re<!eived.  On  tlie 
other  hand,  General  Beauregard  and  his  friends,  while 
accepting  in  the  main  the  statements  of  General  Grant 
and  bis  friends  as  to  the  condition  of  the  Federal  army, 
faU  to  give  like  credence  to  the  statements  of  the  Con-, 
federate  commanders  as  to  the  condition  of  their  own 
forces,  and  claim  that  the  Confederate  army  was  so  worn 
out  and  disoi^nized  by  its  efforts  that  a  further  con- 
tinnimce  of  the  battle  would  have  resulted  in  its  defeat 
that  day. 

The  writer  will  not  attempt  to  analyze  these  conflict- 
ing statements,  as  it  would  carry  him  beyond  the  prov- 
ince of  his  work,  but  he  will  say  this  much :  his  posi- 
tion gave  him  ample  occasion  to  discover  that,  upon 
the  propriety  or  necessity  for  the  order  to  retire  on  the 
afternoon  of  the  Gth,  the  verdict  of  General  Beauregard's 
army  was  against  him.'  It  was  always  Iwheved,  from  tlie 
advantage  gained,  that  the  whole  of  Grant's  army  ought 
to  have  been  capturetl,  and  had  General  Beauregard 
shown  less  ability  and  gallantry  in  extricating  his  army 
from  its  perilous  position  on  the  7th,  that  one  order 
would  have  robbed  him  of  its  eonfldence.  As  it  was, 
though  defeated,  the  army  still  looked  to  him  with  trust, 

1  Tbe  writer  received  the  ordera  jnst  w  he  had  been  pluad  in  chargo 
of  the  light  batteiy  (2d  Hichlgiui)  captured  from  the  enemy  b;  tbe 
cavalry  after  the  BurreDder  of  General  Prenttaa.  It  was  a  Bii-giui  bat- 
tery, and  ivaa  capCuTed  and  turned  over  entire  —  men,  honee,  and  gana. 
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and  it  is  pleasant  to  believe  that,  hod  his  health  per- 
mitted him  to  pemain  in  command,  the  faults  of  Shiloh 
would  have  been  atoned  in  better  results  upon  fields  yet 
to  come. 

The  opportunity  was  to  be  denied  him,  however ;  ill 
health  continued  to  hamper  him,  and  finally  led  to' his  - 
displacement  in  favor  of  General  Bragg.  This  is  set 
forth  accurately  in  the  following  paragraph  in  a  lett«r 
from  General  Bra^,  who  in  all  tiungs  was  nearest  to 
General  Beauregard  at  that  time : 

Oeneral  Beauregard  has  never  been  phyEicall;  equal  to 
the  labors  of  his  position  since  I  joined  him  in  March  (2d) 
last,  and  has  often  said  to  me  he  could  not  get  on  with  its 
labors  without  the  cordial  and  earnest  assistance  1  gave 
him.  Our  iuteroonrae  was  daily,  free,  unrestrained,  and  as 
harmomons  as  if  we  had  been  brothers."' 

The  defeat  at  Shiloh  was  succeeded  by  weary  disheart- 
ening weeks,  first  of  camp  life  and  then  of  unavaUing 
skirmishing  against  the  steadily  advancing  Federal  line. 
The  arrival  of  General  Van  Dom's  corps  (some  17,(XM) 
men)  infused  fresh  spirit  into  the  army  for  a  time,  but 
the  eohstment  period  of  large  numbers  of  the  soldiers 
was  expiiing.  Corinth  was  fast  proving  itself  a  most 
unhealthy  location,  so  that  disease  and  desertion  con- 
spired to  thin  the  Confederate  ranks  to  a  degree  which 
made  further  resistance  to  the  largely  superior  Federal 
force  unavailing.  Two  attempts  were  made  to  bring 
on  a  general  engagement.  These  failing,  General  Beau- 
regard witlidrew  liis  army  to  Tupelo  in  Mississippi.  The 
following  Ictt^^r  enables  us  to  keep  in  view  the  subject 
of  this  memoir : 

I.  i,  p.  E92.— Bra^ 
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Eeadqitartkbs  1st  Corps, 
Abhy  of  the  Mississippi,  June  3, 1862. 

My  dMT  Daughter.-  I  send  Heck  down  to  see  yon  &nd  to 
spend  &  few  d&ys  with  you,  as  well  for  your  sake  as  for  his. 
He  will  tell  you  all  the  news  of  the  anny  and  o£  me.  We 
have  deemed  it  advisable,  after  having  kept  the  enemy  em- 
ployed six  weeks  in  digfriag  aud  embanking  all  the  way  from 
the  Tennessee  River  to  Corinth,  and  just  when  he  had  spent 
millions  of  dollars,  and  lost  thousands  of  men  by  the  climate 
and  water,  and  when  he  bad  just  got  ready  to  open  his  heavy 
batteries, —  to  bid  him  good-morning  and  invite  him  down  a 
little  farther  South. 

How  he  likes  it  we  have  not  heard.  We  like  the  change 
very  much,  as  it  gives  us  a  delightful  woodland  for  our  camps 
and  fine,  pure,  spring  freestone  water  and  plenty  of  fresh 
beef.  I  have  a  delightful  camp  myself,  and  wish  you  could 
look  in  on  me  and  see  how  comfortable  I  am.  My  health  is, 
thank  our  Heavenly  Father,  very  gt)od,  and,  except  that  I  am 
separated  from  my  &mily  and  grieved  with  the  disturbed 
state  of  the  conntry,  I  am  as  happy  as  I  generally  am,  and 
you  know  that  is  not  miserable.  .  .  . 

This  cheerful  letter  was  scarcely  justified  by  the  con- 
ditioDS  then  being  forced  upon  the  people  in  that  quar- 
ter of  the  Confederacy,  but  it  serves  to  illustrate  as  well 
as  any  other  produced  in  this  book  Oeneral  Polk's  un- 
varying attitude  toward  even  his  own  family  in  all 
questions  of  stat«  poliey  or  army  movement.  If  mat>- 
ters  were  not  all  right,  they  soon  would  bo.  lu  his 
entire  private  correspondence  during  the  war  but  one 
exception  occurs,  and  that  came  just  after  the  defeat  at 
Gettysburg  and  the  fall  of  Vicksburg,  where  in  writing 
Bishop  Elliott  a  confidential  letter  he  said ; 

As  to  the  army  as  it  stands,  we  have  no  fear ;  but  it  is  not 
strong  enough.  It  must  be  increased.  We  have  the  men,  and 
they  should  be  put  into  the  ranks.     To  accomplish  this  more 
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vigor  is  required  in  the  Administration.  Its  action  is  not 
decided  enongli.  But  the  indication  whioh  I  think  most  aig- 
nifleant  is  the  tendency  ftoie  mattifestiiig  itaelf  in  diffwetd  State* 
among  the  peopU  totetdown,    This.mnst  be  looked  to. 

At  this  time  no  sueb  tendency  hnd  shown  iUelf ,  as  was 
being  proved  in  the  readiness  with  which  the  people  sur- 
rendered their  property  to  the  army,  or  submitted  to  its 
loss  where  its  destmction  was  deemed  necessary  as  a 
part  of  the  war  policy.  This  was  particularly  notice- 
able alon^  the  Mississippi  River,  where  large  quantities 
of  cotton  were  being  burned  by  the  government  to  pre- 
vent the  possibility  of  it  being  disposed  of  to  bnyers 
outside  the  Confederate  lines,  who  were  offering  the 
enonnons  prices  which  that  staple  commanded  daring 
this  period  of  scarcity. 

General  Polk  was  one  of  the  heaviest  losers  by  this 
act  of  destmction.  In  fact,  it  dealt  the  finishing  blow 
to  what  remained  of  his  fortune ;  and  as  the  above  letter 
was  written  but  a  few  days  aft«r  he  had  heard  of  his 
loss,  it  becomes  an  index  of  the  man's  spirit,  not  only  iu 
the  face  of  pubUc  disaster  font  of  private  calamity  as 
well. 
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June  21  to  Noteubgr,  1862. 

QenenJ  BeMiregai^l  reUevad  From  u>minuiiL  — Appointment  of  QeDoal 
Br*^  an  eommMiiler-ln-chlef. —  A  promUlug  outlook. —  General  Bnell's 
xlTMiee  toward  ClutlwioagB. — Beinf oreementB  for  General  Kirbj  Smitli. 
—  General  Van  Dom  opposed  to  GeDenl  Grant.— Genanl  Bragg  de- 
tonninee  on  an  otleniiTe  campaign. —  HoTement  agaisit  Cumberlaod 
Gap.— The  Arm;  of  Hlwlraippi  advancei  Into  Middle  Tennesaee.— 
HorementH  in  Kentucky.— General  Ktrbf  Smith  defeats  General  Nei- 
BonatlUchmoDd.— Confederate  enthuHiaiini.— General  Buell'a  poatHon 
■t  Bowling  Gteen. —  Importance  of  IxiulHville.—  Capture  of  Humfoida- 
Tille. —  General  Bragg'a  discomflture.— General  Buell  entera  Louia- 
ville. —  Bearrangemont  of  d>e  campaign. —  Endeavon  to  form  Con- 
federate goremment  In  Kentacky. —  Favorable  condltlonH  for  a  earn- 
paign.— General  Bragg's  plaDe.—  General  Polk's  dilemma.— Conflicting 
Bituations  and  ordera.— General  Bnell  outgonerale  General  BragK.— 
Situation  before  PerryTllie. —General  Brsgg'H  plans.— General  Hai^ 
dee'sletter.— Battle  of  J>err7Tille,— Spirit  of  the  Contedemte  troops.— 
Confederate  retreat  to  Harmdiibnrg.  —  Feate  of  gallantry  at  Perry- 
Tllle.— Heroin m  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Parson*.— General  Polk's  nar- 
row escape.— The  Confedenilen  abandon  KentucJiy.— General  Bragg 
resumes  command  of  the  Army  of  Mis^mlppi.— Polk  ordered  to  Rich, 
mond. —  Interview  with  the  President.-  Appendix. 

On  the  21st  of  June  tho  aniiy  was  surprised  by  the 
announcement  that  General  Beauregard  had  been  re- 
lieved from  the  command,  and  that  General  Brt^g  was 
appointed  in  his  stead.     The  event  had  been  fore- 
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shadowed,  however,  by  what  was  known  concerning  the 
state  of  Beaoregard's  health,  and,  while  many  regretted 
the  change,  all  hailed  the  new  chief  as  the  commander 
who  was  to  reverse  the  line  of  disasters  that  had  re- 
cently 80  heavily  pressed  upou  them.  General  Bragg 
began  bis  admimstration  with  vigor,  and  it  was  soon 
whispered  about  that  a  movement  upon  the  enemy  was 
in  the  near  future.  As  commander  of  the  Army  of  Mis- 
sissippi he  had  been  most  conspicuous  in  fighting  the 
demoralization  which  fell  upon  the  troops  after  the 
failure  at  Shiloh.  The  laxness  which  marked  many 
commands  had  yielded  to  his  stem  discipline,  and  the 
administration  of  the  general  affairs  of  his  force  was 
such  that  without  exaggeration  it  may  be  said  that  it 
had  become  as  efficient  a  body  of  men  as  any  of  equal 
size  within  the  limits  of  the  contending  armies,  Federal 
and  Confederate. 

Having  proved  his  ability  as  an  organizer,  Qener^ 
Bragg  was  now  to  test  himself  upon  the  higher  field  of 
grand  tactics  and  strategy. 

The  first  element  of  a  commander's  success  is  the  con- 
fidence of  his  army,  and  this  General  Bragg  then  pos- 
sessed to  the  fullest  extent.  It  possessed  the  army  from 
the  highest  to  the  lowest,  and,  eagerly  awaiting  his 
commands,  all  held  themselves  ready  to  do  his  bidding. 
Qener^  Polk,  it  is  well  to  say,  fully  shared  this  feeling. 
Witnessing,  as  he  did,  the  admirable  results  of  the 
efforts  toward  improving  the  condition  of  tke  army,  he 
was  prepared  to  find  in  General  Bragg  all  that  was 
claimed  for  him  as  the  future  director  of  the  fortunes  of 
the  Confederacy  in  that  quarter  of  the  field. 

In  the  latter  part  of  July,  General  Kirby  Smith,  the 
commander  of  the  Department  of  E^t  Tennessee,  in- 
formed General  Bragg  that  General  Buell  was  pressing 
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him  in  the  direction  of  Chattanooga,  and  asked  for  as- 
aifltanee.  He  also  proposed  that  Gteneral  Br^g  should 
transfer  his  army  to  his  department,  and  initiate  from 
there  an  offensive  campaign  into  Middle  Tennessee  and 
Kentucky,  offering  to  place  himself  and  his  entire  com- 
mand under  CFeneral  Bragg's  direction  for  that  purpose. 
This  proposition  and  offer  was  submitted  to  the  govern- 
ment at  Richmond,  which  in  turn  approved  the  step. 
Finding  that  the  enemy  in  West  Tennessee  was  disposed 
to  remain  quiet.  General  Bragg  accepted  General  Smitli's 
proposal,  and  transferred  to  the  threatened  point  Mc- 
Cown's  division  of  General  Van  Doni's  command,  and 
later  four  divisions  of  the  Army  of  Mississippi,  leaving 
in  Mississippi  General  Van  Dom  and  the  troops  origi- 
nally brought  by  that  officer  from  the  Trans-Mississippi 
Department.  General  Breckinridge's  division  of  Ken- 
tacky  troops,  which  a  short  time  before  had  been  de- 
tached from  the  Army  of  MissiHsippi  for  operations  in 
east  Louisiana,  was  left  to  replace  McCown's  division. 
This  proved  an  unfortunate  exchange,  as  was  shown  by 
the  absence  of  General  Breckinridge  and  his  men  from 
Kentucky  at  a  time  when  their  influence  was  needed  for 
the  furtherance  of  General  Brag^s  plans. 

General  Van  Dom  was  assigned  the  duty  of  watching, 
and,  if  need  be,  operating  against,  General  Grant,  the 
Federal  commander  in  West  Tennessee.  He  was  also 
charged  with  the  defenses  of  the  Mississippi  River  at 
Vieksbui^  and  Port  Hudson. 

The  Army  of  Mississippi  arrived  at  Chattanooga 
early  in  August,  and  was  there  reorganized.  Two  corps 
were  formed,  which  were  designated  as  the  right  and 
left  wings  of  the  army.  General  Polk,  who  had  been 
acting  as  second  in  command,  was  assigned  the  right 
wing,  while  the  left  was  assigned  to  General  Hardee. 
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The  division  commanders  for  the  right  were  Generals 
Cheatham  and  Withers ;  for  the  left,  Generals  Buckner 
and  Fatten  Anderson.  The  cavalry  of  the  army  con- 
sisted of  the  brigades  of  Generals  John  Morgan  and 
Forrest,  and  Ctdonel  Wheeler.  Morgan  had  been  oper- 
ating in  central  Kentucky  for  some  weekB,  and  Forrest 
was  then  performing  a  similar  service  in  Middle  Tennes- 
see.   Wheeler  remained  with  the  army. 

Finding  that  General  Buell's  advance  npon  Chatta- 
nooga had  been  suspended,  and  learning  through  For- 
rest that  his  force  was  scattered  throughout  Middle 
Tennessee,  apparently  for  the  object  of  fortifying  and 
holding  the  more  important  positions,  General  Bragg 
determined  to  inaugurate  the  campaign  at  once.  Plans 
had  been  carefully  considered  by  the  government,  Gen- 
eral Eirby  Smith,  and  himself,  and  it  was  finally  con- 
cluded that  the  movement  should  be  dinicted  against 
General  Buell's  left  and  rear,  with  the  view  of  regaining 
not  only  Middle  Tennessee,  but  as  much  of  central  and 
eastern  Kentucky  as  might  be  possible. 

The  Federal  forces  which  had  to  be  considered  in  this 
campaign  were  practically  the  disjointed  segments  of 
General  Halleck's  former  command,  viz.,  Grant  and  Rose- 
erans  in  West  Tennessee,  Buell  in  Middle  Tennessee,  and 
Wright  in  central  and  eastern  Kentucky. 

In  the  main  the  Federal  forces  were  scattered  along 
the  railroad  lines  in  the  separate  military  districts  which 
they  proposed  to  hold,  but  their  supply  of  rail  and  river 
transportation  was  sufQcient  to  permit  proper  concen- 
tration in  ease  of  need.  The  only  iBolated  command 
was  the  garrison  at  Cumberland  Gap  under  General 
George  Moi^n.  This  position  was  well  fortified,  how- 
ever, and  in  addition  was  supplied  with  food  and  am- 
munition sufHcient  for  a  siege. 
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Ib  making  Ids  dispositions  General  Bragg  opposed 
Van  Dom  to  Geuerals  Grant  and  Rosccrans  in  West 
Tennessee;  General  Kirby  Smith,  together  with  Hum- 
phrey Marshall's  small  command  in  southwest  Virginia, 
he  oppoaed  to  the  forces  of  General  Wright  in  central 
KentiK^ky  and  at  Cumberland  Gap ;  while  with  his  own 
immediate  command,  the  Army  of  Mississippi,  he  under- 
took the  operations  gainst  General  Bnell.  General  Van 
l>om  was  now  oi-dered  to  move  upon  Grant  so  as  to  pre- 
vent the  sending  of  reinforcements  to  Buell  or  Wright 
General  Smith  ivos  directed  at  tlie  same  time  to  move 
upon  Cumberland  Gap,  capture  it  if  possible,  but,  if  not 
possible,  to  leave  a  force  to  watch  it,  and  with  the  re- 
mainder of  his  command  pass  to  its  rear,  unite  with 
Marshall  (already  oi-dered  to  move  forward),  and  mareh 
infc()  central  Kentucky.  The  line  marked  out  for  his 
immediate  command  was  an  advance  into  Middle  Ten- 
nessee by  way  of  Sparta  under  cover  of  the  eastern  slope 
of  the  Cumberland  Mountains.  He  intended  to  engage 
Buell  south  of  the  Cumberland  River  if  [>08sible;  but 
if  such  a  course  should  prove  impracticable  it  was  the 
intention  to  move  directly  north,  enter  Kentucky,  unit« 
*itJi  Smith,  and  then  fight  the  decisive  battle  for  the 
possessioD  of  the  Stat*. 

This  combined  movement  was  earnestly  supported  by 
all  (iciicral  B^^;g's  officerR,  and  was  cordially  approved 
by  tlie  government.  The  disjH)sitions  which  he  made 
were  comprehensive,  and  but  for  tlie  intervals  separat- 
ing the  colnmns  they  were  as  complete  as  the  circum- 
stances permitted. 

Thus  was  inaugurated  the  most  exttmsive,  and,  had 
it  been  succcHsful,  far-reaching  campaign  ever  attempted 
bj'  any  Confederate  commander.  It  appealed  to  the 
enthusiasm  of  the  people  as  well  as  to  that  of  the  sol- 
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diers,  becEiuse  it  was  a  practical  answer  to  all  that  the 
former  iu  its  anxiety  was  urgiug  upou  the  g<»venimeut, 
and  was  in  the  direct  line  of  what  the  army  felt  to  be 


Late  in  August  the  Army  of  Mississippi  crossed  the 
Tennessee  River  at  Chattanooga,  and  on  tlio  2Sth  took 
up  its  line  of  march  across  the  Cumberland  Mountains 
to  Sparta  in  Middle  Tennessee.  ■  It  then  numbered  31,500 
men  of  all  anuti,  including  the  commands  of  Wheeler 
and  Forrest. 

Meanwhile  General  Buell,  gathering  at  Murfreesboro 
some  30,000  men,  prepared  to  offer  an  active  resistance. 

Tlie  opposing  forces,  as  tlien  constituted,  were  almost 
ef^ual,  but  the  advantages  of  concentration  and  clearness 
of  purpose  were  with  General  Bi'^g.  General  Buell, 
now  on  the  defensive,  had  not  penetrated  his  opponent's 
designs  sufficiently  to  enable  him  to  determine  definitely 
the  direction  of  his  blow,  but  he  kept  well  between  his 
enemy  and  Nashville. 

Halting  at  Sparta  a  day  or  two,  General  Bra^  care- 
fully studied  tlie  situation.  Had  his  information  shown 
that  Buell  would  remain  at  Murfreesboro,  no  doubt 
he  would  have  moved  upon  him  at  once ;  but  Forrest, 
whose  statements  were  rarely  misleading,  reported  the 
enemy  as  abandoning  that  position  and  concentrating 
at  Nashville. 

Knowing  that  Nashville  had  been  well  fortified,  and 
that  it  contained  abundant  provisions  for  an  army, 
General  Bragg  wisely  decided  to  relinquish  for  the 
present  bis  design  upon  Middle  Tennessee,  and,  instead, 
to  push  boldly  into  Kentucky,  where  General  Smith  had 
already  secured  a  good  foothold.  In  adopting  this 
course  he  did  not  fail,  however,  to  provide  for  the  oeeu- 
pation  of  Middle  Tennessee.    General  Samuel  Jones,  the 


n,g,t,7.dt,'G00glc 


126  MARCS  INTO  KENTVCKY.  [ISffi 

commander  at  Chattanooga,  was  instructed,  with  such 
few  troops  as  he  could  gather  together,  to  advance  along 
the  railroad  toward  Nashville  as  far  as  might  be  pru- 
dent ;  and  at  a  later  period,  when  in  Kentucky,  General 
Bragg  eent  Forrest,  with  two  regiments,  to  the  same 
region.  It  was  hoped  that  General  Van  Dom  would  be 
able  to  cooperate  with  this  force.  But  his  defeat,  to  be 
mentioned  soon,  rendered  this  impossible. 

General  Kirby  Smith,  as  has  been  said,  had  already 
crossed  the  mountains  near  (Cumberland  Gap,  whence, 
leaving  StevenHOu's  division  to  wat«h  Morgan,  whom 
he  fonnd  too  stnmg  to  be  attacked  in  position^  he  had 
advanced  rapidly  into  Kentucky.  General  Nelson,  com- 
manding the  <;cntral  district  of  Kentucky,  hastily  gath- 
ering some  10,0(H)  troops,  attempted  t*i  check  his  prog- 
n»s  at  Richmond ;  but  Smith,  with  a  force  of  aboat 
5000  well-orgaiiiKcd  and  comparatively  seasoned  troops, 
promptly  attacked,  and  after  a  severe  conflict  routed  his 
opponent,  wounded  him,  and  captured  5000  of  his  men, 
with  all  of  his  trains  and  most  of  his  artillery'.  Allow- 
ing his  enemy  no  time  to  recuperate,  General  Smith 
pursued  vigorously,  and  speedily  made  himself  master 
of  central  Kentucky.  Concentrating  his  forces  at  Lex- 
ington, he  occupied  the  enemy  by  thrcat'Cning  Louisville 
and  Cincinnati,  while  he  awaited  furtlier  developments. 

The  news  of  General  Smith's  success  reached  General 
Bragg's  army  about  the  time  it  left  Sparta,  and  it  served 
to  quicken  an  enthusiasm  already  at  a  high  pitch.  For- 
rest now  reported  the  Federal  troops  evacuating  Nash- 
ville and  moving  north  to  Bowling  Green,  or  perhaps 
Louisville,  wLieh  was  interpreted  as  a  virtual  abandon- 
ment of  Middle  Tennessee  in  onler  that  General  Buell 
might  better  secure  and  hold  his  communications  with 
hU  base  at  Louisville.    It  appeared  evident  that  there 
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was  to  be  a  race  between  the  opposing  forces  for  the 
vantage-ground  in  KentutJiy,  and,  discerning  more 
clearly  the  objects  of  the  campaign,  the  soldiers  entered 
upon  it  with  the  greatest  ardor ;  even  the  lazy  and  some- 
times obstreperous  teamsters  canght  the  infection,  so 
that  the  trains,  the  chief  cause  of  delay  on  snoh  occa- 
sions, were  always  well  in  place. 

General  Polk's  corps  leading,  the  advance  marched 
from  Sparta  on  September  5.  Moving  rapidly,  he 
reached  Glasgow  on  the  12th,  and  onder  orders  from 
General  Bragg  promptly  seized  the  Louisville  and  Nash- 
ville railroad  north  of  Bowling  Green,  at  Proctor's  sta- 
tion and  Cave  City  station. 

General  Bra^  now  stood  upon  General  Buell's  com- 
munications, and  at  the  same  time  occupied  a  position 
from  which  he  could  easily  unite  with  General  Smith, 
who,  then  operating  about  Lexington,  was  dispatched 
{on  the  9th)  to  be  ready  for  a  concentration  of  all  the 
forces.  As  stated  to  General  Polk  in  a  dispatch  of  the 
10th,  General  Bragg's  design  upon  reaching  Glasgow 
was  to  "strike  a  blow"  at  Bowling  Green,  but  General 
Buell,  who  bad  not  been  idle,  frustrated  the  plan. 
Wisely  leaving  a  division  to  hold  Nashville,  he  had 
moved  north  in  search  of  his  enemy,  with  a  force  ang- 
mented  by  two  divisions,  which,  in  spite  of  Van  Dom, 
General  Grant  had  sent  him.  His  advance  reached 
Bowling  Green  coincident  with  General  Polk's  arrival 
at  Glasgow,  and  by  the  time  General  Bragg  had  brought 
all  his  force  to  Glasgow  the  bulk  of  the  Federal  army 
was  near  enough  to  Bowling  Green  to  be  placed  behind 
its  fortifications  before  the  Confederate  army  could  have 
reached  it.  If  General  Bragg  seriously  entertained  the 
idea  of  taking  Bowling  Green  at  that  dat«,  he  lost  his 
opportunity  when  he  failed  to  march  directly  upon  it 
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after  crossing  the  Cumberland  Biver,  It  was  evident, 
however,  that  the  blow  at  Bowling  Green  was  a  contin- 
gent operation,  to  be  attempted  or  not,  as  conditions 
might  permit,  after  the  railroad  ctonmunication  with 
Louisville  had  been  interrupted.  When  this  had  been 
accomplished  it  was  plainly  seen  that  the  opportunity 
had  escaped;  consequently  the  design  upon  Bowling 
Green  was  abandoned.  The  nnion  with  General  Smith 
had  been  practically  secnred,  however;  for,  although 
separated  from  him  by  some  sixty  or  seventy  miles,  the 
roads  were  of  unusual  excellence  and  led  through  an 
abundant  country,  and  no  enemy  was  so  placed  as  to 
impede  the  junction  in  the  slightest  degree.  General 
Smith  hBiA  informed  General  Bragg  that  he  had  cap- 
tured a  large  amount  of  army  supplies,  so  that  the 
army  was  assured  not  only  of  strength  bat  of  plenty  in 
that  direction. 

The  object  of  the  campaign  being  the  reoccnpation  of 
Middle  Tennessee  and  as  much  of  Kentucky  as  could 
be  secured,  it  was  evident  that  General  Buell  must  be 
brought  to  a  decimve  battle,  and,  if  possible,  defeated. 
"Unless  this  was  ateompliBhixl  the  campaign  could  not  be 
a  success.  But  General  Buell  oueupied  a  strongly  forti- 
fied position  at  Bowling  Green,  was  abundantly  supplied 
with  provisions,  and  could  fight  or  not  as  he  saw  fit.  If 
he  would  abandon  his  fortifications,  General  Bragg,  who 
then  knew  nothing  of  the  reinforcements  from  Grant, 
would  have  fought  him  willingly ;  but  this  it  was  thought 
he  would  not  do.  In  fact.  General  Buell's  advance  a  day 
or  two  later  toward  Glasgow  was  construed  as  a  recon- 
noissance  rather  than  the  movement  of  his  entire  army. 
It  was  evident  that  the  country  about  Glasgow  and  Bowl- 
ing Green  was  too  poorly  provisioned  to  await  there  his 
pleasure,  for  it  meant  starvation.    It  appeared,  therefore, 
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that  any  direct  attempt  apou  Buell's  army  most  be 
abandoned  for  the  present.  There  was  another  object- 
ive, however,  the  capture  of  which  would  secure  to  the 
Confederates  advantages  second  only  to  the  destruction 
of  Buell's  army,  and  that  was  tlie  city  of  Louisville. 
This  was  General  Buell's  base  of  supplies,  and  at  this 
time  was  filled  with  army  stores  of  every  description. 
But  more  than  all,  it  was  the  chief  city  of  the  State, 
and  its  possession  would  carry  an  amount  of  prestige 
wliich  could  be  abundantly  utilized,  not  only  from  a 
miUtary  standpoint,  but  from  a  political  one  as  well, 
in  securing  the  purposes  of  the  campaign.  To  move 
upon  it  involved  no  loss  of  position,  and  every  mile 
gained  in  that  direction  only  placed  Genutd  Bragg 
that  much  nearer  General  Smith  aud  his  abundant  sup- 
plies. Since  General  Buell  could  not  be  successfully 
reached,  it  was  obvious  that  Louisville  must  be  secured. 
Fortunately,  General  Smith,  by  threatening  Cincinnati, 
was  drawing  away  the  reinforcemeuts  intended  for 
Louisville.  Everj-thing,  therefore,  pointed  to  a  contin- 
uation of  the  march  north.  General  Bragg,  of  course, 
saw  it  all,  and  began  his  arrangements  to  carry  this 
plan  into  effect. 

On  the  15th  he  wrote  General  Smith  to  be  ready  by 
the  23d  to  cooperate  with  him  in  the  advance  upon 
Louisville,  while  Smith,  conscious  of  the  importance  of 
the  movement,  wrote  on  the  same  date  urging  a  similar 
course  upon  General  Bragg,  and  made  his  dispositions 
to  that  end,  as  shown  in  tetters  of  the  18th,  19tb,  2l6t, 
and  23d  of  September.' 

Hardly  had  this  combined  movement  been  initiated 
when  there  occurred  one  of  those  side  issues  which  in 
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the  life  of  an  army  often  exercises  an  important  influ- 
ence upon  its  fortunes.  Qeneral  John  R.  Chalmers,  a 
favorite  officer  with  the  commanding  ^neral,  who  had 
been  placed  with  his  brigade  so  ae  to  hold  the  railroad 
at  Cave  City,  acting  without  orders,  made  an  injudi- 
cious and  unsuccessful  attack  upon  the  fortified  camp  at 
Munfordsville,  a  point  a  few  miles  to  the  north  of  ttie 
post  assigned  him.  The  position  in  itself  was  oue  of 
no  special  importance  at  that  tunc,  but  General  Bragg 
thought  the  affair  might  affect  injurioitaly  the  morale 
of  his  army ;  and,  as  the  place  could  be  taken  without 
any  departure  from  the  short<!st  and  most  available 
route  toward  Lonisville,  he  manihed  his  army  toward 
it  and  speedily  cHpturod  it,  with  its  garrison  of  4267 
men.  This  was  ai^coinplished  on  the  morning  of  the 
17th.  Knowing  that  time  pressed,  it  wae  supposed  that 
the  army  would  iit  onee  reeome  its  march  toward  Louis- 
ville. This,  however,  was  not  done.  Generri  Buell  was 
reported  advancing  from  Bowhng  Green.  On  the  18th 
he  reached  the  vicinity  of  Cave  City,  and,  ponding  the 
arrival  of  Thomas's  division,  took  a  strong  defensive 
position.  For  the  first  time  General  Brt^g  now  faced 
a  test  of  higher  generalship,  and  the  manner  in  which 
be  bore  himself  proved  a  fiiiock  to  his  snlmrdinates. 
Singularly  elated  over  tlie  relatively  insignificant  event 
of  Munfordsville,  for  a  day  or  two  he  w^emed  unable  to 
determine  definitely  his  future  course.  Wavering  be- 
tween his  original  purpose  of  joining  General  Smith  on 
the  one  hand,  and  of  fighting  Buell  at  Munfordsville 
on  the  other,  he  finally  adopted  the  latter  course.  But 
scarcely  had  he  reached  this  conclusion  when  he  dis- 
covered that  with  the  arriv^  of  Thomas,  who  came  up 
on  the  20th,  General  Buell  had  become  too  strong  to  l>e 
attacked  with  any  hope  of  that  complete  success  which 
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was  indispensable  to  his  army  as  it  then  stood-  Oeneral 
Bragg  therefore  withdrew  from  Munfordsville  on  the 
20th,  and  resumed  his  march  northward.  Five  days  had 
been  lost,  and  in  view  of  the  great  objects  of  the  cam- 
paign and  the  possibilities  of  those  five  days,  it  is  not  too 
much  to  say  that  they  were  thrown  away. 

Instead  of  keeping  between  Buell  and  Louisville,  Oen- 
oral  Bragg  now  turned  to  the  right,  and  on  the  22d  took 
up  a  position  at  Bardatown,  some  fifteen  miles  east  of  the 
moi-e  direct  route  to  that  city. 

When  General  Bra^  n'ached  Bardstown  he  expected 
to  find  Smith's  force  close  at  hand,  and  he  still  hoped 
to  be  in  position  to  carry  out  his  design  upon  Louis- 
ville or  turn  upon  Buell  as  seemed  best,  but  instead 
of  this  he  learned  that  Smith  bad  been  diverted  by 
the  escape  of  the  garrison  from  Cumberland  Gap.  It 
had  been  expected  both  by  General  Bragg  and  General 
Smith  that  General  Marshall,  commanding  the  small 
cooperating  force  from  southwest  Virginia,  would  be  at 
hand  by  this  date  (September  22),  and  that  to  his  com- 
mand, together  with  that  of  General  Stevenson  and  the 
cavalry  of  General  John  Morgan,  could  be  left  the  duty 
of  opposing  this  force.  But  Marshall  was  not  at  band, 
and  as  the  escaping  Federal  garrison  was  well  ahead 
of  Stevenson,  moving  apparently  on  Lexington,  General 
Smith  saw  no  way  to  protect  all  that  he  bad  gained  at 
Lexington  in  the  way  of  army  supplies  but  by  turning 
his  own  force  against  it  This  he  intimated  to  General 
Bragg  on  the  21st.  In  the  same  letter,  however,  he 
said :  "  My  force  is  now  at  Georgetown  and  Paris,  and 
will  join  you  by  a  rapid  march  if,  under  existing  circum- 
stances, you  so  direct."  And  on  the  23d  he  again  wrote 
that  with  11,000  men  he  would  move  to  Frankfort  on 
the  24tb,  so  as  to  be  in  supporting  distance  for  com- 
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bined  operations  gainst  Buell  But  on  the  24tii '  he 
reported  the  enemy  near  at  hand,  and  eaid  that  he 
would  turn  to  intercept  tiim,  and  in  the  absence  of 
orders  to  the  contrary  he  did  this  on  the  evening  of 
the  same  date.  It  took  about  twenty-four  hours  for 
communications  to  pass  from  General  Smith  to  Gen- 
eral Bragff,  so  that  treneral  Bragg  learned  definitely  of 
Sniith's  diversion  on  the  night  of  the  2f)th.  Coincident 
almost  with  the  arrival  of  this  information  the  bead  of 
Buell's  column  entered  Louisville. 

This  closed  the  first  act  of  the  Kentucky  campaign. 
The  brilliant  possibilities  of  the  sitnation  at  Glasgow 
t«n  days  before  had  not  been  realized.  Louisville 
and  Geneinl  Buell's  army  liad  botli  escaped,  and  now, 
united,  stood  ready  to  initiate  the  second  act  of  the 
cajnpaign. 

General  Bragg,  confident  at  Munfordsville,  at  Bards- 
town  began  to  suggest  faUure,  and  in  a  letter  of  the 
2otli  to  General  Cooper  at  Richmond  laid  the  blame  to 
the  supineness  of  tlie  citizens  of  Kentucky,  and  to  tJie 
inaction  of  Van  Dom  in  north  Mississippi.  In  express- 
ing the  first  he  was  fot^etful  of  General  Smith's  warn- 
ing to  him  that  little  was  to  be  expected  from  Kentucky 
so  long  as  Buell's  army  remained  undefeated ;  and  in  the 
second  he  allowed  himself  to  express  a  censure  which 
the  facts  were  far  from  warranting.  In  his  effort  to 
obey  instructions  Van  Dom  was  defeated  by  Grant  and 
Rosecmns  at  Corinth  and  luka.  Bnt  General  Bra^ 
claimed  that  he  himself  liad  before  him  the  armies  of 
Grant,  Rosecrans,  and  BueU  combined,  and  that  this 
would  not  have  been  had  Van  Dom  moved  into  W^t 
Tennessee  as  ordered. 

A  tmer  estimate  of  Van  Dora's  part  in  General 
I  "OAdal  Becorda,  War  of  Rebellion,"  vol  ivi,  pt  U,  p.  S70. 
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Brag's  campaign  is  contained  in  the  indorsement  of 
President  Davie  upon  General  Bragg's  letter:  "There 
was  an  evident  error  as  to  the  withdrawal  of  the  enemy 
from  TennsBsee.  The  battle  of  Corinth  shows  the  impos- 
sibility of  the  advance  referred  to,  as  the  part  required 
of  Generals  Van  Dom  and  Price." 

History  must  search  elsewhere  for  General  Bragg's 
discomfiture.  As  already  intimated,  the  impression  pre- 
vailed at  the  time  of  its  occurrence,  and  the  record  con- 
firms it,  that  the  loss  of  time  incurred  in  moving  from 
Gla^ow  to  Bardstown  was  the  cause  of  the  failure.  The 
garrisou  at  Munfordsville  surrendered  on  the  morning 
of  the  17th,  The  Confederate  force  could  have  been  at 
BardstowQ  on  the  20th.  General  Smitli  should  have 
been  urged  to  hurry  forward  toward  Louisville;  and, 
seeing  that  he  did  not  turn  back  toward  Morgan  imtil 
the  evening  of  the  24th,  but  was  actively  continuing  his 
preparations  to  join  General  Bragg,  the  combined  forces 
could  easily  have  been  at  Louisville  on  the  23d,  the  day 
originally  designated  by  General  Br^g  for  that  pur- 
pose, and,  as  it  proved,  two  days  before  General  Buell's 
arrival,  who  had  moved  with  all  possible  speed.' 

Better  still  would  it  have  been  had  Munfordsville  been 
ignored  altogether,  for  the  fruits  of  that  success  were 
a  poor  substitute  for  the  greater  stakes  that  were  lost 
t)irough  taking  it. 

It  is  evident  that  the  distance  separating  Br^g  and 
Smith  was  a  cause  of  embarrassment  in  framing  the 
necessary  orders  for  cooperation,  as  it  was  impossible  to 
determine  the  rehitive  importance  of  events  that  might 
be  transpiring  upon  the  two  fronts ;  but  this  was  a  strong 
additional  reason  for  shortening  that  distance  as  rapidly 
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as  possible,  for  in  that  way  alone  cotild  all  the  problems 
be  properly  weij^ed.  As  was  proven  subsequently,  the 
situation  was  favorable  for  the  concentration,  and  it  only 
needed  positive  orders  from  Bragg  to  Smith  to  bnng  it 
about,  and  that,  too,  in  ample  time  for  the  accomplish- 
ment of  the  greater  objects  of  the  campaign. 

Prior  to  the  24th  of  September  the  advantf^  of 
position  remiuned  with  the  Confederate  forces.  But 
the  arrival  of  General  BueU  in  Louisville  changed  the 
situation  materially.  Coincident  with  his  advent  to  the 
city,  reinforcements  were  poiu^  in  upon  him,  so  that  in 
five  days  he  controlled  at  that  point  an  army  numbering 
within  a  fraction  of  70,000  men.  General  Wright  was 
hurrying  his  preparations  at  Cincinnati,  which  point 
General  Morgan,  with  the  force  from  Cumberland  Gap, 
was  fast  approaching.  It  was  safe,  then,  to  count  upon 
a  force  iu  tliat  quarter  of  not  less  than  25,000  men,  giv- 
ing t«  the  Federal  generals  aliout  95,000  men  available 
for  field  operation  in  the  immediate  future. 

Against  this  array  General  Bragg  could  oppose  about 
52,000  men  of  all  armH.  It  was  a  veteran  force,  how- 
ever, and,  handled  properly,  was  capable  of  gaining  far 
better  results  than  it  obtained. 

The  change  in  affairs  in  General  Bragg's  front  ren- 
dered imperative  a  rearrangement  of  the  lines  of  the 
campaign. 

Two  hues  of  action  were  left  open  to  the  Confeder- 
ates: one  looked  to  the  octtupation  of  Bowling  Green, 
Cumberland  Gap,  and  Nashville,  and  the  obstnietion  of 
the  Cumberland  River  below  Nashville,  with  a  view  to 
reestablisliing  in  part  the  line  held  the  previous  spring 
by  Gfeneral  Sidney  Johnston ;  the  other  looked  to  tlie 
occupation  of  the  State  of  Kentuchy,  in  order  that  the 
friends  of  the  Confederacy  there  might  be  encour^cd 
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to  organize  a  State  government  and  actively  unite  them- 
selves with  the  fortunes  of  the  southern  States. 

PoUtical  reasons  seem  to  have  determined  the  adop- 
tion of  the  latter  plan.  In  accordance  with  this  view, 
General  Bragg,  on  September  28,  turned  over  the  com- 
mand of  the  Army  of  Mississippi  at  Bardstown  to  Gen- 
eral Polk,  and  departed  for  Lexington  to  confer  with 
General  Smith  and  make  arrangements  for  inaugurating 
a  provisional  State  government,  the  officers  for  which 
had  already  been  selected  by  the  representatives  of  Ken- 
tacky  then  within  the  Ckinfederate  lines. 

In  order  the  better  to  comprehend  this  narrative, 
some  further  allusion  to  the  number  and  disposition  of 
the  contending  forces  is  necessary.  On  September  30 
General  Buell,  with  about  70,000  men,  at  Louisville, 
was  ready  to  advance.  General  Wright,  awaiting  the 
arrival  of  Morgan,  was  not  ready  to  move  from  Cincin- 
nati, nor  was  it  probable  that  his  force  would  be  before 
October  10,  and  as  a  fact  it  took  no  part  in  the  cam- 
p^gn  until  it  had  about  ended.  Practically,  therefore, 
General  Buell's  force  was  the  only  foe  opposed  actively 
to  General  Bragg,  and  was  the  one  considered  by  him 
in  the  a])proaching  campaign.  General  Bragg's  force 
was  divided  between  Polk  and  Smith,  the  first  at  Bards- 
town, the  second  scattered  between  Frankfort,  Lexing- 
ton, and  Danville,  but  moving  to  a  concentration  at 
Frankfort.  In  round  numbers  it  may  be  said  that 
Polk's  and  Smith's  commands  numbered  each  about 
26,000  men  of  all  arms,  giving  General  Bragg,  as  has 
been  already  said,  52,000  men.  But  this  force  was  widely 
scattered,  the  two  main  bodies  being  u<»t  less  than  fifty 
miles  apart,  while  General  Buell's  force,  concentrated 
and  well  in  hand,  stood  with  one  half  of  General  Bragg's 
army  forty  miles  to  the  south  of  it,  and  the  otlier  half  a 
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somewhat  greater  distauce  to  the  east  With  these 
facts  in  mind  we  retnm  to  the  narrative  of  events  as 
they  arose. 

Before  leaving  Bardstown  (General  Bragg  had  selected 
Bryantsville,  in  the  fork  of  the  Dicks  and  Eentacky 
rivers,  as  a  temporary  base ;  had  ordered  the  supplies 
captured  at  Lexington  to  be  sent  there ;  and  from  thence 
had  established,  by  way  of  Cnmherland  Gap,  a  line  of 
communication  with  his  base   proper,  the  railroad  in 
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East  Tennessee.  His  instmctioDS  to  General  Polk  were 
to  remain  at  Bardstown,  and,  if  pressed  by  a  force  too 
large  to  justify  giving  battle,  to  fall  back  on  the  line  to- 
ward Bryantsville  in  order  to  control  his  communica- 
tions and  be  in  position  to  unite  with  General  Smith's 
column.  A  reference  to  the  map  will  show  the  relative 
position  of  these  various  points. 
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From  LotUBville  as  a  center,  macadamized  roads  ex- 
tended throTigboiit  the  State.  These  highways  were  in- 
tersected at  Tarions  points  by  equally  good  roads,  and 
from  every  town  of  any  importance  in  central  Kentucky 
the  same  radiating  and  connecting  system  of  macadam- 
ized roads  prevailed,  so  that  when,  in  addition  to  tliis 
fact,  the  abundance  of  the  country  ia  considered,  it  is 
not  too  much  to  say  no  fairer  region  for  campaigning 
could  he  found  on  the  American  continent.  There  was 
one  drawback  at  this  season,  however,  and  that  was  the 
scarcity  of  wat«r. 

On  the  Ist  of  October  General  Polk  received  from 
General  Bragg,  then  at  Danville,  a  letter  dated  Septem- 
ber 30,  directing  him  to  move  up  toward  Louisville  and 
occupy  TayloreviUe,  Shepardaville,  Uount  Washington, 
and  Elizabeth  (see  map).  All  except  the  last  named 
were  villages  situated  upon  the  principal  roads  leading 
from  Louisville  to  Bardstown,  and  were  about  half-way 
between  the  two  places.  In  the  same  letter  he  told 
Polk  that  Stevenson's  division  of  Smith's  command, 
withdrawn  from  the  pursuit  of  Morgan,  and  then  at 
Danville,  would  be  moved  up  to  ShelbyviUe  to  replace 
Cleburne's  brigade,'  which  then  would  move  to  Taylors- 
ville  and  report  to  him.  In  concluding,  he  informed 
General  Polk  that  he  would  be  at  Lexington  the  next 
day,  and  on  Friday  or  Saturday  in  Frankfort,  where  he 
would  inaugurate  the  Governor  of  Kentucky.  No  sooner 
had  Polk  received  these  instructions  than  he  began  put- 
ting them  into  execution.  Hardly  had  the  first  step 
been  taken,  however,  when  Wharton,  who  commanded 
the  cavalry  in  the  immediate  front,  reported  that  Buell 
was  advancing  upon  him  in  heavy  force.     At  the  same 
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time  Polk  received  a  note  from  Clebnme  at  Slielbyville 
saying  that  the  enemy  in  his  front  was  witibin  four 
miles  of  his  position,  and  that  he  thought  he  would 
be  compelled  to  fall  back  on  Frankfort.  The  situation 
was  thus  suddenly  reversed.  General  Buell  was  mov- 
ing to  occupy  Shepardsville,  Mount  Washington,  Tay- 
lorsville,  and  Shelby vllle;  and  upon  each  road  he  was 
reported  in  force,  so  that  clearly  it  was  no  mere  feiut. 
General  Polk  directed  his  cavalry  to  further  develop  the 
enemy,  and  to  that  end  moved  np  two  brigades  of  in- 
fantry in  support.  All  this  he  reported  to  General 
Bn^g  in  a  lett«r  dated  10  a.m.  October  2,  and  said 
that  if  an  opportunity  presented  he  would  attack,  but 
if  this  should  be  clearly  inexpedient  he  would  act  upon 
General  Bragg's  original  suggestion  —  that  is,  fall  back 
toward  Bryantsville  by  way  of  Harrodsburg  and  Dan- 
ville, with  a  view  to  union  with  (Jeneral  Smith.  Ho 
concluded  by  saying,  "  It  seems  to  me  we  are  too  much 
scattered."  The  substance  of  this  note  was  repeated 
to  General  Bragg  at  a  later  hour  of  the  day.  During 
the  night  of  the  2d  General  Polk  continued  to  receive 
information  of  General  Buell's  advance,  and  on  the  3d 
Wharton  reported  that  Taylorsville  bad  been  occupied 
the  night  before  in  heavy  force,  also  that  the  head  of 
the  Mount  Washington  column  had  crossed  tlie  Salt 
River  (twelve  miles  from  Bardstown)  that  morning,  that 
the  Shepardsville  column  was  moving  forward,  and  that 
everything  indicated  an  advance  of  the  enemy  to  give 
him  battle.' 

AH  the  information  received  by  General  Polk  was 
to  the  effect  that  his  force,  and  not  General  Smith's, 
was  Buell's  objective.     Therefore,  as  he  was  not  strong 
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enon^  to  venture  upon  a  general  eng^^ement,  he  de- 
cided to  retire  slowly  along  the  line  already  indicated  by 
General  Bragg.  This  determination  bad  bardly  been 
reached,  however,  when  he  received  a  dispatch  from 
General  Bragg,  then  at  Lexington,  saying: 

October  2. 
A  t«legTam  from  Frankfort  represents  the  enemy  moving 
in  force  on  Shelbyville.  It  may  be  a  reconnoisBanoe,  bnt 
should  it  be  a  real  attack  we  have  them.  We  shall  be  at 
Frankfort  to-morrow  with  all  of  our  force.  Hold  yourself  in 
readiness,  with  cooked  rations,  to  strike  them  on  the  fiank. 
With  Smith  in  front  and  our  own  gallant  army  on  the  flank 
I  see  no  hope  for  Buell  if  he  is  rash  enough  to  come  out.  I 
only  fear  it  is  not  true.  I  will  send  you  oavalry  as  soon  as 
this  move  is  developed.  Hold  yourself  informed  by  scouts 
toward  Shelbyville,  and  if  you  discover  that  a  heavy  force 
has  moved  on  Frankfort  strike  without  further  orders,  leav- 
ing your  &ont  and  flanks  well  covered. 

It  was  evident  from  this  dispatch  that  General  Bragg 
had  a  very  imperfect  knowledge  of  Buell's  movements, 
and  this  impi-ession  was  confirmed  when,  later,  the  fol- 
lowing order,  likewise  from  Lexington,  was  received : 

October  2, 1  f.h. 
The  enemy  is  certainly  advancing  on  Frankfort.  Put  your 
whole  available  force  in  motion  by  Bloomfield,  and  strike  him 
in  flank  and  rear.  If  we  can  combine  our  movements  he  ia 
certainly  lost.  Tour  information  of  the  30th  was  correct,  bnt 
your  courier  was  two  days  and  nights  getting  here.  Dispatob 
me  frequently  to  Frankfort. 

The  order  was  explicit,  and  under  ordinary  circum- 
stances required  prompt  obedience.  But  it  convinced 
General  Polk  that  General  Bragg  had  a  very  imperfect 
knowledge  of  the  enemy's  movements.     This  was  not 
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anrpriBiDg,  however,  seeing  that  he  was  far  remoTed 
from  the  scene  of  action  (some  fifty  miles),  and  occupied 
to  a  great  extent  with  preparations  looking  to  the  in- 
anguratioD  of  a  civil  government  General  Polk  felt, 
therefore,  that  he  had  some  discretion  in  the  emergency 
which  faced  him.  In  determining  his  line  of  action  it 
was  incumbent  upon  him  to  consider  not  only  how  far 
obedience  to  the  order  would  jeopardize  his  own  com- 
mand, but  how  far  failure  to  comply  with  it  would 
endanger  that  of  General  Smith,  with  which  General 
Bragg  intimated  an  intention  to  attack  the  force  mov- 
ing npon  Frankfort.  He  rightly  concluded  that  Smith's 
movement  would  not  be  undertaken  until  he  was  defi- 
nitely informed  of  his  (Polk's)  movements ;  he  therefore 
had  no  tmeasiness  upon  this  score.  As  to  the  effect  upon 
his  own  command  of  compliance  with  the  order,  it  was 
quite  evident  that  a  movement  t^>ward  Frankfort  upon 
the  road  designated  wtmld  speedily  bring  him  in  collision 
with  all  of  Buell's  army,  an  occurrence  which  he  had 
already  deemed  unadvisable  in  view  of  the  disparity  of 
available  forces.  The  matter,  however,  was  (me  of  such 
importance  that  he  determined  to  lay  it  before  his  corps 
and  division  commanders;  this  he  did,  explaining  fully 
the  situation.  Laying  before  them  his  orders,  he  i)i-ac- 
tically  said  that  from  his  knowledge  of  the  situation  he 
was  prepared  to  disregard  them,  for  the  simple  n'ason 
that  he  had  no  force  "  available "  for  any  such  move- 
ment. He  was  <!learly  of  the  opinion  that  he  ought  to 
retire  slowly  along  the  line  originally  designateil  by 
Of^ueral  Bragg,  because  by  so  doing  he  would  cover  tlie 
base  and  yet  be  in  position  to  join  General  Smith  at 
any  time.  All  agreed  that  the  command  could  not  stay 
as  it  was,  and  yet  it  would  be  folly  to  attempt  a  march 
upon  Frankfort  along  the  hne  designated  by  General 
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Bragg,  nnless  it  was  desirable  to  bring  oil  aa  engage- 
ment with  General  Buell ;  and  this  in  their  isolated  posi- 
tion they  were  not  prepai-ed  to  advise,  unless  it  could 
be  shown  that  by  failing  to  do  this  General  Smith 
would  be  endangered.  General  Polk's  interpretation  of 
General  Bra^s  intentions  with  regard  to  Smith  was 
not  wholly  satisfactory  to  all  present,  but  Polk  was  so 
sure  that  he  was  right,  and  that  General  Smith  would 
not  move  until  he  could  be  heard  from,  that  he  assumed 
all  responsibility  upon  that  score,  and  asked  what  would 
be  advised  in  the  absence  of  the  ordera  in  question. 
Every  one  then  concurred  in  the  propriety  of  the  course 
he  bad  already  marked  out  for  the  command.  The  mo- 
ment this  conclusion  was  reached  General  Polk  wrote 
General  Bragg: 

Babdbtowm,  October  3, 3  tjs. 
I  am  in  receipt  of  yovir  note  of  the  2d,  1  P.U.,  directing  me 
to  move  with  all  of  my  available  force  via  Bloomfleld  to 
Frankfort,  to  strike  the  enemy  in  his  flank  and  rear.  The 
last  twenty-four  lioiirs  have  developed  a  condition  of  things 
on  my  right  and  left  flank  which  I  shadowed  forth  in  my  last 
note  to  you,  which  makes  compliance  with  this  order  not  only 
eminently  inexpedient  but  impracticable.  1  have  called  a 
council  of  wing  and  division  commanders,  to  whom  I  have 
submitted  the  matter,  and  find  that  they  imauimousiy  endorse 
my  views  of  what  is  demanded.  I  shall  therefore  pursue  a 
different  course,  assured  that  when  the  facts  are  submitted  to 
you  you  will  justify  my  decision.  1  move  on  the  routes  indi- 
cated by  you  toward  Bryantville.  The  head  of  my  column 
will  move  this  evening.  I  send  this  by  a  relay  of  couriers  I 
have  established  at  intervab  of  ten  miles  from  this  to  Lexing- 
ton via  Danville. 

On  the  4th  (while  on  the  march)  General  Polk  re- 
ceived from  General  Smith  a  dispatch  dated  Frankfort, 
October  3  j 
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The  enemj  ocoupied  Shelbyville  yesterday  in  foroe.  Cle- 
burne fell  back  to  this  point.  My  command  is  now  all  up 
and  will  hold  this  position.  The  cavalry  hare  not  yet  re- 
port«d  any  advance  from  Shdliyville,  bat  report  Taylorsville 
in  poaseasion  of  the  enemy.  It  may  be  a  reeonnoissanoe  in 
force,  but  should  it  be  Buell's  advance  oar  commands  at  this 
point  and  Bardstown  are  too  far  apart  and  beyond  support* 


Accompanying  this  dispatch  was  another  which  Gen- 
eral Smith  had  received  from  Genei-al  Bn^;^,  and  which 
he  enclosed  for  General  Polt's  infonnatiou.  It  was 
dated  Lexington,  October  3,  and  said : 

We  hear  nothing  from  your  front.  What  is  your  informa- 
tion 1  If  the  enemy  is  still  advancing  Bend  another  courier  to 
General  Polk  to  [eonoe  to]  your  aid,  and  you  must  hold  posi- 
tion so  as  to  nse  the  bridge  in  case  the  enemy  should  turn  on 
him.    Our  whole  foroe  must  be  brought  to  bear  at  the  same 

These  eommunications  confirmed  General  Polk's  opin- 
ion upon  the  question  of  General  Bragg's  intentions  on 
Smith's  front.  Smith  was  not  to  advance,  but  was  to 
}iold  position  at  Frankfort  uutU  Polk  conid  be  heard 
from.  Later,  upon  the  same  day  {October  4),  the  follow- 
ing dispatch  was  received  direct  from  General  Br^g: 

FrakefoRt,  October  3, 1862,  8  pj(. 
I  just  have  yomrs  of  yesterday  p.m.  I  have  sent  you  sev- 
eral dispatches  since  yesterday  moming  desiring  yon  to  move 
your  force  on  the  enemy,  who  was  mi^ng  a  descent  on  this 
point.  That  move  has  proved  to  be  only  a  feint,  and  has 
ceased.  You  will  act  accordingly,  but  I  desire  you  to  hold 
your  command  ready  for  a  junction  at  any  moment,  and,  if 
possible,  place  one  flank  at  Taylorsville.  Just  as  soon  as 
Morgan  gets  in  from  his  porsuit  of  his  namesake  you  shaU 
have  cavalry.    To-morrow  we  inaugurate  the  civil  Qovemor 
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here,  and  tnmafer  to  him  all  that  department.  The  brigades 
of  Cleburne  and  Preston  Smith  will  aoon  rejoin  you.  We 
have  flTe  thousand  men  just  arrived  at  Banyille  ;  two  thou- 
sand more,  I  hear,  are  nearly  up,  and  Breckinridge  has  at 
last  arrived  at  Knoxville,  and  [on]  his  way  with  his  division. 
This  will  strengthen  ua.    Reoruitiag  ia  slow,  but  improving. 

This  dispatch  suspeaded  the  order  of  October  2, 
1  P.M.,  directing  Polk  to  move  upofi  the  flank  and  rear 
of  the  force  threatening  Smith  at  Frankfort,  and  prac- 
tieally  left  him  free  to  shape  his  course  in  accordance 
with  the  demands  of  the  situation  in  his  front,  except 
that  he  was  to  hold  himself  ready  for  a  junction  with 
Smith  at  any  moment,'aDd  was,  if  it  were  possible,  to 
place  one  flank  at  Taylorsville.  The  placing  of  a  flank 
as  suggested  was  impossible,  as  Taylorsville  was  then 
inside  Buell's  lines ;  bat  he  was  already  on  the  march  to 
join  Smith, —  not  along  the  route  which  General  Bragg 
had  in  his  mind,  however  (the  road  from  Bardstown  to 
Frankfort),  because  Bnell's  position  made  that  imprac- 
ticable, but  along  a  line  from  which  by  the  requisite 
detour  the  junction  could  be  accomplished  at  any  time 
it  should  be  ordered.  Reports  from  Wharton  showed 
that  Buell's  left,  with  his  center  in  ea^y  supporting  dis- 
tance, was  being  steadily  pushed  in  between  Bardstown 
and  Frankfort,  bo  it  was  evident  that  if  the  junction 
was  to  be  made  Miywhere  near  Frankfort,  the  retreat 
from  Bardstown  was  a  pressing  necessity.  In  reflecting 
upon  his  course  General  Polk  could  not  feel  otherwise 
than  that  be  had  done  everything  that  was  possible  to 
meet  General  Snag's  wishes,  and  that  his  course  in  de- 
clining to  attempt  the  movement  upon  the  flank  and 
rear  of  the  force  in  front  of  Frankfort  had  been  justified 
not  only  by  the  situation  but  by  the  order  suspending 
it     In  time  he  was  to  learn  differently.     It  was  not 
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during  the  campaign,  however,  but  many  months  after, 
when,  exposed  to  the  criticism  of  the  public  prees,  not 
merely  for  the  failure  of  tlie  Kentucky  campaign  but 
for  that  of  Murfreesboro  as  well,  General  Bragg  sought 
to  throw  upon  General  Polk  the  responsibility  for  the 
failure  of  this  campaign.  In  an  otBcial  report  bearing 
date  May  20, 1863,  be  states : 

I  ordered  Major-Geuerat  Polk  in  writing,  dated  Lexington, 
1  P.M.,  October  2,  and  sent  it  by  two  ront«s,  to  move  from 
Bardstown  with  his  whole  available  force  by  way  of  Bloom- 
field  toward  Frankfort,  to  strike  the  enemy  in  flank  and  rear, 
and  informed  ium  that  Major-General  Smith  would  attack  in 
front.  When  received  at  Bardstown  on  the  3d,  the  general 
submitted  thia  order,  which  is  not  mentioned  in  his  report,  to 
a  council  of  wing  and  diviraon  commanders,  and  determined 
to  move  aa  originally  instructed  by  me  on  leaving  Bardstown 
Fortunately,  notice  of  this  determination  reached  roe  at  Frank- 
fort in  time  to  prevent  the  movement  against  the  enemy's  front 
by  Qeneral  Smith,  but  it  neoeaBitated  an  entire  change  in  my 
plans, — the  abandonment  of  the  capital,  and  the  partial  uncov- 
ering and  ultimate  loss  of  our  Btores  at  Lexington  .^ 

It  is  impossible  to  nnderstand  how  Gieueral  Bragg 
could  have  penned  these  statements  when  he  knew  not 
only  that  his  own  dispatches  would  disprove  every  word 
of  them,  but  that  it  was  a  virtual  admission  of  the  claims 
of  his  critics  that  he  was  persistently  ignorant  of  his 
enemy's  position  and  blind  as  to  his  intentions.  But  we 
will  not  stop  to  comment  here. 

On  the  Sth  we  find  Qeneral  Polk,  at  Springfield,  writing 
General  Bragg :  "  I  have  kept  you  informed  of  our  move- 
ments." He  then  reports  the  position  of  his  commands, 
some  at  Springfield,  the  remainder  on  the  roads  to  Har- 
rodsbnrg  and  Danville.  General  Polk  naturally  thoagbt 
1  See  Appendix  t«  Chapter  Y. 
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that  if  Qeaeral  Bra^  still  wished  him  at  Frankfort  he 
TTOuld  order  him  there.  He  received  a  dispatch,  how- 
ever, dated  Frankfort,  7  A.M.,  Oetoher  4,  saying : 

I  have  yonz  dispatch  of  yeaterday.  Conoentrate  your 
force  in  front  of  Harrodshnrg.  A  brigade  of  General  Steven- 
eon's  iwmmand  at  DanviUe  and  Camp  Brecldnridge  will  join 
yon.  Clebume'a  and  P.  Smith's  forces  here  will  do  the  eame. 
General  Smith's  whole  force  is  concentrating'  here,  and  we 
wiU  stiike  the  enemy  just  as  soon  aa  we  can  concentrate. 
Send  ahead  to  have  provisioDS  at  Harrodsbnrg.  Keep  the 
men  in  heart  by  assiiriug  them  it  is  not  a  retreat,  but  a 
concentration  for  a  fight.  We  can  and  must  defeat  them. 
Advise  me  frequently  of  your  movements  and  if  the  enemy 
follow  yon. 

Later  he  received  the  following  letter,  which  is  explicit 
upon  both  the  civil  and  military  situations,  dated  Fraiik- 
fort,  October  4 : 

We  ehall  pat  our  Governor  in  power  soon,  and  then  I  pro- 
pose to  seek  the  enemy.  Your  dispatch  of  the  2d,  10  a.u.,  in- 
cluding General  Cleburne's,  just  received  here.  He  has  fallen 
back  to  Frankfort,  but  our  cavalry  is  yet  well  in  front,  and  no 
advance  by  the  enemy  was  made  this  mde  of  Shelbyville  at  three 
o'clock  this  morning.  All  our  available  forces  are  ordered 
up,  and  we  will  strike  as  soon  as  concentratLon  is  practicable 
wherever  the  enemy  may  be.  .  .  .  I  should  suppose  the  enemy 
would  move  on  this  place,  the  capital  and  nearest  route  to  our 
supplies  at  Lexington,  but  it  may  be  he  hopes  to  strike  you 
alone.  Use  every  means  to  gain  information,  and  let  me  hear 
from  yon  often.  If  not  otherwise  directed,  my  staff  will  join 
me  from  Harrodeburg.  I  have  ordered  fionr  and  bread  to 
you,  bnt  the  country  around  ought  to  supply  yon. 

P.  S.~1.30  F.H.  Enemy  in  full  force  advancing  on  ua; 
only  twelve  miles  out.  Shall  destroy  bridges  and  retire  on 
Harrodsburg  for  concentration  and  then  strike.  Reach  that 
point  as  soon  as  possible. 
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These  dispatches  show  very  clearly  tliat  General  Bra^ 
WHS  uDcertaiu  uf  Buell's  position ;  iiot  from  the  want  of 
information,  however,  bnt  because  he  found  it  difBcult 
to  dismiss  from  his  mind  his  conviction  tiiat  Frankfort 
and  Smith's  column  were  Buell's  objective.  General 
Polk's  information  from  Wharton,  dated  10  and  11.30 
A.M.  of  the  5th,  showed  General  Bnell  to  be  in  force  at 
Bardstown  and  Bloomfield.  He  accordingly  placed  his 
cavalry  so  as  to  cover  the  line  extending  from  Lebanon 
on  the  south,  through  Spi-ingflcld,  to  Willisbuin  on  the 
north.  The  following  quotation  from  General  Polk's  offi- 
cial report  of  the  Kentucky  campaign  is  now  presented  ; 

On  arriving  at  Perryville  I  oommonicated  with  the  general 
commanding  the  forces,  thea  at  Barrodsburg,  informing  him 
that  the  right  wing,  under  command  of  General  Cheatham, 
had  been  ordered  forward  to  take  a  poeition  on  the  farther 
side  of  that  town,  and,  ae  there  was  a  scarcity  of  wat«r,  I 
had  ordered  General  Hardee  to  halt  Bnckner's  division  near 
Perryville  and  to  post  Anderson's  on  Salt  Biver  between  the 
two  towns.  These  dispositions  were  earned  into  effect,  and  I 
reported  to  the  general  commanding  in  person. 

The  enemy  had  been  held  in  check  along  the  whole  line  of 
march,  from  in  front  of  Looisville  up  to  omr  present  position, 
by  those  gallant  cavalry  commanders.  Colonels  Wharton  and 
Wheeler,  and  we  were  constantly  advised  of  hb  position  and 
movements.  He  left  Louisville  in  five  oolumns  on  as  many 
different  rontes,  extending  from  the  road  to  Elizabelbtown 
around  to  that  to  ShelbyviUe,  and  we  had  reason  to  believe 
that  much  the  larger  portion  of  this  force  was  concentrated 
upon  Bardstown  and  followed  our  retiring  army  in  the  march 
to  Perryville.  The  rest  of  his  force  pUTBUed  a  route  farther 
north  to  threaten  General  Kirby  Smith. 

General  Polk's  dispatches  to  General  Bra^,  together 
with  the  above  extract  from  his  official  report,  so  accu- 
rstoly  describe  General  Buell's  actual  line  of  advance 
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that  it  is  only  necessary  to  add  a  word  concerning  tlte 
force  in  front  of  Frankfort  and  to  mention  the  general 
designs  of  the  two  commanders-in-chief  before  explain- 
ing the  relative  position  of  the  two  armies  as  they  ap- 
proached each  other  at  Perryville.  General  Buell  had 
moved  his  right  and  center  corps,  under  Crittenden  and 
Gilbert  respectively,  direct  u[ion  Polk  at  Bardstown,  His 
left  corps,  under  McCook,  he  divided,  moving  one  division 
(Sill's  —  some  8000  men)  upon  Frankfort,  while  the  re- 
mainder (two  divisions)  was  thrust  in  between  Frank- 
fort and  Bardstown.  Sill  was  exi)eeted  to  occupy  Smith 
while  the  remainder  of  the  Federal  army  carried  out 
General  Bnell's  plan.  This  plan  was  to  turn  General 
Bragg's  left  and  cut  him  off  from  Bowling  Green  and 
Nashville,  and,  if  possible,  Cumberland  Gap.  If  this 
could  be  accomplished  he  expected  t^>  eomiMJ  General 
Bra^  to  fight  upon  his  terms  or  else  retreat  from  the 
State  by  way  of  southwest  Virginia.  If  only  the  first 
steps  could  be  achieved,  the  Federal  jurisdiction  would 
at  least  be  reestablished  upon  much  the  same  lines  as  had 
been  occupied  at  the  beginning  of  the  summer. 

Wlien  General  Bragg  determined  to  establish  a  civil 
government  in  Kentucky,  lie  conceded  tlie  greater  part 
of  the  primary  objects  of  General  Bnell's  campaign. 
But  the  concession  was  intended  to  be  temporary  only. 
The  civil  government  was  to  be  inaugurated,  the  Confed- 
erate forces  were  to  be  nnited,  and  then  General  Buell 
was  to  be  fought  wherever  f()und,  and  driven  across 
tlie  Ohio.  This,  in  brief,  was  the  plan  of  campaign  ont- 
lined  by  General  Bragg. 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  6th  of  October  Bnell's  forces 
were  in  the  following  positions:  Crittenden  and  Gilbert, 
following  upon  Polk's  track,  were  neanng  Springfield; 
McCook  was  five  miles  from  Willisburg  in  the  direction 
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of  Bloomfield ;  while  Sill,  sapported  by  Dumont's  small 
division,  was  approaching  Frankfort. 

That  night  the  Federal  army,  Sill's  coliunn  excepted, 
was  instructed  to  converge  upon  Perryville.  MeCook 
marched  by  the  way  of  Macksville ;  Crittenden,  leaving 
the  direct  road,  took  one  at  Springfield  which  by  a  slight 
detour  approached  Perryville  from  the  south.  General 
Bucll  himself  moved  direct  from  Springfield  with  Gil- 
bert's corps. 

While  the  Federal  forces  were  executing  these  move- 
ments the  concentration  of  tlie  Confederate  forces  was 
progressing  rapidly.  Hardee,  who  had  been  halted  at 
Perryville  by  Polk,  held  the  position  with  Buekner's  divi- 
sion. In  order  tlie  better  to  cover  the  concentration  of 
the  army,  he  was  instructed,  the  night  of  the  6th,  to  recall 
Anderson  to  his  assistance.  This  was  accomplished  early 
on  the  7Ui.  Meanwhile  General  Cheatham,  in  temjxirary 
command  of  General  Polk's  corps,  was  camped  at  Har- 
rodsbui^,  and  Kirby  Smith,  retreating  from  Frankfort, 
had  reached  Salvisa,  a  t^iwn  situated  about  as  far  to  the 
north  of  lIiiiTodsbiirg  as  Perryville  was  to  tlie  south- 
west (almut  nine  miles).  General  Polk,  writing  a  mem- 
ber of  his  family  from  Harrodsburg,  October  7,  said: 
"We  have  come  to  concentrate  our  army  with  that  of 
Kirby  Smith.  It  has  been  done,  and  we  shall  now  give 
the  enemy  battle."  But  the  question  was.  Where  t  It 
may  seem  strange  that  such  a  query  could  have  arisen 
at  that  stage.  It  did  arise,  however,  and  General  Bragg's 
inability  to  answer  it  cost  him  the  campaign.  Ho  was 
as  much  in  doubt  at  Harrodsbiu'g  as  his  dispatches, 
already  given,  show  him  to  have  been  at  Lexington  and 
Frankfort.  He  could  not  divest  himself  of  the  belief 
that  Buell's  heaviest  force  lay  towanl  Frankfort,  in 
front  of  Smith,  and  he  refused  to  believe  that  it  had 
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been  foUoving  Polk  and  that  it  was  then  approaching 
PerryviUe.' 

He  ignored  Hardee's  earnest  appeal,  and  refused  not 
only  to  maintain  the  concentration  of  LIb  troops,  bnt 
took  Polk's  largest  division  (Withers's)  from  him  and  sent 
it  to  join  Smith,  whom  he  ordered  back  to  Versailles,  in 
the  direction  of  Frankfort,  which  movement  he  proposed 
to  direct  in  person.  Gleneral  Bragg's  intention  hod  been 
to  take  Cheatham  as  well,^  but,  yielding  in  part  to  Polk's 
urgent  appeals,  he  wrote  Polk  that  in  view  of  the  news 

1 1n  hia  ofBetal  report  (May  30)  of  these  ereDta,  Brag];;  obbb  a  dlspMcb 
from  Polk  (vriUea  him  at  BarradabiirK,  midnlgbt  October  6}  to  Justtfy 
bia  deellntng  to  belteve  tbat  Buell  was  moving  by  the  Bardotown  line. 
General  Polk  iMd :  "  I  have  direct«d  Hardee  to  aBcertain,  If  possible,  the 
atrength  of  the  enemy  which  may  be  covered  by  his  advance.  I  cannot 
think  it  large."  This  was  the  cioailiK  sentence  in  a  report  to  General 
Bragg  npon  the  disposition  of  the  troops  for  the  foOoidng  day  (the  Ttb). 
a  part  being  ordered  back  to  aid  Hardee,  The  enemy  alluded  to  was 
that  In  Hardee's  front  near  Periyvllle  that  afternoon.  It  proved  to  be 
nothing  more  than  a  heavy  reeonnoltering  force.  Buell's  msln  oohunn 
bad  soarcel]'  reocbed  Springfield,  and  McCook  was  bnt  a  short  distance 
from  Bloomfleld. 

The  question  to  be  determined  was  whether  the  force  threatening 
Hardee  tbat  afternoon  (the  6th)  at  Perryville  was  Bnell's  main  body  or 
not.  Polk  did  not  believe  that  It  was,  but,  in  view  of  what  be  knew 
about  tbe  position  of  the  Federal  army,  he  could  not  be  sure,  bo  he 
directed  Hardee  to  And  ont  Pending  Hardee's  report.  Polk  held  Cheat- 
ham at  Harrodsburg  instead  of  allowing  him  to  join  Withers,  who  was 
already  eunped  four  miles  out  toward  Salvtsa,  to  which  point  deneral 
Bragg  wished  both  dividons  to  move  the  next  day. 

s  ("Cireolar  Conadential,") 

HsAiMtCAiims,  Akiit  Hibbissipfi, 
H&HlOPiBDBa,  Oct.  T,  1862. 

L  Cheatham's  division  will  move  forward  to-night  to  Withers's  position, 
and  both  divisions  of  the  right  (Wlthem'a  and  Cheatham's)  will  move  to- 
morrow to  Lawreneeburg,  thence  to  Yersailles,  and  follow  Qeneral  B. 
Kirby  Smith's  command. 

II.  Oeneral  E.  Kirby  Smith's  command  at  SaMsa  will  move  to-morrow 
to  Versailles,  throwing  a  division  toward  Frankfort.  AUstoo's  cavalry, 
now  at  Salvisa,  will  cover  Cheatham's  movement,  reporting  to  Hajor- 
General  Cheatham. 

III.  Majoi^Qeneral  Hardee,  commanding  left  wing  Army  Mississippi, 
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from  Hardee  he  had  better  take  Cheatham's  divisioQ  to 
FerryvUle,  rout  the  enemy  he  would  find  there,  and  then 
move  to  his  support  at  Versailles,  and  cooeluded  by  say- 
ing that  no  time  Bhould  be  lost  in  those  movemeuts.' 
General  Polk  protested  agaiuBt  rtn's  disposition  of  tlie 
army,  urged  the  strong  expediency  of  concentrating  all 
the  forces  at  Perryville,  and  finally,  seeing  that  {Jencral 
Br^g  could  not  be  turned  from  his  purpose,  begge<l 
that  at  least  Withers's  division  might  be  returned  to  him ; 
but  all  to  uo  purpose.  General  Hardee's  appeal,  written 
from  Perryville,  throws  such  a  vivid  light  upon  the  situ- 
ation that  it  is  given  here  entire : 

Perrtville,  Kt,,  October  7,  7.30  p.m. 
My  dear  Genial .-  I  am  in  receipt  of  your  "  oonSdential 

will  follow  these  movementB  as  olrcunuTtsnoas  wtll  allow,  notlfTliig  tbese 
he>dqiurt«n  of  hlB  move. 

Ckdoiud  Wood's  infantry  will  Join  the  guard  at  the  depot  M  Bryant. 
ville,  reportllig  to  tbe  commuidiiig  oCBcer;  these  and  his  cavalry  will  re- 
port 1«  Colonel  Wheeler,  commanding  cavalry  of  Hardee's  wing. 
By  oommsnd  of  Qeneral  Bragg. 

[Signed]  Geo.  Wh.  Buht, 

C\itf  of  «(<ur  and  A.  A.  G. 
To  Hajob-Oenkru.  Polk,  OmumMding  Anng  MUtitiippl 

<  HBAi>4D*in'BBB,  DiPAsrmNT  No.  2. 
HuutODHBUiia.  OeL  7. 1862. 
Otntral;  In  view  of  the  news  from  Harden,  you  had  better  move  with 
ChrathBm'B  division  to  his  support  and  give  the  enemy  battle  imme- 
diately. 

Rout  him,  and  then  move  to  our  support  at  Versailles.  Smith  moved 
forward  today  in  that  dlraetlon.  and  I  wish  Withers  to  march  to-night 
toward  Lawrenceburg,  crossing  thence  t4>-morrow  to  Vemaillea,  and  fol- 
low np  Smith  and  report  to  blm. 

His  wagon-train,  eicopt  the  ammotiltion  and  ordnaoce,  had  Iwtter 
crosB  at  HcCowd'b.  taming  off  at  Salvlss.  No  time  should  be  lost  In 
these  movements.     I  shall  follow  Smith. 

Respectfully  and  truly  yours, 
[Signed]  Braxtoh  Braoo,  (7nt«rcil  ConuHaHding, 

To  L.  Polk,  Mi^-OtturrU. 
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droDlar"  <d  this  date,  alao  your  letter  of  mstmctiouB  to 
0«nenl  Polk. 

From  the  tenor  of  the  letter  of  instnictioiia  to  G^eneral  Polk, 
I  preanme  that  this  is  hiter  than  the  confidential  aironlar. 
Both  are  in  the  same  enolosure  and  of  the  same  date. 

Permit  me,  from  the  friendly  relations  so  long  esBtJug  be- 
tween US,  to  write  yon  plainly.  DonH  scatter  yoor  forces. 
There  is  one  rule  in  our  profesuon  which  ahonld  never  be 
fo^otlen^-it  is  to  throw  the  mass  of  yonr  forces  on  the 
fractions  of  the  enemy.  The  movement  last  proposed  will 
divide  yonr  army,  and  each  may  be  defeated,  whereas  by 
keeping  them  amted  auooess  is  certain. 

If  it  be  yonr  poUcy  to  strike  the  enemy  at  Versailles,  take 
yonr  whole  force  with  yon  and  make  the  blow  effective.  If,  on 
the  contrary,  you  should  decide  to  strike  the  urmy  in  front  of 
me  first,  let  that  be  done  with  a  force  which  will  make  snocesB 
certain.  Strike  with  your  whole  strength,  fliHt  to  the  right, 
then  to  the  left. 

I  coold  not  sleep  quietly  to-n^ht  widiout  giving  expres- 
sion to  these  views. 

Whatever  you  decide  to  do  will  meet  my  hearty  codperation. 
Your  sincere  friend, 
[Signed)  W.  J.  Hardee,  Mfyor-Gmerai, 

Oenebal  Braoo,  Conuttanding  Army, 

N.  B.— If  yoa  wish  my  opinion,  it  is  that  in  view  of  the 
position  of  your  depots,  you  ought  to  strike  this  force  first, 
W.  J.  H. 

Cheatham's  division  moved  to  Perryville  on  the  after- 
noou  ,of  the  7th,  and  took  up  its  position  in  the  line 
already  formed  by  Hardee. 

Late  on  the  same  afternoon  Buell  formed  Gilbert's 
corps  about  three  miles  in  front  of  Perryville,  McCook's 
corps  rested  that  ni^ht  nine  miles  in  rear  of  Gilbert's 
left,  and  Crittenden's  corps  the  same  distance  in  rear  of 
Gilbert's  right ;  both  corps  were  ordered  to  march,  ready 
for  battle,  at  daylight,  and  take  position,  one  to  the 
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right,  the  other  to  the  left  of  Gilbert's  command.  Each 
had  an  excellent  turnpike  upon  whieh  to  move,  and  the 
smroonding  country  was  so  open  and  the  ground  so 
dry,  that,  had  the  necessity  arisen,  it  would  have  been 
easy  for  both  to  move  across  the  fields  to  Gilbert's  sup- 
port. The  concentration  of  Buell's  army,  certainly  for 
tiie  purposes  of  defeuse,  was  thus  practically  accom- 
plished on  the  night  of  October  7.  It  numbered  58,000 
men  of  all  arms,  exclusive  of  the  commands  of  Sill  and 
Dumont,  and  was  divided  between  the  three  corps  in  the 
following  proportions :  Gilbert,  23,000 ;  McCook,  12,500 ; 
Crittenden,  22,500. 

This  same  night,  at  midnight,  General  Polk  reached 
Hardee's  headquEirters.  He  found  himself  with  about 
16,000  men '  in  front  of  an  enemy  that  he  and  his  offi- 
cers knew  far  outnumbered  his  own  command.  He 
seems  to  have  known  very  nearly  the  actual  disparity 
existing,  and  recognized  that  it  was  great  enongh  to 
demand  the  utmost  circumspection  on  his  part  For- 
tunately, he  considered  that  he  was  allowed  some  lati- 
tude in  determining  his  course  after  he  should  reach 
Perryville  and  have  consulted  with  General  Hardee. 
He  said: 

"I  did  not  regard  the  letter  of  inatructionB  as  a  peremptory 
order  to  attack  at  all  hazards,  bnt  as  requiring  me  to  take 
into  acconut  such  iofonnation  as  Hardee  miglit  furnish,  and 
that  it  left  me  at  liberty  to  exercise  such  discretion  in  the  de- 
tails of  the  attack  as  sound  nense  and  the  facta  1>efore  me 
demanded,  it  beiii^  understood  that  I  should  carry  the  in- 
stmotions  into  exRciition  as  judifiouslv  and  promptly  as  a 
willing  mind  and  sound  discretion  would  allow.  As  to  my 
being  held  responsible  for  disobedience  of  orders  in  this  matter 

I  See  General  Rragg's  official  report,  Appendii  to  Chapter  V. 
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it  never  entered  my  head  until  the  reception  of  your  note."> 
(April  17th.) 

This  he  wrote  when  General  Bragg,  many  months 
after  Perryville,  denied  that  he  intended  any  latitude, 
or  that  the  wording  of  the  letter  of  inatructiona  per- 
mitted any  such  construction. 

Be  this  as  it  may,  General  Bragg  made  it  quite  evi- 
dent to  Polk  and  Hardee,  the  night  of  Perryville,  that 
he  was  very  much  pleased  with  all  they  bad  done  for 
him  that  day. 

About  daylight,  October  8th,  General  Polk  called  a 
council  of  his  principal  officers,  and,  after  stating  his  in- 
structions and  explaining  the  condition  of  affairs  in  his 
front,  expressed  himself  as  clearly  of  the  opinion  that  the 
proper  plan  to  pursue  was  to  await  the  advance  of  the 
enemy,  and  at  a  f  avomble  moment  attack  vigorously  with 
all  his  force.  He  was  opposed  to  an  attack  at  that  time, 
as,  even  if  successful  against  the  force  in  front,  the  re- 
mainder of  Buell's  forces  were  so  placed  as  to  turn  the  at- 
tack into  disaster,  especiiilly  as  there  was  no  hope  of  help 
from  either  Withers  or  Smith. 

His  officers  unanimously  agreed  with  him,  and  Gen- 
eral Polk,  writing  afterward,  said: 

I  felt  I  was  acting  on  the  inside  of  the  instnictions  gjven, 
and  under  the  deep  and  painful  convictJon  that  the  force  at 
my  disposal  was  totally  inadequate  to  perform  the  duty  as- 
signed it;  and  while  I  must  attempt  that  duty,  I  should  do  it 
in  such  B.  way  as  to  prevent  the  wreck  and  destruction  of  the 
little  anny  mth  whose  conduct  and  safety  I  was  chained.' 

The  Confederate  line,  fadng  the  west,  its  left  resting 
on  the  town  of  Perryville,  was  formed  aloi^  the  east 
'  Polk  to  Hardee,  "Offidal  Records,  War  of  Rebellioa,"  vol.  ivi,  pt,  i, 
p.  1101. 
*    *  "Official  Recarda,  W&r  of  Rebellion,"  vol.  xvi,  pt  i,  p.  1102. 
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bank  of  Chaplin's  Creek,  between  the  stream  and  the 
Harrodsburg  road.  Cheatham's  division  was  on  the 
left,  Buckner's  on  the  right,  and  Anderson's  in  the 
center.  In  front  and  upon  the  western  side  of  the  creek 
was  a  range  of  hilb  of  the  same  altitude  as  the  ground 
upon  which  Polk's  line  was  formed.  Beyond  this  range 
was  a  smaller  creek,  Doctor's  Fork,  a  tributary  of  Chap- 
lin's Creek,  which  united  with  the  latter  about  two  miles 
below  the  town.  It  was  upon  the  high  ground  on  either 
bank  of  Doctor's  Fork  that  the  battle  of  Perryville  was 
fought. 

Water  was  a  most  important  item  in  General  Buell's 
army  that  lught;  consequently,  in  order  that  he  might 
command  the  stream,  Gilbert  pushed  Sheridan's  division 
across  Doctor's  Fork.  At  daylight  Polk  threw  forward 
Liddell's  brigade,  and  quickly  developed  this  advance. 
Supposing  that  it  meant  a  continuance  of  the  general 
advance  of  the  day  before,  he  wrote  General  Bragg 
(6  A.M.,  October  8) : 

The  enemy  seem  disposed  to  press  this  morning.  Their 
pickets  commenced  firing  at  daybreak.  Understanding  it  to 
be  your  wish  to  pve  them  battle,  we  shall  do  so  vigoroudy; 
should  we  succeed,  we  will  pass  to  the  right,  with  the  view  of 
joining  General  Kirhy  Smith.  If  it  should  become  necessaiy 
to  fall  back,  we  will  do  so  on  Danville  and  Bryantville,  with  a 
view  of  unitii^  with  General  Kirby  Smith'at  that  point.  I 
have  directed  General  (Preston)  Smith  to  have  all  the  tr^ua 
belonging  to  this  army  now  at  Harrodsburg  collected  and 
moved  out  on  the  road  to  Bryantville,  and  to  be  ready  to 
move  on  that  place  when  it  should  become  expedient. 

P.  S. — General  (Preston)  Smith's  brigade  should  cover  and 
protect  these  wagous  should  it  become  necessary. 

The  Federal  advance  did  not  continue,  however;  Gil- 
bert merely  moved  his  second  division,  Mitchell's,  across 
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the  creek  aa  a  support  to  Sheridan,  keeping  his  third 
divisioQ,  Schoepf's,  in  reserve  upon  the  west  side  of 
Doctor's  Fork.  About  ten  o'clock  Polk  directed  Hardee 
and  Cheatham  to  advance  their  lines  to  the  high  ground 
between  the  two  Btreams.  Pending  the  execution  of 
this  order,  General  Bra^  arrived  on  the  field.'  He  had 
been  unable  to  find  the  enemy  in  Smith's  front,  so  he 
again  turned  his  attention  to  Polk's.  After  a  full  con- 
sultation, and  an  examination  of  Polk's  dispositions, 
which  were  in  the  main  approved,  General  Bragg  cour- 
teoufily  declined  to  assume  command,  and  left  Polk  free 
to  conduct  the  operations  upon  his  own  plan. 

While  these  events  were  occurring  upon  the  Con- 
federate line,  MeCook  arrived  (about  ten  o'clock)  and 
formed  his  line  along  the  western  heights  overlooking 
Doctor's  Fork.  The  position  which  McCook  occupied 
was  to  the  right  and  somewhat  to  the  rear  of  the  line 
occupied  by  Gilbert's  left  division  (Sheridan's),  his  right 
being  posted  some  eight  hundred  yards  from  Gilbert's 
left,  and  separated  from  it  by  the  deep  ravine  through 
which  Doctor's  Fork  ran.  This  gap  in  the  Federal  line 
was  to  prove  a  source  of  disaster  to  it  that  day. 

Advancing  his  skirmishers,  General  Polk  developed 
the  Federal  line  soon  after  it  took  position.  He  found 
that  the  heaviest  pressure  was  upon  his  right,  McCook 
having  pressed  forward  his  skirmish  line.  As  it  was  of 
the  first  importance  to  protect  this  flank,  it  beii^  the 
one  which  covered  the  communication  with  Smith,  Polk 
moved  Cheatham's  division  from  the  left  of  the  line  to 
the  extreme  right,  and  massed  it  in  column  of  brigades 

'  There  is  &  diicrepaDcy  between  tbig  itatemeiit  and  one  contained  in 
General  Hardee's  official  report,  which  says  that  General  Bragg  directed 
'   it.    Genera]  Bragg  did  order  it,  but  Polk  already  had  reconnoitered  the 
ground  and  had  sent  his  inipector-geQeiBl  to  execute  it. 
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under  cover  of  the  hills  overlooking  the  confluence  of 
Chaplin's  Creek  and  Doctor's  Fork. 

This  dispodtion  threw  the  Confederate  light  aomewhat 
beyond  the  Federal  left,  and  placed  the  left  in  front  ,of 
Sheridan's  division,  about  covering  his  front.  Preston 
Smith's  brigade  of  Cheatham's  division,  which  had  been 
on  detached  duty,  arrived  about  noon  and  was  posted 
as  a  reserve.  General  Hardee,  in  order  to  cover  the 
ground  assigned  him,  placed  his  brigades  with  nearly 
a  brigade  distance  between  them,  the  intervals  between 
the  brigades  in  each  case  being  covered  by  the  reserve. 
The  divisions  from  right  to  left  now  stood  as  follows: 
Cheatham,  Buckner,  Anderson,  with  Wharton's  cavalry 
brigade  protecting  the  right,  while  Wheeler  covered  the 
left  and  contested  Crittenden's  advance.  The  ability 
and  gallantry  with  which  Wheeler  conducted  the  duty 
entrusted  to  him  so  far  retarded  Crittenden's  advance 
that  it  was  twelve  o'clock  before  he  reported  with  two 
divisions,  and  late  in  the  afternoon  when  he  took  posi- 
tion on  Gilbert's  right.  The  value  of  this  service  will 
better  appear  as  the  details  of  the  battle  are  unfolded. 

About  one  o'clock  General  Polk  received  an  order 
from  General  Bragg  to  advance  his  entire  force  to  the 
attack.  Before  the  order  came,  Wharton  reported  a 
considerable  body  of  the  enemy  moving  rapidly  down 
the  Macksville  road  toward  McCook's  left.'  To  move 
to  the  attack  just  then  would  have  exposed  his  flank 
and  Tear  to  a  counter-attack  from  this  force;  Polk  there- 
fore held  his  men  until  the  force  in  question  reached 
McCook's  line,  and  then  gave  the  order  to  advance. 

Cheatham,  his  right  prolonged  and  covered  by  Whar- 
ton's cavalry,  moved  against  the  Federal  left,*  and  upon 

'  starkweather's  briKadc. 

'  For  a  KTaphic  dcecriptioa  of  thia  gallant  charge,  sec  GcQeral  Polk's 
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the  full  development  of  this  advance  Hardee  threw  for- 
ward his  command.  The  whole  Confederate  line  was 
speedily  engf^ed.  Powell's  brigade  upon  the  left,  to- 
gether with  aix>ut  half  of  Adams's  brigade,  struck  the 
front  of  Sheridan's  divisioa  and  could  go  no  farther. 
The  remainder  of  Hardee's  line,  however,  bearing  to  the 
right,  passed  Sheridan's  flank,  pushed  its  left  through 
the  gap  between  Gilbert  and  McCook,  and  quickly  en- 
veloped the  right  of  McCook's  corps.  Cheatham,  mean- 
while, was  meeting  with  brilliant  success  against  Mc- 
Cook's left  flank.  Gilbert  sent  two  brigades  to  McCook's 
^,  but  to  little  purpose,  and  the  whole  of  this  corps 
was  driven  until  darkness  put  a  stop  to  the  fighting. 
One  of  its  divisions  (Jackson's),  after  the  death  of  its 
gallant  leader,  was  so  cut  up  that  it  lost  its  organization 
and  had  to  be  mei^ed  into  other  commands  of  the  Fed- 
eral army.  It  was  fortunate  for  the  Confederate  army 
that  Sheridan  and  Mitchell  did  not  realize  how  small 
a  force  stood  in  their  front,  for,  had  they  done  so,  the 
movement  of  Gilbert's  corps  upon  Polk's  left  flank  and 
rear  would  have  been  the  inevitable  consequence.  Their 
ffulure  to  realize  the  advantage  was  due  to  the  judg- 
ment and  skill  displayed  by  General  Patton  Anderson. 
Anderson  remained  with  that  portion  of  his  division 
which  was  checked  in  Sheridan's  front;  realizing  the  im- 
portance of  occupying  the  enemy,  he  deployed  his  force 
into  a  heavy  skirmish  line  and  pushed  it  as  close  up  to 
Sheridan  as  he  could.  Influenced  not  only  by  Ander- 
son's action,  but  by  what  he  saw  goit^  on  upon  his  left 
and  rear,  Sheridan  warned  Gilbert  that  he  could  not  hold 
his  portion  unless  reinforced  immediately.  Had  he  dis- 
played but  a  half  of  the  enterprise  characterizing  his  be- 
havior upon  subsequent  fields,  he  would  have  blighted 
Polk's  triumph  almost  before  it  began.     As  it  was, 
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Anderson  held  him  to  his  position  until  Mitchell,  clos- 
ing in  from  the  right,  outflanked  and  drove  the  Confed- 
erate left  back  upon  the  town.  The  sun  was  setting 
when  this  was  accomplished,  but  the  triumph  of  the  Con- 
federates had  already  been  achieved. 

From  the  beginning  to  the  end  of  the  battle  the  south- 
ern troops  fought  with  conspicuous  spirit.  A  large 
percentage,  shoeless  from  the  long  marches,  held  their 
places  in  line  throughout  the  battle,  and  when  it  was 
over  the  universal  comment  was  that  no  field  ever  pre- 
sented fewer  strollers.  The  Federal  loss  was  3220 
killed  and  wounded,  and  600  prisoners,  fifteen  pieces 
of  artillery  were  captured,  and  from  2500  to  3000  stand 
of  small  arms.  The  Confederate  loss  in  killed  and 
wounded  was  3145;  missing,  251.  Ceneral  Bragg,  in 
his  report  of  the  battle  written  two  days  after  the  action, 
and  with  the  events  of  the  day  vividly  before  him,  said 
very  justly:  "To  Major-General  Polk  commanding  the 
forces,  to  Major-General  Hardee  commanding  the  lett 
wing,  and  Major-Generals  Cheatham,  Buckner,  and  An- 
derson, commanding  divisions,  is  mainly  due  the  brilliant 
achievement  on  this  memorable  field.  Nobler  troopa 
were  never  more  gallantly  led," 

As  soon  as  General  Polk  could  readjust  his  lines  he 
rode  with  General  Hardee  to  General  Brad's  headquar- 
ters to  make  his  report  and  to  learn  the  decision  as  to 
the  movements  of  the  next  day.  This  council  was  any- 
thing but  inspiriting.  General  Bragg  had  so  formed  his 
campaign  upon  a  different  disposition  of  Buell's  forces 
that  the  actual  disposition  unfolded  before  him  seemed 
to  rob  him  of  power  for  clear  thinking;  and  even  self- 
control  appeared  about  to  desert  him  as  he  paced  the 
floor  rubbing  one  hand  over  the  other.  Hardee  and  Polk, 
sitting  one  on  either  side  of  the  fireplace,  could  but  ex- 
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change  Ranees  of  astonished  concern.  Recalling  all  they 
had  experienced,  and  Bragg's  set  determination  to  find 
Buell  elsewhere,  they  were  far  from  reassured  by  the  man- 
ner he  faced  the  actual  condition  which  confronted  him. 
The  presence  of  Buell'a  entire  army  was  a  fact  too  evident 
to  admit  of  further  doubt.  Polk  was  therefore  instructed 
to  retire  his  command  to  Harrodsburg,  the  details  of  the 
movoient  being  left  entirely  to  his  discretion.  At  mid- 
night the  troops  withdrew  to  the  original  po^t^on  between 
the  Harrodsburg  road  and  Chaplin's  Creek,  and  soon  after 
sunrise  were  put  in  retreat.  The  trains  and  artillery 
moved  upon  the  turnpike,  the  troops  marching  in  the 
open  fields  to  the  right  and  left.  The  withdrawal  was 
quickly  accomplished,  so  that  the  afternoon  of  October  9 
found  the  army  in  line  of  battle  in  front  of  Harrodsburg. 
General  Bragg  left  Ferryville  at  5  a.m.  and  rode  direct 
to  Harrodsburg  in  order  to  hasten  the  return  of  Kirby 
Smith  and  Withers,  whom  he  had  already  recalled  to 
that  point.  These  commands,  as  has  been  Intimated, 
found  no  Federal  force  of  consequence.  WitiierB  had 
come  in  contact  with  the  rear  of  Sill's  division  on  its 
march  from  Frankfort,  by  way  of  Lawrenceburg,  to  join 
Buell  at  Perryville,  and  had  captured  several  hundred 
wagons;  beyond  this,  the  expedition  had  been  fruitless. 
General  Humphrey  Marshall  at  last  had  reached  Lex- 
ington, but  hb  stay  was  short-lived,  as  he  was  ordered 
to  follow  Kirby  Smith's  movement  with  a  view  to  a 
junction  with  the  army  at  Harrodsburg.  Summarizing 
now  the  events  of  this  act  of  the  campaign,  we  find  that 
General  Bra^  had  sent  36,000  men  toward  Frankfort 
to  oppose  12,000  men,  detaching  Polk  at  the  same  time 
with  16,000  men  toward  Perryville  to  oppose  58,000 
men,  the  distance  between  these  two  fields  of  action 
being  about  twenty-five  miles. 
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The  battle  of  PerryvUle  appears  to  have  been  con- 
spicuous for  feats  of  individual  gallantry  upon  both 
wdes,  one  of  the  most  intereatiog  of  these  incidents  be- 
ing the  behavior  of  the  stripling  Lieutenant-Colonel 
C.  C.  Parsons,  who  commanded  a  battery  of  light  artil- 
lery in  Jackson's  ill-fated  division  of  McCook's  corps. 

The  story,  as  related  the  night  of  the  battle,  was  that, 
gallantly  maintaining  his  position,  he  inflicted  fearful 
loss  upon  the  Confederate  line  as  it  swept  up  the  crest 
of  the  hill  upon  which  stood  his  battery.  His  cannon- 
eers, together  with  the  infantry  supports,  had  been 
well-mgh  annihilated  by  the  volleys  which  Cheatham's 
division  poured  in  upon  them.  Parsons  and  another 
commissioned  officer  were  all  that  were  left  at  the  guns. 
Ab  though  realizing  that  all  hope  of  life  was  gone,  but 
too  brave  to  turn  and  flee,  Parsons  dropped  the  point 
of  his  uplifted  sword  and  stood  at  "parade  rest"  amidst, 
the  wreck  of  his  battery.  Instantly  every  musket  flew 
up,  and  with  a  cheer  for  the  indomitable  youth,  the  Con- 
fedenrte  line  rushed  by.  Little  effort  was  made  to  hold 
him,  80  that  in  the  confusion  of  the  moment  he  readily 
escaped  to  his  own  lines. 

Some  years  after  the  war,  the  same  colonel  entered 
the  ministry  of  the  Episcopal  Church,  and  was  called  to 
minister  in  the  city  of  Memphis.  The  scourge  of  yel- 
low fever  was  then  moving  up  the  Mississippi  Valley, 
sparing  neither  age  nor  rank.  It  found  this  man  at  his 
post,  this  time  ministering  to  the  wants  of  a  people  but 
yesterday  hia  foes.  Day  and  night,  unmindful  of  him- 
self, he  stood  amidst  the  dead  and  dying,  unflinching  as 
before.  But  the  plague,  less  merciful  than  war,  swept 
over  him,  and  that  gallant  spirit  went  out  amidst  the 
sorrowing  tears  of  the  people  for  whom  he  now  laid 
down  his  life. 
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Another  feature  of  the  battle  was  the  uninteDtional 
mixiDg  of  Confederate  and  Federal  troops  upon  Mc- 
Cook'a  right  in  the  interval  which  existed  between  the 
two  corps.  It  occurred  with  the  reinforcements  sent  by- 
Gilbert  to  McCook's  aid.  Colonel  Gooding,  for  in- 
stance, seekii^  for  orders  as  to  where  to  place  his  brigade, 
rode  up  to  General  Polk,  and,  under  the  impression  that 
he  was  addressing  General  McCook,  said,  "I  have  come 
to  your  as^stance  with  my  brigade."  Asking  the  name 
of  the  command,  and  receiving  an  answer,  General  Polk 
replied,  "There  is  some  mistake  about  this,  and  you  are 
a  prisoner."  The  effect  of  Colonel  Gooding's  capture 
was  to  keep  his  brigade  inactive  for  some  time,  as  it  was 
unaware  of  his  fate  and  naturally  awaited  hia  return; 
but  finally  it  went  into  action,  and,  judging  from  all  the 
information  obtainable  upon  the  subject,  directly  oppo- 
site the  left  of  the  Confederate  advance  line.  Genera! 
Polk  had  kept  himself  m^nly  upon  this .  part  of  the 
field,  a&  it  was  the  most  vulnerable,  and  about  dark  came 
very  near  presenting  himself  as  an  exchange  for  Colonel 
Gooding.  The  account  of  the  incident  is  given  in  his 
own  words  as  narrated  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Fremontle 
of  the  Coldstream  Guards,  British  army: 

I  got  out  of  General  Polk  the  story  of  his  celebrated  ad- 
venture with  the regiment,  which  resulted  in  the  almost 

total  destruction  of  that  corps.  I  had  often  during  my 
travels  heard  officers  and  soldiers  talking  of  this  extraor- 
dinary feat  of  the  bishop.  The  modest  yet  graphic  manner 
in  which  General  Polk  related  this  wonderful  instance  of 
coolness  and  bravery  was  extremely  interesting,  and  I  now 
repeat  it  as  nearly  as  I  can  in  his  own  words: 

"Well,  sir,  it  was  at  the  battle  of  Penyville,  late  in  the 
evening  —  in  fact  it  was  almost  dark  —  when  Liddell's  bri- 
gade came  into  action. 

"Shortly  after  its  arrival  I  observed  a  body  of  men  whom 
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I  believed  to  be  Confederates  standing  at  an  angle  to  this 
brigade  and  firing  obliquely  at  the  newly  arrived  troop.  I 
said,  'Dear  me,  this  is  very  sad,  and  must  be  stopped,'  so 
I  turned  round,  but  could  find  none  of  my  young  men,  who 
were  absent  on  different  messages,  bo  I  determined  to  ride 
myself  and  settle  the  matter.  Having  cantered  up  to  the 
colonel  of  the  regiment  which  was  firing,  I  asked  him  in 
angry  tones  what  he  meant  by  shooting  his  friends,  and  I 
desired  him  to  cease  doing  so  at  once.  He  answered  with 
surprise,  'I  don't  think  there  can  be  any  mistake  about  it. 
I  am  sure  they  are  the  enemy.'  'Enemy,'  I  said;  'why  I  have 
only  just  left  them  myself  —  cease  firing,  sir;    what  is  your 

name,  sir? '     '  My  name  is  Colonel  — ~,  of  the ,  and 

pray,  mr,  who  are  you? '  Then  for  the  first  time  I  saw  to  my 
astonishment  that  he  was  a  Federal  and  that  I  was  in  the  rear 
of  the  Federal  fine.  Well,  I  saw  there  was  no  hope  but  to 
brazen  it  out,  my  dark  blouse  and  the  increafflng  obscurity 
befriendii^  me,  bo  I  approached  quite  close  to  him  and  shook 
my  fist  in  his  face,  saying,  'I'll  soon  show  you  who  I  am. 
Cease  firing  at  once.'  I  then  turned  my  horse  and  cantered 
slowly  down  the  line,  shouting  in  an  authoritative  manner  to 
the  Yankees  to  cease  firing.  At  the  same  time  I  experienced 
a  disagreeable  sensation  like  screwing  up  my  back,  and  cal< 
culating  how  many  bullets  would  he  between  my  shoulders 
every  moment;  I  was  afnud  to  increase  my  pace  until  I  got 
to  a  small  copse,  when  I  put  the  spura  in  and  galloped  back 
to  my  men.  I  immediately  went  up  to  the  nearest  colonel 
and  stud  to  him,  'Colonel,  I  have  rccoimoitered  those  fel- 
lows pretty  closely,  and  there  is  no  mistake  as  to  who  they 
are.    You  may  get  up  and  go  at  them.'" 

The  work  was  soon  accomplished,   the   result  being  the 
almost  complete  destruction  of  the  enemy's  command.' 

General  Bragg's  forces,  which  now  were  superior  to 
General  Buell's  in  material  and,  with  the  arrival  of  Mar- 

"Offioial  Records,  War  of  Rebellion,"  vol. 
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shall,  nearly  equal  in  numbers,  were  assembled  at  Har- 
rodsburg  on  the  lOth;  but  he  could  not  make  up  his 
mind  to  assume  the  offensive,  evincing,  in  fact,  a  per- 
plexity and  vacillation  which  had  now  become  simply 
appalling  to  Smith,  to  Hardee,  and  to  Polk.  As  it  was 
evident  that  Buell  would  continue  his  movement  ag»nst 
the  communications  of  the  Confederate  army,  moving 
by  his  right  flank,  the  forces  were  retired  finally  to 
Brayantsville,  the  point  designated  as  the  temporary 
base.  General  Buell,  still  moving  by  the  right,  now 
threatened  to  occupy,  at  Crab  Orchard,  the  line  to  Cum- 
berland Gap  and  Elaat  Tennessee,  The  prompt  deter- 
mination of  a  definite  plan  of  action  became,  therefore,  an 
urgent  question  in  the  Confederate  camp.  A  council  of 
war  was  consequently  called  by  General  Bragg,  several 
plans  were  suggested,  but  the  weight  of  opinion  was  in 
favor  of  evacuating  Kentucky.  This  course  was  in 
keeping  with  the  commanding  general's  views;  the  re- 
treat from  the  State  was  therefore  ordered.  On  October 
13,  Kirby  Smith  with  the  Army  of  Kentucky,  and  Polk 
with  the  Army  of  Mississippi,  preceded  by  long  trains 
of  captured  stores,  marched  in  the  direction  of  East 
Tennessee.  General  Bragg  remained  with  the  army 
until  it  reached  London,  leaving  the  conduct  of  the  re- 
treat in  the  main  to  Polk  and  Smith.  At  London  he 
turned  over  the  command  to  General  Polk  and  rode 
direct  to  the  railroad  in  East  Tennessee,  going  thence 
to  Richmond,  where  he  made  his  report  to  the  govern- 
ment. 

General  Buell's  pursuit  was  stubbornly  contested  by 
Wheeler  and  John  Morgan.  Finding  that  the  Confed- 
erate army  had  eluded  him,  he  halted  his  main  force 
and  sent  General  Thomas  with  Crittenden's  corps  to 
continue  the  pursuit.     This  force  followed  as  far  as 
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London  only,  where  it  was  baited,  and  from  whence  it 
soon  moved  to  join  its  compamon  corps  on  the  march 
to  Naehville. 

During  the  retreat,  Kirby  Smith,  who  chafed  under 
the  meager  results  of  the  campaign,  proposed  that  the 
army  should  turn  upon  the  pursuing  column  of  the 
enemy;  but  General  Polk,  although  sharing  General 
Smith's  feeling,  declined  the  proposal,  as  his  instructions 
were  to  move  to  Knoxville  without  delay.' 

After  a  good  deal  of  privation  and  much  rough  march- 
ing, the  commands,  moving  by  separate  roads,  reached 
Cumberland  Gap  and  passed  into  East  Tennessee.    Gen- 

'  Extract  from  "  General  Kirby  Smith,"  by  ArthurH.  Noll ;  "  News  of 
the  battle  of  PcnyvIlEe  on  the  8th  reached  me  on  the  evening  of  the  9th 
with  orders  to  join  Bragg  at  llarrodaburs.  Tho  head  of  my  column  by  a, 
Dight  m&rch  entered  Harrodaburg  early  on  the  morning  of  the  10th  and 
I  reported  in  person  to  Gen.  Bragg  at  that  place.  The  rearof  his  column 
was  moving  out  of  Harrodaburg  in  retreat  on  Camp  Dicli  RobcKaon  as  I 
entered.  I  reported  my  arrival  at  Harrodsburg  with  30.000  men.  to 
Gen.  Bragg  and  urged  the  countermarch  of  hia  column  and  the  giving 
of  battle  to  BueU  at  that  place,— that  he  had  for  the  first  time  since  hia 
arrival  in  Ky.  coaccutratod  hia  command,  and  that  he  could  put  near 
60,000  veterans  in  line  of  battle.  My  norda  were  'For  God's  snhe. 
General,  let  us  light  Buell  here.^I  believe  that  without  a  command  even, 
our  men  would  run  over  Buell's  army  composed,  aa  it  more  than  half  is, 
of  new  levies.'  Gen.  Bragg's  reply  to  nic  was,  'I  will  do  it.  Sir;  select 
a  poaition,  put  your  men  in  line  of  battle  and  I  will  countermarch  my 
column,'  I  was  occupied  the  whole  morning  in  putting  my  command  in 
line  of  battle  amidst  shouts  and  with  great  enthusiasm,  promising  them 
a  fight  on  the  morrow  and  a  victory  over  the  enemy.  In  the  eveuing  I 
received  an  order  from  Bragg  directing  me  to  take  up  my  line,  march  on 
Camp  Dick  Robertson,— that  he  had  decided  to  retreat  and  not  fight 
Buell.  I  moved  upon  Camp  Dick  Robcrtaon  and  the  Campaign  ended 
most  ioglorioualy,  and  from  tlie  first  time  in  the  history  of  the  Con- 
federacy, an  army  of  veterana  retreated  before  an  inferior  force  htrgely 
made  up  of  new  levies.  The  concentration  from  the  three  Departments 
of  West  Virginia.  E^t  Tennessee  and  Miasiaaippi.  was  scattered  to  the 
four  winds.  Humphrey  Marshall  by  Pound  Gap  was  ordered  back  to 
West  Virginia,  the  army  of  East  Tennessee  by  Big  Creek  and  Cum- 
berland Gape  to  East  Tennessee,  and  Bragg,  posting,  in  person  to  Rich- 
moud,  to  lay  hia  case  before  the  President." 
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eral  Smith,  again  in  his  own  department,  diaposed  hia 
troops  to  protect  his  territory,  and  General  Polk  marched 
the  Army  of  Mississippi  to  Knoxviile,  which  point  it 
reached  the  last  day  of  October.  About  November  1 
General  Bragg  returned  from  Richmond  and  resumed 
the  command  of  the  Army  at  Mississippi,  which  he  then 
transferred  by  rail  to  Murfreesboro  in  Middle  Tennessee, 
a  point  then  held  by  General  Breckinridge.  The  occu- 
pation of  this  position,  completed  early  in  December, 
was  the  closing  act  of  the  Kentucky  campaign.  On 
November  3  General  Polk  was  directed  by  General  Bragg 
to  proceed  to  Richmond  and  report  to  the  Preaident. 
Mr.  Davis  had  ordered  his  presence  that  he  might  ob- 
tain further  information  concerning  the  conduct  of  the 
campaign.  Many  plain  questions  were  asked  and  as 
plainly  answered,  the  situation  demanding  the  utmost 
candor.  General  Polk  stated,  with  all  respect  to  General 
Bragg's  great  abilities  in  the  direction  of  organization 
and  discipline,  that  he  had  been  wanting  in  the  higher 
elements  of  generalship  in  the  conduct  of  the  campaign; 
and  that,  in  view  of  the  admitted  possibilities  of  the 
campaign,  he  considered  it  a  failure — an  opinion,  he  said, 
he  believed  Generals  Smith  and  Hardee  shared  with 
him.  He  further  said  that  General  Bragg  had  lost  the 
confidence  of  hia  generals,  and,  in  answer  to  a  su^estion 
from  the  President  of  a  change  of  commanders,  requested 
that  General  Joseph  E.  Johnston  should  be  assigned  to 
the  command  of  the  army,  if  a  change  were  made. 

It  is  needless  to  say  that  General  Bragg  did  not  share 
in  the  opinion  of  the  campaign  which  his  subordinates 
held,  and  while  he  acknowledged  some  of  its  failures, 
attributed  them  to  General  Polk.  Failing  to  secure  the 
support  from  the  general  officers  of  the  army  necessary 
to  the  successful  prosecution  of  charges.  General  Bragg 
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wrote  an  o£Scial  report  of  the  campaign  (May  20,  1S63), 
in  which  he  specifically  placed  the  responsibility  for  bis 
fulureB  upon  General  Polk.  The  government  suppressed 
the  report.  How  far  General  Bragg  was  correct  in  his 
claims  can  be  learned  by  comparing  his  official  report ' 
with  the  narrative  of  this  chapter,  and  then  by  checking 
both  with  the  correspondence,*  brought  out  by  hia  en- 
deavor to  secure  evidence  upon  which  to  base  an  arrest 
and  chaises  before  a  court-martial.  Further  light  may 
also  be  gotten  by  referring  to  the  documents  to  be  found 
in  the  volumes  of  the  Official  Records  of  the  Rebellion 
referred  to  the  footnotes  to  this  chapter.  Questiona 
which  are  not  met  in  any  of  these  sources  of  information 
will  find  a  solution  in  the  letter  which  General  Buell 
kindly  wrote  in  answer  to  one  addressed  him  by  the 
author.  This  letter,  together  with  the  essential  part  of 
General  Bragg's  official  report,  appears  in  the  Appendix 
to  this  chapter.  This  report  claims  that  his  plans  were 
defeated,  first  because  Polk  did  not  move  from  Bards- 
town  to  attack  the  insignificant  force  (Sill's  division) 
before  Frankfort;  second,  because  Polk  did  not  rout 
Buell  at  Perryville.  The  report  is  silent  as  to  the  fact 
that  General  Bragg  himself  countermanded  the  first, 
and  it  shows  that  General  Bragg  was  persistently  blind 
to  the  additional  fact  that  he  had  rendered  the  second 
impossible  by  sending  Polk  with  16,000  men  to  fight 
58,000,  while  he  himself  took  36,000  with  which  to 
fight  12,000. 

Transmitting  to  Polk,   Bragg's  letter  in  which  was 
sought  from  Polk's  subordinates  evidence  for  the  pro- 
posed charges,   Hardee,  thoroughly  familiar  with  the 
campajgn,  closed  his  letter  to  Polk  thus:  "If  you  choose 
"■Offici 
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to  rip  up  the  Kentucky  campaign  you  can  tear  Bra^  to 
tatters." ' 

Butj  after  all,  "tearing  Bragg  to  tatters"  was  nothing 
comparable  to  the  loss  his  incapacity  had  caused  the 
Confederacy,  Ixxiking  back  upon  that  campaign,  in 
the  light  of  what  was  then  happening,  it  was  the  greatest 
opportunity  ever  presented  this  army  to  do  its  share  in 
the  war.  It  was  in  prime  condition,  manoeuvering  in 
a  faultless  country;  and  yet  in  spite  of  its  two  battles, 
both  subsidiaries  to  its  greater  purpose,  ita  march  into 
Kentucky,  solely  (or  the  lack  of  leadership,  sank  from 
the  level  of  a  campaign  to  that  of  a  raid. 
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Letter  fivm  General  BueU  to  Dr.  Polk. 

AiBDME,  June  24, 1S79.    (P.  0.,  Pabadisb,  Et.) 

Dear  Sir:  .  .  .  I  was  very  ill  vliea  your  letter  wkb  re- 
onved,  and  for  a  oonsiderable  time  it  remained  among  a  mass 
of  neglected  duties.  It  is  very  late  to  answer  it  now,  but  I 
learned  recently  from  Dootor  Metcalfe  that  yon  had  not  yet 
disposed  of  the  matter  with  reference  to  which  yon  desired 
information,  and  I  am  unwilling  to  seem  to  hare  been  either 
indifferent  to  the  subject  or  careless  about  your  request. 

I  venture,  therefore,  at  this  late  day  to  reply  to  your  in- 
quiries in  their  order,  ae  follows: 

1st.  On  the  aft«moon  and  night  of  October  6,  1862,  Mc 
Cook's  corps,  forming  the  left  of  my  army,  was  five  miles 
northwest  of  Willisburgh,  on  the  road  from  Bloomfleld,  with 
the  ezoeption  of  Sill's  diviuon,  which  was  on  the  road  from 
Louisville  to  Frankfort,  probably  near  Shelbyville  on  that 
day.  Gilbert's  corps  (whioli,  moving  from  Iionisville  by  the 
way  of  Shepberdsville,  formed  the  right)  and  Crittenden's 
(which,  moving  by  way  of  Mt.  Wsshingt«Q,  formed  the  cen- 
ter), having  converged  from  Bardstown,  were  following  the 
Confederate  army,  and  encamped  near  Springfield  on  the 
night  of  the  6th. 

2d.  On  the  night  of  the  7th,  McCook's  corps,  excepting 
Sill's  division  as  above,  was  at  Mazville,  about  twelve  miles 
from  PerryviDe,  Gilbert's,  now  in  the  center  under  my 
personal  direction,  was  in  friint  of  PerryviUe  on  the  Spring- 
field road,  about  two  and  a  half  miles  off.  Crittenden's, 
nov^n  the  right,  nnder  the  immediate  direction  of  Qeneral 
168 
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Thomas,  was  two  and  a  half  milea  Booth  of  Haysville,  about 
twelve  miles  from  Perryville.  It  was  ordered  to  encamp  that 
night  at  Haysrille,  which  is  on  the  road  from  Lebanon  to 
PenTTille,  but  in  fact  it  wasted  its  strong  and  the  best  part 
of  the  night  in  marching  away  from  the  road  after  water.  It 
was  oonseqaeatly  out  of  timely  reach  of  the  instruotjons 
which  I  sent  to  it  on  the  night  of  the  7th,  and  it  did  not 
substantially  get  into  position  in  front  of  Perryville  until  the 
afternoon  of  the  8th.  Two  of  its  divisions  were  np  at  about 
twelve  o'clock,  and  were  reported  at  my  headquarters  at 
half -past  ten  o'clock.  The  other  division  was  still  two  miles 
in  rear. 

McCook'e  corps  in  these  movements  was  purposely  held 
a  little  back,  to  be  in  supporting  distance  of  the  column  on 
the  Frankfort  road,  and  in  consequence  of  the  uncertainty 
as  to  the  point  at  which  the  main  Confederate  army  and 
Kirby  Smith's  force  would  concentrate;  my  object  being  to 
get  as  much  as  possible  on  the  line  of  any  Confederate  move- 
ment toward  Middle  Tennessee,  without  too  much  exposing 
my  oommunioation  with  Louisville  to  a  Confederate  move- 
ment on  my  left. 

341.  On  tbe  night  of  the  3d  the  three  corps  were  at  Salt 
River, —  Gilbert's  (then  die  right)  near  Shepherdaville,  Crit- 
tenden's (then  the  center)  near  Mt.  Washington,  and  Ho- 
Cook's  (the  left)  at  Taylorsrille,  exoeptii^  Sill's  divinon,  as 
above  stated. 

4th.  The  strength  of  the  three  corps  was  about  21,000  men 
each  on  leaving  Lonisvitle.  The  detachment  of  Sill's  from 
HcCook's  left  the  latter — for  any  purpose  of  immediate 
battle— about  14,000  men,  or  leeB.  The  whcile  avaihihle 
force,  including  cavalry,  for  a  general  battle  at  Perryville  on 
the  8th,  without  any  allowance  for  stragglers  since  leaving 
LouisviUe,  would  have  been  about  68,000  men,  if  the  right 
and  left  corps  had  got  into  position  according  to  my  orders. 

I  cannot  give  you  very  accurate  information  in  regard  to 
the  strength  of  my  cavalry.  The  principal  part  of  the  fbrce 
operating  with  the  army  at  Perryville  consisted  of  perfectly 
raw  Kentucky  regiments  which  I  found  at  Louisville  on  qjy 
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arriT&L  I  teokon  it  to  hare  been  about  1600  or  2000 
str(H)g. 

The  older  foroe,  which  numbered  1200  or  1600,  and  which 
oame  with  me  from  TenneBaee,  was  halted  at  EliEabethtown, 
pwtly  to  observe  in  that  direction  the  Confederate  army  at 
Bardstown,  and  partly  in  consequence  of  the  necoBBity  of 
repuring  it  before  it  oonld  be  fit  for  active  operations  with 
the  army.  The  whole  cavalry  foroe  was  totally  inadequate 
for  the  service  which  the  occasion  demanded. 

6th.  I  marched  from  Bowling  Green  to  attack  Bra^g  at 
Glasgow.  I  should  have  attacked  him  at  that  point  if  he  had 
been  found  there,  or  at  Hnnfordsville  if  he  had  not  moved  on, 
or  at  any  other  point  at  which  he  might  have  chosen  to  give 
battle.  I  never  thought  of  falling  back  upon  Bowling  Green, 
or  of  moving  t>Ki  Moigaatown  or  any  other  point  to  the  Ohio 
River.  When  Bragg,  with  my  urmy  close  npon  his  rear, 
tamed  off  toward  Bardstown,  I  moved  then  rapidly  to  Louis- 
ville, both  to  protect  that  plaee  if  he  should  advance  gainst 
it,  and  to  increase  my  strength  for  further  offensive  operations. 

The  foregoing  perhaps  sufBoiently  answers  your  inquiries, 
but  it  may  not  be  altogether  uninteresting  to  yon  if  I  add 
some  general  remarks  upon  a  campaign  in  which  your  dis- 
tii^aiBhed  father  acted  a  prominent  part 

My  interpretation  of  Bragg's  design  while  he  was  preparing 
his  campaign  at  Chattano<^a  in  the  summer  of  18^  difCered 
in  some  respects  from  its  execution.  The  immediate  object,  I 
had  no  doubt,  was  the  recovery  of  Middle  Teanessee  and  the 
occupation  of  Nashville.  Beyond  that  it  was  not  necessary 
to  anticipate ;  though,  if  that  were  accomplished,  the  ext«n- 
sioD  of  the  campaign  into  Kentucky  was  not  an  improbable 
purpose.  I  expected  the  operations  for  this  object  to  be 
prompt  and  aggresnve  from  the  first ;  like  those  of  Lee  into 
Pennsylvania  in  1862,  and  like  those  of  Hood  against  Nash- 
ville in  the  closing  year  of  the  war.  It  was,  according  to  my 
view,  to  be  a  campaign  not  only  of  bold  movements  for  the 
immediate  object,  bat  of  battles  promptly  delivered  if  neces- 
sary. Such  a  plan  seemed  to  be  in  accordance  with  the 
policy  of  the  Confederate  Government  at  that  time,  and  the 
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temper  of  the  Boathem  people.  I  do  not  say  HaeX  it  wonid 
have  been  any  more  saooeaafal,  for  that  was  the  pl&n  which  it 
was  most  in  my  mind  to  defeat. 

With  all  the  information  that  has  ainoe  come  to  my  knowl- 
edge, I  still  adhere  to  this  view  of  the  original  plan. 

The  exeontion  wavered  very  soon  after  Braf^  croeeed  the 
Tennessee  Biver,  and  at  last — I  sappose  aboat  the  1st  of 
September— materially  departed  from  the  original  idea  of  a 
direct  attack.  But  I  regarded  the  immediate  object  to  be  the 
same,  though  pnrsned  by  more  tardy  and  less  direct  means, 
until  the  bulk  of  his  army  bad  crossed  the  Cumberland  and 
was  approaching  Olasgow.  After  passing  that  point,  with 
my  army  in  hia  rear,  a  pitched  battle  or  a  farther  advance 
into  Eentnoky  became  inevitable,  whatever  may  have  been 
the  original  plan.  You  nlay  have  the  means  of  knowing 
whether  tlds  view  is  correct,  and  I  will  not  recite  the  evidence 
upon  which  my  opinion  is  based  at  the  time  and  is  still  enter- 
tained. 

I  was  not  muoh  at  fault,  in  spite  of  the  first  extravi^ant 
reports,  in  regard  to  the  force  whioh  was  being  employed.  I 
estimated  it  at  S0,000  men,  including  Rirhy  Smith's  force.  It 
was  not  easy  to  tell  how  it  was  or  might  be  divided  between 
Chattanooga  and  Knoxville  ;  but,  at  any  rate,  I  expeeted  the 
bulk  of  it,  starting  from  East  Tennessee  and  Chattanot^a,  to 
operate  in  close  oommuniention,  and  at  length  to  unite  for  the 
main  object  in  Middle  Tennessee.  A  diversion  proceeding 
from  Knoxville  toward  Kentucky,  requiring  of  me  a  more 
efficient  organization  of  the  scanty  and  scattered  force  in  that 
State,  I  anticipated ;  and  with  that  view,  about  tlie  20th  of 
August,  I  sent  General  Nelson,  with  some  artillery  and  a  few 
general  ofBcers,  to  take  command  in  Kentucky. 

The  force  which  I  had  in  Middle  Tennessee  and  Alabama 
did  not  exceed  46,(KKI  men,  and  the  necessity  of  guarding 
long  lines  of  communication  that  were  frequently  broken  by 
the  partisan  operations  of  the  Confederate  cavalry  in  a  coun- 
try which  was  not  friendly  reduced  Vbe  force  which  I  could 
concentrate  at  any  point  in  advance  of  Nashville  to  30,000 
men.    After  the  operations  of  the  two  armies  had  extended 
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to  the  north  side  of  the  Cumberland,  my  force  was  inereaBed 
by  two  diviaionB,  about  10,000  men,  from  General  (Jrant. 

My  movements  to  oounteract  tlie  inrssion  were  based  upon 
the  facts  and  theories  above  described.  They  contemplated 
battle  always:  defensive,  or  defensive -offensive  in  the  begin- 
ning, while  my  -available  force  was  weakest,  and  Bragg's 
de^gna  were  supposed  to  be  direct ;  offensive,  when  my  force 
was  increased,  and  Bra$^  established  bis  army  on  my  com- 
mnnications  at  Olasgow  and  MonfordsviUe.  But  they  also 
comprehended  fully  the  advantage  which  the  use  of  anna  of 
precision  and  long  range  gave  to  that  »de  which  could  choose 
its  position  and  await  attacks — an  advantage  that  became 
more  generally  reot^uized  on  both  «des  later  in  the  war. 

This  general  view  will  explain  my  movements  throughout. 
I  have  seen  no  authoritative  explanation  of  Bragg's.  My 
first  object  was  to  defend  Middle  Tennessee,  and  I  there- 
fore put  myself  always  between  its  capital  and  the  invading 
army,  even  when  the  enemy  was  placing  himself  on  my  line 
of  communicatioiis.  I  knew  that  Kentucky  was  weak,  but 
she  was  on  the  side  of  powerful  succor,  and,  with  the  rein- 
forcements which  I  was  promised,  I  could  follow  Bragg 
threateningly  and  give  him  battle  when  the  time  came. 
Very  truly,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  C.  BUELL. 

Dk.  W.  M.  Polk,  City  of  New  York. 

Extrael  from  Gtntral  Bragg's  Offtcud  Report  of  May  20, 1863. 

Hajor-General  Polk,  left  at  Bardst^wn  in  command,  was 
<lirected,  if  pressed  by  a  force  too  large  to  justify  his  giving 
battle,  to  fall  back  in  the  direction  of  the  new  depot  near 
Rryantsville,  in  front  of  which  I  proposed  to  concentrate  for 
action.  Arriving  in  Lexington  on  the  Ist  of  October,  I  met 
the  Provisional  Governor  of  the  State,  who  had  preriously 
been  invited  to  accompany  me  and  arrange  for  his  instal- 
lation at  the  oapitol  on  the  4th.  The  available  forces  of 
General  Smith,  just  returned  to  Lexington,  were  ordered 
immediately  to  Frankfort.    Finding  but  httle  progress  had 
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been  made  in  the  transfer  of  oar  aocumulated  stores  from 
Lexington,  and  learning  of  a  beavy  movement  of  the  enemy 
from  Louisville,  I  ordered  Major-General  Polk,  in  writing 
dated  "  Lexington,  10  o'clock  F.U.,  October  2,"  and  sent  by 
two  routes,  "  to  move  from  Bardstovu,  witb  his  whole  avail- 
able force,  by  way  of  Bloomfleld,  toward  Frankfort,  to  strike 
the  enemy  in  flank  and  rear,"  and  informed  him  that  Major- 
Genend  Smith  would  attack  in  front. 

When  received  at  Bardstowu  on  the  3d,  the  general  sob- 
mitted  this  order,  which  is  not  mentioned  in  his  report  (see 
Exhibit  No.  1),  to  a  council  of  wing  and  division  commanders, 
and  determined  to  more  as  originally  instructed  by  me  on 
leaving  Bardetown. 

Fortunately,  notice  of  this  determination  reached  me  at 
Frankfort  in  time  to  prevent  the  movement  agunst  the 
enemy'H  front  by  General  Smith,  but  it  necessitated  an  entire 
change  in  my  plans, — the  abandonment  of  the  coital,  and 
the  partial  uncovering  and  ultimate  loss  of  our  stores  at  Lex- 
ington. Not  doubting  but  that  some  imperative  necessity, 
unknown  to  me,  existed  with  the  general  for  this  departure 
from  instructions,  I  conformed  at  once  to  his  movements,  and 
put  General  Smith's  command  in  motion,  to  form  the  junc- 
tion farther  south,  still  covering  the  suppUes  at  Lexington 
as  far  as  practicable. 

Proceeding  rapidly  to  Harrodsburg  myself,  I  was  met  there 
by  Major-General  Polk,  on  the  6th  of  October,  with  the  head 
of  the  column,  which  had  marched  from  Bardstown  on  the 
3d.  After  a  fuD  and  free  conference  with  the  general,  my 
first  views  remained  unchanged,  and,  as  he  reported  to  me 
at  midnight  of  the  6th  of  October,  when  enclosing  a  written 
report  from  Major-General  Hardee,  at  Perryville,  "  that  he 
did  not  regard  the  enemy  in  large  streng^th  near  there"  (see 
Exhibit  No.  2),  I  renewed,  early  on  the  morning  of  the  7th, 
the  order  to  concentrate  all  the  forces  in  front  of  the  depot 
at  Lexington.  But  before  the  order  was  put  in  full  opera- 
tion, information  was  received  that  the  enemy,  in  limited 
force,  was  pressing  upon  General  Hardee  at  Perryville  ;  that 
he  was  nowhere  concentrated  against  us,  but  was  moving  by 
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separate  coliunnB ;  Im  right  waa  near  Lebanon ;  a  corps  in 
front  of  Perryville ;  and  hia  left  two  entire  oorpe  extending 
by  way  of  MacksviUe  to  Frankfort,  a  line  of  at  least  sixty 
miles.  This  presented  an  opportunity,  whicli  I  promptly 
seized,  of  striking  Iiim  in  detail. 

AeoordiDgly  written  orders  were  given  to  Major-Oeneial 
Polk,  dated  "  Harrodsburg,  October  7,  6.40  p.u.,"  to  move 
Cheatham's  division,  now  at  Harrodaburg,  back  to  Perry- 
ville,  and  to  proceed  to  that  point  himself,  "attack  the 
enemy  immediately,  ront  him,  and  then  move  rapidly  to 
join  Major-Qeneral  Smith,"  as  before  ordered;  and  it  was 
added,  "  No  time  should  bo  lost  in  this  movement."  Mean- 
while during  the  same  day  I  had  received  repeated  and 
urgent  applications  from  General  Smith  (near  Frankfort)  by 
express,  representing  the  enemy  to  be  in  strong  foree  in  his 
immediate  front,  and  earnestly  asking  for  reinforcements. 
Accordingly,  Withers's  division  had  been  detached  and  sent 
to  him'  (before  receipt  by  me  of  the  information  from  Perry- 
rille),  and  was  already  far  on  the  way  thither  at  the  time 
when  the  movement  to  Perryville  was  ordered,  and  this  will 
accoimt  for  my  being  without  the  benefit  of  this  division  in 
the  battle  which  ensned  next  day  at  the  latter  place.  Uajor- 
Oeneral  Polk  arrived  at  Perryville  with  Cheatham's  division 
before  midnight  of  the  7th,  and  the  troops  were  placed  by 
General  Hardee  in  the  line  of  battle  previously  established. 
Our  forces  now  in  this  position  consisted  of  three  divisions  of 
infantry,  about  14,600,  and  two  small  brigades  of  cavalry, 
about  1500.  To  this  the  enemy  opposed  one  corps,  Gilbert's, 
about  18,000  strot^.  Information  reached  me  during  the 
evening  and  night  of  the  7th  at  Harrodsbui^,  which  indicated 
that  no  attack  could  be  made  on  General  Smith's  oommaRd 
the  next  day,  and  I  immediately  changed  my  purpose  to  join 
him,  and  determined  to  ^  to  Perryville.  From  unofficial 
sources  I  was  led  to  fear  the  existenee  of  serious  misappre- 
hennon  in  r^ard  to  the  podtion  and  strength  of  the  enemy's 
forces  near  Perryville,  as  well  as  to  the  location  of  onr 
snppUes,  supposed  to  be  at  Bryantsville,  when  in  truth  but 
two  days'  ratiomi  for  the  army  had  reached  that  point. 
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Having  Ordered  the  attack,  and  that  ao  time  should  be  loet, 
I  was  ooncemed  at  not  hearing  the  oonuneooement  of  the 
engagement  early  in  the  morning,  but  was  mnoh  relieved 
£or  the  time  by  receiving  from  General  Polk  a  not«  dated 
"  Perryville,  6  A.m.,  8th  Oct.,"  informing  me  that  the  enemy's 
pickets  oommenoed  firing  at  daylight,  and  that  he  should 
bring  on  the  engagement  vigorously.  To  my  surprise,  how- 
ever, no  gun  was  heard,  and  os  my  arrival,  about  10  A.M.,  I 
was  informed  that  it  was  determined  not  to  attack,  but  to 
assume  the  "  defenaive-offenuve."  After  a  hasty  reoonnois- 
sanoe  and  conBuItation,  orders  were  given  for  some  changes 
deemed  necessary  in  the  line  of  battle ;  a  portion  of  it,  be- 
ing withdrawn,  was  restored,  and  Major-Oen^vl  Polk  was 
ordered  to  bring  on  the  engagement.  Impatient  at  the 
delay  after  this  order,  I  dispatched  a  staff-ofScer  to  repeat  it 
to  the  general,  and  soon  thereafter  I  followed  in  person  and 
put  tJie  troops  in  motion. 

Major-Oeneral  Bnell,  commanding  the  forces  there  in  our 
immediate  front,  in  his  official  report  says;  "I  had  somewhat 
expected  an  attack  early  in  the  morning  on  Gilbert's  corps, 
while  it  was  isolated."  These  delays  had  postponed  the 
aetion  until  it  was  now  past  noon,  and  a  second  corps  of  the 
enemy  (18,000)  had  reached  the  field.  The  general  officers  at 
the  meeting  about  daylight  (see  General  Folk's  report),  who 
resolved  on  this  delay,  most  have  acted  without  correct  in- 
formation, and  in  ^noranoe  that  my  orders  were  n^ent  and 
imperative  for  the  attack ;  moreover,  I  was  within  one  hour's 
ride  and  was  not  consulted  or  informed. 

The  ofBcial  report  written  by  General  Bragg  October  12, 
1862,  should  be  read  in  eounectioii  with  this  report.  See 
"  Offldal  Records,  War  of  Rebellion,"  voL  xvi,  pt  i,  p.  1087. 
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Decekber,  1862,  TO  June,  1863. 

A  visit  from  the  President. — The  marriage  of  Qeneral  Jehu  Morgan. — 
The  hBttle  of  Hurfreesboro.— Strength  of  oppoaing  forew.— DiwdTun- 
tages  of  the  field. —  Extracts  from  Gleneral  Polk's  report —  The  call  tor 
Breckinridge's  brigades  hj  Hardee  and  Polk.— Assault  of  Breokln- 
rldge'a  dlrisloQ  and  its  disastrous  result^  Jaauaiy  2.— Killed  and 
woanded  on  either  side.— General  Polk  and  his  diTlHioii  commanders 
advise  retreat.— Qeneral  Bragg  determines  to  hold  his  own. — Recedes 

from  the  resolve  and  decides  npon  retreat Council  of  gsnenJ  oCBcers. 

—  Retreat  to  be  immediate.— Aim;  falls  back  to  ShelbfvlUe  and  Tulla- 
homa.— Correspondence  between  Qeneral  Bragg  and  Qenerals  Polk, 
Hardee,  Bredduridge,  Cleburne,  and  Cheatham.— Qeneral  Polk's  note 
to  President  Davis. — QeneralJohneton  ordered  to  Investigate  euues  of 
discontent ;  aaBumea  temportu;  command  of  the  army. — Polk  renews  the 
efTort  to  secure  him  as  permanent  commander. — An  eye  to  the  monUt 
of  the  army. — Story  of  the  ohaplains. — The  Tuilofaonui  campaign. — 
Chattanooga. — Generol  view  of  the  political  and  military  situation. 

Q«neral  Polk  remained  in  Biclimond  a  few  days,  and 
then  went  to  Raleigh  with  a  view  of  temporarily  settling 
Ms  family,  whose  sojourn  aft^r  the  burning  of  their 
dwelling  had  been  ohauging  with  the  Confederate  hne. 
Having  left  Nashville  when  it  was  evacuated  in  conse- 
quence of  the  retreat  from  Bowling  Green  under  Sidney 
Johnston,  they  went  to  New  Orle^ans,  and  upon  its  fall, 
or  as  soon  as  they  were  able  to  leave,  they  came  out  of 
General  Butler's  line  to  seek  such  shelter  as  might  be 
obtained  within  Confederate  sway. 

After  an  absence  of  two  weeks  General  Polk,  who 

meanwhile  had  received  his  commission  as  lieutenant- 
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general,  rejoined  the  army,  now  encamped  in  the  vicinity 
of  Mnrfreesboro ;  the  Federal  army,  after  the  vain  pur- 
snit  of  the  forces  under  General  Polk  through  eastern 
Kentucky,  having  been  concentrated  at  Nashville,  with 
General  Kosecrans,  in  place  of  General  Buell,  as  the  cliief 
in  command. 

Two  events  now  took  place  which  attracted  no  little 
attention  at  the  time.  One  was  a  visit  to  the  army  from 
President  Davis ;  the  other  was  the  marriage  of  General 
John  Morgan,  the  celebrated  cavalry  commander.  Both 
occurrences  are  mentioned  in  the  following  extract  from 
a  letter  to  Mrs.  Polk,  dated  December  17 ; 

We  have  had  a  royal  visit,  from  a  royal  visitor.  The  Pres- 
ident himself  has  been  with  us.  He  arrived  on  BViday,  re- 
viewed my  corps  of  three  divisions  on  Saturday,  dined  with 
a  party  ot  general  officers  at  Bragg's,  and  left  on  Sunday. 
The  review  was  a  great  affair ;  everything  went  ofE  admirably, 
and  he  was  highly  gratified  with  the  result — said  they  were 
the  best-appearing  troops  he  had  seen,  well  appointed  and 
well  clad.  The  mght  was  very  imposing,  and,  as  it  was  roy 
corps,  very  gratifying  to  me,  as  you  may  suppose.  There  was 
some  correspondent  of  the  ReM  at  Chattanooga  who  came 
with  Ute  President,  and  who  gave  his  aecoont  of  the  spectacle ; 
I  out  it  out  and  enclose  it  to  you.  We  had  a  great  wedding 
the  other  day,  as  you  will  also  see  by  the  accompanying  no- 
tice. It  was  no  other  than  the  redoubtable  John  Morgan.  He 
was  married,  as  you  see,  by  a  lieutenant-general,  a  select 
company  present  —  Generals  Bragg,  Hardee,  Breokinii^e, 
Cheatham,  etc.    It  is  an  historical  event.^ 

In  accordance  with  his  settled  determination  to  care- 
fully avoid  aU  public  exercise  of  his  priestly  functions, 
General   Polk  at  first  thought  to  decline  the  request 

1  The  aooount  of  thla  m&niage  glreD  In  Biraat'B  ""BiMatj  of  the 
United  States,"  and  Its  statements  as  to  Uie  part  iMnne  by  General  Polk, 

It  is  needless  to  8*7,  are  Bctltioui. 


n,g,t,7.dt,'G00glc 


178        INSPECTION  BY  TBE  PRESIDENT,         [1862 

which  was  made  him  to  act  upon  that  oceaeion;  but 
upon  reflection  he  concluded  to  gratify  the  gallant  gen- 
eral, who  at  Harteville  had  just  accomplished  a  brilliant 
feat  in  the  capture  of  the  position  with  a  lai^  number 
of  prisouers,  and  who  then  was  upon  the  eve  of  depart 
ing  upon  an  expedition  into  Kentucky,  for  the  purpose 
of  harassing  the  communications  of  the  enemy. 

The  visit  which  Mr,  Davis  made  to  this  department  at 
this  period  was  the  more  Important  because  it  was  the 
first  time  he  had  personally  inspected  the  army  in  the 
west,  its  field  of  operation  and  its  resources ;  and  such 
was  his  influence  that  this  visit  was  counted  upon  by 
many  as  a  means  of  checking  the  discontent  in  the  army 
and  among  the  people,  due  to  tlie  disappointments  of 
the  military  operations  just  closed.  It  is  difficult  to 
state  how  for  these  anticipations  were  realized  as  regards 
the  people,  but  they  were  fully  realized  as  regards  the 
army,  for  the  enthusiasm  which  his  presence  and  cheer- 
ing words  created  gave  an  assurance  of  a  greater  success 
than  was  to  be  attained  in  the  battle  soon  to  be  fought 
at  Murf  reesboro. 

In  this  battle,  as  at  Pcrryville,  there  was  desperate 
fighting  on  both  sides,  great  carnage,  and  a  result  hardly 
proportionate  to  the  loss  involved. 

But  we  leave  the  battle  in  its  details  to  the  general  his- 
torian. Our  duty  will  be  confined  to  mentioning  such 
general  matter  connected  with  it  as  may  be  necessary 
to  explain  the  part  taken  in  it  by  the  forces  imder 
General  Polk. 

General  Eosecrans  moved  on  Morfreesboro  with  46,940 
men,  and  fought  the  battle  with  43,400. 

The  army  under  him  was  divided  into  three  corps : 
General  McCook's,  consisting  of  three  divisions,  under 
Johnston,  Davis,  and  Sheridan ;  General  Thomas's,  con- 
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Eistiiig  of  two  divisions,  under  Negley  and  RouBsean ; 
and  General  Crittenden's,  composed  of  three  divisions, 
under  "Wood,  Palmer,  and  Van  Cleve. 

General  Bra^s  array  was  divided  into  two  corps  of 
two  divisions  each,  commanded  by  Generals  Polk  and 
Hardee;  a  reserve  division  of  three  brigades  under 
General  McCown ;  and  the  cavalry  under  Generals 
Wheeler,  Wharton,  and  Pcgram :  the  whole  number- 
ing 37,712  men,— about  10,000  men  less  than  the  force 
opposed  to  him  during  the  campaign.  This  differ- 
ence in  the  relative  nimiber  of  the  forces  sbonld  be 
borne  in  mind,  because  the  statement  that  General 
Rosecrans  fonght  the  battle  with  43,400  men  might  be 
construed  as  indicating  the  number  employed  through- 
out the  movement.  Such  was  not  the  case,  however, 
the  actual  number  brought  to  bear  at  Murfreesboro 
being  46,940, 

The  Federal  army  occupied  Nashville,  its  right  extend- 
ing toward  Franklin  and  its  left  toward  Lebanon.  Gen- 
eral Brag's  center  was  at  Murfreesboro  under  General 
Polk,  his  right  at  Eeedyville  under  General  McCown, 
and  his  left  at  Triune  and  EBgleville  under  General 
Hiu^ee.  Such  was  the  situation  of  the  armies  when 
information  was  received,  on  the  26tb  of  December,  tJiat 
Bosecrans  was  advancing.  This  was  soon  made  evident 
by  heavy  demonstrations  upon  the  outposts. 

General  Brag^  having  decided  to  accept  battle  and  to 
defend  Murfreesboro,  all  the  forces  were  concentrated  at 
that  point  by  the  28th, 

The  position  the  commanding  general  of  the  Confed- 
erate forces  determined  to  occupy,  and  from  which  to 
assume  the  offensive,  seems  to  have  been  more  favorable 
to  the  enemy  than  to  the  troops  under  him.  Hardee,  in 
hifi  report,  says  of  it : 
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The  field  of  battie  offered  no  peculiar  advantages  for 
defense.  The  open  fields  beyond  the  town  being  fringed  with 
dense  cedar  brakes,  which  ofFered  excellent  shelter  for  ap- 
proaching infantry,  and  was  almost  impervious  to  artillery. 
The  country  <m  every  side  was  entirely  open  and  accessible  to 
theenen^. 

The  field  thuB  described  lay  sotne  two  and  a  lialf  mileK 
northwest  of  Murfreesboro,  and  was  intei-sected  by  tliree 
turnpike  roads,  known  respectively  as  tlic  Trinne  or 
Franklin  road,  the  Wilkinson  and  the  Nashville  roads. 
Stono  River,  between  the  town  and  the  battlefield,  flows 
through  low  banks  of  limestone,  which  are  steep  and 
in  Bome  places  difficult  to  pass,  and  it  gradually  trends 
to  the  nortb  as  a  tributary  of  the  Cumberland.  At  tlie 
beginning  of  the  battle  this  stream  could  be  forded  at 
any  point  without  difficulty  by  infantry,  but  the  usual 
winter  rains  of  the  region  would  swell  it  in  a  few  hours 
to  an  impassable  torrent  —  a  fact  that  was  soon  to  be 
realized. 

Owing  to  a  wide  bend  which  it  made  opposite  tlic 
town,  Stone  River  may  be  said  to  have  covered  the  rear 
and  the  right  of  the  position  ultimately  taken  by  General 
Bragg,  and  upon  which  the  battle  was  cliiefly  fought. 

A  reference  to  the  map  will  show  that  the  railroad  to 
Nashville,  aff*r  crossing  the  river,  ran  alongside  of  it 
for  some  twelve  hundred  yards,  then,  owing  to  a  shar]) 
turn  of  the  stream  to  the  east,  the  relation  was  lost.  At 
the  point  of  divergence  the  raUroad  traftk,  nmuing 
through  a  deep  cut,  was  not  more  than  one  hundred 
yards  from  the  river,  whose  banks  just  here  happened 
to  he  highest  on  the  west  side  (the  side  of  the  railroad). 
With  this  river  bluff  on  the  one  side,  and  the  deep  rail- 
road cut  on  the  other,  the  narrow  intervening  space 
could  be  easily  held  by  a  resolute  force.     It  was  here 
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that  Oeneral  Rosecrans  placed  his  left,  and  it  waa  Ods 
point  which  determined  the  battle  in  his  favor. 

At  the  time  of  the  battle  this  space  was  covered  with 
forest  trees,  which  extended  tlience  as  for  as  the  Nash- 
ville turnpike,  some  one  hundred  yards  to  the  west.  It 
is  called  in  ofRcial  reports  the  "  Bound  Forest,"  but  was 
known  to  the  soldiers  as  "  Hell's  Half  Acre." 

General  Bosecnuis  completed  bis  formation  on  the 
afternoon  of  December  30.  His  left  rested  upon  Stone 
River  at  the  Round  Forest,  extending  a  little  to  the  east 
of  the  forest  along  the  river-bank,  which  here  overlooked 
the  opposite  shore.  The  line  extended  thence  in  a  south- 
.  westerly  direction  a<iross  the  Nashville  and  Wilkinstm 
turnpikes  to  the  Franklin  road,  along  which  it  ran  fur 
a  short  distance,  and  then  turned  west  and  rested  upon 
the  southern  side  of  this  latter  road.  With  its  right 
thus  well  refused  and  its  left  resting  upon  the  river,  the 
position  of  the  Federal  army  seemed  reasonably  secure ; 
and,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  it  had  to  conform  to  the 
Confederate  line  already  formed,  it  was  well  placed. 
McCook's  eoips  with  three  divisions  held  the  right, 
Thomas  with  two  divisions  held  the  center,  and  Ciitten- 
den  with  three  divisions  the  left.  General  Eoseernns 
planned  to  hold  his  right  in  position  and  attack  with  his 
left,  crossing  the  river  for  that  purpose.  General  Bragg 
the  same  night  planned  to  hold  his  right  in  position  and 
attack  with  his  left.  The  one  that  struck  first  would 
probably  be  the  ()ne  to  carry  out  his  plan.  On  the  morn- 
ing of  the  31st  both  moved  about  the  same  time,  but  ns 
Genera]  Bragg  had  the  shorter  distance  to  go  his  blow 
fell  first.  From  that  time  on  General  Kosecrans  had  to 
conform  his  plan  of  action  to  General  Bragg's.  He  did 
it  so  well  that  ultimately  he  held  the  field,  and  if  he 
had  never  done  anything  else  his  conduct  at  Mortrees- 
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boro  should  secure  him  a  high  place  as  a  commanding 
general. 

These  general  considerations  are  sufficient  as  an  intro- 
dnction  to  the  essential  paji»  of  General  Polk's  report  of 
the  engagement. 

On  the  evening  of  the  28th  my  brigades  atrock  their  tentc 
and  retired  their  baggage  trains  to  the  rear,  and  on  the  moni- 
ot  the  29th  they  were  placed  in  line  of  battle. 

As  the  brigade  composing  the  division  of  Uajor-Qeneral 
Withers  had  not  been  engaged  in  any  heavy  battles  unoe 
Shiloh,  I  placed  them  in  the  first  line.  They  extended  from 
the  river  near  the  intersection  of  the  Nasbyille  tuinpike  and 
raUroad,  Boatbward  across  the  Wilkinson  pike  to  the  Triune 
or  Frankhn  road,  in  a  line  irregular,  but  adapted  to  the 
topography. 

The  division  of  Uajor-Oeneral  Cheatham  Trae  posted  m  the 
rear  of  Major-General  Withers  as  a  supporting  force.  The 
divirion  of  Major-Gcneral  McCown,  of  Lienteuant-Qenerai 
Kirby  Smith's  army  corps,  was  in  prolongation  of  that  of 
Uajor-General  Withers  on  the  left,  having  that  of  Major- 
Qeneral  Cleburne,  of  Lieutenant- General  Hardee's  corps,  as 
its  supporting  force.  Major-Gcneral  Breckinridge's  dividon 
of  Lieutenant-General  Hardee's  corps  occupied  the  ground 
on  the  east  side  of  the  river,  in  the  Une  of  Major-Oeneral 
Withers  on  the  right. 

The  enemy  moved  forward,  and  our  outposts  fell  back 
slowly,  and  took  their  place  in  the  line  of  battie  on  the  29th. 

On  the  30th,  in  order  to  discover  the  position  at  which  we 
proposed  to  offer  battle,  he  moved  up  cautiously,  shelling  his 
front  heavily  as  he  advanced. 

The  cannonading  was  responded  to  along  onr  line,  and  the 
theater  of  the  impending  conflict  was  speedy  determined. 

On  the  left  of  my  line  the  skirmishing  became  very  active, 
and  my  left  brigade's  front  and  rear  became  hotly  engaged 
with  the  line  which  was  being  formed  immediately  before 
them.  The  enemy  pressed  forward  very  heavily,  with  both  ar- 
tillery and  infantry,  and  a  sharp  contest  ensued,  in  which  he 
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attempted  with  seveial  laments  to  take  one  of  m;  batt«rie8 
by  aaeanlt,  Irat  was  repulsed  in  the  most  decitdTe  tnatmer. 

In  the  preliminary  onBst  many  lives  were  h>8t  on  both  sides. 
It  was,  from  its  severity,  an  introdaction  to  the  great  battle 
of  the  ensuing  day,  &nd  prepared  our  troops  for  the  work 
before  them.  Twilight  following  eoou  after,  the  enemy  set- 
tled around  his  bivouac  fires  for  the  night. 

Orders  were  issued  by  the  general  commanding  to  attack  in 
the  morning  at  daybreak.  The  attack  was  to  be  made  by 
the  extreme  left,  and  the  whole  line  was  ordered  to  swing 
aroand  from  left  to  right  upon  my  right  brigade  as  a  pivot. 

Uaior-General  Breckinridge,  on  the  extreme  right  and 
across  the  river,  was  to  hold  the  enemy  in  observation  on 
that  flank. 

At  the  appointed  time  the  battle  opened,  evidently  to  the 
enrprise  of  the  opporang  army.  Major-General  HcCown, 
who  was  acting  under  the  orders  of  Lieutenant-Oeneral 
Hardee,  was  upon  them  before  they  were  prepared  to  receive 
him.  He  captured  several  batteries  and  one  brigadier-gen- 
eral, wounded  another,  and  drove  three  brigades— those 
composing  the  division  of  Brigadier-General  Johnston— in 
confusion  before  him. 

He  was  followed  quickly  by  Major-General  Clebome.aB  a 
supporting  force,  who  occupied  the  space  left  vacant  by 
the  forward  movement  of  McCown,  between  the  left  of  my 
front  line  and  McCown's  right.  Opposing  him  in  that  space 
was  the  right  half  of  the  second  division  of  Major-General 
HcCook's  corps,  under  command  of  Brigadier-General  Jeffer- 
son C.  Davis,  to  confront  which  he  had  to  wheel  to  the  right, 
as  the  ri^t  of  General  MeCook's  corps  was  slightly  refused. 
Cleburne's  attack,  following  bo  soon  on  that  of  McCown, 
caught  the  force  in  his  front  also  not  alt4%ether  prepared, 
and  the  vigor  of  the  assault  was  so  intonse  that  they  too 
yielded  and  were  driven. 

Major-General  Withers's  left  was  opposed  to  the  left  half  of 
General  Davis's  division,  and  to  the  whole  of  General  Sheri- 
dan's, commanding  the  Third  and  remaining  division  of 
General  MoCook's  corps.     The  enemy's  right  was  strongly 
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posted  on  a  ridge  of  rooks,  with  chasmB  interrening,  and  cov- 
ered  with  a  dense  growth  of  rough  cedars.  Being  advised  of 
the  attack  he  was  to  expect  hy  the  fierce  ooDt«et  which  was 
being  waged  on  his  ri^t,  he  was  fully  prepared  for  the  on- 
set, and  this  notice  and  the  strength  of  hie  positiou  enabled 
him  to  offer  a  strong  resistance  to  Witbere,  whose  duty  it  was 
to  move  next. 

Colonel  Loomis,  who  commanded  the  left  brigade,  moved  np 
with  energy  and  spirit  to  the  attack.  He  was  wounded,  and 
was  succeeded  by  Colonel  Coltart.  The  enemy  met  tlic  ad- 
vance with  firmness,  but  was  forced  to  yield.  An  accession 
of  force  enabled  him  to  recover  his  position,  aad  its  great 
strength  enabled  him  to  hold  it.  Coltart,  after  a  gallant 
chaise  and  a  sharp  contest,  fell  back  and  was  replaced  by 
Colonel  Vaughn  of  Major-General  Cheatham's  division  of 
the  rear  line.  Vanghu,  notwithstanding  the  difficulties  of  the 
grotmd,  charged  the  position  with  great  energy,  bat  the 
en«i^,  entrenched  behind  stones  covered  by  the  thick  woods, 
oould  not  be  moved,  and  Vaughn  also  was  repulsed. 

This  caused  a  loss  of  time,  and  Cleburne's  divi^on,  press- 
ing forward,  reached  a  point  where  Davis's  batteries,  still 
unmoved,  by  wheeling  to  the  right  enfiladed  it.'  Colonel 
Vaughn  was  speedily  reoi^nized  and  returned  to  the  assault, 
and  in  conjunction  with  Colonel  Coltart  drove  at  the  posi- 
tion with  resistless  courage  and  cnet^;  and,  although  their 
losses  were  very  heavy,  the  enemy  could  not  bear  up  against 
the  onset.  He  was  dislodged  and  driven  with  the  rest  of  the 
flying  battalions  of  MoCook's  corps. 

The  brigade  lost  one  third  of  all  its  forces.  It  captured  two 
of  the  enemy's  field-guns. 

The  brigade  of  Colonel  Manigault,  which  was  immediately 
on  the  right  of  that  of  Colonel  Coltart,  followed  the  move- 

I  WbUe  CheathKDi  wms  making  these  asiaulls  npoD  Davis,  Qeneml 
Hardee  preued  forward,  and  his  ri)[htlluik  became  exposed  lAtheBrp  of 
a  brigade  which  Davie  hod  here  refuBed.  Hardee  reported  the  fact  to 
Qeneral  Bmgg.  who,  unaware  of  tlic  cause,  Inferred  that  Cheatham  had 
not  attacked.  He  wrote  his  report  before  he  received  those  of  his  corpt 
»nd  division  conHuanders,  and  In  this  way  perpetuated  tlie  error. 
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ment  of  the  Utter  according  to  inatrtictiona.  Bat  &a  Coltui 
ftiiled  in  the  first  onset  to  drive  Davie's  left,  Maniganlt,  after 
daahimg  forward  and  pressing  the  enemy's  line, — Sheridan's 
division, — in  his  front,  baek  upon  his  second  Une,  ■■wba  bronght 
under  a  very  heavy  fire  of  srtillerv  from  two  batteries  on  his 
right,  supported  by  a  heavy  infantry  force.  He  was  there- 
fore compelled  to  fall  back. 

In  this  charge  the  brigade  suffered  severely,  sustaining  a 
heavy  loss  in  ofBcers  and  men;  but  the  gallant  Sonth  Caro- 
linian returned  to  the  charge  a  second  and  a  third  time,  and, 
being  aided  by  the  brigade  of  General  Maney,  of  the  second 
line,  which  came  to  his  relief  with  its  heavy  Napoleon  guns 
and  a  deadly  fire  of  musketry,  the  enemy  gave  way  and  joined 
his  comrades  on  the  right,  in  their  precipitate  retreat  across 
the  Wilkinson  pike.  This  movement  dislodged  and  drove 
back  Sheridan's  division,  and  completed  the  forcing  of  the 
whole  of  MeCook's  eorps  oat  of  its  line  of  battle  and  placed 
it  in  full  retreat.  The  enemy  left  one  of  Mb  batteries,  of 
four  gnus,  on  the  field,  which  fell  into  the  hands  of  Maney's 
brigade.  .  .  . 

The  front  of  Man^ult  and  Maney  being  free,  they  swung 
round  with  our  lines  on  the  left,  and  joined  in  presmng  the 
enemy  and  his  reinforcements  in  the  cedar-brake. 

At  9  A.H.  Brigadier- General  Patton  Anderson,  on  Mani- 
gault's  right,  moved  in  conjunction  with  this  brigade  upon 
the  Une  in  its  front.  That  line  rested  with  its  right  near  the 
Wilkinson  pike,  and  is  understood  to  have  been  General 
Negley's  division  of  General  Thomas's  corps,  which  consti- 
tuted the  center  of  the  enemy's  line  of  battle.  This  division, 
with  tiiat  of  Bonssean  in  reserve,  was  posted  on  the  edge  of  a 
dense  cedar-brake,  with  an  open  space  in  front,  and  occu- 
pied a  position  of  strength  not  inferior  to  that  held  by  Davis's 
^ .  left.  His  batteries,  which  occupied  oommanding  positions  and 
enabled  hiin  to  sweep  the  open  field  in  his  front,  were  served 
with  admirable  skill  and  vigor,  and  were  strongly  supported. 
Anderson  moved  forward  with  his  brigade  with  firmness  and 
deciaon.  The  Are  of  tiie  enemy,  of  both  artillery  and  infantry, 
was  terrific,  and  his  left  for  a  moment  wavered.    Such  evl- 


n,g,t,7.dt,'G00glc 


186        CAPTURE  OF  FEDERAL  BATTBBIES.     [1862 

denoea  of  deBtrnctive  firing  as  were  left  on  the  forest  from 
which  this  hrigade  emer^d  h&ve  rarely,  if  ever,  been  seen. 
The  timber  was  torn  and  crashed.  Nothing  but  a  charge 
could  meet  the  demands  of  the  oooadon.  Orders  were  ^ren 
to  take  the  batteries  at  all  hazards,  and  it  was  done.  They 
were  carried  in  gallant  style.  Artillerists  were  captured  at 
their  pieoee,  a  large  number  of  whom,  and  of  their  infantry 
supports,  were  killed  npon  the  spot,  and  one  company  entire, 
with  its  ofScers  and  colors,  was  captured.  The  number  of 
fleld-guns  oaptnred  in  Uiia  movement  was  eight,  which  to- 
gether with  fonr  others,  from  which  the  gunners  bad  been 
driven  by  the  heavy  firing  from  Mauey's  long-range  guns  and 
Manigault's  musketry  on  the  left,  made  twelve  taken  on  that 
part  of  the  field.  This  was  one  of  the  points  at  which  we 
encountered  the  most  determined  opposition,  but  the  onward 
movement  of  the  Miggissippians  and  Alabamans  was  irresist- 
ible, and  they  swept  the  enemy  before  them,  driving  him  into 
the  dense  cedar-brake  to  join  the  extending  line  of  fugitives. 

This  work,  however,  was  not  done  without  a  heavy  loss  of 
officers  and  men. 

The  supporting  brigade  of  Cteneral  Anderson,  commanded 
by  Brigadier-Qeneral  Stewart,  moved  with  that  of  Anderson. 
It  was  ordered  by  the  divimon  commander,  Major-Gen  eral 
Withers,— who  was  in  command  of  Major-Oeneral  Cheatham's 
two  right  brigades,  as  Major-General  Cheatham  was  of  his 
two  left, —  to  move  to  the  support  of  the  left  regiments  of 
Anderson,  which  were  pressed.  Those  regimenta,  which  had 
suffered  greatly,  he  replaced,  and,  moving  forward,  attacked 
the  enemy  and  his  reinforcements  on  Anderson's  left  After 
strong  resistance  they  were  driven  back,  shattered  and  in 
confusion,  to  join  the  hosts  of  their  flying  comrades  in  their 
retreat  through  the  cedars.  In  their  flight  they  left  two  of 
their  field-guns,  which  fell  into  the  hands  of  Stewart's  brigades. 

Biigadier-Genera)  Chalmers's  brigade,  the  remaining  one  of 
those  constituting  my  front  line,  whose  right  flank  rested  on 
the  river,  was  the  last  to  move.  This  brigade,  owing  to  its 
position  in  the  line,  was  called  on  to  encounter  a  measure  of 
personal  soffering  from  exposure  beyond  that  of  any  other  in 
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m;  ooriM.  The  part  of  the  line  that  it  occupied  la;  across  an 
open  field,  in  full  view  of  the  enemy,  and  in  range  of  his  field- 
gaaa.  It  had  thrown  np  a  alight  rifle-pit  behind  whioh  it  was 
placed,  and  to  eecape  observation  it  was  necessaiy  for  it  to 
he  dovn  and  abstain  from  bnildin^  flres.  In  this  position  it  re- 
mained awtuting  the  opening  of  the  battle  for  more  than  forty- 
eight  hours,  wet  with  rain  and  chilled  with  cold;  added  to 
this  the  enemy's  shot  and  shell  were  constantly  pasrang  oyer 
it.  Not  a  mnnunr  of  discontent  was  heard  to  escape  those 
who  composed  it.  They  exhibited  the  highest  capacity  of 
endurance  and  ftmmess  in  the  most  discouraging  circum- 
stances. 

In  its  front  lay  the  right  of  Brigadier-General  Palmer's 
divinon  of  Major-Qeneral  Crittenden's  corps,  which  consti- 
tated  the  left  wing  of  the  enemy's  line  of  battle. 

The  general  movement  from  Uie  left  having  reached  Chal- 
mers's brigade  at  ten  o'clock,  it  was  ordered  to  the  attack,  and 
its  reserve,  under  Brigadier-General  Donelson,  was  directed 
to  move  forward  with  support.  The  charge  was  made  in  fine 
style,  and  met  by  the  enemy,  who  was  strongly  posted  in  the 
edge  of  the  cedar-brake,  with  a  murderous  fire  of  artillery 
and  infantry.  In  this  charge  their  brigade  commander.  Gen- 
eral Chalmers,  was  severely  wounded  by  a  shell,  which  dis- 
qualified him  for  further  duty  on  the  field.  The  regwients 
on  the  left  recoiled  and  fell  back;  those  <rf  the  right  were 
moved  to  the  left  to  hold  their  place,  and  were  pressed  for- 
ward. The  brigade  of  General  Donelson,  having  been  ordered 
forward  to  Chalmers's  support,  moved  with  steady  step  upon 
the  enemy's  position,  and  attacked  it  with  great  eiiei^.  The 
slaught«r  was  terrific  on  both  sides  in  tbib  char^,  which  re- 
sulted in  breaking  the  enemy's  line  at  every  point  except  at  his 
extreme  left,  and  driving  him  as  every  other  part  of  his  lines 
attacked  had  been  driven.  Donelson  reports  the  capture  of 
eleven  guns  and  about  one  thousand  prisoners.  The  regi- 
ments of  Chalmers's  brigade,  having  been  separated  after  he 
fell,  moved  forward  and  attached  themselves  to  other  com- 
mands, fighting  with  them  with  gallantry  as  opportunity 
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There  vas  no  instanoe  of  more  distinguished  bravery  ex- 
hibited duriitg  the  battle  than  was  shown  by  the  oommand 
ot  General  Doneleon,  In  the  chaz^  which  it  made  it  was 
brought  direetiy  under  the  Are  of  several  batteries  strongly 
posted  and  supported,  which  it  assaulted  with  eager  resolu- 
tion. Ail  the  line  in  the  front  was  carried  except  the  extreme 
right 

This  point,  which  was  the  key  to  the  enemy's  position,  and 
was  known  as  the  Bound  Forest,  was  attacked  by  the  right 
of  the  brigade.  It  was  met  by  a  fire  from  artillery  and 
musketry,  which  mowed  down  more  than  half  its  number. 
The  16th  Regiment  Tennessee  Volunteers,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Colonel  John  H.  Savage,  lost  207  out  of  402.  It 
conld  not  advance  and  would  not  retire.  Their  colonel,  with 
characteristic  bravery  and  tenacity,  deployed  what  was  left  of 
hifi  command  as  skirmishers,  and  held  his  position  for  three 
hours.  In  the  8th  Tennessee,  of  the  right  wing,  under  the 
lamented  Colonel  Moore,  who  fell  mortally  wounded,  and  who 
was  succeeded  by  Lieutenant- Colonel  J.  H.  Anderson,  the 
loss  was  306  men  and  officers  out  of  425. 

The  enemy  was  now  driven  from  the  field  at  all  points  oc- 
cupied by  him  la  the  morning,  along  his  whole  line  from  his 
right  to  his  extreme  left,  and  was  pressed  back  until  our  line 
occupied  a  position  at  right  angles  to  that  which  wtLS  held  at 
the  opening  of  the  battle.  After  passing  the  Nashville  and 
Murfreesboro  turnpike,  his  flight  was  met  by  large  bodies  of 
fresh  troops  and  numerous  batteries  of  artillery,  and  the  ad- 
vance of  our  exhausted  columns  was  checked. 

His  extreme  loft  alone  held  its  position.  This  occupied  a 
piece  of  ground  well  cliosen  and  defended,  the  river  being  on 
the  one  hand  and  a  deep  railroad  cut  on  the  other.  It  was 
held  by  a  strong  force  of  artillery  and  infantry,  well  sup- 
ported by  a  reserve  composed  of  Brigadier- General  Wood's 
division. 

My  last  reserve  having  been  exhausted,  the  brigades  of 
Major-General  Breckinridge's  division  and  a  small  brigade  of 
General  J.  K.  Jackson's,  posted  to  guard  our  right  flank,  were 
the  only  troops  left  that  had  not  been  engaged.    Four  of  these 
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were  ordered  to  report  to  me.  They  came  in  detachments  of 
two  brigades  each,  the  first  arriving  near  two  hours  after  Dou- 
elson's  attack,  the  other  about  an  hour  after  the  flnt  The 
commanders  of  these  detachments — the  first  composed  of  the 
brigades  of  Generals  Adams  and  Jaokson,  the  second  (under 
General  Breckinridge  in  person)  consisting  of  the  brigade  of 
General  Preston  and  Colonel  Palmer— had  pointed  out  to 
them  the  particular  object  to  be  accomplished,  to  wit:  to  drive 
in  the  enemy's  left,  and  especially  to  dislodge  him  from  his 
position  in  the  Round  Forest.  Unfortunately,  the  opportune 
moment  for  patting  in  these  detachments  had  passed. 

Could  they  have  been  thrown  upon  the  enemy's  left,  im- 
mediately following  Chalmers's  and  Donelson's  assault,  in 
quick  succession,  the  extraordinary  strength  of  his  position 
would  have  availed  him  nothing.  That  point  would  have 
been  carried,  and  his  left,  driven  back  on  his  panic-stricken 
right,  would  have  completed  his  confusion  and  ensured  an 
utter  rout.  It  was,  however,  otherwise,  and  the  time  lost 
between  Donelson's  attack  and  the  coming  up  of  these  de- 
tachments in  succession  enabled  tlie  enemy  to  recover  his 
self-possession,  to  mass  a  number  of  heavy  batteries,  and  con- 
centrate a  strong  infantry  force  on  the  position,  and  thus 
make  a  successful  attack  very  difficult.  Nevertheless  the 
brigades  of  Adams  and  Jackson  assailed  the  enemy's  line 
with  energy,  and  after  a  severe  combat  wore  compelled  to  fall 
back.  They  were  promptly  rallied  by  General  Breckinridge, 
who,  having  preceded  his  other  bri^des,  reached  the  ground 
at  that  moment;  but  as  they  were  very  much  out  up  they 
were  not  required  to  renew  the  attack. 

The  brigades  of  Preston  and  Palmer,  on  arriving,  renewed 
the  assault  with  the  same  andaunted  determination,  bat  as 
another  battery  had  been  added,  since  the  previous  attack,  to 
a  position  already  strong  and  difficult  of  access,  this  assault 
\)ras  alike  ineffectual.  The  enemy,  though  not  driven  from 
his  position,  was  severely  punished,  and  as  the  day  was  far 
spent  it  was  not  deemed  advisable  to  renew  the  atta<^k  that 
evening,  and  the  troops  held  the  line  they  occupied  for  the 
night.    The  following  morning,  instead  of  finding  him  in 
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poaitioii  to  receive  a  renewal  of  the  attack,  showed  tliat, 
taking  advantage  of  the  night,  he  had  abandoned  the  last 
position  of  bis  first  line,  and  the  opening  of  tlie  new  year 
found  OS  masters  of  the  field. 

The  battle  of  the  31st  of  December  developed,  in  all  parts 
of  the  field  which  came  under  my  observation,  the  highest 
qoalitiea  of  the  soldier  among  onr  troops.  The  promptness 
with  which  they  moved  upon  the  enemy  whenever  they  were 
called  to  attack  him,  the  vigor  and  ilan  with  which  their 
movements  were  made,  the  energy  with  which  they  assaulted 
his  strong  positions,  and  the  readiness  with  which  they  re- 
sponded to  the  call  to  repeat  their  assaults,  indicated  a  spirit 
of  dauntless  courage  which  places  them  in  the  very  front 
rank  of  the  soldiers  of  tie  world.  For  the  exhibition  of  these 
high  trwta  they  are  not  a  Uttie  indebl«d  to  the  exmnple  of 
their  ofQcers,  whose  courage  and  energy  had  won  their  uonfl- 
dence  and  admiration. 

The  1st  of  January  passed  withont  any  material  movement 
on  either  side,  beyond  occacdonol  skirmishing  along  the  Unes 
in  our  front.  I  ordered  Chalmers's  brigade,  now  commanded 
by  Colonel  Whit«,  to  ooonpy  the  gronnd  in  rear  of  the  Round 
Forest  just  abandoned  by  the  enemy.  This  it  did,  first  driv- 
ing out  his  pickets. 

On  the  2d  there  was  skirmishing  during  the  morning.  In 
the  afternoon,  about  three  o'clock.  General  Bragg  anuounced 
fais  intention  to  attack  the  enemy,  who  was  supposed  to  be  in 
force  on  the  north  dde  of  the  river,  and  ordered  me  to  relieve 
two  of  General  Breckinridge's  brigades,  which  were  stilt  in 
my  front,  and  send  them  over  to  that  ofBcer,  who  had  re- 
turned to  his  post,  as  he  proposed  to  make  the  attack  with 
the  troops  ot  Breckinridge's  divinon.  I  issued  the  necessary 
orders  at  once,  and  the  troops  were  transferred  as  directed. 
The  general  commanding  ordered  me  also  to  open  fire  with 
three  batteries,  which  had  been  placed  in  Chalmers's  line,  to 
distract  the  enemy  at  the  time  of  Breckinridge's  attack,  and 
to  shell  out  of  the  woods  which  covered  his  line  of  move- 
ment any  sliarpshooters  who  might  annoy  him  while  ap- 
proaching the  river. 
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The  Bhelling  ordered,  which  waa  to  be  the  dgoal  for  Breck- 
inridge's advanoe,  waa  promptly  execnled,  ftud  the  woods 
were  cleared.  Of  the  particulars  of  this  movement  Qeneral 
Breckinridge  will  speak  in  his  own  report. 

When  the  firit^  of  my  batteries  was  opened  as  above,  there 
was  a  forward  movement  of  the  enemy's  infantry  npon  my 
pickets  in  the  Round  Forest,  and  a  sharp  conflict  which  lasted 
for  some  time  and  ended  in  the  enemy  regaining  possession 
of  the  forest.  The  position  being  of  much  vtdne  to  as,  I 
foimd  it  necessary  to  regain  it,  and  gave  the  reqoirate  orders. 
On  the  following  morning  I  ordered  a  heavy  flre  of  artiUery 
from  several  batteries  to  open  npon  it,  and,  after  it  had 
been  thoroughly  shelled,  detachments  from  the  brigades  of 
Colonels  White  and  Coltart  charged  it  with  the  bayonet  at 
double  quick  and  put  the  enemy  to  flight,  clearing  it  of  his 
regimenta,  and  capturing  a  lieutenant-colonel  and  thirteen 

The  enemy,  however,  knew  the  importance  of  the  position 
also,  and  was  occupied  during  the  day  in  throwing  up  earth- 
works for  the  protection  of  batteries  within  reach. 

These  being  completed,  he  reopened  fire  from  three  points, 
with  batteries  of  heavy  guns,  and  placed  it  under  a  concen- 
trated fire  for  many  minutes.  It  was  a  severe  ordeal,  and 
was  followed  by  a  charge  of  a  heavy  tana  of  infantry.  But 
our  gallant  troops  met  the  advance  with  firmness,  and  after  a 
severely  contested  straggle  drove  back  the  advancing  oolunm 
with  slaughter  and  held  possession  of  the  coveted  position. 

This  contest  closed  the  operations  of  my  corps  in  the  field  - 
in  front  of  Murfreesboro. 

By  orders  from  the  general  commanding,  after  being  eight 
days  under  arms  and  in  actual  battle  of  heavy  skirmishing, 
in  the  rain  and  cold,  without  tents,  and  much  of  the  time 
without  fires,  my  troops  were  retired  from  the  field,  and 
ordered  to  take  a  position  near  ShelbyviUe.  This  they  did  at 
their  leisure  and  in  perfectly  good  order. 

In  all  the  operations  in  which  they  were  engaged  no  ttoapi 
ever  displayed  greater  gallantry  or  higher  powera  of  endur- 
ance.   They  captured  1500  prisonera  and  26  gons. 
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A  reference  to  the  report  of  General  Hardee  will  show 
the  brilliant  work  accomplished  by  his  two  divisions 
upon  the  right  flank  and  rear  of  the  Federal  army.  He 
carried  everything  before  him  from  the  left  forward  and 
to  the  right,  until,  in  conjunction  with  Polk,  the  Federal 
army  was  forced  back  to  a  position  at  right  angles  to 
that  which  it  occupied  at  the  beginning  of  the  battle. 

It  is  true  that  he  met  with  less  resistance  than  Oen- 
eral  Polk,  yet  but  for  the  masterly  handling  of  his  divi- 
sions Polk's  success  would  have  fallen  short  of  what  he 
actually  accomplished. 

General  Polk's  advance  was  an  unremitting  contest 
all  through  tlie  day  till  late  in  the  afternoon.  Attack- 
ing from  left  to  right  successively,  his  enemy,  strongly 
posted,  and  warned  by  the  approaching  roar  of  battle, 
was  always  ready  to  receive  him,  whether  attacked  upon 
front  or  flank.  Driving  before  it  such  stubborn  fighters 
as  Sheridan  and  Thomas,  his  corps  made  a  magnificent 
display  of  enduring  courage  from  one  end  of  its  line  to 
the  other.  Finally,  emerging  from  the  cedars,  it  alhed 
itself  with  its  companion  corps,  and  together  they  bore 
down  upon  the  new  line  to  which  the  Federal  army  had 
been  driven.  This  line,  placed  along  the  cover  of  the' 
railroad  track,  had  been  constructed  by  General  Eose- 
crans  with  marvelous  rapidity  and  dexterity.  Placing 
his  reserves,  he  supported  them  with  his  artillery,  and 
as  his  broken  divisions  emerged  from  the  cedars  he  gave 
them  this  nucleus  upon  which  they  were  speedily  aligned. 
Here  he  offered  such  stubborn  resistance  that  Polk  and 
Hardee  could  go  no  farther.  But,  in  spite  of  all  this, 
victory  might  have  still  been  won  could  General  Bm^ 
have  utilized  his  reserves  as  General  Rosecrans  had  done 
his.  General  Bragg  did  not  fail  to  see  the  necesaty  for 
snch  action,  and  had  he  done  so  Polk  and  Hardee  would 
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have  warned  him.  Hardee  asked  for  Breekinridge  upon 
the  left  flank  early  in  the  action,  and  Polk,  seeing  the 
Btrength  of  the  Federal  position  at  the  Round  Forest, 
upon  two  separate  occasions,  and  in  ample  time  before 
he  attacked,  asked  that  Breekinridge  might  be  sent  hJTn 
for  nse  at  that  point.  Could  the  Federal  line  have  been 
dislodged  here  before  two  o'clock,  it  is  difficult  to  believe 
that  it  could  have  maintained  any  position  in  front  of 
General  Bragg's  army  that  day. 

Breckinridge,  however,  could  not  be  sent  forward  in 
time.  He  was  held  back  because  of  erroneous  reports 
as  to  the  presence  of  a  laz^  body  of  the  enemy  upon  the 
east  side  of  Stone  River,  and  when  he  arrived  General 
Polk  had  already  sliattei-ed  his  right  upon  the  coveted 
position,  leaving  Rosecrans,  better  prepared  than  ever, 
to  continue  the  reBJstance.  The  erroneous  reports 
which  thus  aided  so  materially  in  the  discomfiture  of  the 
Confederate  army  were  the  outcome  of  the  absence  of 
Moi^n's  cavalry,  which  had  so  reoeutly  been  sent  int^t 
Kentucky.  Its  presence  would  have  pven  sufHcient 
cavalry  force  to  make  clear  the  situation  end  thus  relieve 
Breckinridge. 

The  question  has  been  raised  as  to  why  a  heavy  force 
of  artillery  was  not  concentrated  upon  the  Round  Forest 
early  in  the  morning  of  the  battle.  The  guus  of  the 
brigades  contiguous  to  the  position  were  used  against  it, 
and,  as  it  turned  out,  many  others  might  have  been ;  but 
it  is  to  be  remembered  that  the  batteries  were  acting  with 
the  brigades  and  were  placed  in  line  with  them,  to  make 
sure  of  proper  support  in  the  advance.  These  batteries 
endeavored  to  follow  their  commands,  and  some  suc- 
ceeded, but  many  of  them,  in  their  efforts  to  keep  pace 
with  tlie  advance,  became  entangled  in  the  cedar  thickets, 
and  ended  by  accomplishing  but  little. 
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The  action  on  the  east  side  of  the  river,  eoDducted  by 
General  Breckinridge  the  second  day  after  the  battle 
(January  2),  was  &a.  isolated  attack,  ordered  by  G«iieral 
Bragg  to  secure  a  podtion  occupied  by  the  enemy  the 
day  before,  and  from  which  it  was  feu^  General  Polk's 
right  might  be  enfiladed.  General  Polk  himself  did  not 
think  that  the  position  was  esbenti&l  to  his  protection, 
nor  bad  he  knowledge  of  the  design  to  secure  it  until 
General  Bragg  rode  over  to  his  line  to  watch  the  attack 
from  the  high  ground.  He  then  took  the  liberty  of  ad- 
vising against  it,  but  General  Bragg  thought  it  neces- 
sary, so  it  was  made.  The  attack  resulted  disastrously, 
which  made  it  imperative  to  weaken  the  force  on  the 
west  side  of  the  river.  General  Polk  first  sent  Ander- 
son's brigade,  which  arrived  in  time  to  cover  Breckin- 
ridge's retreat.  General  Hardee  followed  with  Cleburne, 
and  McCown  was  sent  over  some  time  after  dark. 

In  consequence  of  this  transfer  of  troops,  General 
Bragg  left  but  two  divisions  in  position  west  of  the  river 
with  which  to  oppose  the  Federal  anny,  nearly  all  of 
which  was  still  on  that  side  of  Stone  River.  Withers's 
division  had  sustained  a  loss  of  28^  per  cent,  in  the 
battle,  and  had  been  further  depleted  by  the  detaching 
of  Anderson's  brigade ;  and  Cheatliam's  division,  while 
it  remained  intact,  had  sustained  the  frightful  loss  of  36 
per  cent.,  so  that,  all  told,  but  7000  infantry  and  artillery 
remained  available  in  that  wing  of  General  Brag's 
army.  As  night  approached,  rain  began  to  fall,  and  it 
quickly  became  evident  that  the  river  would  be  unford- 
able  before  many  hours,  thus  making  very  difficult  any 
transfer  of  troops  that  might  be  required. 

Wlien  it  was  known  that  this  position  was  to  be  main- 
tained, nothing  but  the  most  implicit  confidence  in  Gen- 
eral Brag's  ability  to  conduct  the  battle  further  could 
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reconcile  Cheatham  and  Withers  to  the  wisdom  of  the 
decision.  What  they  heard  concerning  the  state  of 
Bre<^kinridge's  division  that  night,  and  knew  of  the 
condition. of  McCown's  and  Cleburne's,  who  had  just  been 
alongside  of  them,  did  not  tend  to  reassurance  upon  the 
general  situation.  In  the  absence,  then,  of  the  all-esseu- 
tial  confidence  in  the  eommtuiding  generaJ,  and  speaking 
only  for  themselves,  Cheatham  and  Withers  wrote  Gen- 
eral Bragg  at  12.15  a.u.,  January  3,  saying  that  they 
thoi^ht  the  army  should  be  put  promptly  in  retreat, 
adding: 

You  have  but  three  divisions  that  are  at  all  reliable,  and 
even  some  of  these  are  more  or  less  demomlized  from  having 
some  brigade  commanders  who  do  not  possess  the  confldenoe 
of  their  commaadB.  Such  is  our  opinion,  and  we  deem  it  a 
solemn  duty  to  express  it  to  you.  We  do  fear  great  disaster 
from  the  condition  of  things  now  existing,  and  think  it  should 
be  averted  if  possible. 

This  note  was  sent  through  the  corps  commander, 
General  Polk,  who  endorsed  upon  it : 

1.30  A.M.,  January  3. 
My  dear  General:  I  send  you  the  enclosed  paper  as  directed, 
and  I  am  compelled  to  add  that  after  seeing  the  effect  of  the 
operations  of  to-day,  added  to  that  produced  upon  the  troops 
by  the  battle  of  the  31st,  I  very  greatly  fear  the  consequences 
of  another  engagement  at  this  place  on  the  ensuing  day. 
We  could  now,  perhaps,  get  off  with  some  safety  and  with 
some  credit  if  the  affair  was  well  managed.  Should  we  fail 
in  the  meditated  attack,  the  consequence  might  be  very  dis- 
astrous. 

Hoping  you  may  be  guided  aright,  whatever  determina- 
tion you  may  reach, 

I  am  your  obedient  servant, 

L,  Polk. 
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Lientenaut  Richmoud,  Qeueral  Polk's  aide,  took  the 
note  to  General  Br^g,  who,  upon  reading  it,  replied, 
"Say  to  the  general  we  ^lall  maintain  our  position  at 
every  hazard." 

General  Polk  sent  the  correspondence  to  General 
Hardee  with  General  Bragg's  reply,  for  his  information, 
and  said :  "  I  think  the  dvcision  of  the  general  unwise, 
and,  am  compelled  to  add,  in  a  high  degree.  I  shall  of 
course  ohey  his  orders  and  endeavor  to  do  my  duty.  I 
think  it  due  you  to  let  you  know  tlie  views  of  myself 
and  my  two  division  commanders,  especially  as  we  all 
believe  the  conflict  will  be  severe  in  the  morning." 

The  hint  contained  in  General  Polk's  expression,  "after 
seeing  the  effei^t  of  the  operations  of  to-day,"  reveals  the 
real  reason  for  the  solicitude  which  he  and  others  felt 
concerning  the  situation  at  Murfreesboro.  Whether  the 
actual  state  of  affairs  in  the  army  justified  this  solicitude 
may  be  determined  by  referring  to  the  correspondence 
between  General  Bra^  and  his  corps  and  division  com- 
manders, which  took  place  soon  after  the  army  left 
Murfreesboro,  and  to  which  we  will  again  refer. 

At  ten  o'clock  on  the  following  day  General  Polk  met 
General  Hardee  at  army  headquarters.  General  Bragg 
then  stated  that  he  had  reason  to  believe  that  Rosecrans's 
Btrength  was  greater  than  he  had  at  first  supposed,  and 
as  he  was  then  rec«;iving  additional  reinforcements  he 
felt  that,  in  view  of  the  condition  of  his  own  army,  a 
retreat  should  be  made. 

In  this  General  Hardee  and  General  Polk  concurred, 
and  that  night  the  army  withdrew.  Hardee  marched  to 
TuUahoma  by  way  of  the  Manchester  road,  and  Polk 
retired  to  Shelbj-ville  on  Duck  River, 

General  Bragg  himself  rode  to  Winchester,  fifty  miles 
from  Murfreesboro,  where  he  established  his  headquor- 
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ters,  it  being  his  intention  to  place  Ms  army  upon  the 
line  of  the  Elt  River.  As  the  enemy  showed  no  dispo- 
sition to  press  forward,  however,  Polk  had  halt«d  at 
ShelbyviLe,  twenty  miles  from  Morfreesboro,  and  re- 
ported the  fact  to  General  Bra^.  He  was  then  directed 
to  remain  at  the  position.  Hardee  was  next  moved  up 
to  Wartrace,  and  army  headquarters  were  placed  at  Tul- 
lahoma.  This  disposition  of  the  forces  secured  Duck 
lliver  and  the  rich  country  through  which  it  ran,  as  the 
line  tor  the  army,  which,  in  view  of  the  barren  country 
soath  of  it,  proved  of  great  service  in  maintaining  it 
through  the  coming  six  months.  In  fact,  had  Duck 
River  been  given  up  to  the  enemy,  tlie  army  could  not 
have  been  fed  on  the  line  of  Uie  £Ik  more  thau  two- 
months. 

The  battle  of  Murfreesboro  was  fought  by  General 
Bragg  with  37,712  men  of  all  arms,  witli  a  loss  of  10,266, 
—  2y  |)ei'  cent.,  —  (if  which  only  981  were  missing,  the 
remainder  being  killed  or  wounded. 

In  Polk's  corps  the  percentage  of  loss  was  SIJ  per 
cent.,  of  wliich  but  135  were  missing.  The  loss  in 
Cheatham's  division  was  36  per  cent.,  with  but  65  miss- 
ing ;  tills  far  exceeded  the  loss  sustained  by  any  command 
in  either  army. 

In  Hardee's  corps  the  loss  was  295  per  cent.,  including 
583  missing.     McCown's  division  lost  21*  per  cent. 

General  Rosecrans,  conducting  the  campaign  with 
46,940  men  of  all  arms,  sustained  a  loss  of  13,249,  of 
wliich  3717  were  missing,  leaving  a  percentage  of  killed 
and  wounded  considerably  less  than  tliat  sustained  by 
his  opponent. 

There  appears  to  be  some  discrepancy  in  the  figures 
relating  to  the  missing  in  the  Federal  array,  because  the 
tabulated  statement  showing  the  number  of  prisoners 
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captured  by  General  Bragg  during  the  battle  places  the 
number  at  6273.'  Besides  this  number  of  prisoners, 
General  Bra^  secored  30  pieces  of  artillery,  9  stand  of 
colors,  and  6000  stand  of  small  aims. 

During  the  Civil  War  the  criticism  of  the  newspaper 
press  was  a  penalty  apphed  ruthlessly  to  the  commanding 
generals  of  both  armies.  General  Bra;gg  had  already 
received  a  good  share  consequent  upon  the  Kentucky 
campaign,  and,  the  retreat  from  Mor&eesboro  develop- 
ing it  afresh,  he  again  found  himself  a  shining  mark. 

Under  the  initation  of  this  spur  he  sent  the  following 
circular  letter  ^  to  his  corps  and  division  commanders : 

January  11, 1863. 

General:  Finding  myself  assailed  in  private  and  public,  by 
the  press,  in  private  circles,  by  ofBeere  and  citizens,  for  the 
movement  from  Murfreesboro,  whiob  was  resisted  by  me  for 
some  time  after  advised  by  my  corps  and  division  oommand- 
ers,  and  only  adopted  after  hearing  of  the  enemy's  reinforce- 
ments by  large  numbers  from  Kentucky,  it  becomes  neces- 
sary for  me  to  save  my  fair  name,  if  1  cannot  stop  the  deluge 
of  abuse  whieh  will  destroy  my  usefulness  and  demoralize 
this  army. 

It  has  come  to  my  knowledge  that  many  of  these  accusa- 
tions  and  insinuations  are  from  staff-officers  of  my  generals, 
who  persistently  assert  that  the  movement  was  made  against 
the  opinion  and  advice  of  their  chiefs,  and  while  the  enemy 
was  in  full  retreat.  False  or  true,  the  soldiers  have  no  means 
of  judging  me  rightly,  or  getting  the  facts,  and  the  effect  on 
them  will  be  the  same,— a  loss  of  oonfidenoe,  and  a  consequent 
demoralization  of  the  whole  army. 

It  is  only  through  my  generals  that  I  can  establish  the  facta 
as  they  exist.    Unanimous  as  you  were  in  council  in  verbally 

1  "Offlclal  Beoords.  W«r  of  Bebdbon,'*  vol.  jo,  pt.  I.  It  li  probable 
thkt  these  flgnreB  Inelnded  the  Federal  wounded,  all  of  whom  itgiSa  fell 
into  the  hands  of  Rosecnuis. 

>  "  Official  BecoTda,  War  of  BebelUoD,"  toI.  zi,  pb  1,  p.  6W. 
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advismg  a  retn^rade  morement,  I  oamiot  doubt  that  you 
will  cheerfully  attest  the  same  in  writing.  I  dedre  tliat  you 
will  consult  your  subordinate  conuuanders  and  be  oandid 
with  me,  as  I  have  always  endeavored  to  prove  myself  with 
you. 

If  I  have  misunderstood  your  advice  and  acted  against 
your  opinions,  let  me  know  it  in  juBtice  to  yourselves.  If,  on 
the  contrary,  I  am  the  victim  of  unjust  accusations,  say  bo, 
and  unite  with  me  in  staying  the  malignant  slanders  being 
propagated  by  men  who  have  felt  the  sting  of  discipline. 

General  Smith  has  been  called  to  Richmond, — it  ia  supposed 
with  a  view  to  supersede  me,  I  shall  retire  without  a  regret, 
if  I  find  I  have  lost  the  good  opinion  of  my  generals,  upon 
whom  I  have  ever  relied  as  upon  a  foundation  of  rook. 

Tour  early  attention  is  most  desirable,  and  is  ui^eatly 
soUinted. 

Most  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Braxton  Braoo, 
General,  C.  S.  A. 

I  enclose  copies  of  a  joint  note  received  about  two  o'clock 
kJt.  from  Major-Qeneral  Cheatham  and  Uajor-General 
Withers,  on  the  night  before  we  retired  from  Murfreesboro; 
with  Lieutenant-Qeneral  Polk's  endorsement  and  my  own 
verbal  reply  to  Lieutenant  Richmond,  General  Polk's  aide- 
de-camp. 

Qeneral  Bragg's  letter  reached  General  Polk's  head- 
quarters on  the  12th,  and  he  being  absent  from  the 
army  on  a  short  leave,  General  Cheatham,  tempora- 
rily in  command  of  the  corps,  received  it.  After  con- 
sultation with  General  Withers,  it  was  concluded  to 
postpone  a  detailed  reply  to  the  communication  until 
the  subject  could  be  discussed  with  General  Polk.  Pend- 
ing his  return,  Cheatham,  however,  determined  to  place 
General  Bra^s  mind  at  rest  upon  the  question  of  his 
willingness  to  assume  all  responsibility  for  the  note 
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which  he  had  written  from  the  battlefield,  and  a  copy 
of  which,  as  we  have  seen  above,  Gfeneral  Bra^  now 
laid  before  the  army. 

Speaiking  only  for  himself,  he  therefore  sent  the  fol- 
lowing letter : 

January  13. 
Generai:   Since  this  armj  commenced  faUing  back  from 
Murfreeaboro,  I  have  npon  aU  occasionii,  public  and  private, 
stated  that  I  myself  was  one  of  the  firet  to  suggest  the  move- 
ment, and  fnUy  endorsed  it. 

Respectfolly  yonra, 

B.  F.  Chkatham, 
Migor-Oeneral. 

As  soon  as  Qeneral  Hardee  received  General  Brag's 
letter  he  called  together  his  commanders,  and  after  a 
conference  made  the  following  reply : ' 

TuLLAHOMA,  Tenn,,  January  12, 1863. 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
your  not«  of  jesterday,  in  which,  after  informing  me  of  the 
assaults  to  which  you  are  subjected,  you  invoke  a  response  in 
regard  to  the  propriety  of  the  recent  retreat  from  Murfrees- 
boro,  and  request  me  to  consult  my  subordinate  commanders 
in  reference  to  tlie  topics  to  which  you  refer. 

You  will  readily  appreciate  the  delicate  character  of  the 
inquiries  yon  institute,  but  I  feel,  under  the  circumstances, 
that  it  is  my  duty  t«  reply  with  the  candor  you  solicit,  not 
only  from  personal  respect  to  yourself,  but  from  the  magni- 
tude of  the  oublic  interests  involved. 

In  reference  to  tlie  retreat  you  state  that  the  movement 
from  Murtreesboro  was  resisted  by  you  for  some  time  after 
advised  by  your  corps  and  division  commanders ;  no  mention 
of  retreat  was  made  to  me  until  early  on  the  morning  of  the 
3d  of  January,  when  Lieutenant  Richmond,  of  General  Polk's 
staff,  read  me  the  general's  note  to  you,  and  informed  me  of 
your  verbal  reply.    I  told  him  under  the  circumstances  noth- 

1  "Offidal  R«eordH,  War  of  Rebellion,"  rol.  zi,  pt.  I,  p.  682. 
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ing  ooold  be  done  ttien.  About  ten  o'clock  the  same  day  I 
met  yoa  personally  at  your  qoartera  in  oomplionce  vith  your 
request.  Lieut«nant-Oetieral  Polk  being  present,  you  in- 
formed me  that  the  papers  of  Gleneral  MoCook  had  been  oap- 
tnred,  and  from  lii»  strength  of  his  corps,  18,000,  it  appeared 
that  the  enemy  was  stronger  tluui  yon  had  supposed,  that 
Qeneral  Wheeler  reported  that  he  was  receiving  heavy  rein- 
forcements, and,  after  informing  us  of  these  facts,  suggested 
the  neoessty  of  retreat,  and  asked  my  opinion  as  to  its  pro- 
priety. 

Having  heard  your  statements  and  views,  I  Fully  concorred, 
and  it  was  decided  to  retreat.  No  proposition  to  retreat  was 
made  by  me  or  my  division  commanders  which  was  resisted 
by  you  for  some  time,  and  I  recall  your  attention  to  the  fact. 
Afterward  in  the  evening,  about  seven  o'clock,  we  met  to  ar- 
range details,  and,  the  retreat  being  Etill  deemed  advisable, 
and  having  been  partially  executed,  I  concurred  in  an  imme- 
diate movement,  in  view  of  the  heavy  losses  we  had  goatained 
and  the  condition  of  the  troops. 

You  also  request  me  to  consult  my  subordinate  command- 
ers, stating  that  General  Smith  has  been  called  to  Richmond 
with  the  view,  it  was  supposed,  to  supersede  yon,  and  that 
you  will  retire  without  r^^ret  if  yon  have  lost  the  good  opin- 
ion of  your  generals,  upon  whom  yon  have  ever  relied  as 
upon  a  fonndatioQ  of  rock. 

I  have  conferred  with  Hajor-Qeneral  Breckinridge  and 
Uajor-General  Cleburne  in  regard  to  this  matter,  and  I  (eel 
that  frankness  compels  me  to  say  that  the  general  otBoers, 
whose  judgment  you  have  invoked,  are  unanimous  in  their 
opinion  that  a  change  in  the  command  of  tbis  army  is  neces- 
sary. In  this  opinion  I  concur.  I  feel  assured  that  this  opin- 
ion is  considerately  formed,  and  with  the  highest  respect 
for  the  purity  of  your  motives,  your  energy,  and  your  per- 
sonal character;  but  they  are  convinced,  as  you  must  feel, 
that  the  peril  of  the  country  is  superior  to  all  personal  con- 
siderations. 

Tou  state  that  the  staff-ofScers  of  your  generals,  joining  in 
the  public  and  private  clamor,  have  within  your  knowledge 
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persUtontly  aflBerted  that  the  retre&t  vss  made  against  the 
opinion  and  advice  of  their  chiefe. 

I  have  made  inqnify  of  the  gentlemen  aseooiated  with  me, 
and  they  inform  me  that  snoh  Btetements  have  not  been  made 
or  droniated  by  them. 

I  have  the  honor,  General,  to  assnre  yon  of  my  continned 
respect  and  consideTataon,  and  to  remun, 

Your  obedient  Borvant, 
W.  J.  Habdek, 
LietUenant-OeneraL 
GbnbrUj  Bbado, 
Qmeral  CommaiuUHg, 

Generals  Cleburne  and  Breckinridge  wrote  General 
Brai^  in  the  same  respectful  spirit,  and  to  the  same 
effect,  saying  that  this  opinion  was  not  alone  theirs,  but 
was  fully  shared  by  their  brigade  and  other  subordinate 
commanders,  who  also  saw  that  he  "  did  not  possess  the 
confidence  of  his  army  to  that  degree  necessary  to  seoore 


lu  some  way  the  facts  of  this  singular  correspondence 
were  reported  at  Richmond,  and,  as  a  result,  the  Presi- 
dent instructed  General  Johnston,  in  a  letter  dated 
January  22,  to  proceed  promptly  to  the  headquarters  of 
General  Bragg's  army,  and  there,  after  conversation  with 
General  Bragg  and  others  of  his  command,  decide  what 
the  best  interests  of  the  service  required,  and  then  to 
give  him  (the  President)  the  advice  which'  he  needed  at 
that  juncture.     The  President  said : 

The  answers,  I  am  informed,  have  been  bnt  partially  given, 
bat  are  so  far  indicative  of  a  want  of  confidence  such  as  is 
essential  to  success.  The  enemy  ia  said  to  be  preparing  to 
advance,  and,  though  my  confidence  in  Qeneral  Bragg  is 
unshaken,  it  cannot  be  doubted  that,  if  he  is  distrusted  by  his 

1  "OfflnklReeordH,  War  of  RebeUlon,"  vol  iz,  pb  1,  pp.  68%  684. 
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offlcers  and  troops,  a  disaster  may  result,  whioh,  but  for  that 
oause,  would  Iiave  been  avoided. 


General  Polk,  retnming  from  his  leave  of  absence, 
reached  the  army  BimultaneouBly  with  Qeneral  Johnston. 
General  Bragg'a  letter  had  been  forwarded  to  him,  so 
that  he  was  already  familiar  with  its  contents.  A  con- 
ference with  his  commanders  revealed  the  fact  that  there 
was  a  difference  of  opinion  as  to  the  exact  purport  of 
the  letter,  some  placing  a  different  constmction  upon  its 
meaning  than  that  which  had  already  been  given  it  by 
General  Hardee  and  his  subordinates.  In  the  fa<^  of 
this  difference  of  opinion,  Polk,  although  he  agreed  with 
General  Hardee's  construction,  felt  that  he  could  not 
send  his  reply  until  the  question  was  made  clear  to  his 
subordinates.  He  therefore  addressed  General  Bragg 
the  following  letter : 

TniJjHOMA,  Tenit.,  Janoary  30, 1863. 
Geniral  Braxtoh  Bsagg, 

Commanding  Army  of  Tmnessee. 
Oeneral:  Your  oircnlar  of  the  11th  instant  was  recciived  by 
me  at  Asheville,  N.  C,  on  the  17tii  instant.  I  dispatched  you 
immediately,  saying  I  would  leave  for  your  headquarten  in 
two  days  thereafter,  and  would  furnish  you  the  reply  you 
desired  on  my  arrival.  There  seemed  to  be  two  points  of 
inquiry  embraced  in  your  note :  first,  whether  the  corps  and 
division  commanders  to  whom  it  is  addressed  were  willing  to 
give  yon  a  statement  in  writing  of  the  opinions  and  counsel 
which  they  gave  you  verbally  as  to  the  retreat  from  Mur- 
freesboro;  second,  whether  you  had  lost  the  confidence  of 
your  general  officers  as  a  military  commander.  From  the 
structure  of  your  note,  the  first  of  the  inquiries  appears  to  be 
its  leading  object;  the  second,  though  not  bo  clearly  and 
separately  stated,  nevertheless  is,  t«  my  mind,  plainly  indi- 
cated.   Upon  inquiry,  I  find  this  indication  seems  not  to  have 
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been  so  dear  to  the  mind  of  General  Cheatham  and  enoh 
otter  of  my  subordin&te  officers  as  responded,  when  they 
penned  their  replies;  and  since,  in  your  note,  you  appeal  to 
oar  offloial  relations  and  to  our  candor  for  a  frank  expres- 
raon  of  oar  opinion,  I  feel,  to  avoid  being  placed  in  a  false 
position,  that  it  is  dne  to  my  subordinate  officera  and  to 
myself,  as  well  as  to  yoa,  to  ask  whether  the  construction  I 
put  upon  your  note  is  that  yon  design. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  Polk. 

In  reply  the  following  answer  was  promptly  received : 

TuLLAHOMA,  TknN.,  January  30, 1863. 
Libdt.-Qeneral  Pole,  etc.: 

Oeneral:  I  hasten  to  reply  to  your  note  of  this  moraingi 
BO  as  to  place  you  beyond  all  doubt  in  regard  to  the  construc- 
tion of  mine  of  the  llth  instant.  To  my  mind,  that  circular 
contained  but  one  point  of  inquiry,  and  it  certainly  was 
intended  to  contain  but  one,  and  that  was  to  ask  of  my 
corps  and  division  commandera  to  commit  to  writing  what 
had  transpired  between  us  in  regard  to  the  retreat  from 
Murfreesboro.  I  believed  it  had  been  grossly  and  inten- 
tionally mbrepresented  (not  by  any  one  of  them)  for  my 
injury.  It  was  never  intended  by  me  that  this  should  go 
farther  than  the  parties  to  whom  it  was  addressed,  and  its 
only  object  was  to  relieve  my  mind  of  all  doubt,  while  I  se- 
cured, in  a  form  to  be  preserved,  the  means  of  defense  in  the 
future,  when  discnssion  might  be  proper.  The  pan^rapb  re- 
lating to  my  flupersednre  was  only  an  expression  of  the  feeling 
with  which  I  should  receive  yonr  replies,  should  they  prove  I 
had  been  misled  in  my  eonstruction  of  yonr  opinion  and  advice. 

I  am.  General,  very  respectfully,  etc., 

Bkaxton  Brago, 

Oeneral  Commanding. 

This  letter  effectually  debarred  General  Polk  and  his 
subordinates  from  any  oxpressinn  toiicliing  tlie  question 
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of  confidence  in  General  hr&gg  as  commander  of  the 
army,  so  Polk's  reply  was  reBtricted,  as  follows : 

TULLAHOUA,  Jannary  31, 1863. 
Oeneral :  I  un  in  reoaipt  of  youis  of  the  30tb  inst.  in  reply 
to  mine  of  the  same  date ;  in  it  you  say  you  designed  the 
oironlar  should  oontun  but  one  point  of  inquiry,  and  that  was 
whether  yonr  corps  and  division  commanders  would  give  you 
for  future  reference  a  statement  of  what  transpired  between 
us  in  regard  to  the  retreat  from  Murfreesboro.  I  have  there- 
fore now  to  say  that  the  opinion  and  counsel  which  I  gave 
yon  on  that  subject  prior  to  the  retreat  are  those  that  are 
embodied  in  my  endorsement  of  the  note  of  my  division 
commanders,  Generals  Cheatham  and  Withers,  of  the  3d  of 
January,  which  are  in  your  possessiou,  and  I  have  to  add 
that  they  were  deliberately  considered,  and  are  such  as  I 
would  give  again  under  the  same  oiroumstanoes. 
Respectfully,  Qeneral,  yours, 

L.  Polk, 
Lieutenant- Genertd  Contmandmg. 
QsNERAii  Braoo, 
Cammandirtg  Army  of  Tennessee. 

Two  days  after  this  letter  was  delivered,  General  Polk 
learned  that  his  action  in  the  matter  was  exposing  him 
to  the  criticism  of  General  Hardee  and  the  general  ofii 
eers  of  that  corps.  He  found  they  were  disposed  to 
think  that  he  and  his  general  officers  had  evaded  the 
real  issue,  which,  in  spite  of  General  Bra^s  letter  of 
the  30th,  General  Hardee  and  his  ofBcers  insisted  was 
the  question  of  confidence  in  General  Bragg  as  com- 
mander of  the  army.  He  also  learned  that  there  was  a 
feeling  among  them  that,  in  view  of  the  investigation 
then  being  conducted  hy  the  government  through  Gen- 
eral Johnston,  this  action  on  the  part  of  General  Folk 
left  the  officers  of  Hardee's  corps  in  the  unenviable  posi- 
tion of  mere  "  discontents." 
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General  Bragg'B  letter  made  it  impossible  for  Polk 
to  place  himself  and  his  subordinates  before  OeDtsral 
Johnston  in  the  position  occupied  by  Hardee  and  his 
officers.  In  justice,  therefore,  first  to  his  brother  officers 
and  then  to  himself,  but  more  than  all  in  behalf  of  what 
he  and  all  the  other  general  officers  believed  to  be  the 
public  good,  he  adopted  the  only  course  open  to  him. 
He  wrote  directly  to  Mr.  Davis,  accompanying  the  letter 
with  all  the  correspondence  that  had  passed  lietween 
General  Bragg,  himself,  and  his  generals,  beginning  with 
the  first  note  written  by  Cheatham  and  Withers  from 
the  field,  12.15  a.m.,  Januai-y  3,  and  ending  with  his  own 
to  General  Bragg  of  Januai-y  31. 

HEAIKtUABTZIlS  POLE'S  COKPS,  AbHT  OF  TeKNESBKE, 

February  4,  1863. 

Mt/  dear  Sir :  I  know  that  yon  have  been  apprised  of  a  cor- 
respondence which  has  taken  place  between  General  Brag^ 
and  the  corps  and  divi«on  commanders  of  Hardee's  corps,  of 
this  army,  following  upon  the  retreat  from  Uurfreesboro. 
As  the  same  circular  which  was  answered  by  the  officers  of 
Hardee's  corps  was  received  by  tbose  of  mine,  I  think  it 
proper  to  send  you  a  copy  of  the  correspondence  which 
passed  between  Qeneral  Bragg  and  myself.  You  will  find  it 
enclosed  with  this.  .  .  . 

This  correspondence  has  been  very  unfortunate,  and  ito 
inauguration  ill-judged ;  but  it  is  now  a  part  of  the  history 
of  the  times,  and  I  feel  it  to  be  my  duty  to  transmit  to  you 
copies  of  the  letters  which  have  passed  between  the  general 
and  myself.  That  correspondence  speaks  for  itself.  I  thought, 
with  the  officers  of  Hardee's  corps,  that  he  desired  an  opinion 
on  two  points.  Some  of  my  subordinate  commanders  had 
thought,  and  others  then  thought,  that  he  desired  us  to  reply 
to  but  one.  As  he  desired  ua  to  consult  oar  subordinates 
before  answering,  the  difference  of  opinion  as  to  the  eon- 
struction  of  his  not«  made  it  plainly  proper  to  aek  him  which 
was  the  proper  construction.     To  have  this  was  necessary  to 
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aa  intelligible  and  satiataatory  r^ly.  It  will  be  seen  what 
the  reply  was,  which  made  my  final  answer  plain  and  eaqr. 
I  think  it  would  not  be  difflenlt,  from  the  form  of  ray  note,  for 
him  to  have  inferred  what  my  answer  would  have  been  if  he 
had  asked.  It  was  waived  and  declined.  Under  the  circum- 
atanoes  it  woold  seem  to  have  been  natural  for  him  to  desire 
to  know  the  opinions  of  all,  as  he  had  been  forced  to  know 
those  of  half  (A  bis  subordinates  of  the  h^heat  grade,  but, 
aa  I  bare  said,  it  was  declined.  I  feel  it  a  duty  to  say  to 
you  tbat,  had  I  and  my  division  commanders  been  asked  to 
answer,  our  replies  would  have  coincided  with  those  of  the 
officers  of  the  other  oorps.  You  have  known  my  opinions  on 
this  sabject  since  my  visit  to  Riobmond, 

I  have  only  to  add,  if  be  were  Napoleon  or  the  great 
Frederick,  be  would  serve  our  cause  at  some  other  point 
better  than  here.  My  opinion  is  he  had  better  be  transferred. 
I  remember  you  having  said,  speaking  of  his  being  trans- 
ferred from  this  conmiand,  "I  can  make  good  use  of  him 
here  in  Richmond."  I  have  thought  that  the  best  dispoation 
for  him  and  for  the  service  of  the  army  that  oould  be  made. 
His  capacity  for  organization  and  discipline,  which  has  not 
been  equaled  among  as,  could  be  used  by  you.  at  head- 
quarters with  infinite  advantage  to  Uie  whole  army, 

I  think,  too,  that  the  best  thing  to  be  done  in  supplying 
bis  place  would  be  to  give  bis  command  to  General  Joseph 
E,  Johnston,  He  will  onre  all  discontent  and  inspire  the 
army  with  new  life  and  confidence.  He  is  here  on  the  spot, 
and  I  am  sore  will  be  content  to  take  it.  If  Qeneial  Lee 
can  command  the  principal  army  in  his  department  in  per- 
son, there  is  no  reason  why  Qeneial  Johnston  should  not 
I  have,  tberefore,  as  a  general  officer  of  this  army,  sf>eak- 
ing  in  behalf  of  my  associates,  to  ask  respectfully  that  thb 
appointment  be  made,  and  I  beg  to  be  permitted  to  do  this 
urgently.  The  state  of  this  army  demands  immediate  at- 
tention, and  its  position  before  the  enemy,  as  well  as  the 
mind  of  its  troops  and  commanders,  oonld  find  relief  in  no 
way  BO  readily  as  by  the  appointment  of  General  Josqth  E. 
Johnston, 
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This  letter  fulflUed  all  that  General  Polk  could  do 
under  the  circmnetances,  and  it  presented  to  the  govem- 
meut  the  state  of  affairs  in  that  army  in  a  vray  that 
no  other  officer  bad  been  able  to  do.  This  arose  from 
the  fact  that  at  the  close  of  the  Kentucky  campaign, 
as  has  been  said,  he  was  sent  to  Richmond  at  the  request 
of  the  President,  that  he  might  be  conferred  mth  per- 
sonally upon  the  state  of  afFairs  in  the  department,  and, 
while  there,  had  been  asked  categorically  as  to  the  degree 
of  confidence  with  which  General  Bragg  had  inspired 
his  army.  He  had  even  then  been  compelled  to  say  that 
General  Bra^  no  longer  held  the  confidence  of  his  army, 
and,  in  answer  to  a  query  as  to  who  should  succeed  him, 
had  suggested  General  Joseph  E.  Johnston.  Tliese  facts 
are  alluded  to  in  the  sentence  of  the  above  letter,  "  Yon 
have  known  my  opinions  on  this  subject  since  my  visit 
to  Richmond." 

General  Johnston  bestowed  three  weeks  upon  the 
investigation, "  and  then  advised  ^;ainst  General  Bra^s 
removal,  because  the  field-officers  of  the  army  represented 
that  the  men  were  in  high  spirits  and  as  ready  as  ever 
for  fight ;  such  a  condition  seeming  to  me  incompatible 
with  the  alleged  want  of  confidence  in  their  general's 
want  of  ability." ' 

This  decision  left  the  case  about  as  it  was  before  the 
inquiry  began,  and  did  not  satisfy  the  government,  be- 
cause on  March  9  General  Jobostoo  was  ordered  to  as- 
sume command  of  the  Army  of  Tennessee,  and  to  order 
General  Bragg  to  report  to  the  War  Department  at 
Richmond  for  conference. 

General  Johnston  accordingly,  on  March  18,  without 
the  publication  of  a  formal  order  to  that  efCect,  as- 

1  "Johnaton'i  NarratlTe,''  p.  ^ 
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snmed  the  duties  of  commander  of  the  army.  But  he 
evidently  and  naturally  preferred  not  to  be  made  the 
ehaunel  through  which  General  Bragg's  supersedure 
should  proceed,  and  on  April  10,  under  the  plea  of  not 
being  well,  said  that  he  was  not  tlien  able  to  serve  in 
the  field,  and  consequently  General  Br^g  was  necessary 
there  as  the  commander  of  the  army. 

Pending  this  action  of  April  10,  and  while  General 
Johnston  was  exercising  command,  a  staff-officer  of  the 
President's  (Colonel  W.  Preston  Johnston)  being  present 
making  a  general  inspection  of  the  army,  General  Polk 
wrote  Mr.  Davis  the  following  letter,  which  no  doubt 
acciu^iely  stated  General  Johnston's  position  in  the  in- 
vestigation which  the  government  had  placed  upon  him. 

[PHvaU.] 

Headquabtebs  Poiik's  Cobfs, 
SHEiaTViUA,  March  30, 1863. 
His  Excellency,  PaBeiDSirr  Davis,  RuAmond,  Va. : 

Colonel  [W.  P.]  Johnston  has  been  with  me  since  Saturday. 
Ho  has  made  known  the  object  of  his  coming,  and  I  have 
discussed  the  points  Bubmitted  with  him  freely. 

My  views  in  r^;ard  to  the  condition  of  things  here  are 
mature  and  dear.  He  informs  me  he  finds  them  to  be  such 
as  are  entertained  in  the  other  corps.  They  are  those  I  ex- 
pressed to  you  in  a  letter  I  addressed  %o  you  some  time  since, 
enclosing  a  copy  of  a  correspondence.  The  grounds  on  which 
they  rest  I  have  submitted  to  Colonel  Johnston. 

My  idea  is — my  conviction,  rather^that  if  tbe  presence 
and  offices  of  (^teneral  Bra^  were  entirely  acceptable  to  this 
army,  the  highest  interests  ^military  interests— of  the  Con- 
federacy would  be  consulted  by  transferring  him  to  another 
field,  where  his  peculiar  talent— that  of  oi^nization  and  ^s- 
cipline — conld  find  a  more  ample  scope.  For  that  kind  of 
service  he  has  undoubtedly  peoaliar  talent.  His  tastes  and 
natural  inclination  fit  him  for  it,  and  he  has  now  the  ad- 
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vantage  of  targe  and  fresh  experience.  The  applicatioa  of 
that  talent  ia  not  always  easy  or  agreeable  vhere  it  eziBta. 
Yet  there  are  few  armies  which  would  not  be  benefited  by  it, 
even  if  the  benefit  came  from  without. 

My  opinion  is  that  the  general  conld  be  of  service  to  all  the 
armies  of  the  Confederacy  if  placed  in  the  proper  position. 
Snch  a  position  would  be  that  of  a  place  in  the  Adjutant-  and 
Inspector- General's  Department  at  Richmond.  Assign  him 
the  duties  of  Inspector- General.  If  the  duties  are  attended  to 
as  the  imperfectly  organized  and  disciplined  condition  of  our 
troops  require,  they  will  furnish  fnU  employtneut  for  any 
single  mind.  And,  from  my  observation  while  in  Richmond, 
it  will  be  a  great  relief  to  General  Cooper,  whose  energy 
and  business  capacity,  great  as  they  tu%,  seemed  well-nigh 
overtaxed. 

The  general  could  not  object  to  the  position  on  the  score  of 
rank,  as  the  ranking  officer  of  the  army  now  holds  that  por- 
tion. It  is  as  competent  to  assign  General  Bragg  as  any  other 
officer  to  that  duty,  and,  as  his  specialty  is  that  which  tlie  office 
of  Inspector- General  covers,  his  resources  and  oapaoity  would 
be  felt  throughout  the  army,  and  the  whole  family  of  idlers, 
drones,  and  shirks  of  high  and  low  degree,  far  and  near,  would 
feel  his  searching  hand,  and  be  made  to  take  their  plaees  and 
do  their  duty. 

BeHidea,  I  think,  with  a  proper  presentation  of  the  impor- 
tance of  the  duties  to  be  performed,  his  acknowledged  ability 
for  their  performance,  etc.,  he  would  accept  with  pleasure — 
at  least  until  he  had  reduced  things  all  round  to  order. 

This  done,  the  way  is  clear  for  assigning  General  Johnston 
to  the  command  of  this  army,  a  measure  which  would  give 
universal  Batisfaction  to  the  officers  and  men. 

Colonel  Johnston  Informed  me  that  be  thinks  General  John- 
ston desires  to  keep  Oeueral  Bragg  in  his  present  position.  I 
think  the  case  would  be  more  properly  stated  by  saying  that 
he  does  not  wish  to  be,  or  seem  to  be,  the  cause  of  his  re- 
moval. I  have  conversed  with  him  on  the  subject,  and  he 
feels  a  delicacy,  as  I  understand  it,  in  touching  the  case  of 
B  man  to  whose  command  he  might  succeed  in  the  event  fA 
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bis  being  remored  from  it.  I  do  not  think  I  mifiapprebeiid 
hifi  feelings,  though  of  conrse  think  them  morbid,  and,  in  the 
'present  rehitions  of  the  parties,  misphiced. 

I  know  that  General  Johnston  thinks  himself  but  half 
employed,  and  that  he  would  be  much  better  satisfied  com- 
manding an  army  in  the  field  than  doing  the  duties  of  ad- 
ministering a  department.  If  it  should  be  thought  that  he 
could  not  take  charge  of  operations  in  the  field,  and  admin- 
ister the  three  departments  now  under  his  care,  then  separate 
Pemberton's,  and  restrict  him  to  East  Tennessee  and  Depart- 
ment No.  2.  These  go  well  together,  and  both  he  and  Pern- 
berton  might  report  to  you  at  Richmond.  Whether  General 
Johnston  is  the  best  man  for  the  place  or  not,  is  not  the 
question ;  the  army  and  the  West  believe  so,  and  both  wonld 
be  satisfied  with  the  appointment,  and  I  believe  it  the  best 
that  oould  be  made. 

But  General  Johnston'fi  letter  of  April  10  practically 
closed  the  subject,  and  secunid  to  General  Bragg  a  con- 
tinuance of  the  command  of  the  army. 

General  Johnston  remained  at  Tullahoma  until  May '9, 
when  the  government  ordered  him  to  Mississippi  to  take 
command  of  the  forces  opposing  General  Grant. 

It  ia  readily  seen  that  after  such  a  correspondence  and 
investigation  the  relations  between  General  Brag^  and 
his  general  officers  were  necessarily  strained,  but  it  did 
not  interfere  with  the  improvement  of  the  army,  which, 
in  other  respects,  increased  in  efficiency  every  day. 
This  condition  of  affairs,  graphically  pictured  in  the  fol- 
lowing extracts  from  General  Polk's  letters  to  his  wife, 
is  s  speaking  tribute  to  the  good  sense  and  patriotism  of 
General  Bragg  and  his  subordinates,  showing,  as  it  does, 
that,  in  spite  of  serious  differences,  the  common  good  was 
sedulously  eared  for. 

Shklbtvillk,  March  30, 1863. 

...  I  have  to-day  hod  a  review  of  my  whole  corps  for  the 
benefit  of  President  Davis,  in  the  person  of  his  aide-de-camp. 
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Colonel  W.  PreBtoD  Johnston.  It  was  &  fine  afftur,  and  all 
tbinga  wont  off  satisfactorily.  The  troops  looked  very  well, 
and  I  never  saw  them  nwroh  so  well.  My  corps  was  never 
in  better  condition,  anM  b  now  about  20,000  strong.  I 
confess  I  felt  proud  of  the  fellows  as  they  marched  by  me  to- 
day. In  their  hearts  is  embodied  as  large  and  as  intense  an 
amount  of  rebellion  as  was  ever  concentrated  in  the  same 
number  of  men.  It  is  a  pleasure  to  command  such  men. 
Johnston  was  highly  pleased  and  very  complimentary. 

Shklbyville,  April  11, 1863. 

...  I  have  just  returned  from  Tullahoma,  where  I  have 
been  for  the  last  three  days.  I  went  np  to  see  Oenerals 
Johnston,  Bra^,  Hardee,  and  Breckinridge.  I  saw  them  all; 
Hardee  turned  out  his  whole  corps  and  gave  us  a  t^rand 
review.  It  was  my  birthday,  too.  The  review  was  on  that 
day,  yesterday.  I  reviewed  the  troop»<.  The  general  did  his 
best.  He  had  sent  all  around  for  the  ladies  of  the  neighbor- 
ing villages;  for  you  must  know  that  he  is  the  beau  of  the 
army,  and  nothing  pleases  him  so  much  as  to  have  a  bevy  of 
ladies  around  him.  He  had  about  14,000  men  on  the  field. 
The  review  was  managed  by  Breckinridge,  and  he  rode  around 
the  lines  with  ine.  The  day  was  fine — a  little  dusty,  and  the 
turn-out  was  general.  The  troops  looked  flue,  and  marched 
well.  They  have  improved  very  much  since  he  has  beeu  at 
Tullahoma.  After  the  review  the  general  had  a  horse-race 
and  then  a  tournament.  The  whole  afiair  was  quite  gay,  and 
everybody  seemed  much  pleased.  It  was  quite  an  afErur.  I 
am  to  reciprocate  the  civility  next  week  j  the  horse-mce  I  diall 
turn  over  to  Oeneral  Cheatham,  and  should  be  so  much 
pleased  if  ycfti  and  the  girls  oould  be  near  enough  to  witness 
and  enjoy  it.  I  shall  be  very  wilUng  to  present  my  corps  to 
him  and  his  officers  in  return,  as  it  has  been  drilling  very 
steadily  and  is  in  fine  plight.  My  oorps  now  numbers  near 
20,000,  and  they  are  in  high  condition  and  fnll  of  life  and 
spirit.  General  Bra^  says  he  will  make  my  oorps  a  visit  in 
a  few  days ;  so  does  General  Johnston. 

Just  to  think,  I  am  fifty-seven !    I  have  spent  many  of  these 
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yeara  M  I  would  not  agn-iii-    Bat  in  many  of  them  I  have 
tried  to  do  my  duty.    The  Lord  pardon  the  omissions  of  th« 
past  and  give  me  grace  to  redeem  tlie  time  in  the  future. 
Altiei  ia  quite  well,  and  senda  his  req>ect8  to  his  mis' 

April  16, 1863. 
.  .  .  General  Bragg  is  now  here  visiting  the  corps  witli  the 
view  of  inspecting  it.  He  and  two  of  his  aides-de-camp 
dined  with  me  to-day,  with  oLy  three  division  commanders, 
Cheatham,  Withers,  and  Stewart.  ...  I  had  a  review  yester- 
day of  all  my  corps.  General  Brag^  and  stafE  present  and 
highly  pleased.  Our  transportation  b  in  fine  condition  ; 
horses  and  mules  all  fat,  and  battery  horses  and  batteries  in 
fine  condition.  The  troops  have  plenty  of  clothes  and  are 
now  all  well  shod.  We  have  plenty  of  food  also,  and  as  far 
as  the  fields  before  us  are  any  indication,  there  never  was 
such  a  wheat  harvest. 

In  his  "Three  Months  in  the  Southern  States"  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Fremautle  of  the  En^^lish  army  speaks 
of  General  Polk,  whom  he  met  about  this  time,  as  fol- 


Lieutenant-General  Leonidas  Polk,  Bishop  of  Louisiana, 
who  commands  the  other  oorpa  d'armie,  is  a  good-looking, 
gentleman -like  man,  with  all  the  manners  and  affability  of  a 
"  grand  seigneur."  He  b  fifty-seven  years  of  age,  tall,  up- 
right, and  looks  much  more  the  soldier  than  the  clergyman. 

He  is  much  beloved  by  the  soldiers  on  account  of  lus  great 
personal  courage  and  agreeable  manners.  I  had  already 
heard  no  end  of  anecdotes  of  him,  told  me  by  my  traveling 
oompanions,  who  always  alluded  to  him  with  affection  and 
admiration.  In  his  clerical  capacity  I  had  always  heard  him 
spoken  of  with  the  greatest  respect. 

On  arriving  at  General  Polk's,  he  invited  me  to  take  np  my 
quarters  with  him  daring  my  stay  with  Bragg's  army,  which 
offer  I  accepted  with  gratitude.    After  dinner  he  told  me  that 

1  HlB  body-servHit. 
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he  hoped  his  brethren  in  England  did  not  very  mach  oondemn 
his  present  Une  of  conduct.  He  ezpliiined  to  me  the  reasons 
which  had  induced  him,  temporarily,  to  foraake  the  cassock 
and  return  to  his  old  profession.  He  stated  the  extreme 
reluctance  he  had  felt  in  taking  this  step,  and  he  said  Uiat,  so 
soon  as  the  war  was  over,  he  should  retnm  to  bis  episcopal 
avooations  in  the  same  way  as  a  man,  finding  his  house  on 
fire,  would  use  every  means  in  his  power  to  extinguish  Uie 
flames,  and  would  then  resume  his  ordinary  pursuits. 

.  .  .  We  have  prayers  both  morning  and  evening  by  Dr. 
Quintard,  together  with  singing,  in  which  General  Polk  joins 
with  much  zeaL 

.  .  .  31st  May,  5  P.M.,  Sunday.  I  was  present  at  a  great 
open-air  preaching  at  General  Wood's  oamp.  Bishop  Elliott 
preached  most  admirably  to  a  congregation  composed  of 
nearly  3000  soldiers,  who  listened  to  him  with  the  most  pro- 
found attention.  Oenerals  Bragg,  Polk,  Hardee,  Witiiers, 
Cleburne,  and  endless  brigadiers,  were  also  present. 

...  I  took  leave  of  General  Polk  before  I  turned  in.  His 
hospitality  and  kindness  exceeded  anything  I  could  have  ex- 
pected. I  shall  always  feel  grateful  to  him  on  this  account,  and 
I  shall  never  think  of  bim  without  admiration  for  his  character 
as  a  sincere  patriot,a  gallant  soldier,  and  a  perfect  gentleman. 

We  now  present  an  extract  from  a  letter  to  Mrs.  Folk, 
which,  with  Colonel  Preiniuitle's  comment  given  above, 
will  present  to  the  reader  an  accurate  view  of  General 
Polk's  attitude  toward  matters  religious  while  serving 
as  a  soldier. 

June  14,  1863. 

This  is  Snnday,  and  I  have  just  returned  from  church. 
The  day  is  very  flue  and  clear,  and  everything  is  calm  and 
delightful.  I  went  to  the  Presbyterian  Church  to  hear  the 
Kev.  Dr.  Palmer  of  New  Orleans.  He  called  to  see  me  yes- 
terday, and  we  had  an  agreeable  conversation  on  the  stat«  of 
the  country  and  the  army  and  the  times.  I  And  him  always 
inteUigent,  and  therefore  agreeable  in  conversation.  He 
preached  us  a  very  satisfactory  and  instructive  sermon  to- 
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day.  AH  wer«  pleased,  and,  as  I  hope,  all  benefited.  He  is 
to  spend  some  time  with  the  army,  as  well  to  aid  in  placing 
chaplains  with  regiments  not  supplied  as  to  preach  himself. 
A  great  and  highly  commendable  effort  is  now  being  made  by 
the  religious  bodies  of  the  oonutiy  to  supply  the  spiritual 
wants  of  the  army,  and  I  hope  the  best  results  will  follow  from 
their  effort.  It  is  one  in  which  I  take  great  interest,  and 
which  I  foster  in  every  way  in  my  power.  Indeed,  I  think  on 
the  judicious  application  of  Uie  means  of  imparting  religions 
instmotions  to  the  army  very  much  depends  the  future  con- 
dition of  our  people  when  it  shall  please  God  to  relieve  us 
from  Uie  pressure  of  this  scourging  war  and  restore  us  to 
peace.  If  we  should  allow  our  troops  to  give  vent  to  their 
natural  feeling  and  passions  in  retaliating  on  the  enemy,  we 
should  train  them  up  to  a  condition  of  mind  totally  unfitting 
them  to  fall  into  a  well-disciplined  and  chastened  civilisation 
when  the  war  shall  have  closed.  To  us  this  is  especially  im- 
portant, since  literally  now  the  country  is  the  army ;  for  all 
the  men  of  all  classes  are  in  the  army.  It  is  therefore  of  the 
highest  importsjioe  that  its  moral  condition  should  be  well 
watched,  and  its  spiritual  condition  cared  for  and  elevated.  It 
is  important,  too,  that,  as  the  army  is  made  up  of  all  classes 
of  religion,  all  classes  should  be  represeJited  in  their  teachers, 
and  the  best  specimens  of  their  teachers  should  be  employed 
to  act  upon  them. 

No  more  fitting  opportunity  will  be  presented  than  is 
here  fonnd  for  allusion  to  some  of  the  personalities  who, 
as  specimens  of  their  class,  were  chaplains  in  this  army. 
It  is  needless  to  say  that  in  their  representative  capa- 
city  they  presented  wide  differences  of  tj'pe.  On  the  one 
hand  was  fonnd  the  representative  of  the  Covenanter, 
on  the  other  hand  the  more  EPstlictie  exponent  of  the 
Anglican  faith,  who  by  his  good-fellowship,  and,  in  one 
noted  instance,  famUiaiity  with  medical  as  well  as  sacred 
things,  found  welcome  wherever  he  went.  Upon  the 
outskirts  of  this  fellowship  were  to  be  found  all  sorte 
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and  conditions  of  chaplains,  who,  living  and  working 
and  at  times  fighting  alongside  their  cbai^,  reached 
rough  natiireB  in  a  way  that  no  exercise  of  ordinary 
priestly  function  could  possibly  have  done.  There  were 
two  of  this  class  who  even  now  stand  well  out  in  relief. 
One  was  a  robust,  aggressive,  rather  uncompromiBing 
man,  whose  lines  had  fallen  among  some  of  the  best 
soldiers  of  the  army,  but  who  from  their  frontier  life 
bad  acqoired  many  ungodly  habits.  In  one  of  the 
periods  of  camp  life  they  had  become  rather  aggressive 
with  their  cock-fighting  and  *'keno,''all  of  which  was 
duly  advertised  and  commented  upon  one  Sunday  in  no 
gentle  t«rmB  by  the  chaplain.  That  night  his  horse's  tail 
was  cleanly  shaved ;  and  when  he  appeared  upon  it  on  the 
march,  the  following  day,  he  was  met  by  uncomplimen- 
tary shouts  about  "Here's  your  mule,"  etc.  Singling 
out  the  group  from  which  the  cries  chiefly  came,  he  offered 
to  thrash  any  one  or  all  of  them  at  the  next  halt.  From 
that  moment  he  became  a  leader  of  the  command,  hardly 
second  to  the  brigade-commander  himself;  and  while 
there  were  occasional  relapses,  the  brigade  ultimately 
acquired  a  reasonable  reputation  for  righteous  behavior. 
The  other  chai>Iain  was  a  singular  figure,  one  npon 
which  the  memory  loves  to  dwell.  Of  small  stature,  he 
always  looked  more  starved  than  well  fed.  Restless,  un- 
tiring, with  a  keen  knowledge  of  men,  he  was  ever  ready 
to  adapt  himself,  within  proper  limits,  to  his  surround- 
ings. Well  educated,  an  accomplished  linguist,  he  could 
not  merely  play  a  good  game  of  cards,  but  could  soften 
defeat  in  such  as  were  honored  in  his  victories.  But 
the  battlefield  was  his  strong  point,  where  the  good 
father,  well  up  behind  the  line  of  battle,  with  holy  water 
and  absolution  repaid  many  a  stout  sonl  for  the  loss  of 
its  poor  body. 
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THE  TULLAHOUA  CAHPAIQN. 

With  the  exception  of  Uie  brilHant  cavalry  operations 
of  Oeneral  Van  Dom  and  General  Forrest  in  front  of 
Cblnmbia,  Tenn.,  and  the  aggressions  of  General  Wheeler 
and  QenenJ  Morgan  along  the  front  of  the  Federal 
army  at  Murfreesboro,  the  spring  of  1863  passed  with- 
out witnessing  any  militaJy  movements  of  consequence. 

General  Bragg's  force  now  numbered  44,000  men  of 
all  arms, —  abont  36,000  infantry  and  artillery  and  8000 
cavalry.^  This  statement  is  meant  to  include  the  com. 
maud  of  General  Buekner,  which  joined  the  Army  of 
Tennessee  at  Tnllahoma  in  the  midst  of  the  campaign, 
which  was  initiated  during  the  last  week  of  Jnne.  It 
does  not  include  the  cavalry  command  of  General  John 
Morgan,  which  General  Bragg,  following  his  policy  at 
Murfreesboro,  bad  detached,  but  a  short  time  before, 
upon  the  unfortunate  and  disastrous  expedition  into 
Ohio  and  Indiana. 

The  line  occupied  by  the  Confederate  army  conformed, 
in  the  main,  to  the  course  of  Duck  River.  The  left, 
under  General  Polk,  rested  at  Sfaelbyville,  and  was  ex- 
tended by  cavalry  as  far  as  Columbia ;  the  right,  under 
General  Hardee,  rested  at  Wartrace,  extending  thence 
by  means  of  its  cavalry  as  far  as  McMinnville.  Earth- 
works of  considerable  extent  had  been  constmcted  both 
at  Shelbyville  and  Tullahoma,  with  a  view  to  protection 
gainst  any  direct  attack. 

The  Confederate  right  covered  Tullahoma,  and  with 
it  the  main  line  of  railroad,  which  ran  thence  by  way  of 

1  nie  dWlBlon  of  Ocnenl  BreoUiiridge  had  been  detMihed  to  Ouxml 
Johnabm  in  HiwdHdppi,  wbsre  It  remained  until  Jnat  before  Uie  bsttia 
of  CUokaoiMig*,  when  It  wu  returned  to  the  Army  of  TeimesKe. 
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Deehard  acroBS  Elk  River  to  Cowans  at  the  foot  of  the 
Cumberlaod  MoantainB;  the  road  then  ran  through  a 
long  tminel,  skirted  the  base  of  the  range,  and  reached 
the  gorge  of  the  Tennessee  River  at  Bridgeport.  Here 
it  crossed  the  river  and  ran  thenee  along  the  banks  to 
Chattanooga.  This  railroad  -was  Oeneral  Brag's  only 
line  of  supply,  and  its  general  direction  to  his  right 
and  rear  exposed  it  to  a  quick  movement  in  that  di- 
rection. 

General  Hosecrans  had  utilized  his  period  of  rest  to 
construct  a  thorough  system  of  fortifications  at  Mur- 
freesboro,  which  he  designed  for  the  protection  of  his 
accnmnlated  supplies  when  he  should  move  forward. 

His  army  had  been  increased  both  in  efficiency  and 
numbers,  so  that  on  the  23d  of  June  he  was  able  to 
b^in  his  campaign  with  60,000  infantry  and  artillery 
and  10,000  cavalry.* 

The  plan  formulated  by  0«neral  Bosecrans,  and  which 
he  endeavored  to  carry  out,  was  the  turning  of  the  Con- 
federate right,  the  seizure  of  the  railroad  to  their  rear, 
and  then  an  attempt  to  force  them  to  fight  him  in  a 
position  of  his  own  choosing,  or  else  retreat  by  their  left, 
thus  leaving  Chattanooga  uncovered  and  open  to  his 
occupation. 

lu  pursuance  of  this  plan  a  heavy  demonstration  was 
made  against  General  Polk  at  Shdbyville,  under  cover 
of  which  General  Rosecrans,  by  the  morning  of  the  27th, 
was  able  to  reach  Manchester,  a  point  to  the  rear  of 
General  Brag's  right,  and  within  twelve  miles  of  Tul- 
lahoma. 

Pending  the  arrival  of  all  his  forces  at  that  point, 
General  Rosecrans  dispatched  a  force  to  destroy  the 

1  "Offldal  R«eoTdi,  War  of  RetwIUoii,''  toL  nill,  pt.  i.  p.  410. 
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railroad  behind  General  Brt^g.  TMa  was  accomplished 
in  part  on  the  28th  and  29th. 

In  the  forward  movement,  the  column  upon  the 
Federal  right  struck  the  advance  of  General  Hardee's 
corps,  which  was  guarding  the  passes  at  Liberty  and 
Hoover's  gaps.'  These  two  gaps,  together  with  Gny'e 
Uap,  were  defiles  in  the  range  of  hilJs  which  separated 
the  positions  of  the  two  armies  at  Tullahoma  and  at 
Murfreesboro.  The  turnpike  roads  leading  south  from 
Murfreesboro  passed  through  these  gaps,  which  made 
them  strong  positions  at  which  to  contest  the  direct 
advance  the  Federal  army  was  thought  to  be  making. 
In  keeping  with  this  view,  General  Bra^,  who,  owii^ 
to  the  efficiency  of  the  Federal  cavalry,  had  not  as  yet 
penetrated  General  Rosecrans'  designs,  and  was  not 
aware  of  the  position  upon  his  right  which  the  enemy 
had  even  then  reached,  now  (June  25)  moved  up  all  of 
Hardee's  corps  to  the  support  of  his  outposts  at  the  gaps. 

On  the  morning  of  the  26th  he  directed  Polk  to 
advance  his  corps,  through  Guy's  Gap,  to  the  front  of 
Shelhyville,  and  at  daylight  of  the  27th  assail  the  foi-ce 
pressing  Hardee  at  Liberty  Gap,  it  being  understood 
that  Hardee  would  attack  from  his  front  at  the  same 
time.  General  Polk  suggested  that  the  movement  was 
imprudent  and  would  prove  just  what  the  enemy  wanted. 
The  suggestion  was  not  approved,  however,  and  General 
Polk  proceeded  to  carry  out  the  command.  That  after- 
noon, however,  Rosecruis'  movement  upon  Manchester 
was  discovered,  and  in  consequence  Polk  and  Hardee 
were  ordered  to  withdraw  to  Tullahoma, 

General  Polk  marched  from  Shelhyville  early  on  the 
27th,  but  such  was  the  condition  of  the  roads,  owing  to 
the  rains,  that  he  did  not  reach  Tullahoma,  twenty  miles 
away,  until  4  p.m.  the  following  day-    The  country  to  the 
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sonth  of  Ehick  River,  in  which  the  two  armies  were  th^a 
manoeuvering,  being  made  up  of  a  peculiarly  spongy  soil, 
which  when  Roftcned  by  the  heavy  rains  then  falling  be- 
came almost  impassable  for  trains,  and  in  places  difficult 
even  for  liorses,  the  condition  of  the  roads  throughout 
the  campaign  was  therefore  a  constant  obstacle  to  both 


On  the  morning  of  the  29tb  the  Confederate  army  was 
placed  in  line  behind  the  works  constrncted  about  TuUa- 
liomo.  The  following,  quoted  from  notes  mode  by  Lieu- 
tenant Richmond,  shows  tlie  difficulties  of  the  situation 
and  the  result  of  a  military  conference  at  headquarters : 

After  getting  his  command  in  position,  Oeneral  Polk  went 
to  General  Bn^g,  about  9  A.M.,  for  orders.  While  there, 
General  Bragg  informed  the  general  that  the  enemy  had 
destroyed  the  railroad  at  Dechard,  and  interrupted  his  com- 
munications with  the  rear ;  that  the  enemy's  mounted  force  was 
so  great  a»  to  render  it  impossible  for  him  (General  Bragg)  to 
prevent  it,  and  that  he  had  determined  to  give  the  enemy 
battle  where  he  tlien  was  (at  Tullahoma),  and  for  that  reason 
would  recall  Walthall's  brigade  at  Allisona  Bridge.  General 
Polk  then  remarked  tliat,  if  it  was  his  determination  to  fight 
there,  it  was  very  proper  to  recall  the  brigade.  The  general 
then  rode  along  the  entire  lines,  and,  overtaking  General 
Hardee,  informed  him  (General  TIanlee)  of  General  Bra^g's  de- 
termination, and  told  him  that  he  (Gtineral  Polk)  thought  that 
determination,  under  tlie  circurastiLnires,  an  injudicious  one. 

They  then  both,  about  3  p.m.,  went  by  appointment  to 
army  headquarters.  There  was  present  at  the  conference 
then  held.  General  Brafrg,  Oeneral  Mackall,  General  Polk, 
General  Hardee,  and  Colonel  David  Urquhart,  who  was 
understood  as  acting  as  General  Bragg's  private  secretary- 
General  Bragg  asked  General  Polk  what  was  his  counsel. 
General  Polk,  after  reminding  General  Bragg  that  his  com- 
munications with  his  base  were  destroyed,  took  the  ground 
that  his  first  duty  was  to  reestablish  his  communications. 
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General  Bragg  replied  that  they  had  been  reeetabliBhed 
Educe  the  interview  of  the  morning.  General  Polk  then 
asked:  "How  do  you  propose  to  maintain  tbemT"  He 
replied:  "By  posting  cavalry  along  the  line."  General 
Polk  remarked,  in  his  opinion  he  had  not  cavalry  enough 
at  hia  disposal  to  cover  other  points  and  cover  that  line  also, 
and  therefore  the  enemy  would  possess  himself  of  the  line,  by 
driving  o£E  the  cavalry,  in  leas  than  Hiirty-sis  hours;  that  it 
he  (the  enemy)  did  so,  he  would,  no  doubt,  do  it  in  force  suf- 
ficient to  hold  the  communications,  in  which  event  he  (Gen- 
eral Bragg)  would  be  as  effectually  besieged  as  Pemberton 
in  Vickaburg— his  sources  of  supplies  out  oft.  The  enemy 
wonld  not  strike  him  a  blow,  but  reduce  him  by  starvation, 
either  to  surrender  on  the  spot  or  to  retreat  along  the  line 
which  he  had  indicated,  by  way  of  Fayetteville,  Huntsville, 
and  across  the  Tennessee  in  the  vicinity  of  Decatur.  In  this 
last  event,  animals  and  men,  being  exhausted  for  want  of 
food,  would  be  unfitted  for  resistance,  and  hia  whole  wagon 
train,  including  ordnance  and  his  artillery,  would  fall  a  prey 
to  the  enemy.  It  was  doubtful,  also,  in  such  a  case,  if  he 
could  get  the  army  itself  across  the  river.  But  supposing  he 
succeeded  in  this  last,  he  would  find  luinself  in  the  hills  of 
north  Alabama  without  food,  and  his  army  would  be  forced 
to  disperse  to  avoid  starvation.  In  the  mean  time  the  enemy 
would  pass  over  the  mountain,  take  possession  of  Chattanooga, 
and  march  without  iutHiruption  into  Georgia  and  the  Caro- 
linas,  taking  possession  of  the  heart  of  the  Confederacy.  To 
avoid  all  these  results,  his  opinion  was  that  he  should  fall  back 
in  the  direetion  of  hia  base,  so  as  to  keep  the  line  connecting 
him  with  it  aU  the  time  covered.  General  Bragg  said ;  "  That 
b  all  very  well,  but  what  do  you  distinctly  propose  to  have 
donet"  General  Polk  replied  he  should  fall  back  or  retreat 
immediately,  as  he  did  not  think  there  was  a  moment  to  spare. 
"Then,"  said  General  Bragg,  "you  propose  that  we  shall  re- 
treatT"  General  Polk  said:  " I  do,  and  that  is  my  counsel." 
General  Hardee  was  then  asked  what  he  thought.  He  replied 
that  General  Polk's  views  carried  great  weight  with  them,  but 
he  was  not  prepared  to  advise  a  retreat.    He  thought  it  would 
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be  well  to  have  some  infantry  sent  along  the  line  to  snpport 
the  cavalry,  and  to  wait  for  further  developmenta.  It  was 
agreed  that  this  should  be  done,  and  that  the  infantry  should 
be  ordered  baeb  upon  the  line.    This  closed  the  oonferenoe. 

Tbe  Confederate  army  held  its  position  until  the  niglit 
of  the  30tli,  when,  finding  that  Rosecrans,  who  mean- 
while had  assembled  all  his  army  at  Manchester,  was 
pressing  to  gain  Ms  rear,  General  Bragg  withdrew,  and 
took  up  a  position  on  the  south  side  of  Elk  River,  pre- 
pared to  dispute  there  the  further  progress  of  the  enemy. 

About  eight  o'tilock  General  Polk,  who  held  a  position 
near  tlie  railroad  bridge,  received  the  following  note 
from  General  Bragg  at  Dechard: 

7  FM.,  July  1. 

The  enemy  has  reached  your  front ;  close  up.  The  question 
to  be  decided  instantly:  shall  we  fight  on  the  Elk  or  take  post 
at  foot  of  mountain  at  Cowan's  t 

To  which  General  Polk  replied ; 

You  ask,  "  Shall  we  fight  on  the  Elk  or  take  post  at  foot  of 
mountain  at  Cowan's  1 "  1  reply,  take  post  at  foot  of  moun- 
tain at  Cowan's. 

General  Hardee,  who  was  very  uneasy  at  the  outlook, 
sent  the  following  notes  to  General  Polk.  From  the 
second  note  it  is  presumed  the  query  propounded  to 
General  Polk  as  to  the  selection  of  the  battle-ground 
had  been  also  asked  of  him. 

HEAcguABTEBS,  July  1, 1863. 
8.30  PJt. 

My  dear  General:  I  have  been  thinking  aerionsly  of  the 
condition  of  affairs  with  this  army.  1  deeply  regret  to  see 
General  Bragg  in  his  present  enfeebled  state  of  health.  If 
we  have  a  fight,  he  is  evidently  unable  either  to  examine  and 
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detdnuine  his  line  of  battle  or  to  take  conunsnd  on  the  field. 
What  shall  we  do  1  What  is  best  to  be  done  to  save  this 
army  and  its  honor  t  I  think  we  ought  to  counsel  together. 
Where  is  Buoknerl 

The  enemy  eridently  believe  we  are  retreating,  and  will 
press  OS  vigorously  to-morrow.  When  can  we  meetl  I 
would  like  Buokner  to  be  present. 

Very  re^ectfnlly  and  truly  yours, 

W.  J.  Hardee, 
Lieutenant- GeHeral. 
Lteutknaitt-Okncral  Polk. 

July  1, 1863. 

BIy  dear  Oenerat:  I  have  answered  unhesitatingly,  "Let 
us  fight  at  the  mountain."  Thb  decision  will  render  unneces- 
sary the  meeting  whioh  I  sought  to-night ;  we  can  talk  about 
the  matter  to-morrow.  I  do  not  desire  that  any  one  but 
Buokner  and  yourself  should  know  my  anxiety.  Hy  mind  is 
in  part  relieved  by  the  decision,  which  I  have  no  doubt  will 
be  made,  to  fight  at  the  mountain.  If  asked  under  the  cir- 
cumstances  named  in  my  letter  whether  we  ought  to  fig^t  or 
retreat,  my  mind  inclines  now  to  the  latter  course. 

Lieijtenant-Genebai.  Polk. 

The  enemy  failed  to  attack,  and  gave  General  Bragg 
an  opportunity  to  move  to  the  mountun.  On  July  2 
Polk's  corps  was  ordered  to  proceed  to  Cowan,  Bnckner 
in  advance  of  it,  Hardee  to  move  on  the  road  to  Brake- 
field  Point,  Wheeler's  cavalry  to  cover  the  rear. 

At  C!owan  the  troops  drew  np  in  line  of  hattle,  both 
flanks  protected  by  the  mount^n. 

On  July  2,  the  enemy  declining  the  tender  of  hattle, 
although  enga^ng  Wheeler's  cavalry  wannly,  General 
Bragg  moved  his  force  to  Chattanooga,  reaching  there 
July  6,  in  good  order  and  without  serious  loss. 

Lieutenant  BiohmoDd,  in  bis  notes,  makes  this  closing 
statement : 
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Bvxing  the  retreat  not  a  g\m  was  lost  by  the'rorpe,  not  a 
pound  <it  ordnance  or  quartennaster's  stores,  and  not  $2000 
worth  of  oommissary  stores,  and  these  last  were  distributed 
to  the  famiJies  of  soldiers  at  SbelbyriUe. 

Though  there  was  some  strag^ing,  there  were  not  a  thon- 
sand  men  absent  from  the  corps  that  started  with  it  from 
Shelbyville ;  and,  owi:^  to  reoroits  that  met  it  on  its  arrival  in 
Chattanooga  and  while  en  route,  it  was  absolutely  400  stronger 
on  its  arrival  than  when  it  began  its  retrograde  movement. 

This  statement  of  the  condition  of  General  Polk's 
corps  applies  with  equal  force  to  that  of  General  Hardee. 
General  Hardee  was  a  soldier  who  thoroughly  knew  the 
bosiness  of  war,  not  only  upon  the  march,  but  in  the 
camp  and  upon  the  battlefield,'  and  it  was  a  great  mis- 
fortune to  the  Army  of  Tenaessee  that  it  lost  his  services 
at  this  juncture.  The  government  detached  him  to  the 
command  of  General  Johnston,  where  his  eminent  abil- 
ities aa  a  t«acher,  disciplinarian,  and  organizer  of  troops 
were  needed  in  the  reconstruction  of  General  Pemberton's 
army.  As  we  know  from  these  pages,  he  had  served  in 
the  West  from  the  outbreak  of  hostilities.  Since  the 
formation  of  this  army  he  had  occupied  a  most  conspic- 
uous position  in  every  emei^ney  which  it  had  con- 
fronted; he  bad  always  proven  himself  equal  to  the 
duties  devolved  upon  him ;  had  held  the  confidence  of 
bis  commanders,  his  associates,  and  his  subordinates; 
and  his  troops,  obeying  Mm  with  a  readiness  which  could 
only  come  from  the  utmost  reliance,  had  shown  their 
devotion  to  him  upon  every  battlefield.  A  perfectly 
courageous  man,  he  was  cool  and  calculating  in  victory 
or  defeat ;  quick  to  see  an  advantage,  be  could  hurt  bis 
enemy  and  yet  save  his  own  men.    When  to  these  bigb 

1  •'  LUe  of  Albert  Sidnej  JohnBton,"  pp.  363, 3M. 
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soldierly  traite  are  added  his  tact  and  'his  intdmate  knowl- 
edge of  Hie  goverumtiQt  of  that  army,  its  weaknesses  and 
itfi  strength,— r how  to  supplement  the  one  and  counteract 
the  other, — one  realizes  how  his  absence  jnst  at  this  time 
was  much  more  to  that  army  than  a  surface  view  would 
indicate.  To  General  Polk  it  was  a  double  loss :  first, 
of  a  reliable  friend ;  second,  of  an  associate  corps-com- 
mander with  whom  he  had,  as  it  were,  grown  up.  Apart 
from  their  early  association  in  Missouri,  where  they  first 
learned  to  know  each  other,  the  perplexities  pecuhar  to 
this  army,  which,  as  officers  nearest  to  the  commanding 
general,  they  had  faced  since  Shiloh,  had  developed  in 
General  Hardee  a  knowledge  of  the  requirements  of  the 
situation  which  could  only  be  had  by  long  contact  with 
them ;  he  therefore  "was  prepared  to  meet  the  emergen- 
cies of  the  position  of  corps-commander  in  this  army 
with  a  completeness  and  efficiency  impossible  to  one  a 
stranger  to  it. 

General  Bragg  was  not  as  conscious  of  all  tliis  as  he 
became  later,  for  Hardee's  absence  during  the  campaign 
and  battle  of  Chickamauga  proved  a  greater  loss  than 
even  hia  presence  at  Missionary  Ridge  proved  a  gain. 

No  doubt  General  Bragg  would  liave  preferred  the 
transfer  of  General  Polk,  whom  he  characterized  as  not 
only  lacking  in  promptness,  but  given  to  the  exercise  of 
too  much  latitude  in  the  execution  of  important  orders, 
thus  marring  his  plans  at  times.  But  even  if  these  ob- 
jections had  been  other  than  the  mere  reflections  of  the 
uncertainties  of  action  and  inadequateness  of  informal 
tion  so  often  evinced  by  the  head  of  the  army,  there  re- 
mained a  strength  in  the  harmony  of  action  and  feeluig 
existing  between  his  corps-commanders  and  in  their  com- 
bined influence  with  him, — for  it  was  very  real,  being 
always  exercised  with  scrupulous  subordination  and 
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courtesy, — which  was  sorely  missed  by  General  Bragg 
in  the  campaign  then  fonnii^. 

As  the  government  appeared  to  view  the  feeling  of 
General  Bragg's  subordinates  toward  bis  conduct  of 
the  campaigns  and  battles  of  his  army  as  evidences  of 
an  insubordinate  spirit  on  their  part,  or,  perhaps,  as  was 
blindly  charged,  of  selfish  concern  for  themselves,  it  log- 
ically preferred  to  find  elsewhere  a  successor  to  General 
Hardee.  It  therefore  assigned  General  D.  H.  Hill,  of 
the  Army  of  Northern  Virginia,  to  the  position. 

An  ardent  patriot  and  a  gallant  soldier,  General  Hill 
had  won  distinction  as  a  division  commander  in  many 
battles  in  Virginia.  He  now  entered  upon  his  duties  on 
his  new  field  in  a  manner  which  promised  a  fulfillment 
of  every  eiqjectation  from  the  govemmeat  and  from  his 
frieadB.' 

The  loss  of  the  army  at  Vicksburg,  with  the  defeat 
at  Gettysburg,  impressed  General  Polk  so  deeply  that 
he  concluded  to  take  council  with  General  Hardee  upon 
the  military  situation.     To  this  end  he  wrote,  July  30th: 

My  dear  Qeneral:  In  reflecting  on  the  eituatioD,  it  seema  to 
me  that  things  are  not  wearing  a  promising  aspect,  and  that 
BOme  change  in  our  programme  might  not  be  amiss. 

It  appears  from  our  advices,  that  Grant,  for  the  want  of 
water,  has  ceased  hia  march  from  Jackson  eastward,  and  has 
returned  to  Vicksburg.  It  is  also  reported  that  he  is  sending 
one  of  his  corps,  McPberaon's,  to  the  east,  to  cooperate  with 
Meade  against  Lee,  and  with  the  rest  he  is  preparing  to  move 
against  Mobile.  Suppose  ttus  to  be  so;  the  question  then  arises, 
what  disposition  is  best  for  our  own  forces? 

If  I  am  rightly  informed  as  to  Genl.  Johnston's  strength, 

■  General  Hill  had  served  with  General  BrasK  during  the  Mexican 
War.  holding  the  position  of  lieutcnaDt  in  BraES's  battery.  OenenJ 
Thomas  also  was  an  officer  in  the  same  battery. 
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it  is  hardly  sufficient  to  resist  a  ctHnbination  of  Grant  and 
Banks,  and  must  be  conteat  with  checking  their  onward  move- 
ment only.  It  is  not  sufficient  to  do  more,  and  first  or  last 
Alabama  mil  be  over-run  in  spite  of  him.  If  that  be  so,  could 
not  a  better  office  be  found  for  Geni.  Johnston  and  his  army? 
I  think  there  could. 

That  office  would  be  to  have  the  General  ordered  to  this  point 
with  his  whole  army,  excepting  certain  small  detachments,  and 
to  have  him  placed  in  command  of  the  whole  of  the  disposable 
forces  of  the  West  and  South,  or  Southwest,  to  be  concentrated 
at  this  point,  including  his  own,  Genl.  Bragg's,  and  General 
Buckner's  forces,  and  any  others  that  could  be  spared  over 
the  whole  Southwest. 

The  detachments  left  behind,  should  be  placed  at  the  most 
important  points  in  Ala.  and  Miss.,  to  be  held  in  dsservation, 
and  to  act  as  nuciei  around  which  the  quotas  of  state  troops 
now  being  raised,  should  be  concentrated.  To  such  com- 
mands should  be  entrusted  the  work  of  checking  the  enemy 
and  removing  stores,  Ac.  and  making  all  the  defence,  which 
in  the  existing  condition  of  things,  is  allowable  for  that  portion 
of  the  confederacy. 

The  army  thus  concentrated  under  Genl.  Johnston  ought 
to  foot  up  80,000  men,  exclusive  of  the  troops  of  Pemberton 
and  Gardner.  With  such  a  force  at  his  disposal,  I  see  no 
reason  why  Genl.  Johnston  might  not  assume  the  offenMve, 
and  attack  Rosencronz  mth  the  stroi^cst  probability  of  success. 
I  think  he  could  succeed  in  crushing  him,  and  reposaeaaing 
Middle  Tennessee,  then  he  might  move  down  and  take  pos- 
session of  the  neck  between  the  Cumberland  &  Tennessee,  and 
so  the  mouths  of  those  streams,  and  of  Columbus,  &  Island 
No.  10  and  Memphis,  in  short,  place  ub  where  we  have  ever 
desired,  and  been  attempting  to  be,  since  this  war  began. 
This  would  wipe  out  the  prestige  of  the  Vicksburg  success, 
and  throw  us  on  the  line  of  Grant's  communications,  open  a 
connection  with  the  Transmissiswppi  forces,  and  enable  us  to 
unite  and  move  down  upon  Grant  with  our  whole  Western 
strength.    Be^des  this  if  we  were  successful  we  might  hope  to 
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find  anna  to  ami  Pemberton,  and  to  employ  his  force  as  rapidly 
as  armed.  I  confess  in  this  campaign,  I  find  more  that  U  hope- 
ful and  promising  them  in  anything  that  presents  itself,  and 
it  is  in  keeping  with  views  I  have  always  entertained  and 
urged  in  regard  to  the  misNou  of  the  army  of  Tennessee.  In 
my  judgment  it  is  the  important  army  of  the  Confederacy, 
and  has  a  higher  mis^on,  and  properly  strengthened  and  well 
handled  it  will  be  found  to  have  accomplished  more  than  any 
other  in  effecting  the  great  results,  after  which  we  are  all  aim- 
it^.  So  deeply  impressed  am  I  with  these  views  I  have  \-en' 
tured  to  present  them  for  the  con^deratiou  of  the  President, 
and  now  submit  them  for  your  consideration,  as  having  been 
a  valued  co-worker  in  this  field  so  long,  and  throi^h  you  re- 
spectfully to  the  consideration  of  your  chief. 

Something  should  be  done,  and  th^t  promptly,  and  after 
mature  reflection  I  sec  nothing  having  the  aspect  of  the  feasible 
about  it,  but  the  campaign  indicated,  and  this  I  believe  would 
be  a  brilliant  success. 

We  are  gettii^  along  as  usual,  the  General  has  gone  for  some 
days  to  Cherokee  Springs.  We  are  throwing  up  earth- 
works, refitting,  &c.  Your  successor  has  taken  command,  and 
promises  apparently  to  work  harmoniously.  Hindman,  who 
is  to  follow  Withera— he  having  been  sent  to  organize  new 
troops  in  Alabama — has  not  arrived.  No  threat«nii^  of  the 
enemy  in  front  as  yet.  Should  like  to  hear  from  you  and 
remain, 

Very  truly  yours, 

(signed)  L,  Polk,  Lt.  Gcnl. 

Prompted  by  much  the  same  motives,  Hardee  before 
getting  this  letter  had  written  Polk  fully  and  conSdeo- 
tially.  The  letter,  dated  at  Morton,  Miss.,  July  27th, 
frankly  said  many  things  which  showed  Polk  that  just 
then,  at  least,  his  plan  was  not  likely  to  be  carried  out. 
Among  other  things  Hardee  said:  "I  found  General 
Johnston  at  this  place  with  an  army,  according  to  hia 
own  confession  much  reduced  in  numbers  by  desertion 
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and  much  demoralized.  My  experience  has  fully  con- 
firmed his  statement.  He  has  now  a  little  over  18,000 
effective  infantry.  I  would  not  like  to  say  what  I 
thought  of  the  organization,  discipline  and  general 
efficiency  of  hia  command,  I  fear  I  will  not  be  able  to 
do  as  much  as  you  anticipated.  I  know  I  wish  I  were 
back  at  Chattanooga  with  my  corps." ' 

The  conditions  revealed  did  not  promise  well  for  the 
western  armies,  and  as  Polk  had  already  felt  the  ab- 
sence of  Hardee,  he  heartily  sympathized  with  his  wish 
to  be  back  with  this  army. 

But  too  deeply  concerned  over  the  general  situation 
to  lose  sight  of  it,  Polk  now  expressed  himself  in  conS- 
dence  in  the  following  letter  to  Kenneth  Rayner.  No 
doubt  a  certain  amount  of  political  agitation  which  was 
being  sprang  upon  the  army  by  competing  candidates 
for  Congress  had  informed  him  upon  some  of  the  subjects 
touched  in  this  letter. 

Mr.  Kayner,  his  brother-in-law,  was  a  distinguished 
member  of  the  Whig  party,  and  one  of  the  leaders  of  his 
party  in  North  Carolina. 

Chatf.,  Aug.  15,  1863. 

The  falling  back  of  this  army  to  this  place  I  think  was 
judicious.  It  was  made  necessary  by  the  disparity  of  forces 
and  the  general  state  of  things  in  other  parts  of  the  field  at 
the  time.  We  are  now  waiting  developments.  Our  position, 
militarily,  is  stronger  than  it  has  been.  The  accident  of 
surface  produced  by  the  mountain  range  and  the  river  in 
our  front  are  greatly  in  our  favour.  Rosencranz  we  hear  is 
preparing  to  move  forward,  but  he  is  cautious,  and  will  risk 
nothing  if  he  can  help  it. 

As  to  Johnston  he  is  making  up  the  best  army  he  can  out 

of  the  debris  of  the  Miss.  fray.    He  is  at  Enterprise.    A  court 

•  Letter  in  poaacaaioii  of  the  author. 
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has  been  called  on  Pembcrton.  This  may  secure  the  return  of 
the  largest  part  of  the  Missisuppi  and  other  troops  furloughed 
by  him.  Aa  to  Grant  he  is  making  sure  of  his  conquest  on 
the  Miss,  and  preparing  to  advance  on  Mobile  so  soon  as  the 
weather  will  allow.  Of  Kirby  Smith  we  hear  very  little,  cer- 
t^nly  though  what  we  hear  is  favourable.  Aa  to  Price  he  ia 
said  to  have  reugned.  If  so  I  think  it  unfortunate.  This  is 
about  the  portion  of  affiurs  at  the  west.  As  to  the  army  in  Va. 
and  1^  condition  of  things  in  the  Carolinas  and  Geoi^  you 
are  no  doubt  posted. 

To  my  mind  nothing  is  clearer  than  that  we  are  approaching 
a  crisis  in  the  history  of  our  affairs,  and  it  is  to  that  I  desire 
to  call  your  attention.  That  we  have  lost  ground  in  the  last 
few  weeks  is  patent  to  all.  Some  of  ua  think  to  auch  an  extent 
as  to  make  it  necessary  to  adopt  at  once  measures  which  may 
meet  the  emergency.  As  to  the  anny  as  it  stands,  while  there 
may  be  occasional  desertions,  wc  have  no  fear.  We  think  it  may 
be  relied  on.  But  it  is  not  strong  enough.  It  must  be  increased. 
We  fuwe  the  men  and  Ihey  should  be  pvtinio  the  rariks.  To  accom- 
plish this,  more  vigour  ia  required  in  the  administration.  Its 
action  is  not  decided  enough.  It  docs  not  Be«m  to  rise  under 
increasing  pressure.  Whether  it  will  prove  equal  to  emci^ 
gencies  still  more  Btringcnt,  yet  to  come,  remains  to  be  seen. 
'  But  the  indication  which  I  think  most  significant  is  the 
tendency  now  manifesling  iUelf  in  differeni  sialea  among  the 
people  to  kt  down.  An  eye  should  be  placed  on  this  at  once, 
and  the  strongest  measures  adopted  to  put  it  down.  By  this 
morning's  despatches  I  see  the  troops  in  the  Va.  army  from 
N.  C.  are  holding  meetings  to  proclaim  against  the  stand  taken 
by  the  "Standard  newspaper";  it  ia  not  said  what  that  is  but 
I  hear  from  Genl.  Bragg  that  his  brother  Govt.  Bragg  writes 
him  it  has  proposed  yielding  and  returning  to  the  old  UnionI 
Can  this  be  so?  Then  we  have  an  account  from  Ala.  that  there 
b  more  or  less  of  that  sort  of  feeling  manifesting  itself  in  that 
state.  Witness  the  recent  election  of  Cruckshanks  over  Curry 
and  other  like  cases.  The  former  is  said  to  be  secretly  in  favour 
of  reconstruction.   The  army  was  not  allowed  to  vote  and  thei«- 
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fore  the  result.  We  hear  too  that  in  certain  parta  of  Miseisaippi 
there  is  a  feeling  of  great  despondency  and  a  diflpoaition  to  pve 
way — to  say  nothing  of  the  state  of  things  in  Georgia.  Now  all 
of  this  is  exceedingly  significant  and  calls  for  ipimediate  attention 
on  the  part  of  those  who  do  not  mean  to  allow  ow  efforts  to  fail. 
You  will  remember  our  conversation  on  the  subject  of  this 
failure  when  in  Raleigh.'  And  aithough  I  do  not  think  U  by  any 
means  clear  thai  we  cannot  succeed,  yet ;  from  the  present  condition 
of  the  army  as  to  numt>ers;  the  want  of  activity  and  enei^  on 
the  part  of  the  government  in  bringing  out  the  military  forces 
of  the  states;  the  altered  state  of  public  feeling  at  the  north, 
growing  out  of  Moi^jan's  raid  and  Lee's  invasion — both  very 
ill  advised — together  with  the  growing  evidences  of  diacwitent 
at  the  conduct  of  the  war  by  certain  hated  agents  or  ofBcials 
of  the  executive;  and  now,  more  than  all  these  indications  of 
lating  down  on  the  part  of  the  people,  I  am  construned  to  say 
that  I  feel  the  time  has  come  for  a  very  serious  c<mBideration  of 
our  dtuation. 

Read  in  connection  with  the  preceding  letters,  one  gets 
in  thia  a  true  picture  of  the  military  and  political  situa- 
tion as  it  was  shaping  itself  throughout  the  Confederacy, 
and  can  realize  the  necessity  for  successful  action  which 
pressed  upon  General  Brad's  army  just  then.  How  far 
they  contributed  to  the  concentration  of  troops  effected 
at  Chattanooga  a  few  weeks  later,  I  do  not  know,  but  it  is 
not  improbable  that  the  one  of  July  30th  had  a  good  deal 
to  do  with  it,  as  a  special  copy  of  it  was  sent  direct  to 
Mr.  Davis. 
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CHAPTER  VIL 

ceiceauadoa. 

July  to  Ootobkb,  1863. 

Oeoanl  Roseerans  etotaee  the  TenneBiee  RiTer.—  Gknenl  Bimudde'i 
adTanee. —  EvaoiuitloQ  of  Enoivllle. — BoaMmu' aettrlt;, — Topognipb- 
kal  view  of  the  field.— HoTemeiits  of  the  armlea. — Thomai  and  Crit- 
tendeii's  emape. — VadllattoD  and  delay. —  Confederate  poritkiD  on  the 
Cbliduunanga. —  BeglnDlng  of  the  battle.— Relative  atrength  of  the 
armlMl ;  Oeueral  Polk's  headquarters.—  RdaUona  of  Bngg  aod  HilL— 
Oeneral  Polk's  iDatmetioQS.  —  (jeneral  HUI'b  absenee  and  delay. —  Aocn- 
sations  against  Qenenl  Polk.— The  linea  of  battle.- The  aeoood  day's 
flghtluK. —  LongMi«et'a  advance. —  General  Hood  disabled.—  LdoIds 
Potkand  Jackson's  chBifre.  — The  "rebel  yell." — Bragg's Inappreclatlon 
of  thevlotory. — Dissatisfaction  of  the  army. —  Suspension  of  General 
Pdk. — His  defense,  and  action  of  President  Davis  thereon. — Trans- 
ferred to  a  new  command. — Hill's  letter  to  Breckemidge, — General 
Bragg's  letter  to  Major  Sykea. 

In  the  preceding  chapter  we  have  seen  that  the  retreat 
from  Tennessee  was  effected  with  slight  or  inconsiderable 
loss  in  mea  and  transportation,  and  that  Chattanooga 
was  occupied  during  the  first  week  of  July.  Qeneral 
Polk's  corps,  except  Anderson's  brigade  of  Withers's 
(now  Hindman's)  division,'  which  was  placed  at  Bridge- 
port, where  the  Nashville  railroad  cnjsses  the  Tennessee 
River,  for  purposes  of  observation,  was  retained  in  and 
around  Chattanooga,  and  Hill's  corps  was  distributed 
along  the  line  of  the  KnoxviDe  railroad,  with  Tyner's 
Station  as  its  center,  (General  Bragg  establishing  the 
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army  headqoarters  at  Chattanooga.  The  work  of  forti- 
fying was  begun  and  prosecated  for  some  weekB,  dnring 
which  the  army  seemed  to  awut  the  development  of  the 
enemy's  plans.  Beyond  reconnoissances  in  some  force 
to  Bridgeport  and  at  the  mouth  of  Battle  Creek,  the 
enemy  made  no  demonstration  until  the  21st  of  August, 
when  he  succeeded  in  covering  the  town  of  Chattanooga 
with  his  a^illery  from  the  heights  overlooking  the  Ten- 
nessee River  and  the  town.  This  bombardment  of  Chat- 
tanooga, which  was  intended  as  a  demoralizing  stroke, 
had  the  more  pregnant  significance  of  an  announcement 
that  the  enemy's  plans  were  completed,  and  were  about 
being  put  in  active  operation.  Its  effect  was  the  official 
evacuation  of  the  place  to  points  beyond  range  outside, 
and  the  withdrawal  of  stores  to  points  of  convenience  on 
the  railroad  to  the  rear,  and  the  retiring  of  Anderson's 
brigade  from  Bridgeport. 

On  the  26th  of  August  General  Bumside's  advance 
into  East  Tennessee  was  annouiteed  by  the  presence  of 
bis  cavalry  in  the  vicinity  of  Enoxville,  and  General 
Buckner  received  orders  to  evacuate  the  town  and  oc- 
cupy Loudon.  In  consequence  of  a  demonstration,  it  was 
said,  by  a  portion  of  Roseerans'  army  at  Blythe's  Ferry 
on  the  Tennessee  River,  opposite  to  the  mouth  of  the 
Hiawassee,  he  was  ordered  to  fall  back  from  Loudon  tJ> 
Charleston,  and,  soon  after,  to  the  vicinity  of  Chattanooga. 
Pending  these  movements  above,  which  were  to  give 
East  Tennessee  to  the  Federals  not  only  for  occupation, 
but  for  cooperation  with  Roseerans  in  his  designs  upon 
Chattanooga  and  the  Army  of  Tennessee,  Roseerans  was 
not  idle  below.  On  Tuesday  morning,  September  1, 
citizens  living  near  Caperton's  Ferry  reported  that  the 
enemy  was  crossing  the  Tennessee  River  in  force  at  that 
point;  that  on  Saturday,  the  29th  of  August,  three  days 
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before,  a  force  of  Federal  eavalry  had  forded  the  river 
at  some  shallows  above,  had  proi^^eded  down  the  river 
on  the  south  side  to  Oaperton's,  and,  in  eonjunctiou  with 
another  force  appearing  simultaneoosly  on  the  opposite 
shore,  had  thrown  a  pontoon  bridge  across  the  river; 
that  the  enemy  commeuewl  immediately  to  cross  in  force, 
had  been  crossing  for  tliree  days  (Saturday,  Sunday,  and 
Monday),  and  were  moving  across  Sand  Mountain  in  the 
direction  of  Wills'  Valley  and  Trenton.  This  story,  re- 
garded at  army  headquarters  as  incredible,  was  soon 
after  confirmed  by  reports  of  the  occupation  of  Trenton 
by  the  enemy's  cavalry,  and  by  its  advance  up  Uie  Wills' 
Valley  railroad  in  the  direction  of  Chattanooga  as  far  as 
Wahatchie  (within  seven  miles),  as  a  covering-force  to 
the  advance  of  its  infantiy  columns  on  Trenton. 

In  order  to  understand  this  movement  of  General 
Rosecrans,  and  the  subsequent  operations,  a  topographi- 
cal view  is  necessary. 

Chattanooga  is  situated  on  the  Tennessee  River  at  the 
mouth  of  Chattanooga  Valley,  —  a  valley  following  the 
course  of  the  Chattanooga  Creek,  and  formed  by  Look- 
out Mountain  and  Missionary  Ridge.  East  of  Missionary 
Ridge,  and  running  parallel  with  it,  is  another  valley — 
Chickamauga  Valley  —  following  the  course  of  Chicka- 
mauga  Creek,  which,  with  the  Chattanooga  Creek,  dis- 
charges its  waters  into  the  Tennessee  River;  the  first 
above  and  the  latter  below  the  town  of  Chattanooga,  the 
two  having  a  common  source  in  McLemore's  Cove,  the 
common  head  of  both  valleys,  which  is  bounded  by  Look- 
out Mountain  on  the  west,  and  Pigeon  Mountain  on  the 
east.  Wills'  Valley  is  a  narrow  valley  Ijing  to  tlie  west 
of  Chattanooga,  between  Lookout  Mountain  and  Sand 
Mountain,  and  is  traversed  by  a  railroad,  whip-li  takes 
i\»  name  from  tlie  valley,  and  which,  reaching  from  the 
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Nashville  aod  Chattanooga  railroad  where  the  hitter 
crosBes  the  valley,  had  its  temuDos  at  that  time  at  Tren- 
toD.  The  distance  of  Bridgeport  from  Chattanooga  is 
twenty-eight  miles,  of  Capei-ton's  Ferry  about  forty,  asid 
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of  Trenton  fiomething  over  twenty.  Ringgold  is  eighteen 
miles  from  Chattanoogit,  on  tlie  railroad  leading  to 
Atlanta,  and  Dalton  about  forty,  at  the  point  where 
that  railroad  connects  with  the  East  Tcnnes«ee  railroad. 
Rome  is  sixty-five  miles  sontliwest  of  Chattanooga,  on 
the  Coosa  River,  at  tlie  point  of  confluence  of  the  Etowah 
and  Oostenaula.  The  wagon  road  from  Chattanooga  to 
Rome — known  as  the  Lafayette  row! — cros.seR  Mission- 
ary Ridge  into  Cliickaniauga  Valley  at  Rossville,  and. 
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proceeding  in  a  southwesterly  direction,  crosses  Ctiicka- 
manga  Creek  eleven  miles  from  Chattanooga,  at  Lee  and 
Oordon's  Mill,  and,  passing  to  the  east  of  Pigeon  Moun- 
tain, goes  through  Lafayette,  distant  some  twenty-two 
miles  from  Chattano(^;a,and  Suinmerville,  within  twenty- 
flve  miles  of  Rome.  From  Caperton's  Perry  there  is  a 
road  leading  over  Sand  Mountain  into  Wills'  Valley  at 
Trenton,  and  from  Trenton  to  Lafayette  and  Dalton, 
over  Lookout  Mountain,  through  Cooper's  and  Stevens's 
gaps  into  McLemore's  Cove,  and  thence  over  Pigeon 
Mountain  through  Dug  Gap  to  Lafayette.  The  road 
from  Trenton,  following  Wills'  Valley,  exposed,  by  easy 
communications,  Rome,  imd  through  it  western  Geoi^ia 
and  eastern  Alabama,  with  easy  access  to  the  important 
central  positions,  Atlanta  and  Selma. 

General  Bragg,  believing  a  flanking  movement  to  be 
the  pnrpose  of  the  enemy  in  his  movements  on  the 
left,  ordered  General  Hill,  on  Monday,  September  7,  to 
move  witli  his  corps  to  Lafayette,  and  General  Polk  to 
Lee  and  Gordon's  Mill,  and  Gener^  Buckner,  with  the 
Army  of  East  Tennessee,  and  General  Walker,  with  his 
division  but  recently  arrived  from  the  Army  of  Missis- 
sippi, to  concentrate  at  Lafayette,  and  General  Pegram 
was  directed  to  cover  the  Chattanooga  and  Atlanta  rail- 
road with  his  division  of  cavalry.  These  dispositions 
having  been  made  of  the  Confederate  forces,  Gteneral 
Crittenden,  commanding  the  left  wing  of  General  Rose- 
crans'  army,  which  had  not  moved  with  the  right  and  cen- 
ter, but  had  been  left  in  the  Sequatchie  Valley,  crossed  the 
Tennessee  River  at  the  mouth  of  Battle  Creek,  and  moved 
upon  Chattanooga.  General  McCook,  commanding  the 
right  wing,  was  thrown  forward  upon  the  road  leading 
through  Wills'  Valley,  to  threaten  Rome,  and  the  corps  of 
General  Thomas  was  put  in  motion  over  Lookout  Mouu- 
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tain  in  the  direction  of  Lafayette,  l>y  way  of  Stevens's  Gap 
and  McLemore's  Cove.  The  reserve  corps,  under  General 
Granger,  was  concentrating  about  Bridgeport.  In  view 
of  the  situation  of  the  enemy  as  above  given,  General 
Polk,  in  response  to  an  inquiry  from  the  commanding 
general,  urged  the  prompt  seiziu-e  of  the  opportunity 
offered  of  striking  Rosecrans  in  detail,  and  argned  in 
favor  of  an  attack,  first  upon  Thomas,  to  be  followed  by 
one  upon  Crittenden,  leaving  McCook  to  be  dealt  with 
tis  he  should  attempt  to  reeross  the  Tennessee  River. 
General  Brs^  decided  to  make  the  initial  effort  against 
the  corps  of  Thomas,  whose  advance,  variously  estimated 
at  from  4000  to  8000  men,  was  known  to  have  reached 
McLemore's  Cove.  Hindmau's  division  was  accordingly 
detached  from  General  Polk's  corps,  in  order  tliat  General 
Hindman  himself  mighl^make  the  movement  under  the 
direct  supervision  of  army  headqnartei's.  General  Polk 
meanwhile,  with  bis  remaining  division  and  General 
Buckner's  corps,  was  assigned  a  position  some  four  miles 
south  of  Lee  and  Gordon's  Mill,  to  protect  Hindman  from 
interference  by  Crittenden,  who,  pafising  through  Chatta- 
nooga, was  then  marching  toward  Ringgold.  Hindman  . 
was  ordered  to  move  at  midnight  of  September  9,  and  be 
in  position  as  early  as  practicable.  General  Hill,  whose 
corps  lay  in  the  direction  of  Lafayette,  was  ordered  to 
take  Cleburne's  division,  then  guarding  the  approaches 
through  Dug  and  Catleta  g^P^i  ^uid,  moving  through 
the  gaps,  to  unite  with  Hindman  and  take  charge  of  tlie 
forces.  General  HiU,  however,  reported  Cleburne  ill, 
and  the  roads  through  the  gaps  so  filled  with  timber 
that  he  could  not  execute  the  order.  General  Buckner, 
inconBequence,wasdirected,at  8  A.M.of  thelOth,tomove 
his  cx>rps  to  Hindman's  support  and  supply  General  Hill's 
place.     TTinflTTii^Ti  got  into  position  early  on  Uie  mom- 
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ing  of  the  10th.  Backner  followed  without  delay,  but 
was  UQable  to  reach  Hmdmau  until  about  half -past  four 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon  —  too  late  to  accomplish  the 
object  in  view  on  that  day. 

While  these  movements  were  going  on,  Negley's  divi- 
sion of  the  opposing  forces  moved  down  into  McLe- 
more's  Cove  and  advanced  to  within  a  mile  of  Dug  Gap. 
Baird's  division  moved  np  within  supporting  distance, 
leaving  Reynolds's  and  Brannan's  divisions  still  to  the 
west  of  the  mountain. 

By  dayhght  of  the  following  day — the  11th — General 
Hill  had  made  his  way  through  the  gap,  and  was  ready 
to  respond  to  Hindman's  attack,  but,  during  the  night, 
Hindman,  tJirough  the  wording  of  dispatches  from  army 
headquarters '  (which  had  become  needlessly  apprehen- 
sive touching  McCoob's  movements),  was  made  uncertain 
of  General  Brag's  intentions  and  wishes,  and  did  not 
attack.  Negley,  realizing  the  peril  of  his  situation,  with- 
drew with  Baird,  about  10  a.m.,  to  a  secure  position  at  the 
foot  and  sides  of  the  mountain.  When  this  movement 
t^inst  Thomas  was  thus  foiled  (noon,  September  11), 
the  one  clearly  indicated  as  the  next  to  be  made  was 
that  against  Crittenden,  then  near  Ringgold.  General 
Bragg  already  stood  between  Crittenden  and  Thomas, 
and  an  easy  and  safe  march  down  Chattanooga  Valley 
would  have  placed  him  in  a  position  from  which  he  could 
readily  command  Crittenden's  line  of  retreat.  Then, 
with  his  preponderance  of  cavalry,  it  would  have  been  an 
easy  matter  to  intercept  this  corps  before  it  could  escape 
across  the  Tennessee  River.  But,  misled  as  to  MeCook's 
position,  General  Bragg  marched  all  his  force  to  Lafa- 
yette to  meet  as  he  supposed  the  advance  of  the  enemy 
from  Alpine  northward.     By  this  movement  General 

1  "OffleUBeeords,  War  of  Bebelllini,'' vol  nx,  pt  il,pp.  2M,  2SS. 
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Bra^  lOBt  the  advantage  whicli  he  held  over  Crittenden, 
and  at  the  same  time  sacrificed  twenty-four  hours.  This 
delay  was  Crittenden's  salvation.  He  utilized  it  to  move 
all  his  corps  to  Lee  and  Gordon's  Mill  west  of  the  Chicka- 
msuga,  two  thirds  of  it  having  been  to  the  east  of  it  near 
Ringgold,  and  by  so  doing  established  his  communica- 
tion with  Thomas,  and  covered  his  hue  of  retreat  by 
Chattanooga.  Tkis  he  accomplished  by  nightfall  oit  thf 
12th} 

On  the  night  of  the  11th,  General  Bra^,  discovering 
that  he  was  mistAken  as  to  the  position  and  attitude  of 
MeCook,  turned  his  attention  to  Crittenden.  Polk  was 
directed  to  countermarch  Cheatham's  division  and  take 
position  at  Rock  Spring  Church,  eight  miles  from  Lafa- 
yette, and  five  miles  from  Leeand  Gordon's  Mill.  Dur- 
ing the  afternoon  of  the  12th,  Walker's  division  was 
added  to  this  force;  and  toward  the  morning  of  the 
13th,  Hiudman's  also,  which  was  then  ^  for  the  first  time 
returned  to  General  Polk  from  the  duty  which  it  had 
been  performing  against  Thomas  in  McLemore's  Cove. 

Unaware  of  the  concentration  which,  during  these 
movements,  Crittenden  had  effected  at  Lee  and  Gordon's 
Mill,  and  beheving  him  to  be  divided  between  this  latter 
point  and  Peavine  Church  (see  map),  General  Bragg,  at 
6  P.M.  of  the  12th,  wrote  Polk  that  from  his  position, 
which  was  five  miles  south  of  the  mill  and  two  miles 
southwest  of  Peavine  Church,  he  had  presented  to  him 
a  fine  opportunity  for  striking  Crittenden  in  detail,  and 
at  8  P.M.  followed  this  note  with  an  explicit  order  to  attack 
at  daylight  the  column  at  Peavine  Church,  on  the  Grays- 
ville  and  Lafayette  road.  These  commimications,  coin- 
cident  with  the  concentration  of  all  Crittenden's  corps 

I  "  OfflcU  B«eoFib,  War  of  BebellloD,"  rol.  six,  pt  1,  p.  60L 
*  Ibid,,  TOL  XXX,  pt.  It,  pp.  641,  642. 
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at  Lee  and  Gordon's  Mill,  bad  as  their  foundation  the 
reports  sent  General  Bragg  by  his  cavalry,  who,  operat- 
ing on  the  12th  against  Crittenden's  two  divisions  march- 
ing from  Ringgold,  had  been  met  t>y  the  forces  sent  out 
to  cover  this  movement  Wilder,  on  the  Lafayette  and 
Bin^old  road,  made  a  fierce  attack  on  Fegr&m,  and 
Palmer  threw  out  a  force  as  far  as  Pesvine  Ghnn-h. 
These  ^^ressions  had  been  interpreted  and  reported  as 
the  real  advance  of  Crittenden's  detached  divisions,  and 
were  again  reported  as  such  to  General  Polk  upon  his 
arrival  (7  p.m.)  at  his  position.  He  also  learned  then  that 
the  force  at  Lee  and  Gordon's  Mill  was  likewise  moving 
forward,  a  brigade  having  l>een  advanced  thence  that 
afternoon  for  the  purpose  of  a  reconnoissanco.  As  the 
first  infonnation  was  in  keeping  with  that  which  he  had 
just  received  from  army  headquarters,  General  Polk, 
without  further  investigation,  assumed  all  to  be  correct. 
Wishing  to  ensure,  not  merely  the  defeat  of  Critten- 
den's corps,  but  its  destruction,  he  transmitted  all  this  in- 
formation to  General  Br^;^  at  once  (S  p.h.),  and,  after 
st-atiug  the  disposition  of  Cheatham's  and  Walker's  divi- 
sions, added,  "  I  am  therefore  clearly  of  the  opinion  that 
you  should  send  me  additional  force,  so  as  to  make  ftul- 
ure  impossible ;  and  great  success  here  would  be  of  incal- 
culable benefit  to  our  cause."  He  then  suf^ested  that 
Buckner's  corps  be  sent  him,  leaving  Hill  for  any  con- 
tingency at  Lafayette.  Aft«r  saying  that  all  his  gen- 
eral officers  agreed  in  this  opinion,  he  continued :  "I  am 
myself  so  profoundly  convinced  of  this,  that  I  beg  leavo 
most  respectfully  and  urgently  to  press  this  upon  your 
attention."  Then,  in  allusion  to  his  position  and  plan, 
pending  the  arrival  of  Hindman,  who  was  essential  to 
his  attack,  he  said :  "The  enemy  is  moving  with  st«ady 
step  upon  my  position  —  it  is  a  strong  one  —  and  will 
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no  doubt  attack  early  in  the  morning.  My  troops  I  can- 
not get  into  poEition  in  time  to  atttick  myself  at  so  early 
an  hour  as  day-dawn.  If  I  find  he  is  not  going  to  attack 
me,  I  will  attack  him  without  delay." 

In  reply  General  Bra^  ordered  Bnckner  forward,  and 
at  12.30  A.M.  added :  "  The  enemy  [McCook]  is  approach- 
ing from  the  south,  and  it  is  highly  important  that  yonr 
attack  in  the  morning  should  be  quick  and  decided.  Let 
no  time  be  lost." 

At  daylight  the  cavalry  moved  forward  to  develop  the 
enemy.  Hindman  got  into  position  about  six  o'clock, 
and  the  line  was  Roon  ready  to  advance ;  but  the  question 
waa,  Upon  which  roadt  General  Bragg  had  directed  it 
upon  the  Graysville  road,  and  the  enemy  had  been  re- 
ported in  heavy  force  in  that  direction  the  night  before ; 
but  the  cavalry  now  reported  that  there  was  no  enemy 
in  that  direction.  They  had  retired,  as  we  have  seen, 
the  evening  before,  as  soon  as  the  purpose  of  their  ad- 
vance had  been  accomplished,  which,  as  we  have  shown, 
was  the  jimction  of  all  Crittenden's  divisions  at  Lee  and 
Gordon's  Mill. 

This  fact  was  discovered  about  noon.  It  was  now  evi. 
dent  that  the  Confederate  leaders  had  been  outwitted,  as 
no  such  force  had  been  in  Polk's  front  tlie  night  before, 
as  had  been  reported  to  him,  and  as  he  reported  to  Gen- 
eral Bragg. 

In  judging  Polk's  attitude  in  this  matter,  dae  weight 
must  be  given  to  his  real  purpose,  which  was  to  torn 
General  Bragg's  attention  from  MuCook,  and  so  fix  it 
upon  Crittenden  that  he  would  move  upon  him  witli 
force  enough  to  accomplish,  not  merely  his  defeat,  but 
his  destruction.  This  purpose  was  in  part  fulfilled,  be- 
cause Buckner's  corps  was  moved  up,  and  General  Bragg 
himself  came  to  the  front  as  early  as  9  a.m.    Abont 
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noon  the  enemy  was  definitely  located  at  the  mill,  and 
Polk  with  25,000  men  was  ready  to  move  upon  him. 


Bat  Oeneral  Br^g  declined  to  go  farther,  halted  the 
troops,  and,  taking  Buckner's  corps  with  him,  retomed 
to  Lafayette. 
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At  first  it  is  difflctilt  to  understand  General  Bragg's 
reason  for  not  moving  direct  upon  Crittenden  at  this 
time,  a£  he  was  only  five  miles  away,  and  the  creek  was 
easily  fordable  at  many  points  both  below  and  above  his 
position.  McCook,  however,  was  again  the  disturbing 
element  This  Gener^  Bragg  stated  at  the  time,  and 
it  is  shown  in  bis  reply  to  General  Polk's  dispatch  urg- 
ing concentration  upon  Crittenden.  There  was  a  strik- 
ing resemblance  in  all  this  to  the  attitude  at  Harrods- 
burg  in  the  Kentucky  campaign, —  the  same  lack  of  in- 
formation, the  same  vacillation, —  and  it  was  a  sugges- 
tive revelation  to  those  who  had  made  the  Kentucky 
campaign. 

The  13th,  14th,  15th,  and  16th  passed,  and  still  noth- 
ing was  attempted.  General  Polk's  corps  was  with- 
drawn, and,  with  the  remainder  of  tlie  army,  lay  at  Lafa- 
yette, watching  Thomas  and  expecting  McCook.  Forty 
miles  of  road  running  across  a  difRcult  mountain  range 
separated  the  Federal  right  from  its  companion  corps. 
General  Bragg  stood  with  his  army  united  in  the  midst 
of  his  enemy's  disjointed  forces,  but  he  was  bewildered 
and  confused.  The  miscarriage  of  his  plans  seemed  to 
paralyze  him,  and  General  Polk  rehictantly  admitted  to 
himself  that  the  condition  of  tlie  commanding  general 
was  fast  approaching  that  which  during  the  retreat  from 
Tullahoma  had  cau6e<l  General  Hardee  so  much  uneasi- 
ness. He  was  physically  unable  to  withstand  the  strain, 
and  this  became  only  the  more  apparent  as  the  campaign 


General  Roseerans  finally  abandoned  the  idea  with 
which  he  had  seemed  possessed,  that  General  Brt^g 
was  in  disorderly  retreat,  and  awakened  at  last  to  a 
sense  of  the  peril  of  his  position.  He  therefore  retired 
Crittenden  to  the  foot  of  Missionary  Ridge,  and  directed 
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McCook  to  dose  on  Thomas  at  SteveDs's  Gap  ae  rapidly 
as  possible.  On  the  17th  of  September  these  three  corps 
were  within  supporting  distance  of  each  other,  their  line 
extending  from  opposite  Lee  and  Gordon's  Mill  on  their 
left,  through  McLemore's  Cove,  to  the  top  of  Lookout 
Mountain  on  their  right. 

Moving  up  carefully,  General  Bragg  succeeded  by  the 
night  of  the  17tb  of  September  in  placing  his  army  in 
position  upon  the  east  side  of  the  Chivkamaiiga :  its  line 
extending  from  McLemore's  Cove  on  the  left  to  Reed's 
Bridge  on  the  right;  its  center,  commanded  by  General 
Polk,  resting  opposite  Lee  and  Gordon's  Mill. 

In  view  of  the  tempting  opportunity  now  offered  to 
the  Confederate  general,  with  the  army  of  Rosecrajis 
spread  out  before  him.  General  Polk  proposed  that  a 
strong  demonstration  be  made  at  Lee  and  Gordon's  Mill, 
and,  under  cover  of  this  feint,  that  the  remainder  of  the 
army  should  march  rapidly  by  the  right  flank  as  far  as 
Reed's  Bridge  and  fords  near  by,  and,  having  crossed 
Chickamauga  Creek  and  Valley,  should  occupy  Rossville ; 
and  then,  moving  at  right  angles  to  the  Lafayette  and 
Chattanooga  road,  close  the  exit  of  the  opposing  forces 
from  the  valley  in  the  direction  of  Chattanooga. 

The  movement  could  have  been  supported  by  Gen- 
eral Longstreet's  troops,  tlien  arriving  at  Ringgold  from 
Virginia,  and  in  spite  of  the  presence  of  Granger,  then 
at  Chattanooga,  would  have  effectually  barred  General 
Rosecrans'  communication  with  Cliattanooga,  and  placed 
him  in  the  power  of  the  Confederate  generaL  This 
movement  could  have  been  executed  on  the  ITtli  or  18th 
of  September.  But  General  Bragg,  who  practically  had 
already  formulated  a  similar  plan,  believed  he  could  ac- 
complish the  same  end  by  crossing  nearer  the  mill,  the 
point  at  which  the  Federal  left  then  rested,  and  in  ac- 
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eordauce  with  this  design  he  issued  the  neeessary  orders. 
By  nightfall  of  the  18th  he  bad  placed  Hood's  and 
Walker's  eommaads,  with  Forrest's  cavalry,  to  the  west 
of  the  river,  covering  the  bridges  and  fords  by  which  he 
intended  to  crc»s  the  remainder  of  the  army  on  the  fol- 
lowing day.  Forrest  was  at  Alexander's  Bridge,  Walker 
half  a  mile  in  front  of  Mm,  Hood  in  front  of  Thedford's 
Ford,  aboat  nme  hundred  yards  east  of  the  Chattanooga 
road.  General  Polk  and  General  Hill  were  opposite 
Lee  and  Gordon's  and  Glad's  Mills  respectively,  and 
during  the  day  made  demonstrations  against  the  forces 
at  these  points,  in  order  to  cover  the  movements  just 
not«d. 

Pending  these  movements.  General  Rosecrans,  per- 
ceiving General  Bra^s  purpose,  shifted  his  line  farther 
down  the  stream,  retaining  Crittenden  at  Lee  and  Gor- 
don's Mill.  He  mov(!d  McCook  near  Pond  Spring,  and 
Thomas  was  directed  to  pass  to  the  rear  of  Crittenden 
and  take  position  near  Kelly's  house,  on  the  Lafayette 
and  Chattanooga  roa*!,  nearly  opposite  Reed's  Bridge. 
(See  Map  1  of  the  series.)  Thomas  succeeded  by  dawn 
of  the  19th  in  placing  Brnnnau'H  and  Baird's  divisions  in 
the  position  to  which  he  had  been  ordered. 

Leaving  for  a  moment  the  movement  of  troops,  we 
will  now  give  some  noticji  to  the  field  upon  which  the 
battle  of  Cliickamaiiga  y/aa  to  be  fought. 

It  was  an  undulating  snrfiice,  gradually  riijing  6»  it 
extended  from  the  stream  t^)  tlie  spurs  and  ravines  of 
the  foothills  of  Missionary  Ridge,  from  two  to  four  miles 
to  the  west.  The  road  from  Chattanooga  to  Lafayett*', 
called  the  State  road,  ran  through  tliis  space  in  a  nearly 
straight  line  from  Rossville  on  the  north,  where  it  crossi'd 
Missionary  Ridge,  to  Lee  and  Gordon's  Mill  on  the  south, 
where  it  crossed  the  Chickamauga.     Tlie  line  of  this  part 
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of  the  road,  together  with  the  general  line  of  the  stream, 
which  lay  east  of  the  road,  formed  an  acute  angle,  with 
its  apes  at  Lee  and  Gordon's  Mill  and  its  base  toward 
RossvUle.  It  was  within  this  angle  that  the  Confederate 
line  formed,  conforming  itself  in  the  main  to  the  line  of 
the  road,  and  for  that  reason  at  a  distance  from  the 
stream,  which  increased  gradually  from  left  to  right. 
On  the  19th  the  Federal  line  conformed  in  the  main  to 
the  line  of  the  road,  but  on  the  20th  was  forced  to  alter 
this  relation,  as  will  appear.  The  entire  area,  more 
especially  that  part  between  the  road  and  the  stream, 
was  covered  mostly  with  undergrowth  still  in  leaf.  In 
the  main  it  was  heavily  wooded,  but  here  and  there,  par- 
tieidarly  along  the  line  of  the  State  road,  were  cultivated 
fields.  There  had  been  but  little  rain  for  some  time  prior 
to  the  battle,  consequently  the  old  coating  of  dead  leaves 
and  the  dry  grass  afforded  a  ready  fuel  for  the  spread 
of  fire.  Partly  from  the  accidents  of  battle,  but  mainly 
from  the  camp-fires,  this  was  soon  developed,  and  upon 
the  right,  where  the  woods  were  most  dense,  bo  much 
smoke  was  created  as  to  embarrass  movement  after  dark. 

THE  BATTLE  OP  THE  19TH. 

At  dawn  on  the  19th  of  September  the  Confederate 
demonstration  at  Lee  and  Gordon's  Mill  was  resumed, 
with  a  view  of  holding  the  enemy  in  their  position  at 
that  point.  In  order  to  complete  the  left  of  tlie  Confed- 
erate line  of  battle,  General  Buckner  now  took  position 
to  the  left  of  General  Hood,  his  left  resting  on  the  stream 
some  fifteen  hundred  yanls  below  the  mill.  Cheatham, 
who  had  been  detachcl  from  General  Polk  during  the 
previous  night,  crossed  Hunt's  Ford  about  7  A.M.,  and 
took  post  in  the  rear  of  Walker's  position  of  the  day  pre- 
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tiohb,  from  whieh  Walker  had  moved  to  take  post  on 
Hood's  right.  Forrest,  nuder  orders  direct  from  army 
headquarters,  moved  at  dawn  with  Pegram's  division  to 
reeonnoiter  in  the  direction  of  the  roada  leading  west 
from  Reed's  Bridge,  and  in  doing  so  struck  a  brigade 
that  had  gone  out  in  like  observation  under  the  direction 
of  General  Thomas. 

Forrest  attacked,  and  the  battle  of  Chicktunauga  be- 
gan :  unexpectedly  to  General  Bragg,  however,  because 
it  was  in  a  direction  for  wliicli  be  was  unprepared,  for 
he  still  phu^d  the  enemy's  left  at  Lee  and  Gordon's  Mill, 
where  he  had  planned  to  assail  and  turn  it 

General  Rosecrans,  as  we  have  seen,  had  judiciously 
thrust  his  left  beyond  the  Confederate  right  to  an  ad- 
vantageous position,  which  enabled  him  not  only  to 
cover  his  line  to  Chattanooga,  but  to  assault  the  Con- 
federate right  with  the  expectation  of  crushing  it  in  Ulo 
bed  of  the  Chickamauga.  General  Thomas  was  honored 
with  the  command  of  this  assault,  and  he  strove  with 
his  best  will  to  achieve  it.  Asking  Palmer,  of  Critten- 
den's corps,  to  strike  in  front  while  he  attacked  in  flank, 
he  added,  "  I  think  we  can  use  them  up."  With  Bran- 
nan's  and  Baird's  divisions  he  bore  down  heavily  against 
Forrest  until  the  latter  appealed  to  Walker  for  relief. 
Ekitoi's  and  Wilson's  brigades  speedily  responded,  and 
with  this  force  the  gallant  cavalry  chief  stayed  the  tide 
of  battie.  The  cheek,  however,  was  but  temporary.  Gen- 
eral Bragg  next  dispatched  the  remainder  of  Walker's 
command  tohis  support.  Its  timely  onset  about  11.30  a.m. 
placed  the  advantage  with  the  Confederates. 

The  divisions  of  Johnston,  Palmer,  and  Reynolds  now 
came  into  General  Thomas's  line  on  the  right,  and,  strik- 
ing Walker's  left  flank  while  he  was  forcing  back  Bran- 
nan  and  Baird,  seriously  threatened  the  capture  of  a 
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good  part  of  his  command.  Skillfully  extricating  his 
command  from  the  danger  involved,  Walker  now  slowly 
withdrew.  It  was  then  neat  1  p.m.,  and  it  strongly  ap- 
peai-ed  that  Thomas  would  accomplish  his  design  of  driv- 
ing the  Confederate  right  to  the  stream.  But  Cheatham 
had  been  ordered  to  Walker's  support.  He  formed  his 
division  to  the  left  and  rear  of  Walker  in  two  lines  across 
the  road  leading  from  Alexander's  Brid^,  and,  moving 
up  to  Thomas's  exultant  divisions,  strutik  their  exposed 
right  and  threw  it  back  in  diaoi-der. 

General  Polk,  who  had  remained  with  Uindman  to 
press  the  demonstration  at  Lee  and  Gordon's  Mill,  re- 
ceived orders  at  noon  t^*  withdraw  this  division  as  early 
as  practicable,  move  it  across  the  stream,  and  assume 
command  of  the  operations  in  progress  on  the  right. 
Hastily  issuing  the  necessary  orders  to  Hindman,  he 
rode  at  once  to  the  scene  of  conflict,  which  he  reached 
just  as  Cheatham  was  moving  forward  to  the  assault  we 
have  already  mentioned.  From  a  reconnoissance  of  the 
position,  necessarily  brief,  he  formed  the  opinion  that 
the  forces  under  him  were  contending  with  Thomas's 
entire  corps,  and,  perhaps,  fractions  of  other  corps.  He 
reported  this  to  General  Bragg,  and,  as  Walker  had  suf- 
fered severely,  asked  that  another  division  might  be 
placed  at  his  disposition.  In  the  meanwhile,  Cheatham 
had  become  engaged  and  was  steadily  pressing  forward, 
and  Walker  having  reformed  his  command,  Polk  had 
ordered  him  to  the  right,  so  as  to  take  position  m  echelon 
and  cover  Cheatham's  right  flank,  Forrest  covering  the 
extreme  right. 

The  Federal  forces,  righting  their  line,  now  moved 
against  Cheatham's  front  so  vigorously  that  he  was  com- 
pelled to  yield.  Half  of  Walker's  command  was  now 
thrown  forward  on  the  right  of  Cheatham  to  meet  the 
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pressure  in  that  direction.  SteiwairVa  divisioD  of  Buck- 
□ei^s  corps  now  came  upon  the  ground.  Its  amval  was 
most  opportane.  Cheatham's  left  had  in  turn  been 
flanked  by  Beynolde,  and  his  entire  command  was  fall- 
ing back.  Lieutenant  Richmond,  General  Polk's  aide, 
familiar  with  the  ground,  and  alive  to  the  ui^ency  of  the 
situation,  put  Stewart  in  position  on  Cheatham's  left,  and 
pointed  out  the  direction  for  his  attack.  Moving  promptly 
forward,  Stewart's  division  struck  Reynolds's,  and  swept 
it  out  of  the  way.  Continuing  farther,  he  met  Van  Cleve's 
division  on  its  way  to  the  relief  of  Thomas,  and  drove  it 
ui  disorder  aerosa  Uie  State  road.  While  Stewart  was 
executing  this  daring  and  brilliant  advance,  Cheatham, 
falling  back,  had  reached  a  strong  position,  where  he 
halted  his  line,  ran  forward  Turner's  battery,  and  opened 
so  fierce  a  fire  that  the  center  of  Thomas's  Une  gave  way. 
This  occurred  just  as  the  Federal  left  reached  Walker's 
line.  Thomas,  now,  with  Stewart  on  his  right,  Cheatham 
in  front,  and  Walker  on  his  left,  was  compelled  to  halt, 
and,  after  a  stubborn  effort,  retired.  After  disposing  of 
Van  Cleve's  division,  Stewart  pierced  Rosecrans'  center,' 
and  moved  beyond  the  State  road  some  four  hondred 
yards;  for  the  want  of  support  he  had  then  to  retire, 
as  Negley  and  Davis  seriously  threatened  his  rear. 
About  sunset  he  took  post  some  six  hundred  yards  to 
the  east  of  the  State  road. 

General  Thomas,  finally  realizing  that  General  PoUc  was 
about  to  turn  the  tables  and  "use  hjnt  up^"  retreated  until 
he  reached  the  position  near  the  State  road  from  which  he 
had  started  out  in  the  morning.  Placing  Johnston's  aiid 
Baird's  divisions  in  line  of  battle  well  in  front,  he  supported 
them  by  Palmer's,  Reynolds's,  and  Brannan's  in  the  rear  as 
a  reserve,  Brannan  being  placed  en  echdon  to  the  right,  in 
view  of  the  attack  from  which  Stewart  was  then  retiring. 
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Cleburne's  division  reached  the  portion  of  the  line 
where  this  stubborn  conflict  had  been  going  on  about 
6  P.M.  General  Polk  at  once  put  him  in  line  on  the  right 
of  Cheatham  and  in  front  of  Walker,  and  moved  again 
upon  the  enemy.  Cleburne  and  Cheatham  were  ordered 
to  advance  and  attack,  and  Walker  was  directed  to  move 
in  the  rear  as  a  support.  Pending  the  execution  of 
these  orders,  General  PoLk  turned  to  Captain  Wbeeless 
of  his  staff,  and  said :  "  Go  to  General  Bragg,  aud  tell 
him  that  I  feel  certain,  from  the  prisoners  captured,  we 
have  been  fighting  Rosecrans'  entire  army.  I  am  now 
placing  ClebuTL  ^  in  position  on  the  right,  and  will  ad- 
vance in  a  few  moments  on  the  enemy,  and  expect  to 
drive  them  before  ua.  Present  my  compliments  to  Gen- 
eral Bragg,  aud  assure  him  that  I  feel  confident  of  suc- 
cess to-morrow."  Cannon  and  musketiy  announced  a 
renewal  of  the  persistent  conflict.  Cheatham  struck  the 
enemy  in  front,  Cleburne  iu  front  and  flank,  and  the 
Federal  line  was  driven  back  until  darkness  supervened. 
General  Polk  then  halted  his  troops.  The  writer  deliv- 
ered tlie  order  to  General  Cheatham  just  at  the  moment' 
when  Brigadier- General  Preston  Smith  was  killed.  He 
fell  but  a  short  distance  from  us,  with  the  expiring  vol- 
ley of  Thomas's  liue.  He  was  one  of  the  best  soldiers  in 
the  army. 

On  the  left  of  the  Confederate  line  no  event  of  note 
occurred  prior  to  2  p.m.,  when  General  Hood's  skirmish 
line  was  driven  in,  and  he  assumed  the  aggressive. 
Taking,  together  with  his  own  command,  Trigg's  brigade 
of  Preston's  division,  he  moved  across  the  State  road, 
driving  the  enemy's  forces  in  his  front.  He  soon  en- 
countered Wood's  division  and  a  portion  of  Sheridan's 
on  his  left  and  rear,  and  the  divisions  of  Negley  and 
Davis  in  front,  which  compelled  him  to  withdraw  his 


n,g,t,7.dt,'G00glc 


252 


TBE  FORCES  ENGAGED. 


troops  Bome  six  hundred  yards  east  of  the  road,  where 
they  were  posted  for  the  night.  This  conflict,  though 
not  as  prolonged  as  that  on  the  right,  was  very  fierce 
while  it  lasted,  and  the  loss  was  comparatively  heavy. 
During  the  conflict  upon  the  left  General  Bmgd  liionglit 
into  action  all  the  forces  he  had  placed  on  that  part  of 
the  field,  excepting  two  brigades  of  Preston's  division : 
these  he  held  in  position  near  the  stream,  and  yet  in 
Bufdcieutly  close  proximity  to  ttie  State  road  to  enahle 
him  to  check  any  ordinary  attempt  of  the  enemy  upon 
that  flank. 

The  day's  fighting  and  manceuvering  providetl  so  good 
a  test  of  the  powers  and  resources  of  tlie  two  armies,  that 
i*;  is  of  interest  for  us  to  ascertain  the  force  which  was 
employed  upon  the  two  sides. 

Adopting  tJie  kind  of  division  into  which  the  battle, 
from  i(5  beginning  to  its  ending,  seemed  naturally  to 
fall,  we  present  the  accompanying  ta))uIation  of  the 
forces  as  they  were  opposed  in  the  main  upon  the  two 

Qeneral  Bragg,  General  Roaecrans, 

Confederate  Army.  Federal  Army.' 


Eight  wing, 
General  Polk  commanding; 
Walker's  division, 
Cheatham's    " 
Stewart's        " 
Clebnme'a      " 
Forrest's  oavahy  (Pe- 
gram's  division). 
Total,  22,016. 


Left  wing, 
General  Thomas  commanding: 
Braunan's  division, 
Bftird'a  " 

Johnston's  " 
Palmer's  " 

Reynolds's  " 
Van  Cleve's  " 
Cavalry. 

Total,  25,000. 
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Geuetal  Bragg, 
Confederate  Army. 

Left  wing, 
General  Hood  commanding-. 
Hood's  corps, 
Trigg's  brigade. 
Total,  8,428. 


General  Rosecrana, 
Federal  Army. 

Right  wing, 
General  Crittenden  command- 
Wood's  division, 
N^ley'a      " 
Davis's        "      {in  part), 
Sheridan's  "  " 

Total,  10,000. 

From  this  statement  it  will  be  Been  tliat  General  Br^g 
had  not  succeeded  in  placing  all  his  army  in  action  that 
day.  The  divisions  of  Hindman  and  Breckiuridge  had 
btsen  held  respectively  opposite  Lee  and  Gordon's  and 
Glass's  Mills,  while  the  two  brigades  of  Preston's  division 
had  been  utilized  in  the  manner  already  mentioned. 
This  foi-ce  formed  a  total  of  12,583  infantry  and  artillery. 
As  to  the  enemy's  force  engaged  on  that  day.  General 
Bosecrans,  in  his  official  reitort  of  the  battle,  says : 

The  reserve  corps  (Granger's)  oovered  the  appK»ohes  from 
the  Chickamauga  toward  Bossville  and  the  extension  of  our 
left,  and  the  fact  that  at  the  close  of  the  day  we  had  present 
but  two  brigades  which  had  not  been  opportunely  and  squarely 
in  action,  opposed,  to  superior  numbers  of  the  enemy,  assm^ 
us  that  we  were  greatly  outnumbered,  and  that  the  battle  of 
the  next  day  must  be  for  the  safety  of  the  army  and  the 
possession  of  Chattanooga. 

This  is  well-merited  testimony  to  the  intrepidity  of  the 
Confederate  soldiers  and  the  skill  of  their  commanders. 

At  the  close  of  the  day,  while  adjnstiug  his  line  for 
the  final  attack,  General  Polk  directed  liis  engineer  to 
locate  his  headquarters  for  the  night  at  some  central 
point  in  rear  of  his  line.    So  many  falsehoods  have  been 
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published  concerning  the  I'elation  of  these  headquarters 
to  the  line,  I  have  deemed  it  proper  to  insert  the  state- 
ment which  ttiis  officer,  Captain  W.  J.  Morris,  made  iii 
r^ard  to  the  matter. 

About  5^  PJ*.  General  Poli  demred  me  to  locate  his  biv- 
ouac for  the  night,  and  informed  me  tiiat  he  had  directed  his 
ambulance  to  be  sent  to  Alexander's  Bridge.  At  that  mo- 
ment we  were  at  a  point  on  the  field  where  we  had  been  the 
greater  part  of  the  day — somewhat  to  the  right,  and  between 
the  flrst  and  second  lines  of  battle.  About  three  hundred 
yards  to  our  roar  was  the  edge  of  the  woods  we  were  then  in, 
and  which  covered  the  battlefield;  from  the  edge  of  these 
woods  Alexander's  Bridge  was  in  full  view,  about  seven  hun- 
dred yards  away  across  a  flat,  low,  open  field.  On  leaving 
the  general  I  rode  my  horse  at  a  trot,  and  reached  the  bridge 
in  three  or  four  minutes.  I  found  the  headquarter  am- 
bulance on  the  south  aide  of  the  Chickamauga;  and  on  the 
east  side  of  the  road,  immediately  at  the  bridge,  I  directed  the 
driver  to  torn  into  the  woods  just  to  his  right,  and  I  located 
the  bivouac  within  fifty  yards  of  the  bridge.  A  part  of  the 
staff  slept  on  either  side  of  the  road. 

The  place  was  in  every  way  acceptable  to  General  Polk, 
because  it  was  entirely  fitted  for  his  purposes.  Being 
on  the  route  to  array  headquarters,  which  were  at  Thed- 
ford's  Ponl,  in  rear  of  the  extreme  left  of  the  army,  it 
was  placed  so  that  all  communication  between  his  wing 
and  army  headquarters  must  pass  directly  by  him ;  be- 
ing also  a  conspicuous  point,  one  well  known  to  the 
army,  it  was  free  from  the  chance  of  not  being  found  by 
the  nnmerons  interests  depending  upon  him.  The  con- 
fnsion  which  prevailed  that  night  in  rear  of  (Jl  parts  of 
the  lino  on  that  wooded  and  smoke-  and  fog-obscured 
battlefield  awontuated  the  wisdom  of  the  selection. 

Abont  9  P.H.  Oen.eral  Polk  rode  from  his  line  to  army 
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headquarters  to  report  the  operations  of  the  command 
nnder  him,  and  to  receive  inetmctions  for  the  coming 
day. 

After  the  report  was  made  General  Br^g  annonneed 
that  the  army  would  he  officially  divided  into  two  wings, 
the  right  wing  to  he  under  Qenera]  Polk,  and  the  left 
wing  to  be  under  General  Longstreet,  who  was  then  ex- 
pected every  moment. 

This  arrangement  was,  in  reality,  but  a  continuance 
of  that  upon  which  the  battle  of  the  day  had  heea 
fought,  and  involved  no  change  of  commanders  except 
on  the  left,  for  Creneral  Polk  had  conducted  the  opera- 
tions on  the  right,  while  General  Hood  had  directed  the 
operations  on  the  left,  pending  the  arrival  of  his  supe- 
rior, Genera]  Longstreet.  But  this  disposition  had  one 
serious  disadvant^e, —  it  ignored  General  Hill,  and  for 
that  reason  was  not  altogether  satisfactory  to  General 
Polk,  who  saw  in  the  arrangement  an  injustice  and  a 
needless  affront  to  General  Hill,  who  had  but  just  re- 
ceived hie  promotion  and  come  to  that  army. 

It  was  quite  as  easy  for  General  Bragg  to  have  made 
three  divisions  of  his  army.  General  Hill,  with  his 
corps  intact,  was  already  on  the  right,  and  General  Polk 
in  the  center ;  it  only  remained  to  assign  Longstreet  to 
the  left.  It  came  out  in  the  conference,  however,  that 
General  Bragg  was  greatly  irritated  against  General 
Hill  for  his  failure  to  cooperate  with  Hindman  in  Mc- 
Lemore's  Cove  the  morning  of  the  10th,  and  for  what  he 
characterized  subsequently  as  his  "  querulous  and  insub- 
ordinate spirit  in  general ; "  and  he  left  the  impression 
that,  to  save  himself  contention  in  the  emergencies  of  the 
battle,  he  would  ignore  him,  and,  continuing  as  he  had 
begun,  would  fight  his  army  in  two  winga. 

The  forces  assigned  to  General  Polk  were  in  the  main 
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those  with  which  he  had  fought  upon  the  rig'ht  that  day, 
the  exceptions  being  Stewart's  and  Breckinridge's  divi- 
sions. The  former  was  detached  to  the  left  wing,  and 
the  latter  was  added  to  the  right,  the  addition  restoring 
the  integrity  of  Hill's  corps,  which,  in  common  with  all 
others  in  the  army,  excepting  Qeneral  Hood's,  had  been 
disjointed  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the  day's  fight- 
ing. Hindman's  division  of  Polk's  corps  was  a^gned 
to  the  left  wing,  and,  together  with  some  of  the  Vir- 
ginia troops  to  arrive  the  following  morning,  completed 
the  formation  of  that  wing. 

Verbal  instructions  were  given  to  Qeneral  Polk  to  atr 
tack  at  daylight  by  the  division  on  the  extreme  right, 
from  which  the  attack  was  to  be  taken  up,  by  divisions, 
eueeeaaively,  to  the  left,  the  design  being  to  renew  the 
effort  to  turn  the  enemy's  left  and  by  direct  attack  force 
him  into  McLemore's  Cove. 

During  this  interview  General  Polk  suggested  that  a 
larger  force  than  that  which  had  been  allowed  should 
be  massed  upon  the  right.  He  urged  upon  General 
Bra^s  attention  the  inference  from  the  day's  fighting 
—  that  Rosecrans  would  be  accumulating  his  forces  in 
front  of  the  right  wing  of  the  Confederate  line.  Gen- 
eral Polk  further  emphasized  the  fact  that  Granger's 
corps  at  Rossville  was  in  a  position  from  which  to  assail 
in  flank  and  rear  the  force  that  might  succeed  in  tinn- 
ing the  Federal  left.  But  the  commanding  general  held 
to  the  opinion  that  the  bulk  of  the  enemy  were  nearer 
Lee  and  Gordon's  MUl  than  General  Polk  supposed,  and 
consequently  more  nearly  in  front  of  the  left,  and  that 
the  disposition  made  was  therefore  the  proper  one. 

Informing  General  Bra^  of  his  location  for  the  night, 
General  Polk  rode  direct  to  his  quarters  at  Alexander's 
Bridge.     On  the  way  he  was  met  and  accompanied  by 
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General  Breckiimdge,  who  reported  his  division  lying 
near  the  bridge.  As  his  men  had  just  come  from  tiie 
extreme  left  and  were  much  fatigued,  it  was  agfeed  that 
the  command  should  rest  for  a  while'  in  an  open  field 
just  west  of  the  bridge,  but  General  Polk  directed  him 
to  be  in  line  by  dawn.  He  then  invited  General  Breck- 
inridge to  bivouac  with  him. 

Immediately  on  reaching  his  quarters,  the  following 
order  was  issued ; 

Headquabtbbs,  RiQHT  WiNo,  Abht  or  Tennehsee, 
Near  Alexander's  BRmoE, 
September  19, 1863, 11.30  P.M. 
Ciroalsr. 

let.  Lt.-Oen.  Hill  on  the  right  will  attack  the  euemy  with  hie 
corps  to-morrow  tnoming  at  daylight. 

2d.  Maj.-Oen.  Cheatham  on  Hill's  left  will  make  a  dmul- 
taueous  attack. 

3d.  Maj.-0en.  Walker's  corps  will  act  as  i-eserve. 
Corps  and  divisiou  commanders  will  see  that  their  troops 
are  amply  supphed  with  ammunitiou  before  dayhght. 
By  command  of 

Lt.-Gbn,  Polk, 
j,^  Thos.  M.  Jack,  A.  A.-G. 

Lt.-Gen.  D.  H.  Hill. 
Maj.-Gen.  Cheateah. 
Maj.-Gbn.  Walker. 

Copies  of  this  order  were  placed  in  the  hands  of  reli- 
able couriers,  with  instructions  to  deliver  them  at  once. 
In  order  to  facilitat«  the  approach  of  any  one  seeking 
for  General  Polk,  sentinels  were  placed  at  the  bridge 
and  upon  the  road  directly  opposite  the  camp,  and  were 
instructed  to  build  fires  and  to  keep  a  sharp  lookout, 
especially  for  Generals  Hill,  Cheatham,  and  Walker. 
These  sentinels  remained  at  their  post-s  until  2  a.m.  and 
were  then  withdrawn,  General  Walker  and  a  staff -officer 
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of  General  TTill  (Lieutenant  Reid),  as  well  as  several 
other  persons,  having  meanwhile  been  directed  to  Gen- 
eral Polk.' 

While  the  orders  for  the  coming  day  were  being 
issaed,  General  Polk  and  General  Breckinridge  talked 
over,  at  supper,  the  plans  and  prospects  for  the  ensuing 
day.  Breckinridge  then  withdrew  to  General  Polk'e  tent 
for  a  short  sleep  before  marching  his  men  to  the  line. 

The  orders  for  Generals  Cheatham  and  Walker  were 
delivered  promptly.  Bnt  it  was  General  Polk's  misfor- 
tune that  the  courier  sent  to  General  Hill  tailed  to  find 
him,  although  he  searched  diligently  for  him,  not  only 
at  Thedford's  Ford,  the  point  designated  as  the  one  at 
which  General  Polk  would  find  General  Hill,  bnt  along 
his  line  of  battle  as  well,  to  which  the  courier  subse- 
quently extended  his  search.^ 

In  the  light  of  aft«r-events,  it  was  an  error  to  entmst 
the  order  to  but  one  channel ;  but  it  must  be  s^d  that 
General  Polk  very  properly  regarded  his  headquaterrs 
as  but  one  of  the  two  under  obligation  to  communicate 
with  General  HilT  t^at  night,  and  also  that  he  counted 
with  certainty  upon  seeing  that  officer  speedily  at  his 
headquarters,  having  in  person  delivered  messages  to 
that  effect  to  two  of  General  Hill's  staff  —  which  mes- 
s^es  were  received,^  one  of  them  as  early  as  midnight.* 

It  appears,  however,  that  General  Polk  was  the  only 
one  who  made  any  attempt  to  reach  General  Hill.  The 
commanding  general,  although  he  had  but  just  detached 
him  (about  ten  that  night]  from  his  own  headquarters 
and  assigned  him  to  General  Polk,  who  till  then  had 

I  "OffidalBeoordcWarof  iM>elliiiii,''ToLzxx,pt.ll,pp.68-W. 
>  ntd.,  p.  G7. 
t/M<l,p.6t. 
« Ibid.,  p.  140. 
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had  no  authority  over  Hill,  neither  communicated  this 
fact,  nor  indeed  anything  to  Hill,  until  the  next  morning 
at  eight  o'clock,  -when  he  met  Mm  on  his  line  of  battle. 

It  appears  that  General  Hill  was  approaching  army 
headquarters  when  he  received  General  Polk's  message 
that  he  had  been  placed  under  his  (Polk's)  orders,  and 
that  he  wished  to  see  him  at  his  qaarters  that  night.' 
Instead  of  reporting  himself  at  one  headquarters  or  the 
other,  General  Hill  unfortmiately  waited  until  near  four 
o'clock, — more  than  three  hours, — and  then,  passing 
almost  through  Polk's  camp,  accompanied  by  his  staff, 
rode  on  to  bis  line. 

At  five  o'clock  General  Polk  leiuTied  of  the  failure  to 
find  and  deliver  the  orders  to  General  Hill.  Duplicates  of 
the  following  order  were  then  sent  direct  to  General  Hill's 
division  commanders. 

*  Headquarters,  Eight  Wing, 

Neab  Alexander's  Bbidok, 

Sept.  20, 1863, 6^  A.U. 

General:  The  lieateDant-generaloomiiianding having  sought 
in  vain  for  Oen.  Hill,  gives  70a  directly  the  following  order: 

Move  upon  and  attack  ibe  enemy  as  soon  as  yoa  are  in 
poution. 

Maj.-Oen.  Cheatham  on  your  left  has  been  ordered  to  make 
a  simultaneous  ftttaok. 

Respectfully,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

Tbob.  M.  Jack,  A.  A.-G. 

Maj.-Gek.  Cleburne, 

Maj.-Gen.  Breckinridge, 

After  this  order  was  dispatched,  and  as  General  Polk 
was  about  to  ride  to  his  line,  an  inquiry  came  from  Gen- 
eral Braf^  88  to  the  cause  of  the  delay.  In  reply  it  was 
explained  that  General  Hill  had  not  been  found,  and  that 
orders  had  been  sent  to  his  division  commanders.  Gen- 
t  "  Official  Records,  Wu  of  RebellloD,"  rol.  ixz,  pt  U,  p.  140. 
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eral  Polk  also  told  Major  Lee  (the  officer  who  bore  the 
inquiry)  to  say  to  Geaenil  Bragg  tliat  some  further  delay 
would  necessarily  result  from  the  failure  to  reach  General 
Hill  in  proper  time.  The  story  of  the  delivery  of  the 
order  to  General  Hill's  subordinates,  taken  in  connection 
with  a3\  that  had  gone  before,  is  of  such  interest  that  it 
is  given  entire. 

[Statement  of  J.  Frank  WAeefess.] 

In  CaHP,  September  30, 1863. 

The  f oUowtng  is  a  statement  of  facts  within  my  knowledge 
relating  to  the  eug^emenl  on  Sunday,  Sept.  20: 

On  the  morning'  of  the  20th  iust.,  between  daylight  and 
sunrise.  Lieutenant- Oeneral  Polk  seot  for  me  to  carry  orders 
to  Major-QeneralB  Cl«bume  and  Breokiiiridge  to  make  an 
immediate  attack  upon  the  enemy.  I  went  directly  to  Colonel 
Jack,  AsMstant  Adjutant- General,  to  get  orders.  As  he 
handed  them  to  mo,  he  remarked  that  during  the  night 
General  Polk  sent  orders  to  General  HUl  to  make  the  attack 
at  dayUght,  that  it  was  now  after  that  t»me,  and  the  person 
who  carried  the  order  had  returned  and  reported  that  lie  had 
searched  in  every  part  of  the  field  and  could  not  find  General 
Hill,  and  that  the  orders  he  (Colonel  Jack)  was  then  giving 
me  were  sent  direct  to  the  division  comntanders  to  make  the 
attack  at  once.  General  Polk's  last  remark  to  me  was,  not  to 
lose  time,  but  ride  as  rapidly  as  poswble. 

This  I  did.  Passing  by  Major-General  Cheatham's  head- 
quarters in  rear  of  his  line,  I  left  with  him  a  copy  of  the 
orders  I  had  for  Generals  Breckinridge  and  Cleburne,  and 
said  to  him  that  it  was  for  his  information,  and  he  was  ex- 
pected to  conform  to  the  movements. 

I  proceeded  rapidly  along  the  line  of  battle  until  I  found 
General  Cleburne's  command,  in  rear  of  which  I  fonnd  Lieu- 
tenaut-Oeneral  Hill  and  Major-OeneraJs  Breckinridge  and 
Cleburne  around  a  camp-fire.  On  dismounting,  I  remarked 
that  I  had  orders  from  General  Polk.  General  Hill  put  forth 
his  hand  as  if  to  receive  the  orders,  when  I  said,  "  These  orders 
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are  for  Qenerals  Breckinridge  and  Cleburne,"  and  then,  in 
explanation  of  vhy  the  orders  were  sent  direct  to  the  divieion 
conimuiders,  I  told  General  Hill  that  during  the  night  GFeneraJ 
Polk  Bent  him  orders  to  make  the  attack  at  daylight,  but  the 
bearer  of  tbe  order  could  not  find  him,  and  when  General 
Polk  beeame  aware  of  this,  he  Bent  these  orders — these  orders 
just  delivered — to  the  division  commanders.  Either  General 
Cleburne  or  General  Breckiiiridge,  when  he  had  read  the 
order,  banded  it  to  General  Hill  and  remarked  that  the  men 
conld  not  go  into  the  fight  until  they  had  their  rations  dis- 
tribat«d  to  them,  to  which  General  H(ill)  consented.  I  then 
aeked  General  H{ill)  if  he  had  anything  he  desired  to  say  to 
General  Polk.  He  remarked  that  General  Polk  faod  promised 
to  have  a  courier  at  the  bridge  to  show  him  [General  H(ill)] 
the  way  to  hia  (General  Polk's)  headquarters,  but  that  he 
conld  not  find  the  courier  when  he  went  there.  He  then  re- 
quested me  to  n-ait  and  he  would  write  a  note  to  General 
Polk.  I  said  to  General  Hill  I  knew  General  Polk  had 
couriers  placed  at  the  bridge ;  that  they  remained  there  until 
late,  bnt  the  hour  I  did  not  know.  I  waited  some  ten  minutes 
or  more  for  General  Hill's  note,  and  then  started  back  to 
General  Polk.  On  my  way  I  met  Captain  (J.  M.)  Williams 
with  duplicate  orders  of  the  ones  I  bad  just  delivered.  I  in- 
formed him  that  I  had  delivered  the  original  orders,  con- 
sequently there  was  not  any  use  in  his  going  further,  bat  re- 
quested him  to  go  up  to  General  Cheatham  and  say  to  him 
that  it  would  be  an  hour  or  two  before  General  Hill  vas  ready 
to  attack  the  enemy.  This  he  did.  Some  two  handred  yards 
farther  on  I  met  General  Polk  on  his  way  to  the  field.  I 
turned  back,  and  he  stopped  for  me  to  read  General  Hill's 
note.  When  I  had  finished  I  said,  "  General,  you  notice 
General  Hill  says  it  will  be  an  hour  or  so  before  he  is  ready  to 
make  the  attack.  I  am  confident  that  it  will  be  more  than 
two  hours  before  he  is  ready  to  make  the  attack."  General 
Polk  said  to  me  he  was  going  out  to  inspect  his  lines,  and 
ordered  me  to  keep  his  escort  there  and  establish  his  head- 
quarters just  on  the  right  of  where  they  had  been  the  day  be- 
fore.   Some  fifteen  minutes  after  General  Polk  left,  General 


n,g,t,7.dt,'G00glc 


262  WHEELESS^S  STATEMENT.  [1863 

Bragg  came  up  and  aaked  me  where  he  was.  I  replied  HbaX 
he  had  gone  along  the  line  to  make  an  inspectioii  and  find 
out  tike  oause  of  the  delay  in  making  the  attack.  I  remarked 
that  General  Polk  would  return  there,  but  that  he  (Oenoral 
Bragg)  wonld  no  doabt  find  him  aoonor  by  going  along  the 
line ;  and  I  then  said ;  "  General,  in  case  you  should  not  And 
General  Polk,  I  will  tell  you  what  has  been  done  this  morn- 
ing: Gener^  Polk  sent  orders  to  General  Hill  in  time  (or  the 
attack  to  have  been  made  by  daylight  if  General  Hill  could 
have  been  found ;  but  this  was  impoedble,  and  when  General 
Polk  learned  this  he  §ent  orders  by  me  to  Generals  Breckin- 
ridge and  Cleburne  to  make  an  immediate  attack.  Major- 
General  Cheatham  was  informed  of  this  and  ordered  to  con- 
form with  the  movements;  I  found  Generals  Breckinridge 
and  Clebnme  and  Hill  together,  and  delivered  the  orders 
to  Generals  Breckinridge  and  Cleburne  in  the  presence  of 
General  HiU."  I  then  told  General  Bra^  the  eontents  of 
General  HiU's  note  to  General  Polk,  and  I  said  I  did  not 
believe  General  Hill  would  be  ready  to  move  to  the  attack 
in  two  hours,  but  that  he  should  have  done  so  at  daylight. 
General  Bragg  asked  me  how  I  expected  General  Hill  to 
make  the  attack  before  he  received  orders  to  do  so.  I  said: 
"General,  you  will  remember,  when  General  Polk  sent  me 
to  you  yesterday  evening,  you  inBtrneted  me  to  say  that  you 
would  send  a  staff-ofllcer  for  him  and  the  other  geneiab, 
as  yon  wished  to  have  a  conferenoe  with  them.  My  last  re- 
mark was  made  under  the  impression  that  General  Hill  was, 
of  course,  present  at  that  conferenoe  and  nndenrtood  that  he 
was  to  make  the  attack  at  daylight,  and  that  General  Polk 
has  renewed  the  orders  himself  so  that  there  could  not 
possibly  be  any  mistake."  I  then  said:  "General,  General 
Cleburne  reported  to  General  HUl  this  morning,  while  I  was 
there,  that  the  enemy  were  feUing  trees  on  his  front  all  night." 
General  Brag^  said :  "  Well,  sir,  is  this  not  another  important 
reason  why  the  attack  should  be  made  at  once  T "  I  said  r 
"  Yes,  sir,  it  does  certainly  seem  so  to  me ;  but  it  did  not  seem 
to  impress  General  Hill  in  that  way."' 

1  "Oncial  BecordB,  Ww  of  BebolUoiJ,"  vol.  UX,  pt  11,  p.  6L 
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The  note  brought  by  Cf^tain  Wbeelesa  was  thie : 

Bept  20, 1863. 

Gateral :  I  oould  fiod  no  courier  at  Alexander's  Bridge,  and 
therefore  oould  not  find  yon.  My  divisions  are  getting  their 
rations,  and  will  not  be  ready  to  move  for  an  hour  or  more. 
Brealdiiridge'B  wagons  seem  to  have  got  lost  between  Tbed- 
f  ord's  Ford  and  this  plaee. 

It  will  be  well  for  you  to  examine  the  line  from  one  end  to 
the  other  before  starting. 

Brigadier- General  Jackson  is  running  from  east  to  west. 
My  line  is  from  north  to  south.  General  Cleburne  reports 
that  the  Yankees  were  felling  trees  all  night,  and  oonse* 
qnentlynow  oocupying.a  position  too  strong  to  be  taken  by 
assault.  What  shall  be  done  when  the  point  is  reached  t 
Respectfully, 

D.  H.  Hill,  Lieuienant-Gmeral. 

After  reading  this  note  General  Polk  sent  General 
Bra^  the  following: 

In  thb  Pieij),  Sept.  20, 1863,  7  a.m. 

(jm«rot;  I  am  this  moment  in  receipt  of  my  first  com- 
muuicatiou  from  General  Hill,  who  informs  me  that  he  will 
not  be  ready  to  move  for  an  hour  or  more  because  his  troops 
are  receiving  rations,  and  because  his  wagons  were  lost  last 
night.  The  attack  will  be  made  so  soon  as  be  is  prepared 
for  it. 

Respectfully,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  Folk,  Lieutenant- General  Commanding. 

BRtaADIER-QENSRAI.  Mackall,  Chi^  of  Staff,  A.  A.-G.^ 

1  Id  writjng  <rf  the  order  sent  to  his  anbordliiAteB.  OenersI  TTIH  stated  tn 
hlaoffleial  report  that  ItwM  received  by  hlmKtT.25ji,iL  Unforninatelj, 
tb>(DiomlnK  he  omitted  writing  the  liour  npon  the  note  he  Bent  General 
Polk  by  C&ptain  Wbeelesa  in  reCom,  but  as  Polk's  note  to  Bragg,  aimoDno- 
Ing  the  recaption  ot  Hill's  note,  Is  dated  T  a.u.,  there  clearly  is  a  dis- 
crepanoy.    Collateral  testimony  can  det«rmiDe  wbleh  is  correct; 

To  detemlne  the  relation  of  the  terms  "sunrise"  and  "sundown"  to 
aotnal  time,  it  should  be  stated  that  Bonrise  in  IhaC  latttode  on  that  date 
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About  an  hour  after  this  note  was  seat,  (General  Polk, 
who  meanwhile  had  seen  General  Hill  and  all  the  divi- 
sion commanders,  met  General  Brf^g  on  the  center  of 
his  line.  He  then  made  an  extended  report  of  the 
causes  of  the  delay,  and  showed  him  that  he  was  only 
waiting  for  Hill's  command  to  he  ready. 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  General  Br^g  washed  bis 
hands  of  all  responsibility  touching  General  Hill  from 
the  moment  that  he  turned  him  over  to  Polk  at  ten 
o'clock  the  night  before,  it  is  of  importance  to  follow 
him  to  General  Hill's  line  and  learn  what  occurred  there. 

0«neral  Br^g  rode  up  about  8  A.if.,  and  inquired  of  me 
(Hill)  why  I  had  not  be^u  the  attack  at  daylight.  I  told  him 
that  I  was  then  heaiing  for  the  first  time  that  such  an  order 
bad  been  issued,  and  had  not  known  whether  we  were  to  be 
aesMlants  or  assailed.  He  said  angrily :  "  I  found  Polk  after 
sunrise  sitting  down  reading  a  newspaper  at  Alexander's 
Bridge,  two  miles  from  the  line  of  battle,  when  he  ought  to 
have  been  fighting."  i 

It  is  not  worth  while  to  dwell  upon  the  inconsistencies 
of  Hill's  reply  to  General  Bragg  in  this  interview  as  to 
his  ignorance  of  the  attitude  which  his  corps  was  ex- 
pected to  assume  that  morning.  Waiving  the  informa- 
tion which  he  had  just  received  from  Captain  Wheeless 
and  General  Polk  on  that  subject,  it  is  well  to  point  out, 

wu  5.47,  but  the  imiibI  Interval  between  dswn  nnd  suDrlseiTM  ibortened 
UiBt  morning  by  tbe  obsoarity  due  to  the  ieaee  fog  aod  the  emofce. 

The  order  in  qneatton  ww  dated  5.30.  Captain  Wheel^H  took  it  aa  soon 
■a  written,  and  eonBumed  fltteen  minutee  In  Its  transmlMton.  Breckin- 
ridge mjB  In  his  oBlelal  report  that  it  was  received  bood  after  anarise. 
Sunrise  being  fixed  at  S.4T,  thia  Btatement  of  Breckinridge,  miBt&lned  u 
it  is  b;  the  date  on  the  order  and  by  WheeleaH's  stateDeDt,  estabUshes  tbe 
time  at  which  Hill  received  the  order  as  some  time  between  6  and  0.30  at 
tbe  latest.  Add  to  this  the  time  of  Polk's  note  to  Bragg,  — 7  A.N.,  — and 
tbe  evidence  Is  conclusive  as  to  General  Hilt's  error. 

I  "  Battles  and  Leaders  of  the  Civil  WBr.''vol.  Ill,  p.  653. 
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however,  that  he  probably  was  the  only  man  in  that  army 
who  was  ignorant  of  the  purpose  for  which  it  had  crossed 
the  Chickamauga,  and  the  onlyx)fficer  of  any  prominence 
who  was  unaware  of  the  fact  that  the  success  of  the  day 
before,  in  which  he  had  taken  part,  was  but  the  first  step 
in  the  program  of  aggression. 

It  is  a  matter  of  some  importtmce  to  call  attention 
to  the  commanding  general's  attitude  toward  General 
Polk  in  this  interview.  The  truth  of  his  statement  is 
disproved  in  the  footjiote  next  below,'  and  had  it  pos- 
sessed a  bearing  merely  personal  to  General  Folk,  it 
would  require  no  other  notice.     But  it  weut  further. 

General  Polk  and  General  Hill  were  of  equal  rank,  and 
commanded  the  companion  corps  of  the  arm}^.  General 
Hill,  coming  from  another  army,  had  just  been  promoted, 
and  this  was  his  first  battle  in  his  new  position  and  with 
his  new  surroundings.  When  General  Brt^g  met  him  that 
morning,  he  had  already  learned  that  he  had  been  made 

I  The  chftTge  Is  beat  stated  in  the  foDowing  extract  from  ■  letter 
written  by  Oeaend  Bngg  to  Uajor  E.  T.  Sykes,  of  Columbus,  Uiss,,  beaJ^ 
Ing  date  Febrnuy  8,  1STB.  BefeninK  to  a  question  aa  to  Qeneral  Polk's 
responstbllity  for  the  delay  in  the  attack  on  the  mondng  of  the  !tOth,  Gen- 
eral Brttgg  replied  i 

"  This  question  1b  beat  answered  by  my  official  report,  and  I  send  yon  by 
tliis  day's  mail  a  written  copy,  which  I  most  beg  yon  to  pTeserre  and  re- 
tnm,  aa  it  is  Invaluable  to  me.  In  addition  to  what  is  there  said,  I  can 
DOW  add  —  bot  wonld  notpntit  In  anofflidal  report — that  the  staff-ofBcer 
sent  to  General  Fotk,^ — Major  Lee,  A.  I. ■(}.,— to  nrge  his  compllanee  with 
the  orders  of  the  previous  night,  reported  to  me  that  he  found  him  at  a 
fannhonse.  three  miles  from  the  line  of  his  troops,  about  one  hour  after 
sunrise,  ritting  on  the  gallery  reading  a  newspi^wr,  and  voting,  as  he 
(the  general)  said,  for  his  breakfast." 

In  answer  to  this  statement  the  writer  submits  the  following: 

1st.  Geneisl  Polk's  headquarters  were  at  Aleiander'a  Bridge,  located 
In  a  spot  cleared  of  undergrowth  and  small  trees  tbe  day  before  by 
ffoops  temporarily  camped  there,  —no  farmhonse  was  near.  The  spot 
was  about  1200  yards  In  rear  of  Qeneral  Walker's  lino.  (See  map  of  Qeld 
and  (tatement  of  Captain  Morris,  the  engineer-officer  who  located  the 
camp  already  ^ven.)  The  writer  saw  Major  Lee  deliver  General  Bragg's 
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subordinate  to  General  Polk,  bat  he  had  not  heard  it  from 
General  Bragg  j  it  had  come  to  him  indirectly.  He  now 
received  it  from  the  commanding  general  direct,  who 
accompanied  the  announcement  with  an  aeeosation  which 
discredited  it  at  once.  As  might  have  been  expected, 
Bragg's  attitude  was  not  lacking  in  froit,  as  was  discov- 
ered by  those  who  had  occasion  to  carry  orders  to  Gen- 
eral Hill  that  day. 

The  incident  furnishes  a  characteristic  index  of  Gen- 
eral Bragg's  conception  of  the  requirements  of  army  dis- 
cipUne.  Any  other  commander,  conscious  of  the  truth 
of  his  statement,  would  have  arrested  General  Polk  with- 
out a  moment's  hesitiition,  and  in  bo  doing  have  but  vin- 
dicated himself  and  his  army,  and  have  administered  the 
only  punishment  adequate  to  the  offense  chained. 

In  compliance  with  instnictioiis  from  General  Bra^ 
the  night  before.  General  Polk's  line  retained  the  posi- 
tion it  had  occupied  at  the  dose  of  the  previous  day. 

Breckinridge's  division  was  placed  in  one  hne  on  the 
extreme  nght,  covering  the  Reed's  Bridge  road,  with 

mevBge  to  OecenJ  PoUc  >t  (hlg  camp.  Qenenl  Polk  had  then  break- 
luted,  and  was  preparing  to  manDt  his  liorae  to  ride  to  the  front. 

iA.  The  tine  of  tbii  intervieir  is  neu'ly  enooKb  fixed  by  the  foUowlng 
reply  made  by  General  Cheatham  to  an  Inquiry  from  Qenerkl  Polk,  which 
WBB  made  Id  relatioD  to  this  very  interview  with  Major  Lee ; 

"  To  the  best  of  niy  recolleotloD,  I  eaw  you  at  Turner's  Battery  Bbont 
sunrise,  you  having,  as  I  ondarHtood,  Ju.it  returned  from  the  right  nt 
your  UnoB."    ("  Offlclal  Becords,  War  of  Rebellion, "  vol.  ra,  pL  il,  p.  63.) 

In  conoluaioa,  the  followini;  extnet  is  giTcn  from  a  letter  from  Major 
Piuik  HoNaliy,  Oeneral  Cheatham's  aide-de-camp : 

"  T  left  Oeneral  Choatham's  headqaarien  before  da;liKht  the  morning 
of  the  battle,  and  went  ta  Qenersl  Polk's  headquarters  with  a  measaga 
from  General  Cheatham  to  Oenend  Polk.  When  1  got  there,  wliich  waa 
about  daylight,  I  found  General  Polk  and  staff  on  their  horaes.  about 
moTJngto  the  fl old.  which  they  did  at  once;  tbey  got  there  before  I  did, 
as  I  stopped  to  water  my  hoiae,  as  he  had  not  had  water  for  twenty-four 
hours.  When  I  arrived  on  the  Sold,  be  waa  there ;  the  lun  was  not  moit 
than  up  when  I  got  to  the  field." 

3d.  Colond  Lee,  about  two  weeks  after  the  battle,  when  asked  by  a 
member  of  General  Polk's  staff  if  he  had  made  any  such  report  to 
General  Bragg  said  he  had  not. 
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Forrest's  cavalry  on  its  Sank,  Clebnme  in  one  line  next 
to  Breckinridge,  and  Cheatham  in  two  lines  on  the  left. 
Walker's  division  was  in  reserve  in  the  rear  of  (Jlebume 
and  Cheatham,  the  three  constituting  Polk's  colnmn  of 
atttick. 

This  disposition  was  faulty,  however,  as  it  made  Cle- 
burne and  Breckinridge  dependent  upon  reserves  out- 
side their  own  organizations.  It  would  have  been  better 
to  place  Walker  in  the  line,  two  brigades  in  front,  two  in 
reserve ;  then  Cleburne  and  Breckinridge,  without  short- 
ening the  general  line,  each  could  have  placed  a  brigade 
in  reserve.  But  an  entire  division  in  reserve  was  di- 
rected by  General  Bragg  for  both  wings.  This  com- 
pelled the  formation  of  Hill's  corps  in  one  line,  as  the 
ground  from  Cheatham's  right  to  the  Reed's  Bridge  road 
had  to  be  covered  in  order  to  gain  the  proper  distance 
beyond  the  enemy's  flank.  Assuming  that  the  general 
line  of  battle  was  correct,  the  formation  of  the  right 
wing  was,  under  the  circumstances,  the  proper  one,  and 
General  Brt^g,  who  ordered  it,  confirmed  this  opinion 
after  an  examination.  It  turned  out,  however,  that  the 
general  line  of  battle  was  faultily  arranged.  "As  soon 
as  the  day  of  the  20th  had  dawned,"  Longstreet,  who 
had  arrived  the  night  before,  rode  to  the  front  to  find 
his  troops.  He  "set  to  work  to  have  the  line  adjusted 
by  closing  to  the  right,  in  order  to  occupy  some  vacant 
ground  between  the  two  wings  and  to  make  room  for 
Hood  in  the  front  line." '  This  movement  threw  Stew- 
art—  who  moved  some  five  hundred  or  six  hundred 
yards  —  across  the  whole  of  Cheatham's  front,  and  en- 
croached upon  Cleburne's  line  of  advance.  It  brought 
his  right  in  contact  with  the  enemy,  who,  upon  Polk's 
front,  occupied  a  position  in  advance  of  that  opposite 

I  «  OfflcUl  B«coTds,  War  of  BebelUon,"  vol.  nx.  pt  ii,  p.  288. 
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LoDgstreet,  and,  in  consequence,  Stewart  had  to  refuse 
bis  right.  Owing  to  the  distance  between  Stewart's  rear 
and  Cheatham's  front  (about  six  buudred  yards),  and  also 
to  the  thick  undergrowth,  the  fog,  and  the  smoke,  Cheat- 
ham's skirmishers  did  not  discover  the  change  of  position 
tor  some  time,  and  when  reported  it  was  too  late  to  rec- 
tify the  error.  The  lack  of  interest  which  Ckneral  Bra^ 
took  in  the  formation  of  his  getieral  line  of  battle  was 
thus  a  misfortune  tu  the  entire  army,  and  particularly 
to  the  right  wing,  because  it  was  made  to  cover  more 
ground  than  was  necessary,  and  in  so  doing  was  obliged 
to  extend  itself  unduly.  If  General  Bragg  had  located 
his  wings  himself,  he  would  have  released  Cheatham 
&om  his  position,  and  in  so  doing  have  given  a  double 
formation  to  his  right  wing  throughout ;  but  he  left  this 
— as  he  did  most  of  the  affairs  at  the  battle — to  his 
wing  commanders,  who  did  the  best  they  could  under 
the  circumstances  in  which  he  had  placed  them. 

The  formation  of  Longstrcet's  line  from  left  to  right 
was  as  follows :  Hindman's  division  was  placed  on  the 
extreme  left;  Wheeler's  cavalry  <m  the  flank.  Hood's 
corps  was  next  to  Hindman's,  and  Stewart's  division  was 
on  the  right.  Each  division  had  two  brigades  in  front 
and  one  in  reserve.  Preston's  division  was  placed  in 
reserve  on  the  left,  resting  on  tlie  river. 

Longwtreet's  preponderance  <if  force,  and  the  relative 
shortness  of  the  interval  to  be  covered,  enabled  him  to 
form  in  his  center  a  heavy  column  of  attack,  consisting 
of  Johnson's,  Law's,  and  Kershaw's  commands,  consti- 
tuting Hood's  corps,  the  whole  forming  a  column  of 
eight  brigades,  arranged  in  four  lines.  The  formation 
of  the  left  wing  was  completed  about  10.30,  an  hour 
subsequent  to  the  attack  of  the  right  -wing. 

During  the  evening  of  the  19tb  General  Eosecrwis  as- 
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sembled  his  corps  commanders  and  gave  them  ordtsrg  for 
the  following  day. 

Qeneral  Thomas,  with  his  flank  covered  by  cavalry, 
was  to  hold  the  position  to  which  he  had  been  driven, 
about  three  htmdrcd  yards  east  of  the  State  road,  his 
command  to  form  in  three  hnes,  placing  Baird's  division 
on  the  extreme  left ;  next  to  Baird's,  successively,  on  the 
right,  the  divisions  of  Johnson,  Palmer,  and  Reynolds. 
Brannau's  division  was  to  be  posted  in  reserve  to  the 
right  and  rear  of  Reynolds. 

Negley's  division  was  to  take  post  on  the  right  of  Rey- 
nolds ;  next  on  the  right  was  McCook,  with  the  divisions 
of  Davis  and  Sheridan.  Wilder's  mounted  infantry  and 
the  cavalry  covered  the  right 

Crittenden,  with  his  remaining  two  divisions.  Van 
Cleve's  and  Wood's,  weis  to  take  position  in  the  rear  of 
Thomas's  and  McCook's  corps,  so  as  to  be  able  to  sup- 
port either. 

These  commands,  as  soon  as  posted,  commenced  to 
erect  temporary  breastworks.  It  was  understood  t^at 
the  left  of  the  line  was  to  be  held  at  all  hazards,  as  the 
safety  of  the  army  depended  upon  it 

The  total  force '  brought  into  action  on  the  20th  was 
as  f  ollowB : 

I  This  Htatement  of  the  forces  brongbt  Into  action  b;  General  Bngg  on 
(he  TOtb  1b  based  upon  the  origiiul  returns  of  the  Arm;  of  Tannessee, 
Bmoog  his  papeiH  now  in  New  OrleanB,  La.,  in  tbe  possewion  ot  hla  heirs. 
(See  ProoeedlDgBof  United  Conf ederBteVetersna,  Surgoon-Ganend  Joseph 
Jonea,  Paper  No.  U,  1892.)  In  the  statement  of  Surgeon-Genenl  Jones, 
the  diTislon  of  BiuliTod  Jcdmson  ii  evidentlj  omitted  from  the  total  of  the 
left  wing ;  this  total  Is  therefore  made  np  to  correapond  with  General 
Longstreet's  slatenent  for  that  day.  ("  Offldal  Reoorda,  War  of  Rebell- 
ion," vol.  XXX,  pt  il,  p.  291.) 

The  itatoment  of  the  fDr«es  brought  in  to  action  Sept.  20  by  General  Boee. 
crane  ia  bawd  upon  the  retams  of  the  Army  of  the  Cnmberland,  Sept  SO, 
1863,  maidngthededaotionaaQthorliedbyaeneralHenTyH.  Cist  [Aruy 
of  the  Cumberland,  CampidgnB  of  the  dvll  War  (Sorlbner),  1882,  p.  238.] 
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Oeneral  Bragg.  General  Roaeemns. 

lofantry  and  artillery,  Infantry  and  artilleFy,  46,000 

Rightwing 20,240    Cavalry 9,000 

Left  wing 22,879 

Cavalry  (divided  about 

eqoally  between  the 

winga) 7,500 

Total 50,619    Total 55,000 

Nnmber  of  pieces  of  artil-  Number  of  pieces  of  artil- 
lery, 160.  lery,  192. 

As  the  two  lines  of  battle  now  Etood,  General  Tliomas, 
with  Baird's,  Johnston's,  Palmer's,  and  a  part  of  Rey- 
nolds's division,  each  division  in  three  lines,  was  opposed 
t^  General  Hill  with  the  divisions  of  Cleburne,  Breckin- 
ridge, and  Walker. 

The  remainder  of  Reynolds's  division,  with  BrsDnan's 
p»  fichelon,  was  in  &ont  of  Stewart's  and  Cheatham's 
divisions. 

Negley's  division,  with  Wood's  and  Van  Cleve's  in  re- 
serve, under  Crittenden,  was  in  front  of  Hood's  corps. 

The  divisions  of  Davis  and  Sheridan,  under  McCook, 
with  WUder's  brigade  of  mounted  infantry,  were  in  front 
of  Hindman's  division. 

About  the  time  the  action  began,  Negley's  diviaion 
was  withdrawn  from  Its  position,  and  moved  to  the  rear 
of  Thomas's  corps,  as  a  support  to  the  left ;  Wood's  divi- 
sion moving  forward  and  taking  Negley's  place  in  the 
line  between  Reynolds's  and  Davis's  divisions.  The 
Federal  line  during  the  night  had  succeeded  in  covering 
itself  throughout  with  temporary  breastworks. 

It  will  be  noted,  from  the  disposition  made  of  the  en- 
emy's forces  on  their  left,  that  there  were  opposed  to  the 
forces  onder  Polk  four  divisions  in  three  lines,  with 
Bramum's  and  Negley's  divisions  as  a  support;  beside 
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these,  a  division  of  Qranger'B  corps,  some  5000  strong, 
was  on  the  flank,  four  miles  away,  threatening  the  Con- 
federate right  In  addition,  every  corps  commander  un- 
derstood tiiat  the  left  of  the  line  was  to  be  held  at  all 
hazards.  The  bearing  of  all  this  upon  General  Polk's 
snggestion  when  he  received  his  orders  from  General 
Bragg  the  night  before  is  too  obvioos  for  even  com- 
ment 

THE  BATTLE   OP  THE  20tH, 

Intending  that  Cheatham  should  take  part  in  the 
advance,  Walker  had  been  posted  so  that  he  might  be 
used  as  a  support  to  this  division  or  Cleburne's  as  occa- 
sion demanded;  but,  learning  of  the  relation  held  by 
Cheatham  to  the  left  wing,  General  Polk,  about  nine 
o'clock,  moved  Walker  in  rear  of  Cleburne.  While  ex- 
ecuting this  movement,  General  Hill  reported  that  it 
would  be  necessary  to  protect  Breckinridge  against  a 
counter-flank  attack  that  wae  ihreat«ned  by  Granger. 
Polk  accordingly  directed  Walker  to  continue  his  march 
to  Breckinridge's  relief.  Between  9.30  and  10  o'clock 
Hill's  corps,  preceded  by  a  heavy  line  of  skirmishers, 
advanced  to  the  attack. 

As  the  line  neared  the  enemy,  Deahler's  and  a  large 
part  of  Wood's  brigades  of  Cleburne's  division  over- 
lapped Stewart's  division  in  its  rear,  and  therefore  could 
not  take  part  in  the  assault  Lucius  Polk's  brigade,  and 
Lowry's  regiment  of  Wood's  brigade,  struck  the  works 
squarely  in  front,  but  were  too  weak  to  force  tiiem. 
Unable  to  advance  farther,  and  determined  not  to  re- 
treat, Polk*  ordered  the  commands  to  lie  down  and  bold 
their  position,  which  was  about  a  hundred  and  seventy- 

1  Son  of  WUUain  Polk,  CoL  WUUam  Polk's  teeooA  tma. 


n,g,t,7.dt,'G00glc 


272  A   LOST  OPPORTVNXTY.  [1863 

five  yards  from  the  enemj^'s  ■works.  Helm's  brigade,  of 
Breckinridge's  division,  struck  the  left  flank  of  the  works. 
After  two  desperate  and  unavailing  efforts  to  carry  them, 
it  was  compelled  to  retire,  but  not  until  its  leader  had 
sealed  his  devotion  to  his  cause  with  his  life. 

Stovall's  and  Adams's  brigades  —  tlie  remaining  bri- 
gades of  Breckinridge's  division  —  passed  clear  of  the 
works  to  the  State  road  in  the  rear,  and,  under  General 
Breckinridge's  direction,  bore  down  ou  the  left  flank  and 
rear  of  the  enemy. 

While  Breckinridge  was  advfuicing  to  the  execution 
of  this  movement.  Walker's  command,  increased  bythe 
arrival  of  Gist's  brigade,  came  up.  It  arrived  as  Helm 
was  finally  repulsed,  and  while  Breckinridge  was  moving 
forward  upon  the  enemy's  rear,  on  the  Stat*  road.  Polk 
now  gave  General  Hill  the  opportunity  of  his  life, —  he 
ordered  him  to  take  Walker's  command  and  attack  the 
enemy  in  his  front,  saying  to  him  tbnt  he  would  entnist 
the  operations  there  to  him,  while  he  saw  to  Cleburne 
and  Cheatham.  Walker,  in  his  report,  gives  a  graphic 
account  of  the  manner  in  which  Hill  failed  of  his  oppor- 
tunity. By  disrupting  the  command,  sending  it  in  de- 
tail, he  failed  not  only  to  properly  support  Breckinridge, 
but  secured  the  speedy  defeat  of  both  commands.  Had 
he  moved  it  ea  masse  and  at  once  into  the  interval  left 
by  the  repulse  of  Helm,  it  is  easy  to  believe  the  enemy's 
left  might  have  been  turned.  It  is  important  that  any 
one  studying  this  part  of  the  battle  should  determine 
the  time  of  Walker's  arrival  upon  that  part  of  the  field, 
because  upon  that  depends,  to  a  great  extent,  the  value 
of  the  opportunity.  Upon  this  point  Walker  is  very  ex- 
plicit :  "  He  [Hill]  ordered  Gleneral  Gist's  brigade  imme- 
diately into  the  fight  in  rear  of  Breckinridge,  a  part  of 
whose  division  had  fallen  back,  and  the  whole  of  which 
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was  hard  pressed."'  Hill's  report  also  makes  it  clear 
that  Walker  came  up  while  Breckinridge  was  moving  t« 
the  flank  attaok,^  in  ample  time  to  have  aided  him  had 
he  been  moved  forward  intact,  to  his  left.  Walker's 
command  had  been  divided  into  two  small  divisions, 
one  under  Gist,  the  other  under  Liddell.  Gist  moved 
forward  into  tlie  inter\'al  and  assaulted  tlie  left  of  the 
works  held  by  Baird.  Meanwhile  Breckinridge,  chang- 
ing direction  at  the  State  road,  had  reached  a  point  well 
to  the  rear  of  the  enemy's  left ;  here  he  was  met  by  tlie 
reinforcements,  which  the  attack  of  the  right  wing  was 
drawing  from  the  enemy's  right,  and  was  driven  ba(^k. 
Retiring  in  good  oi-der,  he  fell  back  to  the  position  of 
his  remaining  brigade  (Helm's).  The  detour  which  ho 
was  compelled  to  make  in  this  retreat  exposed  Gist  to 
tlie  combined  fire  of  the  enemy's  left,  gainst  which  he 
gallantly  contended  for  half  an  hoiu-  before  retiring. 
While  Gist  was  thus  engaged,  General  Hill  directed 
Govau's  brigade,  of  Walkci-'s  command,"  to  move  to  tlie 
State  road  and  sujiport  him  by  an  attack  upon  the  en- 
emy's rear.  The  forces  which  had  been  hurried  to  tliis 
part  of  the  field  to  meet  Breckinridge's  attack  now  fell 
upon  Govan,  and,  turning  his  left,  compelled  him  in  turn 
to  withdraw.  This  completed  the  repulse  of  the  right 
wing.  During  these  movements  upon  his  right  General 
Polk  had  occupied  himself  in  arranging  for  Cleburne's 
support     Jackson's  brigade,  of  Cheatham's  division,  was 

1  "  OOeUl  BeeoTda,  War  of  BebeHloD,"  vol.  xxi,  pt.  U,  p.  241. 

!  Ibid.,  p.  U2;  uid  &lso  General  Qtat's  report,  p.  21G. 

>  Qenenl  Hill,  on  p&ge  144  of  hla  offlelal  report,  at,js  tbst  Walker's 
corps  made  a  second  attack  that  momius  on  the  State  roaiL  This  is  an 
error,  as  U  shown  by  the  reporte  of  Walker,  and  Walker's  divitdoii  and 
brigade  commaiiderB,  to  none  of  wliich  Qeneral  Hill  bad  acoera  at  ttie 
time  his  report  waa  vrltten.  The  attack  oT  which  General  Hill  speaks 
Is  that  o(  Goran's  brigade  here  described. 
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detached  to  Clebume's  right,  and  the  reminder  of  tiie 
division  was  directed  to  take  position  in  his  rear.  Cle- 
burne meanwhile  bad  extricated  his  left  brigade  from 
its  position  behind  Stewart,  and,  retiring  his  line  a  short 
distance,  was  re-forming  it^  About  noon  General  Polk 
returned  to  the  right,  and  finding  one  of  Walker's  bri- 
gadi's<  Walthal's)  unoccupied,  directed  it  to  move  forward 
and  connect  with  Jackson's  brigade  on  the  right.' 

Cleburne  having  suif  ered  materially  in  the  repulse,  the 
gallant  General  Dcshlcr  being  among  the  killed,  Polk 
now  ordered  Cheatham  to  replace  him.  While  execut- 
ing this  movement,  a  message  from  General  Hill  was 
received,  stating  that  his  right  was  again  threatened  by 
Granger's  corps.  This  force  of  the  enemy,  as  has  been 
said,  was  holding  a  position  some  four  miles  to  the  Con- 
federate right  when  the  action  began.  At  11  A.M.  it 
started  to  the  support  of  Thomas's  corps,  and,  although 
retarded  by  Forrest,  moved  vigorously  forward. 

Feeling  the  importance  of  protecting  his  right  against 
this  counter-flank  movement  of  the  enemy,  Polk  ordered 
Cleburne  to  hold  liis  position,  and  directed  Cheatham  to 
move  to  the  right  with  his  division,  to  meet  the  move- 
ment of  Granger;  but  Granger,  making  a  detour  to  the 
west  of  the  State  road,  moved  to  the  rear  of  Thomas's 
line,  leaving  a  brigade  to  observe  the  Confederate 
right. 

It  was  now  about  2  p.m.  Granger  having  ceased 
threatening  his  flank,  Polk  readju6t«d  his  line  from  left 
to  right,  preparatory  to  another  assault.  The  enemy's 
works  being  visible  through  the  open  woods  in  front  of 
Cleburne,  that  ofQcer  was  directed  to  mass  his  artillery 
and  open  fire  on  the  enemy,  introductory  to  the  advance. 
Promptly  moving  his  guns  to  within  two  hundred  yards 
1  "OffloUlBecords.WBrorBebeUlon,"  vaLxxz,pt.ll,i>.2». 
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of  the  enemy's  tines,  a  destructive  fire  was  opened  on 
them.    This  was  about  3  p.u. 

About  an  hour  after  the  advance  of  the  right  wing, 
General  Longstreet  bad  completed  the  arrangement  of 
his  line,  and  stood  prepared  to  take  up  the  contest  as  it 
reached  him  from  the  right ;  but  the  repulse  of  tlie  right 
deranged  the  plan  of  battle.  Owing  to  the  advanced 
position  of  the  enemy's  left,  Cleburne  could  move  no 
farther  forward  than  on  a  line  with  Stewart's  division, 
the  right  of  the  left  wing ;  and  as  the  orders  were  for  the 
divisions  on  the  left  to  move  only  in  ctranection  with 
tlie  divisions  next  on  the  right,  Stewartr  did  not  .move ; 
consequently,  the  remainder  of  the  left  wing  remained 
passive. 

Perceiving  the  right  wing  unable  to  advance,  Long- 
street  sought  permission  to  move  directly  upon  tlie  en- 
emy in  his  front.  The  commanding  general,  however, 
Iiad  already  seen  the  necessity  of  the  movement,  and, 
accordingly,  orders  to  that  effect  had  been  sent  directly 
to  the  division  commanders. 

Stewart,  with  a  portion  of  Wood's  brigade  of  Cle- 
burne's division,  was  tlie  first  to  a<lvance,  but,  enconntfir- 
iug  a  terrific  front-and-flank  fire  from  RejTiolds,  whose 
line  was  here  retired  to  tlie  rear  and  right,  he  was  driven 
back,  after  gallant  efforts  to  force  the  position.    ' 

Hood's  corps,  next  on  the  left,  was  more  fortunate. 
Hill's  assault  in  the  morning  had  so  impressed  Thomas, 
he  called  repeatedly  upon  Rosecrans  for  aid.  Negley'8 
division  had  already  been  taken  from  the  right  and  sent 
to  him.  Van  Oleve's  division  was  ordered  to  follow. 
Sheridan  was  ordered  to  go  with  two  brigades,  and  was 
executing  the  order  when  Hindman's  division  compelled 
him  to  confront  it.  There  remained,  to  oppose  the 
forces  nnder  Longstreet,  a  part  of  RejTiolds's,  Wood's, 
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Davis's,  and  Sheridan's  divisions  in  front,  mth  Van 
Cleve's  and  a  part  of  Braniian's  ia  reserve,  and  Wilder's 
brigade  of  moanted  infantry. 

With  a  view  to  making  his  line  compact,  General 
Rosecrans  had  directed  Wood  to  close  to  the  left  on 
Reynolds,  MeCook  being  ordered  to  follow  the  move- 
ment. Wood,  misunderstanding  the  order,  withdrew 
fn>m  the  hne,  and  passed  to  tlie  rear  of  Branuan,  whose 
force  was  m  echelon  to  the  right  and  rear  of  Reynolds's 
division.  This  movement  of  Wood's  left  a  gap  of  a 
division  front  on  the  Federal  right.  Before  it  could  be 
closed,  Hood's  qiiadniple  line  had  swept  in.  The  rear  of 
Wood's  division  and  the  right  of  Branuan's  were  driven 
in  confusion  to  the  right ;  Davis  was  thmst  in  like  dis- 
order to  the  left,  exposing  Sheridan  upon  his  right. 
Hindman  utta^iked  Sheridan  and  Wilder  in  front,  and, 
after  suffering  this  repulse  of  his  left  brigade,  succeeded, 
with  the  aid  of  one  fi'om  Preston,  in  driving  tlie  enemy 
before  him.  The  entire  Federal  right  was  routed ;  one 
of  Van  Cleve's  brigades  was  captured  entire.  Sheri- 
dan's division,  two  brigades  of  Davis's  division,  and  Gen- 
eral Ros(>crans  disappeared  from  the  field. 

The  triumpli  aeliieved  by  Hood's  command  was  marred 
by  the  serious  wounding  of  this  daring  commander.  He 
had  to  suffer  the  amputation  of  a  leg  upon  the  field. 

Tlie  command  of  the  Federal  army,  now  shorn  of  six 
brigades,  devolved  upon  General  Thomas.  The  remnant 
of  its  right  wing  quickly  formed  at  right  angles  to  the 
State  road,  extending  well  off  to  tiie  wjest.  The  troops 
took  position  on  a  ridge  under  cover  of  the  forest  in  the 
following  order :  Brannan  on  tlie  right,  and  two  brigades 
of  Wood's  on  the  left ;  to  this  line  General  Thomas  sub- 
sequently added  two  brigades  from  Negley'e  division  and 
Hazen's  brigade,  and  later  Steedman's  division  of  Gran- 
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gel's  corps,  whose  movements  prior  to  this  we  have  al- 
ready noticed.  At  a  still  later  period  General  Thomas 
tried  to  fill  the  gap  in  this  hne,  which  still  remuned  at 
the  State  road,  hy  retiring  Reynolds's  right,  bnt  it  was 
not  sufficient.  Consequently  an  interval  npon  Reynolds's 
right  remained  open.  Had  this  been  discovered,  and 
had  the  attacks  which  were  directed  against  Brannaii, 
Wood,  and  Steedman  been  directed  instead  against  this 
point,  the  Federal  line  would  have  been  quickly  pierced. 

General  Longstreet's  divisions,  having  cleared  their 
front,  now  changed  their  direction  to  the  right,  and 
moved  upon  the  enemy  in  their  new  position.  Proton 
was  moved  up,  and  took  position  upon  the  State  road. 
Buckner  massed  several  batteries  upon  this  road,  and 
opened  a  fire  upon  the  angle  of  the  enemy's  line. 

As  already  uot«d,  Cleburne  had  opened  his  batteries 
upon  the  center  of  the  enemy's  left,  and  the  entire  hne 
under  Polk  was  ready  to  renew  the  assault. 

In  making  his  disposition  for  the  afternoon  attack, 
Polk  found  that  Hill  was  very  much  opposed  to  execut- 
ing it  as  ordered,  and  showed  a  singular  unwillingness 
to  act.  Polk's  orders  were  that  Clebnme,  keepiug  up  his 
cannonade,  should  threaten  the  enemy  in  his  front,  and 
that  Hill,  taking  Walker,  Breckinridge,  and  Cheatham — 
now  massed  on  the  extreme  right — should  assail  the  en- 
emy's left  on  the  State  road.  The  order  to  advance  was 
given  to  Hill  at  3.30,  and  had  t<>  be  twice  repeated '  before 
he  moved.  While  waiting  for  Hill,  Captain  Cames  of  the 
artillery,  whose  battery  had  beun  demolished  in  the  bat- 
tle of  the  day  before,  and  who  was  acting  for  the  day  on 
Polk's  staff,  reported  that  the  enemy  acted  as  if  their  ain- 

I  HUl  SKys  tliat  his  deUy  wm  due  to  the  dUHcnlt;  experienced  in 
getting  Jackson'H  brigade  to  move  Into  tta  position ;  but  this  waa  not  an 
essentia]  to  his  movemenla. 
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munition  was  mnning  low.  Polk  sent  him  at  once  to 
Luciiis  Polk  with  the  order  to  attack.  Polk's  brigade, 
supported  by  Jackson  on  the  right,  dashed  at  the  works, 
and  after  a  most  gallant  effort  they  seized  the  line  that 
had  opposed  such  stubborn  resistance  to  Helm  and  Qist 
earlier  in  the  day.  All  the  troops  now  advanced  (5  p.m.), 
but  the  battle  of  the  right  wing  was  practically  ended. 
Preparatory  to  a  retreat,  Thomas  was  withdrawing  Rey- 
nolds to  post  him  en  echelon  to  his  left.  Intending  at 
nightfall  to  retire  successively  Johnston,  Palmer,  and 
Baird  to  a  new  line,  they  bad  been  ordered  to  hold 
themselves  in  readiness  for  the  movement.  The  assault 
of  Polk's  and  Jackson's  brigades,  supported  by  Hill's  ad- 
vance, anticipated  this  movement,  and  converted  it  into 
a  most  "  precipitate  retreat." 

Reynolds,  however,  well  in  hand,  turned  upon  the 
exultant  Confederates,  and,  striking  a  final  blow  at 
Walker,  disappeared  with  his  companions.  It  was  the 
last  flare  of  that  fierce  flame  which  for  two  days  had 
burned  so  fiercely  along  that  line. 

I  cannot  do  better  than  quote  Cames's  graphic  ac- 
count of  Polk's  assault: 

Biding  by  the  aide  of  General  Luoina  Polk,  I  witnessed  the 
splendid  charge  of  the  veterans  of  his  brigade  up  the  ridge 
held  by  Thomas.  I  never  witnessed  a  more  enthnsiastio  and 
intrepid  charge,  and  it  carried  everything  before  it.  What 
seemed  to  be  a  heavy  skirminh-Une  behind  logs  was  quickly 
destroyed  and  forced  back  on  a  front  line  ot  log  breastworks, 
and  such  was  tbe  impetuosity  of  the  attack  that  our  men 
rushed  up  to  and  over  tbe»i  works,  driving  the  troops  there, 
in  utter  confusion,  ba«k  on  the  main  line.  Here  General  L. 
E.  Pulk  said  to  me :  "  Go  l>ack  and  tell  the  old  general  that 
we  have  passed  two  Unoa  of  breastworks ;  tliat  we  have  got 
them  on  the  jump,  and  I  am  sure  of  carrying  the  main  line." 
At  the  top  of  my  horse's  speed  I  rode  to  where  General 
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Leonidas  Polk  waited  in  a  amalt  glade,  near  Breokimidge'H 
left.  As  I  was  aeea  approaobiag,  Breckinridge,  Ckeatham, 
and  other  commanders  present,  drew  np  on  horseback  around 
General  Polk,  who,  immediately  on  receiving  my  report,  aaid 
to  those  offloere:  "  Puah  your  oommands  forward,  gentlemen, 
and  assault  them  vigoroualy  along  the  whole  line." 

Away  went  generals  and  otaS  at  full  speed,  and  when  tlie 
order  to  advance  reached  our  troops,  who  were  expecting  it, 
tke  stirring  Confederate  yell  arose  and  swelled  to  a  full  chorus 
along  the  whole  line  as  our  men  mshed  to  the  charge. 

The  foUowin^  statement  from  Games  agrees  so  per- 
fectly with  my  own  observation,  that  it  is  reproduced : 

I  have  read  accounts  of  this  fight  from  the  Federal  side,  and 
some  from  Confederate  of&cers  who  were  with  our  left  wing, 
in  which  it  was  stated  that  Thomas  withdrew  his  forces  about 
dark.  In  our  front  they  withdrew  before  the  charge  of  our 
troops  over  the  breastworks,  and  the  quantity  of  small-anus 
and  accoutrementB  scattered  in  all  directions — limber-chestB, 
caissons,  and  pieces  of  artillery  abandoned  where  they  had 
been  jammed  in  between  trees  and  saplings  in  rapid  flight  — 
bore  conclnsive  testimony  to  the  character  of  their  withdrawal- 

The  fight  upon  the  left  wing  had  been  renewed  with 
increasing  fury  about  3.30.  Stewart,  who  had  met  the 
fate  of  Cleburne  in  the  morning  assault,  now  held  posi- 
tion along  with  Cleburne,  the  two  forming  the  pivots 
upon  which  the  wings  of  the  Confederate  army  were 
turning  toward  each  other.  Longstreet,  holding  Pres- 
ton in  reserve,  carried  on  the  battle  with  Hood's  corps 
and  Hindman's  division,  Brannan,  Wood,  and  Granger, 
aided  by  such  regiments  as  Thomas  could  spare  from  his 
left, — his  two  wings  being  now  almost  back  to  back, — 
fought  for  every  inch  of  ground.  Although  witliout 
field-works,  their  position  upon  the  side  of  Missionary 
Ridge  afforded  a  protection  which  was  utilized  to  the 
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fullest  extent.  Hmdman  was  repnlscd,  and  Johnson, 
now  commanding  Hood's  corps,  shared  a  like  fate. 
About  five  o'clock  Preston  was  advanced  to  their  relief, 
and  the  battle  along  that  line  was  renewed  j  bat  the 
enemy  still  held  their  position  successfully.  It  was 
soon  to  end,  however.  Polk's  line,  sweeping  up  over 
the  State  road,  crushed  the  Federal  left,  and,  catching 
its  right  in  flank  and  i-ear,  the  resistance  in  front  of 
Longstreet  melted  away,  and  with  the  fall  of  night 
disappeared.  Never  will  the  writer  forget  the  "rebel 
yell "  whifih  proclaimed  this  triumph ;  for,  rising  higher 
and  higher,  and  echoing  and  re-echoing  from  wing  to 
wing,  it  told  to  friend  and  foe  that  victory  tiiat  night 
rested  with  the  Confederacy. 

It  probably  never  happened  before  that  a  great  battle  was 
foaght  to  ita  bloody  oonolusioii  with  the  oommanders  of  each 
side  away  from  the  field  of  confiict  But  the  Federals  were  in 
the  hands  of  the  indomitable  Thomas,  and  the  Confederates 
were  under  their  two  heroic  wing-oommanders.' 

The  immediate  results  were  8000  prisoners,  36  pieces 
of  artillery,  15,000  stand  of  small-arms,  25  stand  of 
colors  and  guidons,  numbers  of  wagons  and  ambulances, 
and  quantities  of  ammunition,  hospital  stores,  etc. 

General  Polk  established  his  headquarters  in  the  en- 
emy's works  at  the  State  road,  and  sent  out  scouts  to 
ascertain  the  whereabouts  of  the  enemy.  The  scouts 
retiu-ned  and  reported  that  there  was  no  enemy  in  front. 

He  then  sent  Colonel  Spence,  of  his  staff,  to  General 
Bragg,  to  report  the  situation  of  tJie  right  wing,  and  to 
say  that  the  enemy  had  Ijeen  diiven  from  everj'  position 
in  his  front  and  was  now  in  full  retreat. 

Colonel  Spence  made  the  report  accordingly,  and  at 

1  Lleotenant-Gleneral  Hill,  ■'  BatUm  and  Leodera  of  the  Civil  War." 
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the  request  of  the  eomTnanding  general  Ghneral  Polk 
went  to  army  headquarters,  which  he  reached  some  time 
after  midnight.  As  to  what  occurred  at  this  interview, 
we  give  the  etatemeut  of  Colonel  W.  D.  Gale,  General 
Polk's  aide-de-camp : 

I  have  a  most  vivid  recollection  of  what  occurred  bo  far  as  I 
had  an  opportunity  to  see  and  bear.  About  eleven  or  twelve 
at  night,  on  the  last  day  of  ihe  battle,  I  rode  with  General 
Polk  from  bis  bivouac  among  the  dead  and  dying,  in  Thomaa's 
entrenched  Lne,  to  General  Bragg'a  headquarters.  General 
Bragg  bad  gone  to  bed,  bat  got  up  to  listen  to  his  report  of 
the  day's  work  of  his  forces.  General  Polk  urged  upon  bim 
the  fact  that  the  enemy  was  routed  and  flying  precipitately 
from  the  field,  and  that  then  was  the  opportunity  to  finish  the 
work  by  the  capture  or  destruction  of  his  army  by  prompt 
pursuit,  before  he  had  time  to  reorganize  and  throw  up 
defenses  at  Chattanooga.  General  Bragg  could  not  be  in- 
duced to  look  at  it  in  that  li^t,  and  refused  to  believe  that  he 
had  won  a  victory. 

Rarely  has  there  been  a  battle  in  which  troops  were 
BO  little  mixed  up,  and  in  which  organization  was  so 
little  disturbed.  Polk's  wing  was  ready  to  march  or 
fight  at  dawn  in  the  morning,  —  with  thinned  ranks,  it 
is  true,  but  with  buoyant  and  exultant  spirits. 

Similar  statements  are  applicable  to  the  left  wing 
under  Longstreet,  who  doubtless  expected  prompt  orders 
to  pursue,  for  in  his  official  report  he  says : 

As  it  was  almost  dark,  I  ordered  my  line  to  remain  as  it  was ; 
ammunition -boxes  to  be  refilled,  stragglers  to  be  collected,  and 
everything  in  readiness  for  the  pursuit  in  the  morning. 

After  the  interview  with  General  Bragg,  Polk  returned 
to  his  quarters  in  the  hope  that  he  might  receive  orders, 
in  common  with  the  left  wing,  to  push  forward  at  dawn. 
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An  order,  at  length,  was  sent ;  it  was  for  Clieatiluun's 
di\'isioD  to  recoDDoiter  ground  already  scouted  over,  and 
for  details  to  gather  spoils  and  bury  the  dead. 

While  General  Polk  was  waiting  on  his  line  for 
farther  orders,  he  received  the  following  note  from 
Forrest  in  the  front: 

Om  tHS  Road,  9  a.H.,  September  21,  1863. 
Otnerai:  We  are  in  a  mile  of  BoBBViUe.    Have  been  on  the 
point  of  Miaaonary  Ridge.    Can  see  ChattAnooga  and  every- 
thing around  it.    The  enemy's  trains    are    leaving,  going 
around  the  point  of  Lookout  Mountain,    The  prisoners  cap- 
tured report  the  pontoons  thrown  aqross  for  the  purpose  of 
retreating.    I  think  they  are  evacuating  as  hard  as  they  can 
go.    They  are  cutting  timber  down  to  obstruct  our  passing. 
I  think  we  ought  to  press  forward  as  rapidly  as  possible. 
(Please  forward  to  Oeneral  Bragg.) 
Kespectfully,  etc., 

N.  B.  FoBBEBT,  Br^adier-Generai. 
To  Lieutenakt-Okmekal  Polk. 

The  note  was  promptly  forwarded  to  General  Bra^, 
but  the  rare  and  high  occasion,  reached  only  by  such 
generous  and  splendid  sacrifice,  was  gradually  sinking 
into  the  slough  of  lost  opportunities. 

Prom  tiie  battlefield  General  Polk  wrote  Mrs.  PoUt : 

September  21, 1863. 
I  write  a  hurried  line  only  to  say  that  by  the  mercy  of  God 
I  am  unhurt  in  the  operations  of  the  last  two  days,  and  bo  are 
our  son  and  son-in-law.  The  work  has  been  very  heavy,  but 
we  have  driven  them  both  days  before  ns.  We  have  fought 
all  of  Bosecrans'  army,  especially  yesterday.  We  have  just 
heard,  at  9  a.m.,  that  he  has  retreated  to  Chattanooga.  We 
shall  pursue.  The  Lord  has  been  very  gracious  and  merciful 
to  ns,  and  has  blessed  us ;  for  which  T  feel,  an^l  hope  we  all  feci, 
truly  gratefuL    May  His  blessing  still  rest  uptm  us. 
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On  the  afternoon  of  the  2lBt:  the  order  to  adyance 
was  given ;  it  van  not,  however, 'to  Chattanooga,  but  to 
occupy  the  high  ground  of  Missionary  Ridge  overlook- 
ing the  town. 

The  commanding  general  now  invested  the  town :  the 
right  wing,  under  Polk,  resting  on  the  Tennessee  Kiver 
above  the  town ;  the  left,  under  Longstreet,  resting  on 
the  river  below  the  town,  at  Lookout  Mountain. 

Three  days  had  now  elapsed  since  Rosecrans  entered 
Chattanooga  with  his  fleeing  and  confused  army.  He 
was  strongly  intrenched,  and,  grateful  for  the  breathing- 
time  allowed  to  him,  stood  at  bay. 

It  is  difficult  to  understand  the  apathy  shown  by  Qea- 
eral  Br^g  upon  tlLe  afternoon  and  evening  of  the  clos- 
ing day  of  the  battle.  He  did  not  show  himself  upon 
General  Polk's  line  after  the  repulse  of  the  morning, 
and,  beyond  sending  orders  to  attack,  gave  General  Polk 
no  indioatioD  that  he  was  specially  concerned  with  what 
was  going  on  upon  the  right.  An  explanation  may 
possibly  be  found  in  a  letter  from  Longstreet  to  Hill, 
written  in  July,  1884. 

It  is  my  opinion  that  Bragg  thought  at  3  p.m.  that  the  battle 
was  lost,  though  he  did  not  say  so  poutively.  I  aeked  him  at 
that  time  to  reinforce  me  with  a  few  troops  that  had  not  been 
Bo  severely  engaged  aa  mine,  and  to  allow  mo  to  go  down  the 
Dry  Valley  Road,  so  as  to  interpose  behind  Thomas  and  cut  ofE 
Ilia  retreat  to  Chattanooga,  at  the  same  time  pursuing  the 
troops  that  I  had  beaten  back  from  my  front.  His  reply,  as 
well  aa  I  can  remember,  was  that  he  had  no  troops  except  my 
own  that  had  any  fight  left  in  them,  and  that  I  should  remain 
in  the  position  in  which  I  then  waa.  After  telling  me  this,  he 
left  me,  saying :  *'  Qeneral,  if  anything  happens,  communicate 
with  me  at  Reed's  Bridge."  In  reading  Bragg'a  report,  I  was 
struck  with  Us  remark  that  the  morning  after  the  battle  "  he 
found  the  ever-vigilant  Oeueral  Liddell  feeling  his  way  to 
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find  the  enemy."  Inaamuch  as  every  one  in  his  anny  was 
supposed  to  know  on  the  night  of  the  battle  that  we  had  won 
a  complete  victory,  it  seemed  to  me  quite  Indicrons  that  an 
officer  should  be  commended  for  his  vigilance  the  next  morn- 
ing in  looking  for  the  enemy  in  his  immediate  presence.  1 
know  that  I  was  then  laying  a  plan  by  which  we  might  over- 
haul the  enemy  at  Chattanooga  or  between  that  point  and 
Nashville.  It  did  not  occur  to  me  on  the  night  o£  the  20th  to 
send  Bragg  word  of  our  complete  success.  I  thought  that 
the  loud  Uuzzas  that  spread  over  the  field  just  at  dark  were  a 
BotScicnt  assurance  and  notice  to  any  one  within  five  miles 


A  week  after  the  hattio,  General  Polk  wrot«  the  follow- 
iug  lett<>r  to  Ills  wife,  in  which  he  pays  a  fitting  tribute 
to  his  ever-faithf  111  friend  and  aide-de-camp,  Lieutcnaiit 
W.  B.  Richmond,  who  wiis  killed  in  the  battle  of  the  20th : 

Sunday,  on  the  top  op  Missionasy  Ridge, 
In  feont  of  Chattahooua,  Sept.  27, 18(i3. 
Jtfy  behved  wife:  Thin  day  a  week  ago  we  fuught  the  battle 
of  Chickainauga,  an<i  it  was  a  great  success.  We  should  have 
made  more  out  of  it.  The  enclosed  copies  of  letters  will  show 
why  we  have  not.  Ktill  it  was  a  great  triumph  of  arms.  I 
wrote  you  a  note  from  the  battlefield,  which  I  hope  you  got 
I  said  all  of  us  were  safe,  but,  Hixm  after,  we  found  poor  Rich- 
mond's body,  my  dear  and  faithful  and  attached  young  friend. 
■We  lost  sight  of  him  during  the  Jay,  and  found  his  body  next 
morning  lying  within  sixty  yards  of  my  camp,  near  the  ene- 
my's bnuistworks.  He  was  one  of  the  purest  young  men  I 
ever  knew,  and  possessed  in  an  eminent  degree  some  of  the 
highest  of  hnman  quaUfications.  I  mourn  for  him  as  for  a 
chihl.  He  was  shot  through  the  head,  and  was  killed  dead 
from  his  saddle.  I  shall  ever  cherish  his  memory  most  fondly 
I  am  now  looking  down  from  the  top  of  Missionary  Ridge  into 
Chattanooga  and  into  the  enemy's  camp.  I  do  not  think  we 
wlU  attack  him,  but  will  learn  his  plans.    But  we  are  vei; 

I  "  Bstdes  and  I.«ulers  uf  tlie  Ctvll  War,"  v<d.  ill,  p.  669. 
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dred  of  the  delay.  The  tnxtps  are  in  fine  spirits ;  oor  losses 
have  been  Ui^,  but  not  out  of  pro)[>ortioii  to  those  of  onr 
adversary.    He  suffered  very  severely. 

All  my  staff  escaped  injury  except  poor  Richmond.  Sayers, 
my  Irish  engineer,  was  captured.  We  shall  make  a  forward 
movement  in  a  few  days,  I  think,  vithont  donbt,  and  we  are 
quite  confident  as  to  the  future. 

We  look  to  God  for  His  blessing. 

The  forward  movement,  however,  was  never  made. 
An  investment  waii  attempted,  which  was  soon  broken 
by  the  reiiiforeemeiits  sent  forward  to  Rosecrane'  relief. 
Thus  ended  the  ('liickamauga  campaign. 

The  student  of  the  military  operations  of  the  Civil 
War  will  find  abundant  material  from  which  to  draw 
valuable  deductions ;  but  in  none  of  it  will  he  find  more 
useful  lessons  than  can  be  discovered  by  the  study  of 
that  which  beart<  upon  the  problems  presented  in  the 
campaigns  and  battles  of  this  army.  It  is  not  within 
the  province  of  tliis  work  to  ent«r  upon  so  extensive  a 
subject,  but  it  is  a  part  of  it  to  present  facts  which  are 
involved  therein. 

There  is  no  factor  of  war  of  more  importance  than 
the  spirit  of  any  army  in  the  midst  of  battle ;  and  noth- 
ing reveals  this  better  than  the  percentage  of  its  loss  in 
killed  and  wounded.  In  honoring  this  army  we  now 
present  a  statement  of  this  loss  in  tlie  fom*  battles  which 
it  fought  in  the  seventeen  months  ending  with  the  bat- 
tle of  Chickamauga.  It  is  unfortunate  that  these  tables 
have  not  been  made  to  cover  the  cavalry  of  the  army. 
The  omission  was  compelled,  however,  because  of  the 
difficulty  experienced  in  gathering  adequate  data.  This 
is  not  essential  to  our  purpose,  however,  as  that  is  fully 
reached  with  the  infantry  and  artillery,  the  tables  cover- 
ing both  fully. 
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a  hi 

ft    1    I  pi 

Polk'B  Corps 9,136  385  l,fl53  19  .27 

Bregg's  Corps  . .  .  13,589  553  2,441  AM  .25 

Hardee*B  Corps    .  6,789  404  1,936  141  .34 

Brecbiiiridge'a  C.  6,439  386  1,682  166  .32 

Total 35,953     1,728       8,012      959        .29 

pkrrytiu.e. 

Hardee'a  Corps,  J  jg j^        gj^       2,635      251        .20 

Cheatham's  DiY'n ' 

ToTAl. 16,000         610        2,635       261         io 

MnBFREESBORO. 

Polk's  Corps 14,U8  621  3,662  135  ^l 

Hardee'a  Corps  . .  U,06S  ^5  3,056  683  .29 

HcCown'sDiv'n..  4,414  94  762  106  .21 

Jackson's  Brigade  874  41  262  —  .34 

Total 33,475     1,251       7,742      824        .29 

Chickamatjsa. 

^IVwing  l!i§!iS   »'    «-»« 1-^    ^ 

"tSwikg        &%\\     ^'^       «'^      ™         .32 

ToTALi...  Ij^j^'}^}    2,012     12,999    2,084        .32 

Recapitulating  the  percentage  of  loss  in  killed  and 
irouaded  in  tiiese  several  battles,  and  stating  it  in  an- 
merical  order,  we  Iiave ;  PenyviDe,  20 ;  Shiloh,  29 ;  Mur- 

■  The  percentage  for  Chlakanungk  b  ectlnMed  Dpon  Hie  total  force  en- 
gftged  In  the  battle  ;  the  loaa  anM^ned  od  the  19th  was  about  ueutraliKd 
by  troop*  belonging  to  Longsbvat'a  corps  and  Wdkei's  dlvUaD,  wbloh 
arrlTcd  during  the  night  ol  the  19tlL. 
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freesboro,  29 ;  Chickamauga,  32.  This  record  of  bravery 
and  endurance  is  rendered  more  valuable  by  comparing 
it  with  that  furnished  by  the  Army  of  Northern  Virginia 
in  the  great«st  of  its  battles,  Gettysbm-g. 

General  Lee  fought  the  battle  of  Gettysbui^  with 
62,000  men  of  all  arms,  and  lost  2592  killed,  12,709 
wounded,  and  5150  missing,  making  a  total  of  20,451, 
with  a  percent^e  of  loss  in  killed  and  wounded,  ex- 
clusive of  cavalry,  of  about  25.  Estimated  upon  the 
same  basis,  the  Federal  loss  at  Shiloh  was  27,  at  Gettys' 
bui^  about  22,  and  at  Chickamauga  26^. 

Additional  interest  may  now  be  given  these  statements 
of  losses  by  placing  them  beside  those  presented  by  other 
armies  in  some  of  the  decisive  battles  of  the  world.  We 
are  able  to  do  this  by  producing  the  following  extract 
from  an  address  made  by  Lieutenant^General  Wheeler 
before  a  joint  gathering  of  Confederate  veterans  and  the 
Army  of  the  Cumberland,  at  Chattanooga,  in  1881. 

Waterioo  was  one  of  the  most  desperate  and  bloody  fields 
ehronieled  in  European  history,  and  yet  Wellington's  casual- 
ties were  less  than  12  per  cent.,  his  losses  being  2432  killed 
and  9528  wonnded  out  of  90,000  men.  At  the  great  battle 
of  Wagrom,  Napoleon  lost  but  about  5  per  cent.  At  W&rz- 
bnrg  the  French  lost  but  3}-  per  cent.,  and  yet  the  army  gave 
up  the  field  and  retreated  to  the  Rhine.  At  Raoour,  Marshal 
Saxe  lost  but  3i  per  cent  At  Zurich  Massena  lost  but  8  per 
cent.  At  Lagriz  Fredoriok  lost  but  6i  per  cent.  At  Mal- 
plaqnet  Marlborough  lost  but  10  per  oent.,  and  at  RamilUes 
the  same  intrepid  commander  lost  but  fl  per  cent.  At  Contras 
Henry  of  Navarre  was  reported  as  out  to  pieces,  yet  bb  loss 
was  less  than  10  per  oent.  At  Lodi  Napoleon  lost  H  per  cent. 
At  Valmi  Frederiok  lost  but  3  per  cent.,  and  at  the  great 
battles  of  Marengo  and  Austerlitz,  sanguinary  as  they  wei^, 
Napoleon  lost  an  average  of  less  than  14i  per  cent.  At  Ma- 
genta and  Solferino,  in  1859,  the  average  loss  of  both  armies 
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waa  lew  than  9  per  cent.  At  Edniggrfitz,  in  1866,  it  v&fi 
6  per  cent.  At  W&rth,  Bpeoheran.  Mars  la  Tour,  Gravelotte, 
and  Sedan,  in  1870,  the  average  loss  was  12  per  cent.  At 
Linden  General  Moreau  lost  bat  4  per  cent.,  and  the  Arch~ 
dnke  John  lost  but  7  per  cent,  in  killed  and  wounded. 

Thirty-two  per  cent,  of  killed  and  wounded  musti 
then,  be  accepted  as  an  index  of  the  spirit  with  which 
the  Army  of  Tennessee  performed  the  duty  devolved 
upon  it  at.  Chickamanga.  How  far  ito  commanding 
general  met  the  duties  which  devolved  npon  him  as  i\% 
leader  may  be  gathered  from  what  has  been  said  in  this 
narrative,  and  from  the  letters  we  now  present. 

HBADgUABTBBS,  NBAB  ChATTAJIOOOA, 

September  26,  1863. 
Hon,  J.  A.  Skddok,  Secretary  i^  War. 

Sir :  May  I  take  the  liberty  to  adviae  you  of  our  oonditioa 
and  our  wants  t  On  the  20th  instant,  after  a  very  severe  bat- 
tle, we  gained  a  complete  and  glorious  victory — tbe  most  com- 
plete victory  of  ib.e  war,  except,  perhaps,  the  first  Manassas- 
On  the  morning  of  the  21st,  General  Br^g  askod  my  opinion 
as  to  our  best  oonrae.  I  su^ested  at  once  to  strike  at  Bum- 
side,  and,  if  Ue  made  his  escape,  to  march  upon  Rosecrans' 
coramtmications  in  rear  of  Nashville.  Ho  seemed  to  adopt  the 
suggestion,  and  gave  the  order  to  march  at  fonr  o'clock  in  the 
afternoon.  The  right  wii^  of  the  army  marched  some  8  or  10 
mUes,  my  coramaad  following  next  day  at  daylight.  I  was 
halted  at  the  crossing  of  the  Chickamanga,  and  on  the  night 
of  the  22d  the  army  was  ordered  to  march  for  Chattanooga, 
thus  giving  the  enemy  two  days  and  a  half  to  strengthen  the 
fortifications  here  alrea^  prepared  for  him  by  ourselves. 
Here  we  have  remained  under  instructions  that  the  enemy 
shall  not  be  assaulted.  To  express  my  convictions  in  a  few 
words,  our  chief  has  done  bat  one  tMng  that  he  oi^ht  to 
have  done  since  I  joined  his  array,  — that  was  to  order  the 
attAck  upon  the  20th.    All  other  things  that  be  has  done 
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he  onght  not  to  have  done.  I  am  couvinoed  that  aothii^  bat 
the  hand  of  God  eaa  save  ns  or  help  ub  as  long  as  we  have 
our  present  commander. 

Now  to  our  wante.  Can't  yon  send  ns  Oeneral  Leet  The 
army  in  Virginia  can  operate  defensively,  while  onr  operatione 
here  should  be  offensive — uutU  we  have  recovered  Tennes- 
see,  at  all  events.  We  need  some  such  great  mind  as  General 
Lee's  (nothing  more)  to  accomplish  this.  You  wiU  be  but- 
prised  to  learn  that  this  army  has  neither  organization  n<^ 
mobility,  and  I  have  doubts  if  its  commander  can  give  it  to 
them.  In  an  ordinary  war  I  could  serve  without  complaint 
under  any  one  whom  the  government  might  place  in  authority ; 
but  we  have  too  much  at  stake  in  this  to  remain  quiet  under 
such  distressing  ciroumstanoes.  Our  most  precious  blood  is 
now  flowing  in  streams  from  tlie  Atlantic  to  the  Rocky  Hoim- 
tains,  and  may  yet  be  exhausted  before  we  have  succeeded. 
Then  goes  honor,  treasure,  and  independence.  When  I  oame 
here  I  hoped  to  find  our  commander  willing  and  anxious  to  do 
all  things  that  would  aid  us  in  our  great  cause,  and  ready  to 
receive  what  aid  he  could  get  from  his  subordinates.  It  seems 
that  I  was  greatly  mistaken.  It  seems  that  he  cannot  adopt 
and  adhere  to  any  plan  or  course,  whether  of  his  own  or  of 
some  one  else.  I  desire  to  impress  upon  your  mind  that  there 
is  no  exaggeration  in  these  statements,  —  on  the  contrary,  I 
have  failed  to  express  my  convictions  to  the  fnllest  extent. 
All  tltat  I  can  add  without  making  this  letter  exoeedingly  long 
is  to  pray  you  to  help  us,  and  speedily. 

I  remain,  with  the  greatest  respect,  your  most  obedient 
"*"      '  J.  LoNHflTKBET,  iMutenant-QmeroL 

headguartebs,  pole's  c0bp8, 
In  thb  Fieu)  before  Ohattanooga, 
September  27, 1863. 
GsNBRAL  [R.  E.]  Lee, 

Care  of  ihe  Secretary  of  War,  Sidmumd,  Va. 
My  dear  General :  General  Longstreet  informs  me  he  has 
written  you  on  the  subject  of  coming  to  our  help  in  the  West. 
Allow  me  to  unite  with  him  in  an  oamest  appeal  to  you  to 
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give  UB  the  benefit  of  jour  akill  and  judgment  and  experience 
at  this  most  important  crista.  We  have  gained  a  signal  victory, 
under  God's  blessing,  over  our  enemy,  but  I  greatly  fear  we 
are  about  to  lose  tbe  fruits  of  it  for  the  waat  of  the  neoesBary 
oapaoity  to  reap  them.  I  speak  advisedly,  and  after  a  very 
familiar  acquaintance  with  the  ifiind  and  character  of  the  offi- 
cer commanding  this  army,  when  I  say  we  must  have  a  change 
before  any  permanent  eucoesa  oau  be  bad  in  this  region.  The 
eyes  of  all  would  look  to  you,  could  you  come ;  Longstreet 
thinks  you  can  without  serious  detriment  to  tbe  interests  of 
the  Army  of  Virginia,  leaving  it  in  the  hands  of  one  of  your 
well-trained  lieutenants.  If  both  armies  were  driven  back  to 
the  Mississippi,  and  Tennessee,  not  to  say  Kentaoky,  freed,  and 
we  on  Grant's  line  of  communications  and  in  connection  with 
the  Tnuis-Mississippi  Army,  we  might,  by  moving  south, 
make  short  work  of  the  army  of  the  latter. 

May  I  not  then,  general,  again  beg  yon  to  give  this  matter 
your  respectful  and  serious  attention,  and  see  whether,  as  a 
question  of  duty  to  our  suffering  command,  it  be  not  proper 
for  you  to  come  over  and  help  ua  T 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  truly  yours, 

L.  Polk,  LiaUenant-Oeneral  Comtiuaiding. 

Camp  Rappahannock,  October  26, 1863. 
General  L.  Polk. 

My  dear  General:  I  received  yonr  letter  of  the  27tii  ultimo 
the  day  I  was  about  to  make  a  move  upon  General  Meade  to 
prevent  his  further  reinforcing  General  Boeecrans.  I  have 
been  unable  to  reply  before  now.  I  have  rejoiced  exceedingly 
at  your  great  victory,  and  heartily  wished  that  the  advant^cs 
gained  could  be  pursued  and  confirmed.  I  am  indebted,  I 
know,  entirely  to  your  kind  feelings  for  the  proposition  made 
to  me.  I  wish  I  could  be  of  any  service  in  the  West,  but  I  do 
not  feel  that  I  could  do  much  anywhere.  In  addition  to  other 
inflnnities,  I  have  been  for  more  than  a  month  a  great  sufferer 
from  rheumatism  in  my  back,  so  that  I  can  hardly  get  about. 
I  hope  the  President  has  been  able  to  rectify  all  difficulties  in 
your  army,  and  that  Bosecrans  will  at  last  be  obliged  to  aban- 
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don  his  positioii.    I  trust  that  you  are  again  witli  your  com- 
mand, and  that  a  merciful  Qod  will  oontjuae  His  blessings  to 
na  and  shield  us  from  any  danger.    That  He  may  have  you 
and  yonr  brave  army  under  His  care  is  my  earnest  prayer. 
I  am,  general,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 
B.  E.  Lke. 

The  answer  which  the  government  gave  to  these  ap- 
peals is  shown  in  a  lett«r  from  Gleneral  Bragg's  chief -of- 
staflf  tfl  General  Joseph  E.  Johnston ;  and,  as  it  also  re- 
veals a  corroboration  by  the  mass  of  General  Bra^B 
general  officers  of  the  opinions  concerning  hie  incapac- 
ity which  were  disregarded,  its  essential  parts  are  repro- 
duced here. 

UI88IONARV  BuwE,  October  13, 1863. 
OkmebaL  J.  E.  SoBSSfoa,  Commanding,  tie. 

My  dear  Joe:  Mr.DavisarrivedonFriday,  and  goes  to-day — 
it  is  said  by  his  staff  —  on  a  visit  to  you.  He  has  decided  to 
retain  Bragg,  though  he  must  have  been  folly  satisfied  of  his 
unpopularity,  and  the  decided  opposition  of  the  mass  of  the 
generals.'  I  think  Longstreet  has  done  more  injury  to  the 
ganeral  than  all  the  others  put  together.  You  may  under- 
stand how  much  influence  with  his  troops  a  remark  from  a 
man  of  his  standing  nould  have,  —to  the  effect  that  Bragg  was 
not  on  the  field,  and  Lee  would  have  been.  Pemberton  con- 
sulted me  about  staying  here  in  command  of  a  corps.  I  told 
him  that  there  was  not  a  division  in  this  army  that  would  be 
willing  to  receive  him ;  that  I  was  sorry  to  be  obliged  to  tell 
him  so  uapleasaut  a  truth,  but  so  it  was.  He  told  me  Bra^ 
want«d  him  to  stay.  I  told  him  that  Bragg  ought  to  under- 
stand the  temper  of  his  army  better  than  I  did,  but  that  we 
did  not  always  agree  upon  the  point.  He  goes  away,  how- 
ever. I  am  in  a  strait.  I  think  I  ought  to  go,  and  at  the 
same  time  I  feel  that,  if  I  left  now,  I  would  be  looked  upon  as 

1  Hr.  DavlBcalled  together  the  leadini^oincerB  of  the  inn 7,  ind  uked 
of  them  their  opinion  at  Genend  Bisgg'B  sapnciCf  ait  commandeT.  Tlie 
(^inloiiB  were  advene. 
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bTing  to  add  to  the  disconteut.  I  am,  —  for  the  first  time,  I 
think,  in  my  life,  —  aft«r  serious  reflection,  unable  to  make  np 
my  mind  as  to  the  right,  though  I  do  not  presume  to  say  the 
oonclnsion  was  always  wise. 

Hill  will  be  relieved :  who  will  take  Polk'a  and  his  place  is 
yet  onkaown.  I  would  not  be  surprised  if  was  pro- 
moted, and  thus  the  discontent  of  the  Army  of  Tennessee 
increased,  ... 

Fairness  itow  demands  that  the  reader  Ebould  be 
nsferred  to  General  Bra^s  ofBcial  report '  of  the  battle 
of  Chitikamau^.  It  will  be  seen  that  he  in  no  way  held 
himself  ehargt-able  for  any  of  the  errors  conunitted  in 
the  campai^  or  the  battle,  Otlicrs  were  i-eapoiisiblc, 
the  chief  delitniiient  boing,  as  tliere  expressed.  General 
Polk.  At  a  stibsiHiueut  period  Ck-neral  Br^g  mollified 
his  views  con<»ming  Polk's  responsibility,  as  will  appear 
in  an  extnu-t  fnmi  a  lett^'r  which  will  be  j>resonted  lat«r. 
But  he  gave  prompt  expression  to  his  feeling  after  the 
battle,  as  we  will  now  relate, 

On  Septfinilx'r  22  General  Polk  received  an  official  note 
from  General  Bmgg,  asking  for  reasons  for  the  delay  in 
the  attack  on  the  morning  of  the  20th.  Engronsed  with 
the  movement  npon  Missionary  Bidge  and  the  establish- 
ing of  his  wing  of  the  aniiy  in  position  before  Chatta- 
nooga, he  did  not  reply  at  once.  So  on  the  25th  a  re- 
minder was  sent,  asking  for  a  speedy  reply.  On  the 
30th  he  sent  the  following  letter: 

HEAStlDARTBBS,  PoLk's  CORPS,  ARHT  OP  TbNMEBSEE, 

Missionary  Riuoe,  September  2S,  1863. 

LlEUTBNANT-COLONSL  GEOROS  WiUJAU  BbENT, 

Axaittant  Adivlant-OtneraL 
Colonel:  In  reply  to  your  communication  I  would  respect- 
fully submit  to  the  commanding  general  the  following  state- 

1  "  OBlelAl  BeconU,  War  of  Ifebcltioii,''  vol.  iii,  pt,  a  pp.  36-37. 
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ment  explanatory  of  the  failure  to  m&ke  an  attack  npon  the 
enemy  as  ordered  at  daylight  on  the  20th : 

After  leaving  army  headquarters  on  the  night  of  the  l&th, 
where  I  received  a  verbal  order  to  attaek  the  enemy  at  day- 
light, I  rode  immediately  to  my  headquarters  beyond  Alex- 
ander's Bridge,  where  I  arrived  at  11  F.u.  On  the  way,accom- 
panied  by  Qeneral  Breckinridge,  I  met  with  a  Bta£F-offlcer  of 
'  Lieutonant-General  Hill,  to  whom  I  commnnicatod  my  orders, 
and  from  whom  I  learned  that  General  Hill's  headquarters 
were  at  Thedford's  Ford,  I  asked  him  to  say  to  General  Hill 
that  ray  headqnartem  were  beyond  and  near  to  Alexander's 
Bridge,  and  that  I  desired  to  see  him  there.  On  arriving  at 
my  headquarters  I  issued  orders,  dat«d  11.30  [o'clock],  to 
Li 611  t«Daiit- General  Hill  and  Major-General  Cheatham,  to 
attack  the  enemy  simultaneously  at  daylight,  General  Walker's 
division  being  held  in  reserve.  I  also  posted  two  couriers  at 
the  bridge  to  keep  up  fires  and  inform  persons  where  my 
headquarters  were.  My  orders  were  sent  by  couriers  to  the 
headquarters  of  the  respective  generals — General  Hill's  to 
Thedford's  Ford.  The  couriers  to  Generals  Cheatham  and 
Walker  returned  promptly.  The  courier  sent  to  General  Hill, 
after  searching  for  the  general  through  the  night,  returned 
almut  daylight,  saying  that  he  could  not  find  him.  General 
Hill  did  not  make  his  appearance  at  my  headquarters.  Hear- 
ing nothing  of  the  attack,  and  not  knowing  where  to  find 
General  Hill,  I  sent  staff-officers  in  haste  directly  to  Generals 
Breckinridge  and  Cleburne,  with  information  that  General 
Hill  could  not  be  found,  and  with  orders  to  make  the  attack  at 
once,  and  rode  myself  to  the  front.  Shortly  afterward  I  re- 
oeived,  in  reply  to  these  orders,  a  communication  from  General 
Hill  stating  that  his  divi^ioua  were  getting  their  rations  and 
would  not  be  ready  to  move  for  an  hour  or  more,  and  also  re- 
porting that  Breckinridge's  wagons  had  been  lost  between 
Thedford's  Ford  and  the  battlefield.  On  reaching  General 
Hill's  line,  I  saw  General  Cleburne,  of  General  Hill's  corps, 
and  asked  if  he  had  received  my  order  to  attack.  He  said  he 
had  received  it  in  the  presence  of  General  Hill.  I  found  also 
that  General  Hill  had  delayed  his  attack  in  consequence  of  a 
•  Lieutenant-Colonel  Archer  Anderson,  General  Hill'B  Chief  of  Staff. 
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misapprefaensioii  on  his  part  as  to  the  relation  between  his 
line  and  that  of  General  Cheatham,  he  Bappoeing  that  Cheat- 
ham's hne  was  formed,  as  he  said,  on  his  left  at  nearly  a  right 
angle  to  his  own.  In  this  he  was  mistaken.  The  relation  of 
the  lines  was  such  as  is  indicated  in  the  accompanying  dia- 
gram. General  Hill  mistook  the  line  of  one  of  Cheatham's 
reserve  brigade  (Jackson's)  for  that  of  his  front  line.  The 
order  to  attack  was  then  repeated  and  executed. 
Btispectfully,  colonel,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  Polk,  lAeute>uuU-Qetterai  Commanding, 


At  the  same  time  C^eneral  Folk  enclosed  a  copy  of 
this  letter  to  General  Hill,  and  wrote  him  as  follows : 

HEADQUABTBBS,  MlSSlON&RT  Rn>OE, 
Sept«mber  30, 1863. 
Liedtenamt-Gbnehal  D.  H.  Hill. 

General:  You  will  remember,  in  a  conversation  held  with 
you  some  days  ago,  I  handed  you  an  order  from  army  head- 
quarters directing  me  to  furnish  an  explanation  of  my  failure 
to  attack  the  enemy  at  daylight  ou  the  morning  of  the  20th. 
You  will  remember,  also,  that  in  that  conversation  I  discussed 
with  you  the  reasons  which  had  caused  that  failure.  Those 
reasons,  as  I  understood  them,  I  embodied  in  an  answer  to 
the  above  order,  and  transmitted  them  as  my  reply  to  the 
commanding  general.  A  copy  of  that  communication  I  think 
it  proper  to  furnish  yon.     You  wUl  find  it  herewith  enclosed. 
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So  far  as  I  remember  there  was  bnt  one  point  of  difference 
between  as  as  to  BtAtements  oontamed  in  that  comtnuiuoation. 
That  was  as  to  the  relation  of  your  line  to  that  of  Gleneral 
Cheatham.  Tfaere  is  one  other  point  to  which  yon  called  my 
attention,  and  on  which  it  may  be  proper  to  remark:  it  is 
that  in  which  I  steted  that  on  meetii^  your  etaff'Officer  in 
the  road  on  the  night  of  the  19th  I  commanioated  to  him  my 
orders.  You  replied:  "If  yon  communicated  them  to  him, 
they  were  not  communicated  by  him  to  me."  On  this  point  I 
have  to  say  my  recollection  of  the  conversation  with  him  was 
that  I  had  orders  to  attack  at  daylight ;  that  I  wished  you  to 
post  Oeneral  Breckinridge  as  a  supporting  force  to  General 
Cleburne,  and  that  I  wished  to  see  you  at  my  headquarters 
beyond  Alexander's  Bridge,  where  I  would  have  couriers 
posted  to  direct  you.  He  said  :  "  In  regard  to  the  posting  of 
the  troops  you  had  expressed  a  wish  to  place  Breckinridge  on 
Cleburne's  right."  I  replied :  "  Then  tell  Qeneral  Hill  he 
may  post  hia  troops  as  he  pleases."  In  reply  to  my  question 
where  your  headquarters  would  be,  he  said  they  would  be  at 
Thedford's  Ford. 

Referring  you  to  my  communication  of  yesterday's  date,  I 
remain,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
L.  Polk,  LUutenant-General. 

The  reply  which  General  Bragg  made  to  Polk  was  an 
order  suspending  him  from  command  and  directing  him 
to  proceed  to  Atlanta. 

On  February  8,  1873,  General  Bragg  wrote  a  letter  to 
a  friend,'  in  which  he  replied  very  fully  to  certain  ques- 
tions asked  him  concerning  the  campaign  and  battle 
of  Chickamauga,  and  battle  of  Missionary  Ridge.  We 
have  already  quoted  fi-om  this  lett«r,  in  a  footnot*  on 
page  251,  and  have  referred  t«  it  as  indicating  a  modi- 
flcatiou  of  General  Bragg's  conclusions  expressed  in  his 

>  Letter  to  Major  E.  T.  fiykei,  of  Coluinbiu,  Was.,  In  the  lAbnry  at 
the  Southero  HiatoricEd  Asaociatian,  Richmoni],  Vo.  8eo  Appeodir  B, 
ofaapter  vii. 
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offldal  report  concerning  General  Polk's  responsibility 
for  the  delay  of  the  20th.  We  now  present  such  parts 
of  it,  not  already  given,  as  relate  to  Polk,  it  being  proper 
that  tliey  should  be  read  in  connection  with  the  two 
letters  just  given. 

It  WH  nine  o'clock  before  I  got  Mm  (Polk)  into  poaitiDn, 
and  about  tea  before  the  attack  was  vatide,~five  prmom  hours, 
in  which  our  independence  nught  have  been  won.  Ab  soon 
as  time  would  allow,  General  Polk  was  called  on  for  an  ex- 
planation. The  order  given  him  the  night  before  in  the 
presence  of  several  generals  was  plain,  explicit,  and  empbatio, 
and  before  he  left  me  he  was  asked  if  he  fully  understood  the 
order,  and  replied  in  tlio  afOrmative.  His  explanation  in 
writing  was  entirely  unsatisfactory,  as  it  placed  the  respon- 
sibility on  a  sabordinate,  Lieutenant-General  Hill,  when  he 
(Qeneral  Polk)  was  himself  absent  from  the  field,  and  had 
not  even  attempted  to  execute  his  orders  nor  informed  me  of 
tbuir  having  been  disobeyed.  Breckinridge  and  Cheatham 
say  in  their  reports  [tfaat]  Polk  told  tliem  during  the  night  he 
had  orders  to  attack  at  daybreak.  I  have  the  correspondenoe, 
but  cannot  now  place  my  hands  on  it.  .  .  . 

As  to  General  D.  H.  Hdl's  critical,  captious,  and  dictatorial 
manner,  etc.  This  manner  of  HiU's  and  his  general  deport- 
ment, united  to  the  fact  (which  camp  to  my  knowledge  after 
Polk's  Buspeuaon  from  command)  tfaat  Polk  did  order  two  of 
his  division  commanders  in  writing,  soon  after  sunrise,  to  at^ 
tack,  and  that  Hill,  being  present  in  person,  countermanded 
the  order,  without  notifying  either  Polk  or  myself,  induced  me 
to  ask  his  suspension  from  oommand,  and  he  was  removed  by 
the  President  before  the  battle  of  Missionary  Bidge.  He  had, 
however,  greatly  demoralized  the  boops  he  commanded,  and 
sacrificed  thousands  at  Chickamauga. 

It  was  no  secret  at  the  time  that  General  Polk's  atti- 
tude in  simply  stating  the  facts  of  the  delay  for  which 
he  was  suspended  was  a  disappointment  to  the  eom- 
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mandine  general.  It  was  expected  that  he  would  take 
Bome  action  against  General  Hill;  but  for  obvious  re&- 
eons  be  entertained  no  such  intention,  preferring  to 
accept  the  issue  as  General  Bragg  made  it,  and  leave  it 
there.  General  Bragg  was  therefore  obliged  to  act  for 
himself,  and  this  he  did  by  relieving  General  Hill  from 
his  command,  October  15.  The  following  letter  is  not 
without  interest  in  this  connection.' 

Chablottb,  N.  C,  October  26, 1863. 

Oeneral:  I  reached  home  on  the  24th  and  expect  to  reinain 
until  I  hear  from  Richmond.  I  met  Gen'l  Polk  at  Atlanta, 
who  professed  much  friendship  and  kindness.  I  regret  that 
I  spoke  unkindly  of  him  in  regard  to  the  coalition  Bragg  pro- 
posed. I  am  satisSed  that  Polk  is  too  ntuch  of  a  man  to  make 
a  compromise.  The  plan  was  to  make  me  responsible  to 
Polk's  supposed  delinquency  and  ^ve  Pemberton  the  Corps. 
Polk's  manliness  and  P'a  sense  of  propriety  defeated  the 
scheme.  Bragg's  great  object  was  to  please  the  President 
and  at  the  same  time  account  to  the  country  for  his  ftulure. 
It  pained  me  inexpressibly  to  part  from  the  Corps  and  to  be 
al»ent  from  the  stirring  incidents  of  the  campaign.  But  it  is 
all  right.  I  hope  that  you  may  remain  permaoeDtly  in  charge 
of  the  Corps.  It  is  reported  that  RosencranE  has  been  re< 
heved  and  Grant  placed  in  charge.  If  so,  you  irill  have  heavy 
odds  against  you  as  Graikt  will  unite  his  army  to  that  of  R. 
surely.  Johnston  will  be  brought  up  to  command  at  Chatta- 
nooga. It  can't  be  possible  that  the  deetiuy  (rf  the  South  will 
still  be  committed  to  Bragg. 

Will  always  be  glad  to  hear  from  you.  I  write  now,  not 
merely  out  of  friendship,  but  to  ask  that  you  will  forget  what 
I  said  about  the  coaUtion.  Please  mention  the  matter  to 
General  Cleburne  and  tell  him  that  I  am  now  convinced  that 
Gen'l  Polk  never  became  a  part  to  it  and  that  Pemberton  also 
declined,  when  he  found  the  Divinon  Commanders  adverse 
to  him. 

I  HiatoTical  Mftganne,  February.  1872.  page  119,  Morniania,  N.  ¥. 
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As  has  already  been  etad.  General  Folk  was  relieved 
from  his  command  (September  29),  and  in  accordance 
with  instructions  proceeded  to  Atlanta  to  await  further 
orders. 

The  view  which  he  took  of  General  Bragg's  acUim 
toward  him,  and  the  manner  in  which  he  bore  himself, 
is  shown  in  the  following  extracts  from  letters  to  his 
family. 

Atlanta,  Ga.'.,  October  3,  1863. 

My  dear  Wife:  You  may  be  surprised  to  hear  from  me  at 
this  place.  ...  It  is  a  part  of  that  long-cherished  purpose  to 
avenge  himself  on  me  for  the  relief  and  support  I  have  ffvm 
hira  in  the  past,  and  the  jealousy  which  has  been  generated  in 
the  mind  of  the  commanding  general.  He  has  attempted  this, 
Bs  you  know,  twice  before,  but  has  been  foiled.'  He  will  suc- 
ceed no  better  in  this  instance.  I  think  my  way  very  dear  be- 
fore me,  and  I  beg  you  to  be  assured  that  I  am  entirely  quiet 
and  undisturbed  by  this  demonstration.  There  is  but  one 
opinion  as  to  the  inj  ustice  of  the  measure  among  my  own  corps, 
and,  as  I  learn,  among  a  large  part  of  the  army.  General  Hill 
said  to  me:  "  I  take  the  blame  of  the  omission  to  attack,"  and 
General  Walker,  who  was  also  in  my  command,  says  it  is 
ridiculous  to  suspend  me  for  the  omission  of  Hill.  Buckner 
told  me  it  was  absurd  and  impotent;  so  that  I  hope,  my  dear, 
you  will  feel  no  solicitude  on  the  subject.  .  .  .  The  truth  is. 
General  Bragg  has  made  a  failure,  notwithstanding  the  huc- 
ceas  of  the  battle,  and  he  wante  a  scapegoat.  But  the  flimsi- 
ness  of  the  accusation  is  transparent  to  all. 

Atlanta,  October  10.  1863. 
My  dear  Daughter:  ...  I  hope  that  you  will  not  be  unea^ 
about  my  situation.    I  have  done  my  duty,  and  I  have  no 
fears  as  to  the  result  of  any  investigation  or  inquiry  that  may 

'  The  first  attempt  was  immediately  before  the  Kentucky  campaign. 
Bragg  relieved  Polk  of  hia  command  and  ordered  him  to  duty  at  Jack- 
MDi  MiBB.,  as  preddent  of  a  court  of  inquiry.     See  bIso  p.  94,  voL  ii. 
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be  instituted.  I  had  no  idea  I  had  so  many  friends  as  I  find 
springiiig  up  everywliere  since  the  act  of  persecution  has 
been  attempted.  The  feeling  in  the  army  upon  the  subject 
is  ^  I  could  desire;  my  brother  officers  feel  as  I  detaia  they 
should. 

The  poor  man  who  is  the  author  of  this  trouble  is,  I  am  in- 
formed, as  much  1a  be  pitied,  or  more,  than  the  object  (rf  his 
ill-feeling.  I  certainly  feel  a  lofty  contempt  for  his  puny 
effort  to  inflict  injury  upon  a  man  who  has  dry-nursed  him 
for  the  whole  period  of  his  connection  with  him,  and  has  kept 
him  from  mining  the  cause  of  the  country  by  the  sacrifice  of 
its  armies. 

The  President  passed  through  here  night  before  last.  He 
stopped  here  during  the  night,  and  sent  for  me  to  come  and 
see  him.  He  said  he  had  heard  of  General  Brad's  action, 
which  he  thought  a  great  blunder,  which  he  deeply  regretted, 
and  he  wanted  to  hear  my  version  of  the  matter  before  seeing 
General  Bragg.  I  gave  it  to  him  plainly  and  simply.  He  re- 
peated that  he  thought  it  very  unfortunate  in  every  way  for 
the  country  and  the  cause,  and  that  he  did  not  see  the  necessity 
for  the  action. 

He  has  gone  to  the  front,  and  told  me  that  he  would  see 
me  on  his  return, 

I  feel  absolutely  independent  in  the  whole  affair,  and  am 
perfectly  satisfied  with  my  ability  to  take  care  of  myself. 

I  never  waa  in  better  health,  and  am  also,  as  my  friends 
say,  in  marvelously  fine  spirits. 

In  compliance  with  the  requirements  of  his  action 
against  General  Polk,  General  Bragg  preferred  the  nec- 
essary charges,  but  the  government  dismissed  them.  The 
only  reply,  therefore,  which  General  Polk  had  opportu- 
nity to  make  to  this  action  is  contained  in  the  letter 
dated  Atlanta,  October  6,  1863,  given  in  the  Appendix 
to  this  chapter.  He  was  never  in  position  to  prepare 
an  official  report  of  the  campaign  and  battle  of  Chicka- 
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mauga,  because  he  could  not  get  the  reports  of  his  sub- 
ordinates,— all  of  them,  excepting  General  Hill's,  being 
Bent  direct  to  army  headquarters.  The  letter  announc 
ing  the  dismissal  both  of  the  charges  and  of  his  applica- 
tion for  a  court  of  inquiry,  is  now  given. 

Atlanta,  October  29. 
Lieiitenant-General  Pole,  Atlanta,  Ga. 

General:  After  an  examination  into  the  causes  and  cir- 
cumstances attending  your  being  relieved  of  your  command 
with  the  army  commanded  by  General  Bragg,  I  have  arrived 
at  the  coDclusion  that  there  is  nothing  attending  them  to 
justify  a  court-martial  or  a  court  of  inquiry,  and  I  therefore 
dismiss  the  application.  Your  assignment  to  a  new  field  of 
duty  alike  important  and  difficult  ts  the  best  evidence  of  my 
appreciation  of  your  past  services  and  expectations  of  your 
future  career. 

I  am  very  truly  and  respectfully  youra, 

Jefferson  Davis. 

Before  writing  this  note,  Mr.  Davis  had  offered  to  re- 
place General  Polk  in  his  position  with  General  Bragg's 
army,  saying  that  Bragg  would  consent.  But  Polk 
thought  every  reason  demanded  that  he  should  not 
return.  In  fact,  he  was  tired  holding  a  position  in 
which  for  his  own  protection  he  was  compelled  not  only 
to  watch  the  common  enemy,  but  be  ever  on  the  alert 
against  the  jealous  hostility  of  his  own  commander.' 
All  of  this  he  explained  to  Mr.  Davis,  who  then  sent  him 
to  replace  General  Hardee,  at  Enterprise,  Miss.,  Hardee 
taking  Polk's  position  in  the  Army  of  Tennessee. 

As  a  part  of  the  history  of  this  period,  it  is  necessary 
to  refer  again  to  the  action  of  President  Davis  in  the 
matter  of  retaining  General  Bragg  in  command  of  the 

1101.    Polk 
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Army  of  Teonessee.  As  has  been  seen  in  General  Mac- 
kail's  letter,  it  was  plain  that  the  general  officers  of  the 
army  preferred  a  change  of  conmiandem,  few  of  them 
having  confidence  in  General  Bragg's  ability  to  com- 
mand an  anny.  The  question  of  a  successor  was  evi- 
dently the  one  of  greater  perplexity  to  Mr.  Davis.  He 
therefore  decided  to  face  what  he  considered  the  lesser, 
and  retained  Ci^ieral  Br^g  in  command,  thus  provid- 
ing additional  humiliation  for  this  officer,  in  that  bis 
retention  in  command  insured  the  disgrace  &nd  disaster 
of  Missionary  Ridge. 

For  let  it  be  noted  that  this  army,  which  two  months 
before,  at  hickamauga,  had  faced  a.  loss  in  killed  and 
wounded  of  nearly  one  man  in  every  three,  at  Mission- 
ary Ridge  practically  abandoned  its  lines,  to  avoid  being 
entrapped  in  a  position  from  which  it  doubted  the  ability 
of  its  commander  to  extricate  it, — the  insignificant  sum, 
in  killed  and  wounded,  of  2265  expressing  the  degree  of 
its  resistance  on  this  field.' 

No  doubt,  had  General  Brag%  been  left  free  by  the 
President  to  follow  his  own  inclination,  he  would  have 
voluntarily  surrendered. the  command  before  this  dis- 
aster. As  early  as  January  of  this  year,  at  the  time  of 
his  unfortunate  correspondence  with  his  generals  after 
the  battle  of  Murfreesboro.  in  anticipation  of  being 
superseded  by  General  Kirby  Smith,  he  had  written 
General  Johnston:  "Whenever  and  wherever  I  am  in 
the  way  of  a  better  man,  let  me  be  put  aside.  I  only 
ask  to  serve  the  cause  where  I  can  do  it  most  good, 
even  should  it  be  in  the  ranks."  His  attitude  toward 
the  general  government  was  well  expressed  in  a  letter 
to  Mr.  Davis  of  November  24, 1862,  where  he  said,  "The 
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government  may  rest  assured  that  whatever  is  subject 
to  my  control  will  be  divided  to  the  last  pound  in  pro- 
motion of  the  whole  cause." 

This  attitude,  in  marked  contrast  to  that  of  some 
other  generals,  naturally  commended  him  to  the  govern- 
ment, which,  viewing  its  own  relations  with  General 
Bragg,  saw  little  more  than  insubordination  in  the  re- 
quest for  a  different  commander.  And  it  must  also  be 
said  that,  in  spite  of  General  Brad's  conspicuous  fwlure 
as  conunander  of  an  army  in  the  field,  and  his  evident 
inability  to  accept  and  face  the  ill  results  of  his  own 
ofBcial  acta,  yet  in  all  matters  touching  his  private  duty 
to  the  cause  of  the  South  he  was  unselfishness  itself.  No 
man  loved  it  better,  no  man  gave  it  more  devoted  ser- 
vice, none  laid  his  all  upon  its  altar  more  ungrudgingly, 
and  no  one  would  have  laid  down  his  life  for  it  more 
cheerfully. 
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Atlanta,  October  6,  1863. 

Hl8  EXOELLEMCT.  PRESIDENT  DaVTS. 

My  dear  Sir :  I  wrote  you  on  the  27th  ult.,  renewing  the 
expreBdoQ  of  my  opinion  of  the  incapacity  of  General  Bra^ 
for  the  responsible  ofSce  of  commander-in-ohief  of  the  Army 
of  Tennessee,  and  asking  that  be  should  be  replaced  by 
General  Lee  or  some  other.  It  is  proper  to  add  that  that 
letter  was  written  after  a  meeting,  by  appointment,  of  Lieu- 
tenant-Generals  Longstreet  and  Hill  and  myself,  to  consider 
what  should  be  done  in  view  of  the  palpable  weakness  and 
mismanagement  manifested  in  the  conduct  of  the  military 
operations  of  this  army. 

It  was  agreed  that  I  should  address  yon,  sir;  and  General 
Longstreet,  the  Secretary  of  War,  on  the  other  subject. 

Three  letters  were  written  and  forwarded,  and,  I  need  not 
add,  after  mature  deliberation  General  Hill  concurred  in  the 
necessity  of  the  measure.  As  you  may  not  have  received 
these  tetters  before  leaving  Richmond,  I  have  deemed  it 
proper  to  bring  them  to  your  notice. 

Two  days  subsequent  to  my  writing  this  letter  to  you,  I 
received  an  order  from  General  Bragg  suspending  me  from 
my  command  and  ordering  me  to  this  place.  This  order  was 
based  on  alleged  disobedience  in  not  attacking  tbe  enemy  at 
daylight  on  Sunday,  the  20th.  My  explanation  of  that  failure 
was  furnished  in  a  note,  of  which  the  accompanying  is  a 
copy.  In  tliis  paper  it  will  be  perceived,  first,  that  I  directed 
a  staff-officer  of  General  Hill  to  say  to  the  general  I  denred 
to  see  him  at  my  headquarters,  that  he  might  receive  his 
orders  as  to  the  operations  of  the  following  day ;  second,  that 
tlie  neoeaaaiy  arden  were  issued  from  my  headquarters  at 
303 
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11.30  p.u,  to  Qenenl  Hill  and  to  Generals  Cheatham  and 
Walker,  and  dispatched  by  couriers.  Cheatham  «a.A  Walker 
received  their  orders.  Hill  could  not  be  found  hy  any  oonrier, 
nor  did  HiU  make  his  iray  to  my  headquarters. 

These  facts  with  others,  yon  will  observe,  were  embodied 
and  presented  to  the  commanding  ^neral  in  reply  to  a  re- 
quest for  a  written  explanation  of  the  failure.  They  were 
pronounced  unsatisfaotory,  and  the  order  for  my  suspensiou 
issued. 

For  the  delay  chained  I  cannot  feel  myself  reBponsible,  and 
it  ^ould  be  observed,  by  whomsoever  caused,  it  did  not 
oooaaion  any  failure  in  our  success  in  the  battle,  for  the 
enemy  was  clearly  beaten  at  all  points  along  my  line  and 
fairly  driven  from  the  field. 

It  will  DO  doubt  be  affirmed  that  had  the  attack  been  made 
at  daylight  the  enemy  would  have  been  overwhelmed,  Chatta- 
nooga taken,  eto.,  etc.,  and  that  all  subsequent  delaj^  and 
miscarriages  are  to  be  set  down  to  that  account.  To  make 
this  affirmation  good  it  must  be  shown  that  at  the  close  of 
the  battle  that  night  such  a  condition  of  things  was  developed 
as  to  make  pursuit  impossible,  and  that  it  was  equally  hope- 
less next  morning. 

This  will  not  be  pretended,  inasmuch  as  the  troops  at  the 
close  of  the  flght  were  in  the  very  highest  spirits,  ready  for 
any  service,  and  the  moon,  by  whose  guidance  the  enemy  fled 
from  the  field,  was  as  bright  to  guide  us  in  pursuit  as  the 
enemy  in  flight.  Besides,  if  the  commander-in-chief,  nadet  a 
delu^on  he  took  no  pains  to  dispel,  thought  the  troops  were 
fatigued,  and  chose  to  put  off  pursuit  until  the  morning,  why 
did  he  not  attempt  it  then  1  Was  it  because  he  had  made  the 
discovery  that  the  enemy  had  made  his  retreat  into  Chatta- 
no<^a  in  good  order,  and  there  he  was  secure  behind  ample 
fortifications  T  Not  at  all,  for  he  had  no  reason  to  believe  that 
any  material  additions  had  been  made  to  the  work  we  had 
begun  and  left  unfiDisbed.  And  as  to  the  order  in  which  diey 
entored  into  the  town.  General  Forrest,  who  pressed  them, 
in  a  dispatoh  from  Missionary  Ri^e,  dated  between  8  and  9 
Aji.,  Monday,  and  sent  through  me  to  the  commanding  gen- 
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enti,  informed  him  th&t  the  approftchee  to  Cliattaaooga  were 
eorered  with  troopx,  vagotu,  and  herds  of  cattle  in  great  con- 
fiudon,  and  urgeil  him  to  press  forward,  saying  that  every 
hoar  would  be  wortb  to  him  a  thoosaud  men. 

No,  ur !  tieneral  Bragg  did  not  know  what  had  happened, 
tie  let  down  as  usual,  and  allowed  the  fruits  of  the  great  but 
sangoinaiy  victory  to  pass  from  him  by  the  most  criminal  in- 
capacity ;  for  there  are  positions  in  which  "  weakneei)  i»  wick- 
edness." 

By  tiiat  victory,  and  its  heavy  expenditure  of  the  life-blood 
of  the  Confederacy,  we  bought  and  paid  for  the  whole  of  the 
Btate  of  Tennessee  to  the  Mississippi  Biver,  at  the  very  least; 
and  all  that  was  wanted  was  to  have  gone  forward  and  taken 
possession  of  it.  It  was  bnt  a  repetition  of  oar  old  story  in  the 
battles  of  the  West,  and  the  army  and  the  country  feel  that 
they  have  a  right  to  ask  for  a  thorough  iovestigation  of  the 
cause  of  such  repeated  and  grievoos  failures,  that  the  respon- 
sibility may  be  fixed  where  it  properly  belongs. 

As  to  my  own  case,  my  experience  in  this  army  has  taught  me 
to  expect  each  a  movement  at  any  time  for  the  last  two  years- 
I  am  not,  therefore,  taken  by  surprise.  I  have  respectfully 
asked  of  the  Secretary  of  War  a  court  of  inquiry  at  the  ear- 
Uest  moment. 

I  remain,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  Polk,  Lieateitant'Gttiend. 
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We  present  here  the  most  extraordinary  document  we 
have  encountered  in  the  story  of  this  army.  The  pre- 
ceding chapter  presents  extracts  from  it  (pages  251  and 
252,  281  and  282)  which  relate  to  General  Polk,  and 
perhaps  it  is  as  far  as  I  should  go  in  this  book.  This 
would  be  so  but  for  the  following  announcement  which 
appeared  upon  the  front,  outside,  cover  of  the  Con- 
federate Veteran,  the  official  organ  of  the  Confederate 
Veterans,  June,  1913. 

"  The  Veteran  is  in  possesdon  of  a  letter  from  General  Bragg 
that  may  never  be  pubUshed,  wtuch  would  reverse  much  of 
the  critical  sentiment  against  him.  It  would  make  one  of  the 
saddest  chapters  in  the  four  years  of  tragedies.  No  man  can 
read  it  without  feeling  that  injustice  has  been  done  General 
Bragg,  and  he  would  be  leas  critical  of  President  Davis  in 
having  him  aa  counselor  at  Richmond  after  Gen.  Joseph  E. 
Johnatou  succeeded  liim  as  Commander  of  the  Army  of  Ten- 
nessee. 

"  The  story  cannot  be  told  without  reflecting  upon  subor- 
dinate officers  whose  men  were  ardently  devoted  to  them. 
General  Bragg  states  of  one  that  his  'disobedience  of  orders 
enabled  the  enemy  under  Hooker  to  pass  Lookout  Mountain 
and  join  Grant  in  Chattanooga.'  ...  He  also  chaises  the 
officer  with  treason,  and  adds:  'Thus  I  yielded  to  the  Presi- 
dent's policy  and  sent  instead  of  ,  my  choice,  to 

capture .'    The  letter  was  written  to  one  of  his  officers, 

and  devoted  friend,  in  1878." 
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As  soon  as  I  read  this  anaouncement,  I  wrote  the  editor 
and  urged  that  he  make  public  this  letter.  Familiar  with 
it,  I  felt  that  such  an  announcement  made  the  publication 
of  the  entire  letter  imperative.  But  he  hesitated.  The 
kindly  heart  of  this  staunch  Confederate  could  not  bring 
itself  to  inflict  the  pain  which  he  felt  it  carried.  Dyii^ 
before  he  could  gain  his  own  consent  to  grant  my  request, 
I  sought  pennission  to  publish  from  Major  Sykes,  to 
whom  the  letter  had  been  written  in  answer  to  enquiries 
he  had  made.     He  gave  it  promptly  and  courteously. 

This  letter  is  the  final  word  of  the  gifted  and  devoted 
soldier  of  the  Confederacy  who  was  entrusted  for  eighteen 
months  with  the  captaincy  of  its  second  army.  He  held 
the  unswerving  support  of  his  government,  but  steadily 
lost  the  confidence  of  his  army.  Time  and  time  again  it 
strove  to  give  him  victory,  only  to  learn  that  when  at  last 
they  gave  it  to  him  complete,  he  found  no  better  use  for 
it  than  to  make  it  the  beginiung  of  their  own  and  his  own 
defeat  and  humiliation  at  Missionary  Ridge.  As  one 
reads  the  letter  he  may  find  revealed  between  the  lines 
some  of  the  real  causes  for  misfortunes  which  finally 
crushed  both  army  and  commander.  The  incident  in 
which  Clebum  figures  illustrates  one  of  them.  An  in- 
ability to  accept  and  face  the  ill  results  of  his  own 
official  acts.  His  system  required  sacrificial  offerings  for 
f^lures.  His  conceptions  always  outran  his  prepara- 
tions and  when  failure  came  he  condemned  in  the  light 
of  his  conceptions,  never  in  the  light  of  his  own  failures, 
to  make  adequate  provision  for  the  fulfillment  of  those 
conceptions.  Hence  the  many  half  statemerUs  in  his 
oSicial  reports.  Clebum's  insistence  upon  written  or- 
ders from  General  Bragg's  messenger  was  but  to  secure 
protection  against  the  sacrificial  altar  in  case  of  disaster. 
Success,  however,  freed  him  from  both. 
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It  is  interesting  to  note  how  General  Bragg  in  his 
letter  misses  the  point  in  Clebum's  request.  No  one 
doubted  that  General  Bragg's  entire  heart  was  given  to 
hia  cause,  but  it  was  doubted  that  he  had  a  mind  fitted 
to  his  tasks,  or  a  heart  stout  enough  to  withstand  the 
pressure  of  his  duties.' 

(A  True  copy.) 

Mobile,  8th  February,  73. 
Major  E.  T.  Stkes 

Columbus,  Misa. 

My  dear  Sir:  I  received  yours  of  the  25th  ult.  and  not  only 
comply  with  your  request  cheerfully  but  thank  you  for  the 
opportunity. 

It  b  due  to  the  gallant  army  of  which  you  were  a  member, 
that  its  history  should  not  be  left  entirely  to  the  ignorant  and 
the  prejudiced;  and  I  rejoice  to  see  so  worthy  a  soldier  a 
representative  youi^  man,  who  cannot  be  BUBpected  of  par- 
tiality, coming  to  the  task.  It  will  afford  me  pleasure  to  aid 
you,  not  only  with  facts  within  my  knowledge,  but  with 
documentary  evidence,  of  which  I  have  a  large  quantity,  pre- 
served from  the  general  wreck. 

I  reply  to  your  questions. 

Ist.  "Did  not  Genl.  Polk  delay  moving  on  the  morning  of 
the  second  day  at  Chickamauga  on  hour  or  more  after  the 
appointed  time,  although  the  order  for  his  movement  was  issued 
the  night  previous,  thereby  jeopardizing  your  plans,  and  for 
that  reason  was  subsequently  placed  in  arrest?" 

This  question  is  best  answered  by  my  official  report  and  I 
send  you  by  this  day's  mail  a  written  copy  which  I  must  beg 
you  to  preserve  and  return,  as  it  is  invaluable  to  me.  In 
addition  to  what  ia  there  said,  I  can  now  add  that  the  Staff 
ofGcer  sent  to  Genl.  Polk,  Maj.  Lee  A.  A.  Genl.,  to  uige  his 
compliance  with  orders  of  the  previous  night  reported  to  me 
that  he  found  him  at  a  Farm  House  three  miles  from  the  Une 
'  Forori^HBl  aaeGle*  "South";  "  Hutoncal  Magniitie,"  RidunoDd,  Vk. 
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U  his  troops,  about  one  hour  after  sunriae,  sitUng  od  the  gallery 
reading  a  newspaper  and  waiting,  as  he  (the  Oenl.)  said,  for 
his  breakfast.  It  was  nine  o'clock  before  I  got  him  into 
position,  and  about  ten  before  the  attack  was  made.  Five 
preeimu  hours — in  which  our  independence  might  have  been 
won.  As  soon  as  time  would  allow,  Genl.  Polk  was  called  on 
for  an  explanation.  The  order  given  him  the  night  before  in 
the  presence  of  several  Oenerala  was  plain  and  emphatic  and 
before  he  left  me  he  was  asked  if  he  fully  understood  the  order 
and  replied  in  the  affirmative.  Hia  explanation  in  writing  was 
entirely  unsatisfactory,  as  it  placed  the  responsibility  on  a 
subordinate — Lieut.  Genl.  Hill — when  he  (Genl.  Polk)  was 
himself  absent  from  the  field  and  had  not  even  attempted  to 
execute  hia  ordcra,  nor  informed  me  of  their  Iiaving  been  dis- 
d^eyed.  Brcckenridge  and  Cheatham  say  in  their  reports, 
Polk  told  them  during  the  night  he  had  orders  to  attack  at 
daylight — I  have  the  correspondence,  but  cannot  now  lay  my 
hands  on  it. 

2d.  Question,  as  to  Hindman  and  McLemore'a  Cove.  My 
report  gives  a  full  answer  to  this  question,  but  not  a  complete 
history  of  the  whole  affair,  as  it  was  too  bad  to  put  before  the 
country.  Genl.  Hill  having  ftuled  in  a  qucrruloua,  insub- 
ordinate spirit,  to  send  Clebum's  Division  to  join  Hindman, 
on  the  pretext  that  Clebum  was  sick,  I  ordered  Buckner  with 
his  Division  to  the  duty,  and  went  myself  to  Hill's  Hd.  Qrs., 
riding  half  the  night.  There  I  found  Cleburn,  who  expressed 
surprise  that  Hill  should  have  reported  him  sick  and  he  moved 
with  his  Division  next  morning. 

After  Buclcner  joined  Hindman,  it  will  be  seen,  the  latter 
became  doubtful  and  dilatory  and  finally  asked  a  change  of 
orders.  This  produced  loss  of  valuable  time  and  common 
sense  teaches  the  importance  in  every  moment  of  striking  at 
a  divided  enemy.  I  was  bo  greatly  vexed  tliat  my  deportment 
towards  Gen.  Hill  and  Maj.  Nocquet  during  the  conference  was 
observed  by  my  Staff  and  intimation  given  me  of  some  harsh- 
ness. Every  effort  failed,  however,  and  the  correspondence 
and  late  letteis,  from  Patton  Anderson,  as  noble  and  true  a 
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oddier  and  gentleman  aa  any  age  can  boast,  and  GenL  W.  T. 
MartJn,  will  show  tbe  cause. 

3d  Question.  As  to  Genl,  D.  H.  Hill's  critical,  captious  and 
dictatorial  manner,  &c.,  &c. 

This  manner  of  Hill,  and  his  general  deportment  united  to 
the  fact,  whick  came  to  my  knowledge  after  Polk't  suspension 
from  comtnand.  That  Polk  did  order  two  of  his  Diviaion 
Commanders,  in  writing  soon  after  sunrise  to  attack,  and  that 
Hill,  being  present  in  peisoii  countermanded  the  order,  without 
notifying  either  Polk  or  myself,  induced  me  to  aak  his  suspen- 
sion from  command.  And  he  was  removed  by  the  President 
before  the  Battle  of  Mis^onary  Ridge.  He  had,  however, 
greatly  demoralized  the  troops  he  coounanded,  and  sacrificed 
thousands  at  Cliickamauga. 

See  Report  of  Maj.  Genl.  W.  H.  T.  Walker. 

I  have  always  believed  our  disasters  at  Missionary  Itidge 
was  due  immediately  to  misconduct  of  a  Brigade  of  Buckner's 
troops  from  East  Tennessee,  commanded  by  Brig.  Genl.  Alex 
W.  Reynolds,  which  first  gave  way  and  could  not  be  rallied. 
But  the  other  Troops  would  have  saved  the  day  and  repaired 
the  small  disaster  but  for  the  effect  which  had  been  produced  by 
the  treasonable  act  of  Longstreet,  Hill  and  Buckner  in  sacri- 
ficing the  army  in  their  effort  to  degrade  and  remove  me  for 
personal  ends.  Had  I  known  at  the  time  Polk  and  Htndman 
were  suspended,  of  the  conduct  of  Hill,  especially  of  his  sus- 
pending Polk's  orders  to  attack  at  Chickamauga,  and  of 
Buckncr's  influencing  Hindman  to  disobey  me  in  McLemorc's 
Cove,  and  of  his  mutinous  conduct  in  getting  up  meeting  in 
the  army  to  ask  my  removal,  I  certainly  should  have  arrested 
both  of  them.  Still,  I  am  satisfied  no  good  could  have  re- 
sulted. Our  country  was  not  prepared  to  sustain  a  military 
commander  who  acted  on  military  principles,  and  no  man 
could  do  his  duty  and  sustain  himself  against  the  combined 
power  of  imbeciles,  traitors,  rogues  and  intriguing  politictaDs. 

Longstreet'a  disobedience  of  orders  enabled  the  enemy  under 
Hooker  from  Virginia,  to  pass  Lookout  Mountain,  and  join 
Grant  in  Cliattanooga.     That  was  the  first  step  in  our  disaster. 
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after  the  army  had  been  practically  purged.  Thi^  I  yielded 
my  coDviotioDfl  to  the  President's  pdicy  and  sent  Longatreet 
instead  of  Breckenridge  (my  choice)  to  capture  Bumside  at 
KnoxviUe.  This  could  have  been  done  long  before  Sherman 
reached  Grant  with  his  twenty-five  (26,000)  thousand  men,  by 
due  diUgence.  And  my  information  was  perfect  and  daily. 
Had  it  been  done,  and  those  Fifteen  (15,000)  Thousand  troops 
been  returned  and  in  place  at  MisBion&ry  Ridge,  Grant  would 
not  have  attacked  ua,  and  if  he  had,  would  certainly  have  been 
defeated  unless  aided  by  Treason.  Indeed  he  must  have  re- 
crossed  the  mountains,  for  his  troops  could  not  be  fed,  and 
his  animals  were  already  starved.  He  could  not  move  twenty 
(20)  pieces  of  artillery.  No  man'  was  ever  under  greater 
obligations  to  a  traitor;'  no  Traitor  has  ever  been  more 
faithfully  rewarded. 

In  writing  you  thus  fully  and  freely  I  rely  on  you  to  use  my 
facts  only,  not  my  comments — they  are  private  and  could  not 
be  made  public — It  would  do  more  harm  than  good,  and  I 
should  again  have  to  meet  a  howl  of  paraj^tes  "who  crook  the 
pr^nant  hinges  of  the  knee,  that  thrift  may  follow  fawning." 
It  would  be  stud  these  are  some  of  Bragg's  prejudices.  I 
acknowledge  myself  prejudiced.  I  always  was  prejudiced 
agiunst  every  species  of  dishonest  knavery  and  treacherous 


In  our  retreat  from  Missionary  Ri(^  the  enemy  could  make 
but  feeble  pursuit,  for  want  of  artillery  horses  (Grant's  report). 
At  the  mountiun  Gorge,  near  Ringgold,  I  believed  he  could  be 
successfully  repulsed,  and  the  army  quietly  withdrawn.  Genl. 
Clebum,  one  of  the  best  and  truest  officers  in  our  cause,  was 
placed  at  that  point  in  command  of  the  rear-guard.  Late  at 
night,  hours  after  all  the  army  was  at  rest,  my  informatJon 
being  all  in,  I  called  for  a  reliable,  confidential  Staff  officer,  and 
gave  him  verba!  directions  to  ride  immediately  to  Clebum, 
about  three  (3)  miles  in  my  rear,  at  this  mountain  gorge,  and 
give  him  my  positive  orders  to  hold  his  position  up  to  a  named 
hour  Uie  next  day,  and,  if  attacked,  to  defend  the  pass  at  every 
'  Grant.  '  Loagatreet. 
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hazzard.  The  message  was  delivered  at  Ctebum's  Cfunp  fire. 
He  heard  it  with  Burprise  and  expressed  his  apprehension  that 
it  would  result  in  the  loss  of  his  command,  aa  hia  information 
differed  from  mine,  and  he  believed  the  enemy  would  turn  hia 
pomtjon  and  cut  him  off. 

But  said  he,  true  soldier  as  he  was,  I  always  obey  ordera, 
and  only  ask  as  protection  in  case  of  disaster,  that  you  put  the 
<mler  in  writing.  This  was  done  as  soon  as  material  could  be 
found,  and  the  staff  officer  returned  and  reported  the  result  of 
hie  mission.  He  had  not  reached  me,  however,  before  the 
attack  in  front,  as  I  expected,  was  made.  Clcbum  gallantly 
met  it,  defeated  the  enemy  under  Hooker,  drove  him  back,  and 
then  quietly  followed  the  army  without  further  molestation — 
mark  the  difference  in  conduct  and  results.  A  good  soldier,  by 
obedience,  without  substituting  his  own  crude  notions,  defeats 
the  enemy  and  saves  an  army  from  disaster.  And  mark  the 
credit  he  gets  for  it.  The  Confederate  Congress  passed  a  vote 
of  thanks  to  the  gallant  Clebum  and  his  command  for  saving 
Bragg's  Army.  Not  to  this  day  has  it  ever  been  Imown  that 
he  did  it  in  obedience  to  orders  and  against  his  judgment — 
which  does  not  detract  from,  but  add  to  fais  fame.  Capt. 
Saml.  A.  Harris,  A.  A.  Geul.,  of  Montgomery,  Ala.,  was  the 
officer  who  delivered  the  order.  He  is  now  an  Episcopal 
Clergyman  with  the  largest  congregation  in  New  Orieane,  and 
has  recently  repeated  the  whole  matter  to  me  as  distinctly  aa 
ff  it  had  occurred  yesterday. 

I  would  add  much  more,  but  should  exhaust  your  patience. 
Whiskey  was  a  great  element  in  our  disasters.  In  the  battie 
of  Murfreesboro,  Cheatham  was  so  drunk  on  the  field  all  the 
first  day,  that  a  staff  officer  had  to  hold  him  on  hia  horse. 
After  the  army  reached  Tullahoma,  I  directed  Genl.  Polk,  his 
Corps  Commander,  to  notify  him  that  I  knew  of  his  conduct, 
and  only  overlooked  it  in  consideration  of  other  meritorious 
services — Polk  reported  to  me  that  he  had  done  so,  that 
Cheatham  acknowledged  the  charge,  expressed  deep  contrition, 
and  pledged  himself  never  to  repeat  the  offense.  Imagine  my 
surprise  at  reading  Genl.  Polk's  report  of  that  battle  scuue 
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weeks  after,  to  find  that  he  commended  Cheatham's  conduct 
on  that  field  above  (dl  others  in  his  corps. 

At  Mis^onaiy  Ridge,  Breckenridge,  oa  gallant  and  true  a 
man  aa  ever  lived,  was  overcome  in  the  same  way,  whilst  in 
the  active  command  of  a  corps,  and  was  really  unfit  for  duty, 
one  of  the  many  causes  of  our  disaster.  At  night  he  came  into 
my  office,  a  little  depot  hut  at  Chickamauga  station,  where  I 
Bat  up  all  n^ht  ^ving  orders,  soon  sank  down  on  the  floor, 
dead  drunk,  and  was  so  in  the  morning.  I  seut  for  the  com- 
mander of  the  Rear  Guard,  Brig.  Genl.  Gist,  of  S.  C,  and  told 
him  not  to  leave  Genl.  B — and  if  necessary,  to  put  liim  in  a 
wagon  and  haul  him  off.  But  under  no  circumstancea  to  allow 
him  to  give  an  order.  At  Dalton  I  relieved  Genl.  B  of  his 
command  and  he  acknowledged  the  justice  of  it,  but  said  it 
was  the  deepest  mortification  of  his  life.  In  France  or  Germany 
either  of  the  men  I  have  named,  would  have  been  shot  in  ax 
hours.    With  us  they  pass  for  great  heroes. 

I  enclose  you  some  papers  for  reference,  and  regret  that  you 
are  not  with  me,  as  a  mine  of  worth  would  be  opened  to  you, 
which  I  cannot  fight  up,  though  I  often  explore  it  in  the  dark 
recess  of  my  closet. 

Could  some  young  man,  like  yourself,  spare  the  time,  a 
valuable  book  could  be  made  up  in  a  few  months,  and  I  should 
delight  to  Eud  in  the  labor. 

I  am  del^hted  to  hear  my  friend  Sale  is  doing  well.  He  was 
the  most  reliable  and  valuable  staff  officer  I  had,  and  is  remem- 
bered with  affection  and  gratitude,  and  I  hope  my  young 
soldiers  in  Mississippi  will  cherish  his  boy,  whose  fate  it  is — 
it  may  be  his  misfortune^to  bear  my  name. 

I  shall  ever  be  pleased  to  hear  from  you,  and  hop€  you  will 
not  fail  to  recall  me  to  Col.  &  Mrs.  Sale,  and  the  bright  boy 
when  you  see  them.  And  if  you  ever  meet  your  noble  Chief, 
Walthall,  pve  my  love. 

In  the  midst  of  other  business,  rather  than  keep  you  waiting 
longer,  I  conclude  to  send  this  without  waiting  to  copy.    Please 
continue  to  send  me  the  paper,  as  your  numbers  appear. 
Very  truly  your  friend, 

Braxton  Brago. 
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Note  aa  to  McL^nore's  Gove. 
The  enemy  couBiBted  of  oae  Divi^on  &  one  Brigade  of 
Thomas'  Corps,  about  8000  men.  Hindman'a  force  was  com- 
posed of  his  own  &  Buckner'e  Divi^ons,  10,922  men,  and 
Martin's  Cavahy,  about  500.  Beeides  a  force  of  two  Diviaons, 
Clebum's  &  Walker's — at  least  SOOO  more,  immediately  on 
the  enemy's  front  with  orders  to  attack  as  soon  as  Hindman's 
Guns  were  heard  on  the  flank  &  rear. 
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CHAPTER  Vni. 

THE  HEBmiAN  CAUPAIGH. 
NoTKicBBR  TO  April,  1864. 

Oeti«r*l  Qnuit  iwiiiiiini  wmmuid  M  Cbattanooga. —  Lookoat  Moimtain. 
Hitudoiuiry  Bidge,  ftnd   EnoivUle. —  Defeat  of  OenanJ   LonSBtreet 

—  Retirement  of  Qenenl  Bragg. —  General  Polk's  new  commaDd.— 
Qeneral  Johnston  appointed  to  the  Arm;  of  Tennwce. —  Polk  a»- 
■Igned  to  Johnston's  old  depertrnent Hie  vlgonins  BdmlnlatmUon. 

—  Effort  to  correct  mimndenitandlng  betveen  Jotmaton  and  the  Pre^ 
dent, —  Qrant'B  plans. —  Sbermaa'a  moTementB. — Polk's  plan.— Sooy 
Smith'!  advanee  and  defeat.— Failure  of  the  campaign — Sherman'e 
report — Oeaeral  Iiee's  comments. —  Bepalr  of  railroads  damaged. — 
Qenenl  Polk's  snggestlans  to  the  government  for  the  spring  oant- 
palgn. —  Clebnme'i  proposal  to  free  and  arm  the  negroes.—  Hn.  Polk's 


Events  succeeded  one  another  rapidly  after  Qeneral 
Polk's  departure  from  the  Army  of  Tennessee.  The 
Federal  army  at  Chattanooga  had  been  placed  under 
General  Grant,  the  battles  of  Lookont  Mountain  and 
Missionary  Ridge  had  been  fought  and  lost  by  Qeneral 
Bran^,  and  General  Longstreet,  detached  to  operat« 
against  Burnside  at  Knoxville,  had  been  defeated.  He 
had  retired  in  the  direction  of  Virginia,  while  General 
Bra^,  halting  the  remnant  of  his  army  at  Dalton,  re- 
linquished the  command. 

It  will  be  recalled  that  at  the  time  Mr.  Davis  was 
investigating  at  Tnllahoma  the  state  of  feeling  existing 
in  the  Army  of  Tennessee  toward  General  Bra^, — 
General  Johnston  being  in  temporary  command,  —  Polk 
wrote  the  President  a  letter,  urging  him  to  make  General 
315 
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Johnston's  appointment  permanent  He  there  said  that 
the  highest  interests  of  the  Confederacy  would  be  con- 
sulted by  transferring  Bragg  to  a  higher  field,  "  where 
his  special  talent  —  that  of  oi^anization  and  discipline 
—  could  find  a  more  ample  scope."  He  sug^atcd  that 
be  be  assigned  to  the  duties  of  inspector-general  of  the 
armies  of  the  Confederacy,  and  continued : 

"As  his  epeoialty  is  that  which  the  office  of  inspector-gen- 
eral covers,  his  resources  and  capacity  would  be  felt  through- 
out the  army ;  the  whole  family  of  idlers,  drones,  and  shirks 
of  high  and  low  degree,  far  and  near,  would  feel  his  searching 
hand,  and  be  made  to  take  their  places  and  do  their  duty." 

We  do  not  preteud  to  say  that  this  suggestion  in- 
fluenced the  appointment  which  (General  Br^g  subse- 
quently received ;  but  not  long  after  he  hud  of  his  own 
accord  relinquisbed  the  command  of  his  army,  Mr.  Davis 
assigned  him  to  duty  at  Kichmond,  in  a  i>osition  some- 
what analogous  to  that  held  by  General  Halleck  ni  the 
Federal  army. 

The  end  of  the  Civil  War  was  too  near  at  hand  for 
Gleneral  Bragg  to  awwmphsb  very  much,  but,  judging 
from  the  benefits  received  by  the  Federal  armies  from 
General  Ilalleck's  administration,  General  Bragg's  great 
abilities  in  the  same  dir».>etion  would  have  acconiplislied 
quite  as  inueh  for  the  Confederate  armies,  could  ho  have 
undertaken  the  task  at  the  same  time. 

General  Polk  reached  Enterprise  November  13,  and 
entered  upon  his  new  duty  of  organizing  the  remnants 
of  General  Pemberton's  army.  While  thus  occupied  he 
wrot«  the  following  letter  to  Mr.  Davis,  whieh,  as  will 
be  seen,  was  for  the  purpose  of  securing  for  the  Army 
of  Tennessee  the  leadei-ship  which  he  had  persistently 
sought  from  the  close  of  the  Kentucky  campaign. 


n,g,t,7.dt,'G00glc 


iBt.571    JOHNSTON ■'3  APPOINTMENT  URGED.    317 

ENTEitPBisE,  December  8, 1863. 
His  Bxcellencv,  I'rbsident  Davis. 

My  dear  Sir:  I  perceive  Oeneral  Brs^  has  been  relieved 
from  the  command  oE  the  Army  of  TenueBsee ;  1  perceive  also, 
through  the  public  pi-ess,  that  speculation  is  very  busy  as  to 
who  will  probably  sucueed  him.  Bnmor  h&s  it  also  that 
Oeneral  Hardee  has  had  the  command  offered  to  him,  and 
that  he  has  declined  it.  You  will  allow  me,  Mr.  President,  in 
the  fraukaess  of  the  intercourse  which  has  characterized  our 
long  acqnaiDtance,  to  say  tliat,  notwithstanding  the  difQculties 
you  have  in  your  own  mind  in  regard  to  the  man,  and  those 
that  exist  in  mine,  I  think  General  Joe  Johnston  is  the  per- 
son to  whom  you  should  offer  that  command.  As  I  have  said 
this  to  you  on  several  occasionB  before,  both  in  writing  and 
verbally,  when  my  own  position  could  not  be  affected  by  it  in 
any  wise,  so  I  may  repeat  it  now  without  the  risk  of  seem-  - 
ing  indelicacy.  Indeed,  it  would  not  necessarily  follow  that 
General  Johnston's  appointment  to  the  conmiand  of  that  or 
any  other  army  would  devolve  the  command  he  now  holds  on 
me,  as  the  government  might  place  this  department,  upon  the 
relief  o£  Oeneral  Johnston,  under  any  other  officer  as  well  as 
upon  myself. 

I  am  moved  to  make  this  suggestion  to  you  again,  sir,  be- 
cause I  think  I  understand  the  feeling  of  the  army  better 
than  one  who  had  not  served  with  it,  and  because  I  also 
understand  the  feeling  of  the  country  on  the  same  subject. 
You  will  allow  me  then  to  say  that  I  think,  high  as  your  duty 
to  yourself  and  the  rexponsibilities  of  your  station  are,  yet 
where  there  is  bo  general  a  desire  on  the  part  of  the  army  and 
the  country,  as  there  is  to  have  General  Johnston  placed  in  that 
command,  a  part  of  your  duty  seems  to  your  friends  to  be  to 
yield  to  this  general  desire,  that  those  whose  all  is  staked  upon 
the  issue  may  have  something  to  say  as  to  the  hands  in  which 
it  shall  be  saved  or  lost.  I  think  your  friends  and  history 
would  justify  yon  in  this,  and  that  magnanimity,  perhaps,  may 
require  it  at  your  hand. 

1  remain  verj'  truly  your  friend, 

L.  Poi>K,  iMutetiatU-Otnerdl. 
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About  the  middle  of  December  the  quiet  at  Eaterprise 
was  broken  by  a  telegram  from  Richmond  announcing 
that  General  Joseph  E.  Johnston  had  been  assigned  to 
the  command  of  the  Army  of  Tennessee,  and  that  Gen- 
eral Polk  was  assigned  to  the  deitartmeut  of  Alabama, 
MissiBsippi,  and  east  Louisiana,  made  vacant  by  the  e&- 
signment  of  General  Johnston.  Soon  afterward,  General 
Polk  went  to  Brandon,  to  confer  with  General  Johnston 
in  relation  ia  department  matters,  and  to  take  charge  of 
the  command. 

General  Folk  promptly  applied  himself  to  the  task 
of  acquiring  a  thorough  knowledge  of  t)ie  departments 
VjOH'h  day  seemed  to  develop  more  and  more  the  magni- 
tude of  the  undertaking.  The  field  assigned  to  him  was 
not  only  of  vast  extent,  but  it  was  infested,  in  many 
neighborhoods,  with  spies,  deserters,  absentees  without 
leave,  and  others  liable  to  cou scrip tion.  It  had  been 
stri])ped  of  provisions  to  a  great  degree,  to  supi)ly  the 
demand  of  the  troops  around  Richmond,  and  the  force 
Ht  his  command  was  wholly  unequal  to  the  task  of  de- 
fending the  field  entrusted  to  him.  The  vigor  of  his 
administration,  however,  was  soon  felt  in  the  army  and 
among  the  citizens.  The  deserters,  absentees,  and  con- 
s<!ripte  referred  to  were  banded  together  in  certain 
counties,  in  open  defiance  of  authority.  In  many  in- 
stances they  had  not  hesitated  to  plunder  commissary 
trains  and  army  stores,  after  taking  the  lives  of  the 
guards  prote(!ting  them.  These  had  not  only  to  be  dealt 
with,  but  many  of  the  men  who  had  been  paroled  by 
General  Grant  upon  the  surrender  of  Vicksbui^  con- 
scientiously believed  they  could  not  even  be  assembled 
in  camp  until  exchanged,  and  had  joined  in  resisting  the 
government. 

Under  this  state  of  affurs  Genera]  Polk  solicited  and 


n,g,t,7.dt,'G00glc 


^t  57]  AMNESTY  FOB  DESERTERS.  319 

obtained  from  the  Department  of  War  the  permission 
to  issue  a  proclamation  of  amnesty,  conditioned  upon 
the  return  of  these  various  classes  to  their  respective 
posts  of  duty  within  a  limited  time.  The  proclamation 
was  sent  to  every  county,  and  published  in  all  the  news- 
papers of  the  department.  But  acts  of  violence  became 
even  more  frequent,  and  General  Pulk  awaited,  with 
impatience,  the  expirarion  of  the  time  allowed  by  the 
proclamation,  in  order  to  take  steps  against  them. 

It  was  known  in  some  quarters  that  a  misunderstand- 
ing existed  between  President  Davis  and  Oeneral  Joseph 
E.  Johnston,  to  which  General  Polk,  in  pursuance  of  his 
desire  to  bring  these  two  together,  and  to  establish  that 
cordial  c()6peration  which  was  so  vital  t«  the  cause  which 
they  represented,  doubtless  alluded  toward  the  dose  of 
his  letter  to  the  President  given  above. 

The  following  letter  was  now  written  by  General  Polk 
to  a  prominent  officer  of  General  Johnston's  staff.  Its 
patriotic  views  and  peacemaking  character  alike  are 
worthy  of  him. 

Mebidun,  January  3. 
Colonel  Hahvie. 

My  dear  Sir :  The  pressure  on  my  time  has  been  so  heavy 
since  you  left,  I  have  not  had  an  earUer  opportunity  to  comply 
with  your  request  to  write  you  concerning  the  matter  of 
which  you  spoke  on  the  eve  of  your  departure.  I  need  not 
say  I  regard  it  of  the  highest  consequence  to  the,  future 
success  of  our  cause,  that  there  should  be  a  good  understand- 
ing and  a  cordial  feeling  of  ooufldence  between  the  President 
and  his  generals  oommanding  our  armies.  I  believe  it  is 
generally  known  that,  owing  to  some  cause,  audi  an  under- 
standing has  not  existed  between  the  President  and  Qeneral 
Johnston :  whether  the  fault  has  been  that  of  the  President  or 
the  general,  I  know  not,  nor  is  it  material  to  inquire.  It 
seems  to  me  that  at  a  time  like  this,  when  a  cordial  support 
should  be  given  the  generals  by  the  President,  it  is  desirable 
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tliat  both  parties  ehonld  rise  to  a  point  ttut  is  high  above  all 
that  is  merely  personal,  and  bm7  the  past  in  a  united  and 
DOrdial  devotion  to  the  future.  I  tbink,  too,  that  after  the  very 
general  expression  of  desire  on  the  part  of  the  army  and 
people  that  the  general  should  be  placed  in  command,  and 
the  satiafaotion  expressed  at  its  eonBunuaatiou,  be  might  well 
afford  to  take  such  a  step  as  would  biing  about  the  state  of 
feeling  of  which  I  spoke.  It  seems  to  me  that  the  general 
might,  without  at  all  lowering  the  tone  of  a  manly  indepen- 
dence, address  a  letter  to  some  friend,  also  a  friend  of  the  Yr^- 
dent,  and  I  dare  aay  there  are  many  such  in  whose  discretion 
and  judgment  he  could  confide,  alluding  to  the  fact  that  in 
tbe  past,  owing  to  whatever  cause,  it  was  known  that  a  eordial 
feeling  did  not  exist  between  the  President  and  himself,  and, 
without  entering  into  details,  say  that  for  himself  it  was  a 
subject  of  regret,  and  add  that  so  far  as  he  may  have  been  at 
fault,  if  at  aU,  in  view  of  the  public  interest,  he  did  regret 
it,  and  was  prepared  to  waive  all  that  was  past  in  tbe  desire  to 
consult  the  public  good.  I  have  no  doubt  that  such  an  over- 
ture would  be  received  by  the  President  in  tbe  best  spirit,  and 
that  it  would  have  the  effect  to  ensure  such  an  understanding 
as  would  be  satisfactory  to  their  friends  and  eminently  con- 
ducive to  the  success  of  our  military  operations. 

These  are  the  views  to  which  I  aQuded  on  tbe  eve  ot  your 
leaving  me,  aud  which  I  thought  the  friends  of  the  general 
might  with  propriety  submit  for  hia  consideration.  The  move- 
ment may  involve,  perhaps,  some  sacrifice  of  feeling ;  but  for 
such  a  oause,  and  for  such  support  as  a  good  understanding 
between  the  parties  named  here  will  insure,  I  cannot  but 
think  the  sacrifice  might  well  be  tendered  as  an  instance  of 
becoming  magnanimity. 

I  remain,  eolonel,  respectfully,  jma  obedient  servant, 

L.  Polk,  lAeutetMtU-Generdl. 

This  letter  was  the  complement  of  the  one  written  to 
Mr.  Davis,  aud  General  Polk  hoped  that  it  might  lead 
to  a  reconciliation,  but  history  shows  that  its  purpose 
was  not  fulfilled  in  the  maimer  hoped  for. 
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Early  in  December,  floding  the  roads  too  bad  for  opera- 
tions along  the  Tennessee  line,  Gieneral  Grant  turned  his 
att«ntion  to  that  part  of  the  field  embraced  in  General 
Polk's  command.  He  proposed  to  Mr.  Lincoln  that, 
fixing  everything  securely  at  Chattanooga  and  in  East 
Tennessee,  he  should  be  permitted  to  organize  a  cam- 
paign against  Mobile,  to  be  conducted  by  Shennan  or 
McPherson,  for  tlie  purpose  of  securing  Mobile  as  a 
base  fn>m  which  to  move  a  column  upon  Montgomery 
and  Atlanta,  with  a  view  to  cutting  off  Mississippi  and 
Alabama  from  the  Confederacy,  as  he  had  already  done 
the  States  lying  west  of  the  Mississippi  River.  After 
some  correspondence,  permission  was  granted,  January  10, 
for  the  movement  "  either  against  Mobile  or  any  other 
place  soutli  of  our  present  lines  that  you  may  think 
it  advisable  to  attack."  It  was  conditioned,  however, 
upon  the  security  of  Tennessee,  which  was  to  be  provided 
for  at  Knoxville  and  Chattanooga  by  adequate  provision 
against  Longstrcet  and  Johnston,  and  in  West  Tennes- 
see by  driving  out  tiie  Confederate  cavalry  operating 
there  under  Lee  and  Forrest.  Relying  upon  the  natural 
obstacles  which  paralyzed  his  own  action  upon  that  line 
to  retard  his  opponents,  Grant  determined  to  stand  on 
the  defensive  at  Knoxville  and  Chattanooga,  and  sent 
his  chief  of  cavalry,  General  Sooy  Smith,  into  West 
Tennessee,  to  accomplish  the  purpose  of  the  instructions 
of  his  government  there.  General  Shennan  was  then 
directed  to  gather  from  the  garrisons  along  the  Missis- 
sippi River  a  suiBeient  force,  and  make  a  movement 
from  the  river  eastward.  He  had,  of  course,  a  lai^  dis- 
cretion, but  what  was  expected  of  him  is  revealed  in 
General  Grant's  letter  to  General  Tliomas,  January  19,  in- 
structing him  to  cooperate  with  Sherman  by  a  movement 
from  Chattanooga  ui)on  General  Johnston  at  Dalton. 
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He  will  proceed  eastward  as  far  as  Meridian,  at  le&st,  And 
will  thoronghly  destroy  the  roads  east  &nd  south  from  Uiere, 
and,  if  possible,  will  throw  troops  as  far  east  as  Selma ;  or,  if  he 
finds  Mobile  so  far  ungimrded  as  to  make  his  force  sufBoient 
for  the  enterprise,  wiU  go  there.  To  codpeiste  with  this 
moTemeut,  you  want  to  keep  np  appearances  of  preparatioa 
of  an  advance  from  Chattanooga ;  it  may  be  necessary, 
even,  to  move  a  column  as  far  as  Lafayette.  The  time 
for  this  advance,  however,  would  not  be  before  the  30th 
instant,  or  when  you  might  )earn  the  enemy  were  fiJlii^ 
back.  Logan  will  also  be  instructed  to  move  at  the  same 
time  what  force  he  can  from  Bellefonte  toward  Rome.  We 
will  want  to  be  ready  at  the  earliest  poeable  moment  in  the 
spring  for  a  general  advance.  I  look  upon  the  Une  for  this 
army  to  secure  in  its  next  campaign  to  be  that  from  Chatta- 
nooga to  Mobile,  Atlanta  and  Montgomery  being  the  impor- 
tant intermediate  points.  I  look  upon  the  Tennessee  Biver 
and  Mobile  as  being  the  most  practicable  points  from  which 
to  start,  and  to  hold  as  bases  of  supplies  after  the  line  is 


It  waa  expected  of  Sherman  that  he  would  bo  effect- 
ually destroy  the  railroads  south  of  Corinth  and  around 
Meridian  that  the  Confederates  would  not  attempt  to 
rebuild  them  during  the  war,  thus  cutting  off  Missis- 
sippi as  a  source  of  supply,  and  materially  aid  in  clos- 
ing all  that  eection — including  West  Tennessee — to  the 
Confederates,  How  far  the  expectations  of  this  cfunpaign 
were  realized  will  appear  in  this  chapter. 

On  January  10,  Sherman  at  Memphis  wrote  McPherson 
at  Vickshur^  to  get  ready  for  a  movement  upon  Meridian 
and  Selma;  and  on  the  11th,  Hurlburt,  his  other  corps- 
commaodcr,  to  whom  Sherman  hsA  unfolded  his  plans, 
wrote  his  subordinate,  A.  J.  Smith,  to  prepare  for  the 
service  expected  of  them,  which,  to  quote  his  own  words, 
was  as  follows : 
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We  have  a  heavy  marofa  before  us,  and  the  oomm&nd  mast 
be  folly  prapared.  It  U  the  intention  of  General  Sherman  to 
move  with  the  artilleir  and  infantry,  and  suoh  troops  as  he 
can  get,  from  Viokebni^  direct  on  Demopolia  and  Selma,  the 
cavalry  moving  down  the  Mobile  and  Ohio  railroad  to  moot  na 
near  Meridian,  thus  forcing  the  enemy  to  let  go  of  their  hold 
on  Dalton,  or  endangering  the  loss  of  Selma,  and  perhaps 
Uobile.  Close  attention  ia  therefore  necesBary  to  the  fitting 
out  of  the  individual  soldier,  and  will  be  impressed  upon  field 
and  line  officers. 

In  permitting  General  Sherman  to  concentrate  these 
troops  at  Yickubnt^,  the  government  bad  at  first  some 
idea  of  ntiltzing  his  command  as  part  of  an  attempt  upon 
the  State  of  Texas,  wheru,  for  politick  reasons,  a  lodgment 
was  desired.  General  Banks  at  New  Orleans,  and  General 
Steele  in  Arkansas,  were  then  being  prepared  for  this  cam- 
paign, which  was  to  be  made  along  the  line  of  Red  River. 
But  the  water  in  the  stream  was  too  low  for  navigation  at 
that  time.  Grant  was  therefore  permitted  to  use  Sherman 
for  the  f  urtheranoe  of  his  designs  upon  Polk's  department. 

The  force  placed  at  Sherman's  disposal  was  as  follows ; 
For  his  immediate  command  in  the  movement,  the  corps 
of  MePherson  and  Hurlhurt,  which,  with  a  small  cavalry 
force  (about  2000  men),  gave  him  a  column  of  23,689 
eflfective  men,  with  66  pieces  of  artillery.  To  eooperat* 
with  this  force  he  oi^auized  a  column  of  cavalry  under 
Sooy  Smith,  numbering  6923  effective  men,  with  12 
pieces  of  artillery.  Smitli  was  ordered  to  move  forward 
and  join  Sherman  at  Meridian.  That  he  might  move 
as  rapidly  as  possible,  a  well-appointed  paek-train  was 
furnished  him.  With  this  combined  force  of  30,000  men 
assembled  at  Meridian,  General  Sherman  expected  to  be 
able  to  move  forward  and  accomplish  the  ultimate  objects 
of  his  campaign. 
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To  aid  the  movement,  Graiit  had  directed  Thomas  to 
threaten  Johnston  at  DaltoD ;  and  Logan,  from  the  di- 
rection of  Larkiusburg,  was  now  instructed  to  threaten 
Rome  and  the  valuable  iutereste  lying  in  north  Alabama. 
Banks,  who  was  preparing  for  his  Red  River  expedition, 
consented,  with  the  aid  of  Admiral  Farragut,  to  make  a 
demonstration  against  Mobile ;  and  Sherman  himself,  in 
order  to  distract  Polk's  immediate  attention,  dispatched 
a  small  force — 1000  men — with  gimboats  up  the  Yazoo 
River  toward  north  Mississippi. 

The  nature  and  extent  of  Uiese  preparations  had  not 
escaped  General  Polk.  On  January  14  he  dispatched  the 
following  to  Mr.  Davis : 

Meridian,  January  14,  1864. 
Si»  ExceVeneij,  Pmidtnt  Dads: 

General  Johnston  says  to  nie  he  has  refused  to  yon  the 
restoration  of  the  four  brigades  sent  from  this  army  to  that  of 
Teunesaee.  I  think  it  plain  that  Grant  cannot  move  before 
the  fipring  opens,  and  therefore  that  Johnston  will  be  unem- 
ployed. He  can  in  that  case  well  spare  all  fonr.  It  U  now 
clear  that  an  attack  on  Mobile  is  meditated.  My  department . 
is  large,  and  force  small.  I  do  not  see  how  I  can  do  without 
those  brigades,  and  hope  you  will  order  them  to  report  to 
Mobile.    What  is  done  ought  to  be  done  at  once. 

L.  POhE.,  lAeulenant-Gentral. 

Polk  made  a  hurried  inspection  of  the  westttm  part  of 
his  department  as  far  north  as  Grenada,  and,  returning, 
gave  the  defense  of  Mobile  careful  attention.  Meanwhile, 
as  the  movements  of  Sherman  and  Smith  took  shape, 
he  concentrated  his  forces.  General  Lee  on  the  19th 
was  ordered  to  recall  his  brigades  operating  on  the  Mis- 
sissippi River,  and  to  hold  his  command  well  in  hand. 
General  Forrest,  who  was  expected  to  operate  against 
Smith's  columu,  was  called  to  Meridian  that  he  might  be 
fully  informed  as  to  the  general  situation. 
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General  Maury,  already  on  the  alert  at  Mobile,  was 
directed  to  hold  liis  force  ready  for  any  service  that 
might  be  required.  French's  division  was  advanced  to 
Jackson,  and  with  Loring's  division  was  held  ready  for 
immediate  movement.  To  still  further  shorten  his  line, 
Polk  now  withdrew  Forrest  to  Grenada,  leaving  a  part 
of  his  command  to  keep  a  close  watch  on  Smith. 

Touching  Logan's  movement  upon  north  Alabama, 
he  dispatched  word  t«  General  Johnston  that  he  must 
help  him  in  tliat  direction,  and,  if  possible,  spare  him 
reinforcements  to  oppose  Shennan,  On  the  26th  he 
sent  the  following  to  the  government: 

I  have  dispatched  you  several  timea  recently,  in  regard  to 
movements  of  the  enemy.  I  am  now  salitifteditis  his  intention 
to  move  on  the  western  front  of  this  department  at  an  early 
day,  and  in  heavy  force.  He  will  probably  move  from  Vicks- 
burg,  Yazoo  City,  and  perhaps  Natchez,  at  the  same  time.  A 
column  is  also  concentrating  at  Grand  Junction,  in  Weet 
Tennessee,  as  a  co/Sperating  force.  The  amount  of  force  at 
my  diapoxal  is  known  to  the  department.  The  department 
is  also  informed  of  the  reported  intention  of  the  enemy  to 
move  upon  Mobile.  These  movements  will  probably  be  made 
upon  different  fronts  at  the  same  time. 

On  February  3  Slierman  marched  out  of  Vieksbui^. 
Lee  met  him  with  three  brigades  of  cavalry,  but  could 
make  little  impression,  however,  &a  Sherman  platted  his 
trains  in  the  midst  of  his  troops  and  moved  in  a  compact 
ina.ss.  We  can  now  best  follow  the  campaign  by  giving 
extracts  from  the  telegraphic  reports  made  by  Polk  to 
his  government : 

Mercdlu),  February  6. 

The  movement  in  force  of  the  enemy  from  the  Mis«ssippi 
at  Vieksburg,  which  I  dispatched  you  was  contemplated,  has 
been  made.    A  column  estimated  at  20,000  entered  Jackson 
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on  Uie  «veau^  of  the  6th.  Another  oohmm  (nnmberB  not 
known)  hae  moved  Dp  Tazoo  River, — intended,  probably,  for 
Tftzoo  City,  These  oolumne  were  opposed  by  cavalry,  1  am 
concentrating  my  foroe  of  infant}?  at  Morton.  Whether  the 
enemy  intends  to  move  in  foroe  acroBa  P«arl  River  does  not 
yet  appear. 

PebroaryQ.  ' 

I  have  kept  the  War  Department  informed  in  r^ard  to  the 
movements  of  the  enemy  on  the  western  front  of  this  depart- 
ment. He  moved  out  in  heavy  force  from  Vieksborg  toward 
Jackson,  also  in  boats  up  the  Tazoo  River,  Both  colnmns 
were  met  and  held  in  check  by  the  cavalry  until  developed. 

He  entered  Jackson  at  6  P.U.,  Friday,  6th,  and,  from  the 
most  reliable  information,  with  a  force  of  from  35,000  to 
40,000  infantry,  flO  pieces  of  artillery,  and  cavalry  not  known. 

He  crossed  Feaii  River  at  10  a.m.  on  the  7th  with  his  whole 
force,  sjid  moved  rapidly  upon  Morton,  destroying  all  the 
bridges  behind  him.  He  reached  Morton  last  night,  and 
tamed  toward  Mobile  to-day.  My  infantry  force  in  this  part 
of  the  department  consists  of  Major-General  Loring's  division, 
about  6000,  and  French's,  1250,  with  1700  exchanged  prison- 
ers imperfectly  oi^i:anized,^say  9000.  The  rest  of  the  in- 
fantry composed  the  garrison  of  Mobile,  A  portion  of  this, 
on  consultation  with  General  Maary,  was  withdrawn  and 
ordered  to  the  front  in  the  hope  of  making  a  campaign  be- 
fore it  should  be  needed  at  Mobile.  But  the  enemy's  force 
proving  so  much  larger  than  was  anticipat«d,  and  other  in- 
dications pointing  to  a  combined  attack  on  Mobile,  made  it 
necessary  to  restore  this  garrison  and  avoid  giving  battle, 
which,  nnder  other  circumstances,  might  have  been  hazarded. 
1  have  therefore  ordered  the  force  from  Mobile  back  to  that 
garrison,  and  added  other  forces  to  it,  so  as  to  strengthen  it  up 
to  the  point  deemed  necessary  by  General  Haury.  These 
troops,  I  have  no  reason  to  doubt,  will  reach  their  destination 
in  due  time,  t  have  just  returned  from  an  inspection  of  the 
defenses  of  Mobile,  and  although  not  completed,  are  yet 
in  fine  condition  and  very  efficient.  The  garrison  has  six 
months'  supply  of  subsistence  and  is  very  confident    I  shall 
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t»ke  immediate  atapa  to  LDoreaae  its  stores  by  the  rivers.  It  is 
ot  the  highest  eonseqaenoe  that  its  requisitions  for  ammom- 
tdon  for  heavy  gana  Bhoold  be  sapplied  at  once.  I  have 
Qeneral  Loiing's  force  and  the  cavalry  atill  in  the  field,  and 
am  not  without  a  proepeot  of  increasing  both. 


The  two  brigades  drawn  from  Mobile  brought  General 
Polk's  force  np  to  14,000  men  of  all  annB.  Lee's  cavalry 
command  numbered  but  2500,  owing  to  the  absence  of 
Chalmers's  division,  Boss's  brigade,  and  a  part  of  Fergu- 
son's. These,  excepting  Ross,  were  operating  with  For- 
rest. Ross  was  left  to  watch  the  Yazoo  column,  and  did 
not  join  Lee  until  after  Sherman  had  reached  Meridian. 
The  movement  toward  Mobile  which  this  dispatch  re- 
ported, proved,  upon  closer  investigation,  to  be  a  feint; 
but  this  fact  exerted  little  influence  upon  General  Polk's 
plans,  as  he  had  already  concluded  not  to  fight  Sherman's 
column  with  the  force  in  hand.  He  was  convinced,  as 
his  letters  show,  that  the  forces  set  in  motion  about  his 
department  were  intended  for  something  more  than  the 
superficial  tearing  up  of  a  few  miles  of  railroad,  but,  on 
the  contrary,  meant  a  movement  upon  Mobile  or  Selma, 
which  latter  view,  as  we  have  seen,  was  in  accordance 
with  General  Sherman's  instructions  and  intentions. 

Finding  that  he  was  not  strong  enough  to  fight  the 
main  column  successfully,  General  Polk  now  shaped  his 
course  so  that  he  might  concentrate  upon  the  smaller 
cooperating  column  {Sooy  Smith's) ;  for,  in  the  absence 
of  the  aid  which  he  had  asked  from  Qeneral  Johnston 
and  the  government,  this  was  the  only  course  open  to 
him  by  which  he  could  hope  to  break  up  General  Sher- 
man's campaign. 

The  country  as  far  as  Meridian,  and  even  for  some 
distance  beyond,  was  comparatively  barren  and  unim- 
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portant  in  a  military  sense.  No  great  injury  oonid, 
therefore,  result  from  the  march  of  the  enemy  throu^ 
it.  It  was  necessary,  however,  to  delay  him  long  enough 
to  permit  the  removal  of  all  stores  from  Meridian  and  the 
points  above,  and  also  t«  allow  tlie  rolling-stock  of  the 
railroads  to  be  placed  in  safety.  General  Polk  there- 
fore determined  to  keep  his  force  in  Sherman's  front 
long  enough  to  accomplish  these  ends,  and  tlieu,  moving 
rapidly,  place  his  infantry  and  artillery  behind  the  Tom- 
bigbee  River,  and  thns  free  all  his  cavalry  for  operations 
gainst  Kooy  Smith's.  Concentrating  his  attention  ui>on 
these  objects,  Polk  pressed  their  execution  with  charac- 
teristic energy.  Under  cover  of  a  feint  toward  Orenada, 
(General  Sooy  Smith  now  began  his  march  for  Meridian. 
Concerning  this  movement,  Polk  dispatched  the  govern- 
ment as  follows : 

Kbwton,  Miss.,  via  Mobilk,  February  10. 
I  dispatohed  the  President  yeifterday  as  to  the  situation. 
Since  then  a  dispatch  from  General  Forrest  annonncea  two 
colimms  of  cavalry— one  to  move  on  them  at  Oreuada,  the 
other  on  tbe  com  region  in  the  neighborhood  of  Colambus. 

No  better  aficroiint  of  the  progress  and  defeat  of  Sher- 
man's campaign  eau  possibly  be  given  than  was  ftimished 
by  {Jeneral  Polk  in  the  dispatches  he  continued  to  send 
to  his  government.   We  therefore  reproduce  them  entire : 

Febmary  17. 

The  enemy  entered  Meridian  the  14th,  the  day  after  my  last 
dispatch.  Hia  forward  movement  was  retarded  by  my  cavalry, 
wlio  assailed  him  in  front  and  flank.  His  movement  was 
so  compact  as  to  make  it  difficult  to  do  more  than  annoy  him. 

Since  he  has  been  in  Meridian  be  has  been  breaking  up  the 
Mobile  and  Ohio  and  the  Meridian  and  Demopotis  railroads. 
I  am  informed  by  Ooneral  Lee  he  has  moved  also  on  Kilter- 
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prise.  What  his  intentio&s  are  has  not  yet  been  determined. 
He  may  still  go  to  Mobile  or  retnm  to  Jsoksou.  Ordered  Lee 
and  Forrest  to  harass  him  and  to  intercept  a  colonrn  of 
earalry  coming  dovn  to  join  him  from  West  Tennessee,  re- 
ported 10,000  strong.  Am  holding  my  small  force  in  hand  at 
l>emopolis  to  take  advantage  of  events.  AD  stores  from  the 
Mobile  and  Ohio  railroad  of  speoisl  v&lne  removed,  and  roll- 
ing-stock plocea  beyond  hia  reach.  Am  increasing  stores  of 
garrison  at  Mobile. 

Dkuofoub,  February  18, 

By  my  orders.  General  Forrest  left  a  force  to  hold  enemy  in 
check  near  Memphis  some  days  ago,  and  is  now  moving 
rapidly  with  his  column  to  strike  that  of  the  enemy  on  its 
way  to  ColumboB  from  West  Tennessee.  The  column  is  one 
of  cavab^,  reported  10,000  strong,  and  is  moving  to  join 
Sherman  and  secure  food  for  hia  infantry  at  Meridian.  The 
head  of  this  colonrn  is  reported  near ,  Pontotoc ;  General 
Forrest  dose  by.  General  Lee  moved  forward  under  orders 
yesterday  to  oodperate  with  Forrest  in  an  attack  upon  it 
[Smith's  colamn].  A  commaiid  under  General  Ruggles  and 
the  Mississippi  State  troops  will  unite  in  the  attack.  To  crush 
that  force  is  important. 

February  20. 

No  movement  of  the  enemy  in  any  direction  from  Merid- 
ian up  to  the  present,  probably  awaiting  the  arrival  of  his 
cavalry  column  coming  down  from  West  Tennessee.  That 
column  reported  to-night  as  arrived  at  Aberdeen.  Generals 
Lee  and  Forrest's  coltunns  ordered  to  unite  and  attack  it. 
They  are  both  between  it  and  Sherman  at  Meridian,  and  in 
supporting  distance.  Head  of  my  reinforcing  column  re- 
ported at  Montgomery. 

February  21. 

Head  of  Hardee's  column  arriving  to-day.  Shalt  throw  head 
of  mine  across  the  Tombigbee  to-morrow,  push  the  whole 
force  forward  as  fast  as  it  arrives,  and  move  upon  the  enemy. 

Dbhopolis,  February  22. 
The  success  of  my  cavalry  in  preventing  a  junction  of  the 
enemy's  two  columns  appears  to  have  broken  ap  his  campaign. 
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The  toUowing  diep&toh  jutsk  reoeived ; 

IiADDHBDALS,  FebnuuT  22, 19U.    3  P.M. 

The  Iktest  reliable  informatioii  1b  th&t  the  enemy  left  the  Mobile  and  Ohio 
ralhoad  in  two  colnnins ;  one  from  Meiidfaui  giAng  to  Deoator,  and  the 
Other  from  thla  place  going  to  Herbert  to  meet  at  Dnlon,  and  go  thenoe 


B.  O.  PXMUV,  Odpnel  Commandint. 

At  last  advioea  Gteneral  Forrest  had  the  enemy's  oolunm  of 
cavalry  between  the  Chuok&tonchee  and  the  Tombigbee,  and 
was  holding  it  there  for  the  arrival  of  Oeneral  Lee,  The  lat- 
ter would  join  him  with  hie  column  perhaps  to-day.  I  confi- 
dently expect  a  satisEactory  result.  I  move  my  infantry  for- 
ward in  the  morning.  Two  of  General  Hardee's  brigades 
have  arrived. 

Dkhopolis,  Febraary23. 

The  following  dispatches  just  received : 

IiAtmatituu  Statioh,  2Sd. 

Sooabl  bom  DalevUle  report  the  enemy  have  all  left  the  Mobile  and 
Ohio  rallnwd.  Column  from  Haiion  marched  three  mllea  west  of  Dale- 
vUle. The  eolnnm  from  Meridian  l>  aovlngr  west  to  form  junction  with 
column  from  Marlon  at  Union,  whleh  la  thirty  milei  west  of  DalevUle; 
thenoe  by  way  of  Carthage  to  Canton.  It  la  thought  a  small  force  has 
been  aant  by  way  of  De  Kalb  to  bum  government  oom  at  that  place. 
B.  O.  Pbbiun,  Cobmti  CommaHdimg. 

Lim  Cbkkk,  Nim  Hius  SonTHmOT  of  Waav  Podit, 
February  22,  1864.  10  a.m. 
Arrived  bere  at  itayllght.  Enemy  are  retiring  rapidly.  Oeneral  For- 
rest is  parsning,  and  at  last  report  It  diteen  miles  above  West  Point. 
He  doe*  not  know  yet  whether  they  are  trying  to  Join  Sherman  ria  Hona- 
ton  and  Oreenaborougfa,  or  not.  Have  halted  my  eommand  till  1  hear 
forther  from  him.  It  la  In  poslttou  to  intercept  nJdera,  unlesii  tbey  are 
oft  for  Hempbia,  whleh  I  think  la  the  ease.  Their  force  was  overrated, 
Ithlck. 

S.  D.  Lu,  Mi^-Onrrtd.' 

From  the  above  and  other  dispatohes,  all  of  the  same  tenor, 
preceding  these,  I  think  it  now  certain  that  the  campaign  of 
the  enemy  is  broken  np.     He  mnst  go  beyond  Pearl  River, 

1  "OOidal  Records,  War  of  BebelUon,"  vol.  xzzll,  pt  1,  pp.  334,  3tf, 
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and  I  shall  pursne  him  with  my  cavalry  and  foUov  with 
infantiy,  reestablishing  my  former  lines  as  early  as  prac- 
taoable.  Is  it  yoor  wish  that  Oeneral  Hardee's  column  be 
employed  in  operations  farther  westt 

I  shall  send  General  Forrest  without  delay  into  the  western 
distriot  to  break  np  the  Federal  eleotions  proposed  to  be  held 
there  within  the  next  ten  days,  and  to  bring  ont  other  troops, 
horses,  etc.,  from  there  and  southern  Kentucky. 

Dkuofolis,  February  22. 
I  hare  already  taken  measures  to  hare  all  the  roads  broken 
up  by  him  [Sherman]  rebuilt,  and  shall  press  that  work  vig- 
orously. The  amount  of  road  destroyed  by  him  [Sherman] 
may  be  in  all  about  fifty  miles,  extending  out  on  the  four 
roads  from  Meridian  as  a  center. 

To  continue  this  story,  we  give  en  extract  from  the 
official  report  made  by  General  Sherman  after  his  cam. 
paign. 

My  plan  of  action  was  as  follows :  General  William  Sooy 
Smith  to  move  from  Memphis  by  or  before  the  1st  of  February 
with  an  effectiTe  force  of  7000  cavalry  lightly  equipped,  to 
march  straight  on  Pontotoc,  Okolona,  Artesia,  and  Meridian, 
to  arrive  there  about  February  10,  distance  250  miles,  .  .  . 
while  I,  with  fonr  diviaons  of  infantry  and  artiUery,  would  at 
the  same  time  move  from  Vicksburg  on  the  same  objective 
point,  150  miles  distant.  When  met  at  Meridian,  being  pres- 
ent in  person,  I  could  then  order  anew,  according  to  the  then 
circumstances,  condition  of  road,  and  time  left  at  my  disposal. 

In  pioviding  for  the  contingencies  of  the  campaign. 
General  Polk  had  deeigaated  West  Point  as  the  place  at 
which  Forrest  should  endeavor  to  concentrate  in  case 
Smith  moved  as  he  did  finally.  The  selection  of  West 
Point  was  due  to  the  fact  that  it  was  upon  the  outer 
limit  of  the  grain  country,  which  it  was  desired  to  pro- 
tect.   It  was  upon  the  Mobile  and  Ohio  railroad,  and  was 
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the  stArting-point  for  the  line  of  couriers  which  had  been 
established  between  the  telegraph  line  and  Forrest's  head- 
quarters at  Oxford ;  but,  above  all,  it  was  in  the  direc- 
tion of  a  coneeDtration  of  all  the  forces  upon  the  interior 
lines  he  had  selected. 

R«ferring  now  to  that  part  of  Smith's  ofBcial  report 
which  deals  with  the  causes  of  his  retreat,  we  find  that 
he  says : 

Exag^mted  reporte  of  Forrest's  strength  reached  me  con- 
stantly, anil  it  was  reported  that  Lee  was  about  to  reinforce 
him  with  a  portion  or  the  whole  of  his  command.  Columbus 
had  been  evacuated,  and  all  the  State  troops  that  oonld  be 
assembled  from  ever;  quarter  were  drawn  together  in  my 
front.     (West  Point.) 

Under  all  these  circumstances,  Smith,  as  he  says,  deter- 
mined not  to  move  into  the  trap  which  Polk  had  set  for 
him.  He  therefore  halted  at  West  Point,  and  on  the  22d 
began  his  retreat.  Forrest,  whose  available  force  num- 
bered about  3000,  attacked  him  at  once,  and  kept  up  a 
persistent  fight  nearly  a.'!  far  as  Memphis,  to  which  place 
Genenil  Smith  proceeded  without  any  unnecessary  delay. 

General  Lee,  who  ha<l  an  intimate  knowledge  of  Gen- 
eral Polk's  plans,  says  in  tlie  "  Southern  Historical  Soci- 
ety Papers"  (vol.  viii,  No.  2,  p.  58) :' 

Lieutenant- Qeneral  Polk,  in  the  exercise  of  a  wise  discre- 
tion, determined  from  the  first  not  to  fight  Shennan  if  his 
army  was  as  large  as  represented ;  for  he  felt  that  he  was  too 
weak  to  inflict  a  telling  blow  unless  he  was  considerably  re- 
inforced. He  determined  to  let  Shennan  expend  himself  in 
the  piney  woods,  unless  he  moved  to  the  ToTnbigbee  River 
toward  Selma  or  toward  Mobile,  in  which  case  he  expected 
to  receive  asdstance  from  Johnston's  army  in  Georgia,  and  to 
crush  Sherman.  The  movement  of  troops  for  this  purpose 
(Hardee's  corps)  was  at  the  time  in  progress. 
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General  Polk's  orders  to  Lee,  opemdng  agaiost  Shermas, 
plainly  showed  he  did  not  want  Sherman  materially  interfered 
with,  but  rather  encouraged  to  move  as  far  as  he  would.  It  is 
true,  Sherman's  march  was  skillfully  conducted,  and  he  gave 
Lee  but  little  opportnnity  to  hurt  him.  In  fact,  Lee  could 
only  keep  in  his  foragers  and  stragglers,  and  aid  him  in 
keeping  compaet  while  in  motion. 

General  Polk,  in  carrying  out  his  plan,  at  onoe  seized  the 
opportunity  offered  by  W.  8.  Smith's  cavalry  expedition 
against  Forrest,  to  order  Lee's  entire  cavalry  force  to  leave 
Sherman  in  his  loneliness,  and  to  unite  with  Forrest  and  beat 
Smith  before  he  could  reach  Meridian,  while  he  [Polk]  was 
at  the  same  moment  arran^ng  a  similar  concentration  for 
Sherman's  benefit,  as  soon  as  Smith  was  discomfited.  Both 
Sherman  and  Smith  displayed  sagacity  on  this  occaxion. 
Smith,  in  his  candor,  says  he  retreated  to  avoid  falling  "  into 
the  trap  set  for  me  by  the  rebels,"  while  Sherman,  to  cover 
his  discomfiture,  protests  in  his  book  that  he  necer  had  any 
idea  ofaiher  Mobile  or  Seima. 

This  protest  of  General  Sherman's  is  met  fully  enoagh 
in  his  instrnctions ;  but  if  further  evidences  of  his  dis- 
comflture  were  needed,  it  would  be  found  in  his  abuse  of 
General  Sooy  Smith  for  not  reaching  Meridian.  Smith 
was  not  necessary  to  Sherman's  work  at  Meridian,  but 
was  essential  to  the  completioD  of  the  campaign  as  orig- 
inally mapped  out, 

In  his  "  Memoirs  "  General  Sherman  says :  "  I  was  de- 
teiTnined  to  damage  the  roads  so  that  they  could  not  be 
used  again  for  hostile  purposes  during  the  rest  of  the 
war."  How  far  he  succeeded  in  this  work  may  be 
gathered  from  the  record,  which  shows  that  by  the  10th 
of  May  all  telegraph  lines  and  railways  injured  by  him 
had  been  so  thoroughly  repaired  that  they  were  in  better 
condition  than  before  his  raid. 

In  addition  to  this,  the  road  from  Meridian  had  loeeu 
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extended  to  Jackson,  the  Mobile  and  Ohio  railroad  had 
been  repaired  as  far  north  as  Corinth,  and  that  place, 
^ter  lieing  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy  since  General 
Beauregard  surrendered  it  in  June,  1862,  was  now  pre- 
sented to  General  Forrest  as  a  base  for  further  opera- 
tions in  west  Tennessee.' 

Work  upon  the  New  Orleans  and  Jackson  and  Missis- 
sippi Central  railroads  was  also  pushed  to  completion, 
with  the  view  of  giving  an  unbroken  line  of  rail  from 
Lake  Poutchartrain  to  Grenada  and  Iwyond;  railroad 
communication  between  these  points  haA-ing  been  sev- 
ered since  Genera]  Sherman's  visit  in  July,  1863.  This 
work  was  completed  on  the  15th  of  May,  1864,  and  this 
road  was  used  as  a  base  for  the  operations  upon  tlie 
Mississippi  River,  which  General  Polk  now  instituted 
along  this  entire  front  for  the  purpose  of  impeding  its 
navigation. 

It  is  needless  to  say  that  the  result  of  the  camp^gn 
was  gratifying  to  General  Polk,  and  he  had  the  addi- 
tional satisfaction  of  receiving  the  commendation  of  his 
government.  But  the  greatest  satisfaction  was  derived 
from  the  reports  which  came  to  him  of  the  confidence 
and  approval  of  his  subordinates.  General  George  B. 
Hodge,  who  made  an  inspection  of  the  department  for 
the  government,  writing  General  Polk  upon  returning  to 
Richmond,  said :  "  I  was  greatly  pleased  to  hefu-  the  cor- 
dial terms  in  which  your  subordinates  indorsed  your 
campaign." 

But  the  campaign  had  fallen  short  of  General  Polk's 
wishes  and  intentions.  Having  wuned  the  authorities 
in  ample  time  of  the  extent  and  purpose  of  the  enemy's 
movements,  he  had  a  right  to  expect  that  an  effort  would 
be  made  to  send  hjm  proper  reinforcements  in  time  to 

I  "  OfOdal  SecordB,  War  of  BebeDion,"  toI.  m\i,  pL  11,  p.  56G. 
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permit  sach  an  attack  upon  Sherman  as  would  have 
made  his  retom  to  YicksbiiTg  doabtM,  if  not  impos- 
sible. General  Polk  was  coofidect  that  he  had  force 
enough  to  prevent  the  juncture  of  Sherman's  coiomns, 
and  counted  upon  this  to  check  him,  but  he  looked  be- 
yond this  to  the  hope  of  inflicting  such  a  stunning  blow 
to  both  columns  as  would  prevent  their  employment  in 
any  other  quarter  for  some  time  to  come.  General  Polk 
believed  at  the  time,  and  on  February  28  said,  that  the 
main  column  would  reappear  in  Johnston's  front  at  Dal- 
ton.  This  it  did  promptly,  and  under  General  MoPher- 
son  it  operated,  and  continued  to  operate,  throughout 
the  Atlanta  campaign,  as  one  of  the  most  efficient  corps 
of  General  Sherman's  army. 

As  will  be  seen  by  referring  to  General  Polk's  dispatch 
of  Februaiy  21,  General  Hardee,  with  Clebnme's  and 
Cheatham's  divisions,  was  sent  from  General  Johnston's 
army  at  Dalton,  the  head  of  the  column  coming  by  rail, 
reaching  Demopolis  that  day.  Polk  had  already  recroased 
the  river  with  his  own  troops,  (uid  only  await^  Hardee's  ' 
urival  to  advance  the  whole  force  upon  Sherman  the 
following  day,  the  22d ;  but  Sherman  began  hia  retreat 
from  Meridian  the  morning  of  the  22d,  and  consequently 
was  too  far  distant  to  be  intercepted.  Hardee  was  there- 
fore returned  to  Dalton.  It  appears  from  correspond- 
ence in  the  hands  of  the  writer  that  Hardee  would  have 
arrived  at  Demopolis  on  February  15,  had  the  orders 
of  the  government  been  carried  out.  The  Preadent 
directed  that  the  reinforcements  be  sent  from  Dalton, 
and,  in  view  of  General  Johnston's  apprehension  for  the 
safety  of  his  position,  arranged  to  replace  the  loss  by 
broops  from  Charleston.  General  Johnston  was  not 
properly  informed  of  the  govemmenf s  action  to  replace 
Hardee,  and  being  misled  by  Thomas's  action,  who  in 
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accordance  with  Qrant's  mstmctions  made  the  feint 
upon  Dalton,  delayed  Hardee's  departure  a  week  later 
than  the  time  specified. 

Had  Gteneral  Polk  advanced  upon  Shennan  on  Feb- 
ruary IG  with  all  the  forces  at  his  disposal  on  the  22d,  it 
is  not  saying^  too  much  to  affirm  that  the  Atlanta  cam- 
paign would  have  received  an  introduetory  battle  near 
Meridian  which  would  have  materially  strengthened 
General  Johnston  in  the  task  subseqnently  presented 
him  from  Dalton  to  Atlanta.  Reverting  to  the  cam- 
paign as  actually  completed  by  General  Polk,  his  dispo- 
sitions show  that  the  only  thing  which  prevented  the 
accomplishment  of  his  purpose  toward  Smith's  column 
was  the  judicious  action  of  that  officer  in  eluding  the 
combination  of  Lee's  and  Forrest's  forces  prepared  for 
him.  General  Polk  counted  confidently  upon  catching 
Smith  between  these  two,  and  his  hasty  retreat  alone 
saved  him. 

Turning  his  attention  now  to  other  opportunities  for 
■  a^^ression,  General  Polk  next  made  the  following  sug- 
gestions to  the  government.  The  wisdom  of  the  pro- 
posal was  subsequently  appreciated,  but  it  was  then,  as 
with  so  many  other  movements  in  this  war,  too  late  for 
it  to  be  of  service, 

Dehopolib,  Ala.,  Febrtiary  28, 1864. 

Sherman's  campiti^  being  over,— which  from  the  Yankee 
accounts  it  seemed  waa  intended  to.be  &  precursor  of  that  of 
Gnnt  from  Chattanooga, — the  mind  turns  naturally  to  the 
latter.  In  reflecting  on  the  posture  of  affairs,  there  are  cer- 
tain views  upon  which  my  mind  has  settled  in  regard  to  the 
spring  campugn,  which  I  beg  leave  ret^ieotfally  to  sabmit  for 
yonr  consideration. 

The  point  from  which  the  most  important  movement  is  to 
be  made  in  the  firing  is  Chattanooga.  The  amount  of  force 
o<mfrontJng  it  under  Oeneral  Johnston  is  not  believed  to  be 
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adequate  to  resist  it  BQOoetisfally.  The  remoteness  of  Cbatta- 
noogfa  from  tlie  enemy's  base  exposes  his  flanks  through  \oQg 
lines ;  that  io  front  of  ma  not  leas  than  six  hondred  miles  from 
Chattanooga  to  the  Mississippi  Biver.  I  respectfully  suggest 
that  the  infantry  force  under  my  command  be  increased  by 
the  addition  from  General  Johnston's  army  of  one  division, 
and  I  strongly  desire  that  the  division  sent  me  be  my  old 
division  of  Tenuesseeaus,  now  commanded  by  Major-General 
Cheatham.  This  division  consists  of  about  4000  effectives. 
The  material  composing  it  was  raised  by  me  chiefly  in  the 
western  district  of  Tennessee ;  a  few  r^fiment^  from  Middle 
Tennessee.  If  this  division  were  ordered  to  report  to  me  at 
once  I  would  send  it  up  t«  the  border  of  the  district,  or  into 
it,  and  1  am  coofideut  that  I  .ceuld  increase  its  strength  to 
double  its  present  numbers  by  recovering  a  large  number  of 
racD  who  during  the  last  three  years  have  left  it  and  gone 
back  to  the  district,  and  others  who  have  never  been  in  the 
service.  The  addition  of  this  force  to  my  present  command, 
and  the  additions  I  shall  receive  from  Mississippi  and  Alabama 
to  that  command,  will  give  me  a  column  of  15,000  infantry.  To 
that  I  am  confident  of  adding  a  command  of  15,000  cavalry, 
which  would  give  me  a  united  column  of  30,000  with  which  to 
operate  on  Grant's  right  flank  in  the  spring.  To  enable  me  to 
do  this  it  would  be  necessary  to  order  General  Eirby  Smith  to 
operate  with  all  the  troops  at  his  command  vigorously  npon 
Banks's  whole  line,  and  npon  any  point  in  Sherman's  depart- 
ment Test  of  the  Mississippi  at  which  he  might  leave  forces. 
These  demonstrations,  together  with  the  garrison  at  Mobile, 
thought  to  bo  adequate  to  take  care  of  itself,  and  detachments 
of  oavahy  along  the  Mississippi  River  front,  vould  be  all  that 
would  be  required  to  protect  my  department  pending  the  cam- 
paign. It  is  not  doubted  that  General  Grant  wiU  recall  Sher- 
man's army,  which  must  constitute  a  laj^  part  of  the  force 
with  which  he  must  operate  from  Chattano<^;a.  It  is  his  old 
and  tried  army,  and  he  would  and  must  have  it  with  him  if  he 
proposed  a  heavy  movement.  My  plan  would  be  to  throw  my- 
self across  the  Tennessee  River  by  the  use  of  pontoon  trains, 
which  I  can  easily  get  up,  and  assail  his  flank  and  rear.    If, 
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at  tlie  §ame  time,  General  Longstreet  were  ordered,  with  tibe 
forces  tinder  General  Breokinridge,  tocoDBtitateacolumnand 
throw  himBetf  across  the  moantaiiia  on  his  left  flank,  witli 
Morgan's  cavalry  to  aid  him,  and  with  as  many  of  Johnston's 
ae  h«  eould  spare,  I  should  feel  qoito  confident  of  being  able 
to  break  np  Qrant's  expedition  efieotnally,  if  not  ebatter  hia 
army.  Should  we  be  Baccessfol,  we  might  take  the  offemdve 
and  invade  his  territory. 

His  ExcELLEKcr,  Pbestdent  Datib,  BitAmmd. 

In  connection  with  this  letter,  the  following  extract 
from  General  Sherman's  "Memoirs"  is  of  special  inter- 
est: "The  Atlanta  campaign  would  simply  have  been 
impossible  without  the  use  of  the  railroads  —  from  Loa- 
isville  to  Nashville,  185  miles;  from  Nashville  to  Chatta- 
nooga, 151  miles;  Chattanooga  to  Atlanta,  137  miles; 
every  mile  single-touiked  and  marked  by  several  tun- 
nels, one  quite  long."  ^ 

Finding  that  the  government  did  not  suictJon  the 
plan,  General  Polk  devoted  himself  to  strengthening 
Fom^st,  so  that  every  possible  damage  might  be  inflicted 
upon  the  enemy  in  West  Tennessee,  and  provision  made 
for  gathering  into  this  command  the  material  he  had 
hoped  to.  throw  into  Cheatham's  division,  the  remnant 
of  his  fiist  command. 

In  view  of  the  active  operations  upon  the  Tennessee 
front,  foreshadowed  in  the  above  letter,  Polk  was  assid- 
uous in  having  the  command  nnder  him  armed  and 
equipped  as  thoroughly  as  practicable.  He  secured  for 
bis  artillery  new  guns  of  approved  patt«ms,  and,  as  the 
country  around  had  become  exhausted  by  previous 
drafts,  citizens  were  solicited  and  cheerfnUy  gave  up 
their  carriage  horses  for  the  use  of  the  array,  until  the 
supply  filled  all  present  need.    Infantry  were  supplied 

1  VoL  il,  p.  398. 
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with  clothing ;  commiesary  stores  collected  and  hooBed ; 
small-armB  repaired  or  replaced  by  new;  daily  drills 
wore  ordered  and  enforced. 

The  deserters,  abBentees  without  leave,  and  fugitive 
conscripts  enjoyed  a  respite  during  Sherman's  raid.  The 
delay  allowed  them  in  which  to  return  had  passed.  They 
remained  hostile  and  defiant.  General  Polk  now  sent 
expeditions  to  the  disaffected  districts,  which  succeeded 
in  subduing  all  lawlessness  and  in  restoring  to  the  army 
large  numbers  of  absentees. 

General  Polk,  writing  to  a  member  of  his  family  on 
June  It,  said  of  this  work: 

The  results  following  upon  the  measures  of  my  administra- 
tioD  of  the  Department  of  Hissisaippi,  in  arou«ng  the  public 
mind  and  getting  up  and  stirring  out  the  men  who  bad  de> 
aerted  from  their  commands,  have  been  in  the  highest  degree 
gratifying.  It  b  believed  that  those  measures  have  put  into 
the  field  at  least  5000  men  who  were  lost  to  the  Confederacy ; 
and,  besideB  this,  the  eSect  has  been  admirable  in  relieving  the 
count]^'  ditttriata  of  that  number  of  discontents  on  the  one 
hand,  and  raising  its  spirit  by  that  mnoh  relief  on  the  other. 
Those  people  have  rested  upon  the  heart  of  the  home  popula- 
tion like  an  incubus,  and  it  feels  a  great  relief  at  its  removal. 
It  also  feels  that  the  power  of  the  Confederacy  is  not  dead,  but 
is  not  only  Uving,  but  moving.  The  moral  effect  upon  the 
whole  department  has  been  excellent,  and  it  has  more  life  and 
spirit  than  at  any  time  since  the  early  periods  of  the  war. 

We  now  present  a  very  interesting  letter  from  General 
Patton  Anderson,  comman<ling  a  division  in  the  Army 
of  Tennessee,  and  one  of  its  best  and  most  influential 
of^cers,  of  whom  it  need  only  be  said  that  he  fully  de- 
served the  many  tributes  paid  him  in  the  reports  of  all 
his  commanders.  This  letter  deals  with  the  question  of 
the  enlistment  of  negroes  as  soldiers,  and  suggests  a 
feeling  against  such  action  on  the  part  of  the  south- 
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em  soldiers  which  it  is  at  first  difficult  to  understand. 
The  difficulty  ie  removed,  however,  when  it  is  resized 
that  the  most  bitter  opponents  of  negro  enfranchisement 
and  negro  equality  were  the  rank  and  file  of  the  southern 
army.  They  were  not,  as  a  rule,  the  men  who  owned 
slaves,  but  they  represented  the  class  upon  whose  heels 
the  enfranchised  uegro  would  inevitably  tread ;  and  the 
query  which  would  naturally  suggest  itself  to  tliem  in 
tliis  connection  was,  Why  should  they  continue  to  face  tlie 
danger  and  endure  the  hardships  of  war  longer,  if  by  so 
doing  they  only  gained  a  success  which  placed  them  no 
better  than  they  could  now  be  by  simply  throwing  down 
their  arms  and  going  to  their  homes — to  families  that  in 
many  instances  were  already  reduced  to  dire  want  be- 
cause of  their  absence  T 

General  Anderson's  own  attitude  toward  the  proposi- 
tion was  undoubtedly  that  of  a  large  number  of  south- 
cm  men  of  the  class  to  which  he  and  General  Polk  be- 
longed. Tliese  men  entered  upon  the  Civil  War  far  less 
with  a  desire  for  separate  government  than  for  the  right 
to  manage  their  own  affairs ;  and  while  their  individual 
preference  undoubtedly  favored  ultimate  freedom  of  the 
negro,  they  regarded  this  step  as  one  belonging  exclu- 
sively to  Uiemselves,  and  one  in  which  they  should  be 
free  to  act  without  outside  dictation  or  interference. 
The  commercial  aspect  of  emancipation  was  to  them  the 
least  clement  in  the  problem  of  slavery.  That  it  was  a 
curse  to  blacks  and  whites  alike  they  saw  only  too  plainly, 
but  they  did  not  believe  it  would  be  mitigated  for  either 
by  suddenly  and  violently  altering  the  relation  of  the  two 
races.  On  the  contrary,  they  felt  that  any  such  action 
would  only  add  to  the  curse,  as  it  inevitably  would  lead 
to  race  antagonism,  which,  hanging  like  a  pall  over  the 
country,  could  but  end  in  disaster  to  the  weaker. 
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Putting  aside,  then,  every  other  objection  to  tiie  pro- 
jeet,  the  fact  that  its  adoptiou  would  take  the  very  core 
oat  of  the  principle  upon  which  men  hke  Anderson 
stood  in  their  oppositioti  to  the  Federal  Union  was 
enough  to  cause  them  to  antagonize  it.  General  Cle- 
burne, a  foreigner  by  birth  and  education,  naturally 
viewed  the  propositioa  from  a  wholly  different  stand- 
point. An  old  soldier  and  a  very  able  one,  it  was  to  him 
merely  a  question  of  the  adaptation  of  the  means  at  hand 
to  the  end  to  be  attained,  and  from  this  standpoint  the 
suggestion  was  correct  in  principle ;  but  in  apphcation, 
la  this  instance,  it  would  have  failed,_for  the  simple  rea- 
son that  the  negro  would  not  have  supported  it. 

Anderson's  prediction  was  evidently  brought  home  to 
the  authorities,  because,  in  spite  of  the  widespread  agi- 
tation of  the  subject,  tlie  employment  of  negroes  other 
than  as  teamsters  and  builders  of  fortifications  was  never 
attempted. 

The  letter  reached  General  Polk  just  as  he  was  in  the 
midst  of  the  preparations  to  meet  the  advance  of  Gen- 
eral Sherman ;  his  answer  was  consequently  postponed. 
Unfortunately,  no  record  of  it  has  been  found.  The  trib- 
ute to  General  Polk  is  especially  valuable,  coming  as  it 
does  from  one  who  had  served  under  him  for  two  years, 
and  who  occupied  so  prominent  a  position  in  the  army 
with  which  he  had  so  long  been  associated. 

Dalton,  Qa.,  January  14, 1864, 
(Confidential.) 
Liedtknant-Gbneral  L.  Polk,  Enta-prUe,  Mias. 

General:  After  you  have  read  what  I  am  about  to  discloae  to 

you,  I  hope  you  will  not  think  I  have  assumed  any  nnwarrant- 

abte  intimacy  in  writing  this  communication  as  "oonftdential," 

My  thoughts  for  ten  days  past  have  been  so  oppressed  with 

the  might  of  the  subject  as  to  arouse  in  my  mind  the  most 
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painful  apprehensions  of  fatnre  resnlts,  and  have  oaosed  me 
to  oast  about  tor  a  friend  of  dear  head,  ripe  judgment,  and 
pure  patriotism  with  whom  to  confer  and  take  ooiinsel. 

Mj  choice  has  fallen  upon  yon,  sir,  and  I  proceed  at  once 
to  lay  tlie  matter  before  you. 

Oq  the  2d  of  January  I  received  a  circular  order  from  the 
headquarters  Hindman'a  corps,  informing  me  that  the  com- 
manding general  of  the  army  desired  division  commanders  to 
meet  >ii"i  at  his  quarters  at  seven  o'clock  that  evening. 

At  the  hour  designated  I  was  at  the  appointed  place.  I  met 
in  the  room  Gteneral  Johnston,  Lieutenant-Qeneral  Hardee, 
Uajor-Oenerab  Walker,  Stewart,  and  Stevenson,  and  in  a 
moment  afterward  Major- Generals  Hindman  and  Cleburne 
entered,  Brigadier-Oeneral  Bate  coming  in  a  few  minntes 
later, — the  whole,  with  the  general  commanding,  embracing 
all  the  corps  and  divinion  commanders  (infantry)  of  this  army, 
except  Major-Qeneral  Cheatham,  who  was  not  present.  In  a 
few  minutes  General  Johnston  requested  Lieutenant- General 
Hardee  to  explain  the  object  of  the  meeting,  which  he  did  by 
stating  that  Major-Geuerel  Cleburne  had  prepared  with  great 
care  a  paper  on  an  important  subject,  addressed  to  the  officers 
of  this  army,  and  he  proposed  that  it  aow  be  read. 

General  Cleburne  proceeded  to  read  an  elaborate  article  on 
the  subject  of  our  past  disasters,  present  condition,  and  inevi- 
table future  ruin  unless  an  entire  change  of  policy  might  avert 
it.  That  change  he  boldly  and  proudly  proposed  to  effect  by 
emandpaUng  our  slaves  and  putUng  muskets  in  the  hands  of  alt 
of  them  capable  of  bearing  arms,  thus  securing  them  to  us  as 
allies  and  equals,  and  ensuring  a  superiority  of  numbers  over 
our  enemies,  etc. 

Yes,  sir,  this  plain— but  in  my  view  monstrous — proposi- 
tion was  calmly  submitted  to  the  generals  of  Mm  army  tor  tfaeir 
sanction  and  adoption,  with  the  avvwsd  parpoM  of  carrying 
it  to  the  rank  and  file. 

I  will  not  attempt  to  describe  my  feelings  on  being  con- 
front«dwith  a  project  no  startling  in  its  character,^  may  I 
say  so  revolting  to  southern  sentiment,  southern  pride,  and 
southern  bonorl    And  not  the  least  painful  of  the  emotions 
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awakened  by  it  was  the  consoioDsaesB  which  f  oroed  iteelf  npon 
me,  that  it  met  with  favor  by  othere  beside  the  author  in  high 
station  then  present. 

T[o\i  have  a  place,  general,  in  the  sonthem  heart  perhaps 
not  less  exalted  than  tiiat  you  oooupy  in  her  army.  No  one 
knows  better  than  yonrself  all  the  hidden  powers  and  secret 
springs  which  move  the  great  moral  machinery  ot  the  South. 
You  know  whence  she  derived  that  force  which  three  years 
ago  impelled  her  to  the  separation,  and  has  since  that  time, 
to  this  present  hour,  enabled  her  to  lay  all  she  has,  even  the 
blood  of  her  best  sons,  upon  the  altar  of  Independence,  and 
do  you  believe  that  that  South  will  now  listen  to  the  voic^  of 
those  who  would  ask  her  to  stultify  herself  by  entertaining 
a  proposition  which  heretofore  our  insolent  foes  themselves 
had  not  even  dared  to  make  in  terms  so  bold  and  nndis- 
gnisedt 

What  are  we  to  dot  If  this  thing  is  once  openly  proposed 
to  the  army,  the  total  disintegration  of  that  army  will  follow 
in  a  fortnight,  and  yet  to  q>eah  and  work  in  opposition  to  it 
is  an  agitation  of  the  question  scarcely  less  to  be  dreaded  at 
this  time,  and  brings  down  the  universal  indignation  of  the 
southern  people  and  the  southern  soldiers  upon  the  head  of 
at  least  one  of  our  bravest  and  most  accomplished  ofBcers. 
Then,  I  repeat,  what  is  to  be  done  T 

What  relief  it  would  afford  me  to  talk  to  you  about  this 
niatt«rl  —  but,  aa  that  may  not  be,  do  I  go  too  far  in  asking 
yon  to  write  to  me  1 

I  start  in  a  few  days  for  my  home  in  Monticello,  Fla.,  where 
I  expect  to  spend  twenty  days  with  my  family,  and  I  assure 
you,  general,  it  would  add  much  to  the  enjoyment  of  my  visit 
if  yon  would  favor  me  by  mail  with  some  of  the  many  thoughts 
wliicb  this  subject  will  aroose  in  your  mind. 

Believe  me,  general,  very  truly  your  friend, 

Pattos  Ajidebson. 

As  it  is  the  purpose  of  this  narrative  to  show  not 
only  hoir  Leonidas  Polk  performed  tlie  duties  of  his 
several  positions,  but  to  reveal  his  personality  under 
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the  varying  conditions  of  his  life,  we  present  here  the 
closing  of  the  narrative  prepared  by  Mrs.  Polk  for  her 
children  in  the  last  year  of  the  Civil  War.  As  will  be 
seen,  it  ends  amid  the  scenes  of  which  this  chapter 
treats. 

On  the  7th  of  Koyember  we  left  Atlanta,  spent  Simday  in 
Montgomery  at  General  Withera's,  and  went  to  Mobile  the  next 
day.  Here  the  general  was  dettuned  a  few  days,  but  on  Fri- 
day, the  13th,  we  went  to  Enterprise  and  took  possession  of  a 
room  kindly  offered  us  by  General  CFerral. 

Those  were  happy  days  passed  in  the  log  room,  mzteen  feet 
Kquare,  lighted  by  one  window,  and  I  enjoyed  them  more  than 
1  <!&□  tell.  Soon  after  his  arrival  be  went  up  to  report  to 
General  Johnston,  and  took  a  severe  cold  in  consequence  of 
being  in  an  overheated  car.  On  his  return  he  was  confined 
to  his  bed  for  several  days.  1  never  can  think  of  those  days 
without  tears.  He  would  often  say,  "I  am  so  glad  you  are 
liere — so  glad  you  are  here."  Much  of  tliis  time  was  passed  in 
i-epeating  collects  and  Psalms,  and  in  having  me  read  the  Bible 
to  him— the  lesson  for  the  day,  and  Psalms  and  other  parts 
which  bore  upon  them.  He  seemed  to  commune  constantly 
with  God ;  and  when  I  was  not  reading,  I  oft«n  heard  him  in 
prayer,  but  in  a  tone  which  did  not  allow  me  to  hear  the  words. 
He  was  daily  fitting  for  heaven.  0  God,  why  was  betaken,  and 
so  many  worthlesa  leftf  "  Even  so,  Father,  for  so  it  seemed 
good  in  Thy  sight ; "  but  it  is  hard  to  say. 

In  December  he  was  ordered  to  take  command  of  the  depart- 
ment. General  Johnston  having  been  placed  in  command  of 
the  Army  of  Tennessee.  He  spent  a  few  days  in  Brandon, 
seeii^  General  Johnston,  and  returned  on  the  eve  of  Christmas 
to  spend  it  with  ns — the  last  we  were  together.  I  should  have 
mentioned  that  Sally  joined  ns  on  the  5th  of  December,  and 
she  and  her  father  had  much  to  say.  On  Tuesday,  the  29th, 
the  general  removed  to  Meridian,  while  Sally  and  I  followed 
on  the  2d.  I  cannot  say  anything  of  tlie  military  affairs  which 
so  much  engrossed  him  ;  I  only  know  that,  no  matter  at  what 
hour  of  night  he  retired,  he  always  awoke  me  to  have  prayers. 
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Upon  one  occasion  I  remember  bow  mnoh  I  was  atrnok  by  his 
prayer  for  himself  — the  oatpouriag  of  liis  heart  to  his  Maker, 
as  a  ver;  present  help  who  knew  all,  and  yet  to  whom,  as  to  a 
friend,  it  was  his  delight  to  unbosom  his  heart.  His  depend- 
ence upon  God,  his  cheerful  submission  to  his  will,  feeling  it 
his  duty  to  do  everything  he  could  and  then  leave  the  reeolt  in 
God's  hands,  ensured  oontentment  in  all  that  occurred.  He 
had  always  had  a  great  horror  of  death,— I  mean  the  separa- 
tion of  soul  and  body.  And  when  I  would  remark  upon  the 
sadness  of  life,  he  would  say  he  did  not  think  so  at  all ;  that 
there  was  bo  much  to  be  thankful  for  in  the  daily  gifts  of  life, 
and  that  the  knowledge  that  we  were  daily  doing  the  will  of 
God  brought  with  it  such  entire  happiness,  he  was,  if  left  to 
himself,  nuwiUing  to  exchange  it  for  a  state  of  which  he  knows 
little ;  here  faith  must  come  in,  and  we  most  trust  our  future, 
as  welt  as  our  present,  in  God's  hands. 

One  morning  be  stretched  oat  his  arm  and  said,  "  To  think 
that  this  arm,  so  fuU  of  life,  must  one  day  be  quiet  in  the 
grave ;  that  this  right  hand  must  lose  its  cunning,  and  this 
br^n  cease  to  think  I "  "  But  the  soul  does  not,"  wbs  my  re- 
mark. "  I  know,  in  another  sphere  or  form  ;  bat  what  pfun 
and  suffering  may  attend  that  change  1  I  never  like  to  think — 
I  do  not  think  —  of  it ;  I  leave  that  to  God,  knowing  that  when 
the  time  comes,  whatever  befalls  at  the  hour  of  death,  grace 
and  strength  will  be  given  to  bear."  I  have  sometimes  thought 
his  death  was  sent  in  mercy,— I  mean  its  manner,  for  our 
Heavenly  Father  "  cousidereth  our  frame." 

One  morning  he  was  dressing,  and,  as  bis  wont,  talking  a 
good  deal.  Atlasthes^d,  "  Wife,  have  you  ever  thought  what 
you  would  do  if  I  should  be  killed,  and  this  contest  prove  an- 
saccessful  t "  I  replied,  "  If  we  are  all  ruined  together,  I  think 
I  shall  go  into  the  Santa  Anna,'  until  snch  time  as  my  chil- 
dren can  devise  some  means  for  my  support."  He  came 
toward  me  with  tears  in  his  eyes,  clasped  me  in  his  arms, 
and  said,  "  I  have  not  Uved  in  vain  if  yon  can  say  and  feel 
this.  How  changed  in  your  apprehensions  of  evil!"  And 
now,  whatever  comes,  I  think  of  him  and  of  his  pleasure  that 
1  An  Ksylum  in  New  Orleans. 
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I  could  tliink  of  misfortime  without  b«m^  nttarly  oitst  down, 
and  hU  spirit  sapports  me.  We  had  bnt  few  momentB  to- 
gether, for  hia  duties  occupied  the  whole  of  his  time ;  bat  those 
wera  very  precious.  The  only  time  he  ever  alluded  to  the  poe- 
ubility  of  our  want  of  sucoesa  was  the  one  mentioned  above. 
One  day  we  had  been  reading  some  of  the  collects,  and  he 
especually  dwelt  upon  that  for  the  fourth  Bimday  after  Trin- 
ity, and  remarked,  "  That  is  the  best  advice  that  can  be  given, 
as  well  as  prayer."  And  on  that  dreadful  day  when  he  left 
me,  I  asked  him,  "  Eave  yon  any  message  for  onr  children  1 " 
He  said,  "  Tell  them,  in  the  words  of  the  collect,  to  take  God 
for  their  ruler  sjid  guide,  that  they  may  eo  pass  through  things 
temporal  that  they  may  finally  not  lose  things  eternal.  I  can 
say  no  more  than  that  if  I  spoke  forever,"  On  Monday,  Feb- 
ruary 8,  he  left  with  the  troops  to  meet  Qeneral  Sherman ; 
the  history  of  his  plans  and  their  resnlt  is  written.  The  last 
few  minutes  were  all  he  could  give  me ;  he  spent  part  of  those 
in  praying  with  me  for  hb  family  and  ooontry,  and,  commend- 
ing us  to  God,  left  me. 

As  the  spring  opened,  affairs  in  front  of  the  army 
under  General  Johnston  In  northern  Georgia  began  to 
wear  a  threatening  aspect. 

In  anticipation  of  a  general  advance  on  the  part  of 
the  enemy  from  that  direction,  and  to  guard  the  left  of 
General  Johnston's  line,  General  Polk  now  pushed  his 
infantry  and  a  division  of  cavalry  well  up  toward  north- 
ern Alabama. 

Sm  "OffleUl  Beeords,  Ww  of  Bebellion,"  voL  xzill,  pt.  iH.  p.  579.  for  a 
report  to  Department  Headqnarten  apon  the  eiteot  and  kind  of  danutn 
inflicted  by  General  Shennui  at  and  iilMiut  Meridian.  This  report  was 
made  by  the  writer.  Harch  3,  1864,  after  a  careful  peraonal  inapectlon  of 
the  area  In  qne«tlon.  In  the  pnbliahed  reeorda,  throngh  misreading,  the 
report  Is  dgned  A.  E.  instead  of  W.  H.  Polk,  aa  in  the  orlginaL  See  flleo. 
War  Reeords  OtBee. 
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ATLAlfTA  CAMPAIGN  AND  DEATH  OF  GI2]EBAL  POLE. 
Ua;  to  June  14,  1864. 

ShenoMl's  moTemeat  against  Johnston. — Polk  ordered  to  Johnstoti'a 
aid.— AasBineanHnniaiidBtBeMoa.— Bharman'HStrBteKj.— GenenlHo- 

Phenon. — Battle  of  Resaca Meetdog  of  Johnston  and  Polk. — Retreat 

bom  Beaaea. — A  pen-picture  of  General  Polk.— Baptism  of  Generals 
Hood  and  Jobnaton.- Johnaton's  aooonnt  of  the  moTements  at  Casa- 
ville. —  A  Sunday  morning's  serrira  in  the  field.- Sherman's  steady  ad- 
TBnce.— New  Hope  Church  and  Dallas.— GenenJ  Polk's  popularity.— 
Last  letters  to  his  family. — Hopefnl  and  spirited  condition  of  the  army.  — 
"Purity  npon  ■  field  of  Wood." — The  geDeral's  headquarters. — Last 
reading  of  the  Church  service. — A  fatal  ride. — Inspection  of  the  works.  — 
Dangerous  eiposure. — A  farewell  liew. —  The  fatal  shot. — The  hero's 


When  General  Polk  found  that  his  plan  for  opera- 
tions upon  Oenei-al  Sherman's  rear  were  not  approved, 
he  concentrat«d  his  efforts  upon  his  own  front.  The' 
district  of  Mobile  was  so  amply  provided  for  in  the  thor- 
ough efQciency  of  its  able  commander,  General  I>abney 
H.  Manry,  but  little  was  needed  in  that  direction.  The  re- 
sources of  the  department  were  therefore  directed  toward 
points  where  just  then  more  was  to  be  gained.  Provision 
was  made  for  the  brilliant  operations  of  General  Forrest 
in  the  district  of  north  Mississippi  and  West  Tennessee, 
and  measures  were  adopted  looking  to  an  organized  and 
continuous  effort  along  the  entire  Mississippi  river-front, 
to  render  the  navigation  of  that  stream  as  perilous  aa 
poesible.    We  have  seen  that,  in  anticipation  of  General 
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Sherman's  advance  from  ChattAnoc^,  General  Folk  had 
placed  the  divisions  of  Loring  and  French,  and  the  cav- 
alry division  of  Jackson,  at  points  in  north  Alabama 
from  which  he  might  meet  any  movement  upon  his  own 
department,  or  move  to  General  Johnston's  aid,  as  should 
be  required. 

On  May  5  General  Sherman  b^an  his  movement  upon 
General  Johnston  at  Dalton.  The  relative  strength  of 
the  two  forces  was  then  about  as  two  to  one,  General 
Sherman's  army  numbering  about  98,000  men  of  all 
arms,  and  General  Johnston's  about  45,000. 

In  accordonce  with  his  expectations,  General  Polk  on 
the  4th  received  a  dbpatch  from  General  Johnston  asking 
for  assistance,  and  at  the  same  time  he  received  an  order 
from  the  government  to  go  to  General  Johnston's  aid 
with  ail  the  troops  that  could  be  spared  from  his  depart- 
ment. 

After  consulting  with  General  Stephen  D.  Lee,  who 
succeeded  to  the  command,  Polk  telegraphed  General 
Johnston  that  he  would  move  at  once  to  his  relief  with 
the  infantry  divisions  of  Canty,  Loring,  and  French,  and 
the  cavalry  of  Jackson,  about  19,000  men  in  all.  Canty's 
division  had  already  been  sent  forward  from  General 
Maury's  district,  and  the  remainder  of  the  command  now 
followed.  Just  here  he  had  his  last  contact  with  Gen- 
eral Bragg,  who,  because  of  solicitude  for  the  Mississippi 
front,  undertook  to  prevent  the  transfer  of  so  many 
troops  to  Johnston's  aid.  Polk  ignored  his  interference, 
however,  and  keeping  in  touch  with  General  Cooper, 
the  adj.  general,  did  as  he  and  the  President  thought 
best.'  Polk  had  confidence  in  the  ability  of  General 
Lee  to  control  the  situation  with  the  cavalry  left  him, 
aided  by  the  State  troops  available;  a  confidence  amply 

'  ■'Rec.  War  Reb."  Polk  Correapondence,  April  and  May,  1864. 
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justified  by  General  Lee's  victories  over  the  succesrive 
iavasions  of  North  Mississippi  which  occurred  that 
summer. 

The  concluding  arrangement  of  the  afFurs  of  his  de- 
partment made  it  impossible  for  General  Polk  himself 
to  leave  before  the  8th,  the  entire  night  of  the  7th  beiog 
spent  in  completit^  and  in  giving  his  final  instructions 
and  su^estions  to  Generals  Lee  and  Forrest. 

He  reached  Resaca  with  the  rear  of  Loring's  division 
on  the  11th,  his  advance  division  (General  Canty's)  and 
Loring's  advance  brigade  (Scott's),  having  arrived  there 
the  day  before.'  Under  instructions  from  General  John- 
ston, Polk  now  assumed  command  at  this  point,  relieving 
General  Hood,  who  only  awaited  his  arrival  to  turn  over 
the  command  and  return  to  his  corps  at  Dalton. 

Resaca,  commanding  as  it  did  the  railroad  bridge  over 
the  Oostenaula  River,  was  a  point  oT  vital  importance 
to  the  communications  of  General  Johnston's  army,  not 
only  with  its  base,  Atlanta,  but  with  Polk's  command  as 
well.  Twenty  miles  in  rear  of  Dalton,  it  could  be  easily 
reached  from  the  direction  of  Sherman's  right.  Johnston 
had  therefore  halted  here  the  advance  of  Polk's  command 
(Canty's  division),  and  charged  it  with  the  duty  of  pro- 
tecting the  position  for  the  present. 

General  Sherman  had  by  this  time  developed  the  initial 
steps  of  his  campaign,  which  was  to  hold  Johnston  at 
Dalton  by  a  bold  threat  upon  his  front,  while  he  moved 
a  strong  column  to  his  rear  for  the  purpose  of  seizing 
and  holding  Resaca. 

This  was  the  first,  and,  all  things  considered,  the  best 
planned  of  that  series  of  fiank  movements  which  char- 
acterized all  General  Sherman's  operations  in  northern 
Geor^.  Owing  to  his  great  superiority  of  force  prior 
'  Cuity's  &dvanoe  brigade  arrived  on  the  8th. 
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to  Folk's  arrival,  which  it  is  clear  he  had  not  then  counted 
upon,  he  confidently  expected  at  the  outset  to  place  his 
army  upon  General  Johnston's  communications,  and 
thus  at  one  blow  sever  him  from  hb  base,  Atlanta.  The 
movement  had  been  carefully  planned.  Sherman's  old 
troops,  the  army  with  which  he  and  General  Grant  had 
won  their  fame,  and  which  he  himself  had  just  employed 
in  the  Meridian  campaign,  were  assigned  the  duty  of  exe- 
cuting it. 

The  officer  in  command,  General  McPherson,  was  one 
of  the  best  soldiers  in  the  Federal  army,  and  the  writer 
pauses  a  moment  that  he  may  pay  tribute  to  his  memory. 
Young,  brave,  and  generous,  full  of  life  and  courage,  he 
was  one  of  the  most  interesting  figures  of  the  Civil  War; 
and  bad  he  lived,'  no  doubt  be  would  have  won  the 
highest  place  in  the  army  of  the  United  States. 

While  Sherman  had  been  pressii^  Johnston  in  front, 
McPherson  with  23,000  men  turned  the  Confederate  left 
and  seized  the  railroad  a  few  miles  north  of  Resaca.  A 
resolute  advance  might  have  fulfilled  Sherman's  expecta- 
tions, but  McPherson,  finding  that  his  own  army  had 
not  followed  his  movement  as  closely  as  he  expected,  and 
being  firmly  resisted  by  Canty,  withdrew  his  column,  and 
allowed  Johnston  to  reestablish  his  communications. 

General  Polk's  orders  were  to  hold  Resaca  at  all  haz- 
ard pending  the  withdrawal  which  General  Johnston  was 
now  attempting  from  Dalton.  McPherson,  reinforced 
by  Hooker,  was  again  but  a  few  miles  distant,  advancing. 
Following  him  came  the  remainder  of  Sherman's  army, 
through  Snake  Creek  Gap.  The  enemy  threatening  his 
rear  by  a  movement  to  cross  the  river  below  Resaca,  Gen- 
eral Polk  detached  Walker's  division  of  Hood's  corps, 
which  had  moved  down  from  Dalton  to  his  aid,  to  meet  it. 
<  General  McPhenon  was  lolled  in  battle  before  Atlanta. 
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On  the  13th  there  was  irregular  skirmishing  along 
Johnston's  entire  front,  closing  with  an  attack  upon  the 
position  held  by  General  Cheatham  several  miles  north- 
ward. In  order  the  better  to  cover  Johnston's  move- 
ment, Polk  now  threw  forward  Loring's  division  on  the 
Snake  Creek  Gap  road,  where  the  enemy  was  met  in 
heavy  force  and  was  held- in  check  until  the  entire  army 
was  in  position  at  Hesaca, — Hood  occupying  the  right, 
Hardee  the  center,  and  Polk  the  left.  It  seemed  par- 
ticularly appropriate  that  General  Polk's  command 
should  be  the  one  to  meet  and  defeat  this  first  movement, 
especially  as  the  force  with  which  Sherman  attempted 
it  was  the  one  with  which,  as  he  claimed,  he  had  so  re- 
cently destroyed  Polk  in  Mississippi.  As  a  matter  of 
personal  gratification,  the  reception  accorded  General 
Polk  by  the  commander  of  his  own  army  compensates 
for  the  distress  which  the  "Memoirs"  show  he  caused 
General  Sherman;  for,  as  he  reported  at  Dalton,  John- 
ston grasped  his  extended  hand,  and,  warmly  shaking  it, 
said,  "  How  can  I  thank  you?  I  asked  for  a  division,  but 
you  have  come  yourself  and  brought  me  your  army." 

Saturday,  the  14th,  was  passed  in  irregular  skirmish- 
ing and  in  strengthening  the  defences.  A  sharp  and 
successful  attack  was  now  made  upon  the  picket  line  in 
front  of  Canty.  The  line  was  carried  by  the  enemy; 
being  reinforeed,  Canty  reestablished  it  after  a  severe 
conflict.  Later  in  the  day,  however,  owing  to  the  weak- 
ening of  Polk's  line  to  aid  an  attack  upon  the  enemy's 
left  by  Hood,  Canty  lost  a  position  held  by  his  advance 
troops  which  commanded  the  railroad  bridge.  During 
the  night  the  enemy  crossed  a  division  over  the  Ooste- 
naula  at  Calhoun,  and,  in  view  of  a  retreat,  which  this 
movement  made  unavoidable,  all  wagon  trains  were  now 
ordered  to  Kingston. 
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On  Sunday,  May  IS,  there  was  skirmishing  on  the 
entire  line.  In  making  a  reconnoissance  in  front  of 
'  bis  line,  Polk  became  suddenly  exposed  to  a  heavy  fire, 
during  which  the  horse  of  one  of  his  staff-officers  was 
killed,  and  two  were  wounded;  at  the  same  time  a  bullet 
struck  the  horse  which  he  himself  was  riding.  At  2  p.u. 
an  assault  was  made  on  Hood's. line.  It  was  successfully 
repelled,  but  the  position  at  Ressca  had  become  one  of 
some  peril  without  compensating  advantage.  A  council 
of  war  was  therefore  called,  an  inmiediate  retreat  was 
resolved,  and  the  corps  commanders  separated  to  put  it 
into  execution.  General  Polk  was  assigned  the  duty  of 
covering  the  retreat  by  holding  his  position  until  the 
remainder  of  the  army  could  be  withdrawn.  Toward 
morning  the  Federab  became  aware  of  the  retrograde 
movement,  and,  pressing  forward,  their  advance  in  the 
darkness  became  mingled  and  confused  with  the  rear  of 
General  Polk's  command.  Polk  himself  was  one  of  the 
last  to  cross  the  brii^e,  which  was  then  fired. 

We  may  be  pardoned  for  now  presenting  a  final  pic- 
ture of  Iveonidas  Polk  as  he  appeared  on  the  battlefield.' 

Wrapped  in  his  old  gray  himting-ehirt,  with  slouched  hat 
and  eabre,  he  sat  his  horse  and  received  the  leaden  compli- 
ments of  the  enemy  miti  complacent  yet  not  indifferent  good- 
humor.  He  had  a  habit  of  shrugipng  his  shoulders  when  a 
Mini6  ball  came  too  close  to  his  ear,  and  sometimes  he  would 
drop  a  chance  word  as  though  in  reply.  But  he  aever  got  out 
of  the  way  for  them,  and,  if  there  was  anything  interesting  at 
hand,  was  wholly  indifferent  to  their  importunities.  In  battle 
he  was  a  daring  old  man,  with  his  heart  in  the  fray,  and  lus 
best  faith  on  the  result;  riding  through  shot  and  shell  from 
point  to  point,  unconsciouB  of  dai^r,  directing  the  move- 
ments of  his  line  with  a  quiet  self-possesBion  which  bespoke 
1  Sketch  by  the  Hob.  Henry  WatteraoD. 
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knowledge.  At  Shiloh,  at  Penyville,  at  Murfreesboro,  at 
Chickamauga,  and  at  Resaca,  he  was  to  be  eeen  constantly  at 
the  front,  at  every  part  of  his  line,  supervising  the  progress 
of  events  with  his  own  presence.  .  .  .  One  day  at  Resaca  be 
called  the  writer  of  these  rude  Uses  and  said,  "You  look 
hungry,  and  must  divide  my  lunch  with  me."  Some  one  had 
presented  him  a  box  of  guava  jelly  and  a  bit  of  wheat  bread 
(rarities  in  those  Confederate  times),  and  the  prospect  was 
tempting.  "But,"  stud  I,  "wouldn't  it  go  a  little  better  if 
we  were  in  a  safer  place?"  He  laughed  kindly,  and  replied, 
"CertMnly  it  would."  And  we  proceeded  to  find  one.  We 
had  scarcely  seated  ourselves,  however,  behind  an  oak-tree  at 
the  bottom  of  the  hill,  when  a  shrapnel  came  tearing  through 
the  MT,  struck  the  oak  broadside  about  thirty  feet  above  us, 
and  precipitated  both,  lunch  and  all,  amid  a  mass  of  limbs  and 
fragments  into  a  gully  below.  "Hey-dey!"  cried  the  general, 
picking  himself  out  of  the  rubbish,  "you're  a  pretty  fellow  for 
selecting  covers'  Come!  we  may  as  well  take  ourselves  back 
to  the  front."  He  was  kind  and  considerate  of  bis  men;  he 
was  approachable  and  self-denying  in  his  own  person;  and  he 
did  not  know  the  name  of  fear.  He  possessed  that  faculty  of 
inspiring  all  who  came  about  him  with  courage,  attributed  to 
General  Zachary  Taylor.  He  was  proverbial  for  getting  into 
"hot  places";  and  he  seemed  to  be  able  to  pass  along  a  line 
of  fire  like  the  children  through  the  fiery  fumac«,  untouched. 
His  staff  loved  him  most  fondly.  He  was  every  inch  a  gen- 
tleman, without  mannerism  or  assumption, — simple  and  inno- 
cent, yet  d^nified  and  imposing. 

On  the  night  of  his  arrival  at  Resaca  he  went  with 
General  Hood  to  Dalton  to  report  to  General  Johnston. 
While  oa  the  way,  General  Hood  signified  to  General 
Folk  his  desire  to  be  baptized  and  received  into  the  com- 
munion of  the  Episcopal  Church,  and  it  was  arranged 
that  the  rite  should  be  performed  that  same  evening. 
On  reaching  Dalton,  General  Hood  directed  his  aides  to 
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await  him  at  hb  ctuarters,  while  the  two  generak  re- 
pured  to  army  headquarters,  where  they  remaiaed  with 
General  Johnston  until  near  midnight.  They  then  went 
to  General  Hood's  quarters,  a  room  simply  furnished 
with  a  meas'table  and  four  chairs,  and  dimly  lighted  by 
a  single  candle.  It  was  then  occupied  by  a  group  of 
staff-officers.  The  simple  preparation  for  the  baptism 
was  quickly  made.  The  tin  basia  which  was  to  serve  as 
font  being  at  hand,  the  general  informed  General  Hood 
that  he  was  ready.  The  gallant  and  sorely  wounded 
soldier,  who  could  kneel  but  with  great  difficulty,  was 
told  that  he  might  sit;  but  he  arose,  and,  leaning  on  his 
crutches,  reverently  bowed  his  head  to  be  signed  with 
the  sign  of  the  cross  by  the  Bishop  of  Louisiana. 

On  Monday,  the  16th,  the  retreat  was  continued  to  a 
point  two  and  a  half  miles  south  of  Calhoun,  where  the 
army  halted  and  preparations  were  made  for  a  stand. 
The  position  was  abandoned,  however,  and  at  2.30  p.u. 
on  Tuesday,  the  17th,  the  retreat  was  resumed,  and  was 
continued  on  the  18th  in  the  direction  of  Adairsville. 
About  5  p.u.  on  the  ISth  General  Polk  was  requested  by 
General  Johnston  to  officiate  in  his  priestly  office,  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  request  of  Mrs.  Johnston,  which  had 
been  previously  expressed  in  the  following  exquisite 
note: 

Atlanta,  Ga.,  May  16, 

My  dear  Chnerai  Pdk:  You  are  never  too  much  occupied,  I 
well  know,  to  pause  to  perform  a  good  deed,  and  will,  I  am 
8ure,  even  whilst  leading  your  soldiers  on  to  victory,  lead  my 
soldier  nearer  to  God.  General  Johnston  has  never  been 
baptized.  It  is  the  dearest  wish  of  my  heart  that  be  should 
be,  and  that  you  should  perform  the  ceremony  would  be  a 
great  gratification  to  me.  I  have  written  to  him  on  the  sub- 
ject, and  am  sure  he  only  waits  your  leisure.  I  rejoice  that 
you  are  near  him  in  these  tiyii^  times.    May  God  crown  all 
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your  efforts  with  success,  and  spare  your  life  for  your  cotmtiy 
and  friends. 
With  high  esteem, 

I  remun,  very  truly  yours, 

L.  McLaNB  JoHNaTON. 

That  night,  after  the  usual  conference  with  his  corps- 
commaDders,  General  Johnston  was  baptised.  Kneeling 
in  his  tent  with  but  four  present,  the  bishop  fulfilled 
his  wish,  the  witnesses  being  General  Hardee  and  Gen- 
eral Hood. 

On  the  19th  the  retreat  was  continued  to  Cassville. 
The  enemy  advanced  slowly  and  cautiously,  with  about 
half  his  force  near  Kingston,  the  remainder  following 
the  retreating  army  from  Adairaville,  General  Johnston 
decided  to  send  the  two  corps  (Hood's  and  Polk's),  which 
were  then  at  Cassville,  to  attack  the  force  advancing 
from  Adairsville,  Hood's  corps  leading  on  the  right. 

In  reference  to  this  movement  we  now  give  General 
Johnston's  letter,  kindly  written  to  Colonel  W.  D.  Gale, 
General  Polk's  aide-de-camp.  As  will  be  seen,  it  states 
General  Polk's  attitude  at  Cassville  more  fully  than  was 
done  in  General  Johnston's  official  report  and  in  his 
"Narrative,"  and  in  so  doing  it  does  him  justice. 

Savannah,  May  24,  1869. 

My  dear  Colonel:  I  have  just  had  the  pleasure  to  read  your 
letter  of  the  17th.  You  csa  weU  understand  that  the  good 
wishes  and  kindly  feelings  of  those  with  whom  I  was  asso- 
ciated in  the  moat  trying  period  of  my  life  are  more  valuable 
to  me  than  those  of  other  men.  I  assure  you  that  our  inter- 
course in  that  time  was  of  a  nature  to  make  me  value  your 
friendly  language  especially.  As  to  the  occurrences  at  Cass- 
ville:  there  were  two  changes  of  plan  there,  one  in  the  morn- 
ing, when  an  intended  attack  on  the  enemy  was  prevented  by 
General  Hood,  who  made  a.  retrograde  instead  of  a  forward 
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movement  as  ordered;  the  other  at  night.  The  first  was  that 
which  disappomted  the  anny.  It  waa  to  the  second  that  you 
refer.  Both  are  mentioned  briefly  in  my  report  of  the  cam- 
paign. 

In  the  first  case  the  Federal  army  advancing  from  Adairs- 
ville  was  divided,  the  larger  portion  following  ihe  road  by 
Kingston,  the  other  the  direct  one  by  which  Polk's  and  Hood's 
corps  had  marched  the  day  before.  I  determined  to  attack 
the  latter  with  those  two  corps,  General  Polk  to  meet  and 
attack  the  enemy  in  front,  General  Hood  to  move  northward 
by  a  parallel  country  rood,  a  mile  east  of  the  main  one,  and 
fall  upon  his  left  flank.  A  brief  order,  you  may  remember, 
was  read  to  the  troops,  announcing  that  they  were  about  to 
assume  the  offj:nsive.  While  we  were  waiting  for  Hood's 
corps  to  get  into  positiou  (for  it  was  to  be  in  advance  by  a 
distance  equal  to  its  front),  the  general  heard  in  some  way  that 
a  Federal  army  was  approaching  our  right  from  the  rear  by 
the  Canton  road.  Without  informmg  me,  he  moved  back  and 
formed  his  corps  across  that  road  facing  to  the  east.  This 
frustrated  the  intended  attack,  and  made  a  defensive  position 
or  retreat  necessary.  The  first  course  was  adopted,  and  the 
crest  of  the  ridge  in  the  rear  of  Cassville,  previously  examined, 
was  chosen.  Soon  after  the  troops  were  formed  on  it,  a  light 
cannonade  was  begun  by  the  enemy,  which  was  continued 
until  night.  Hoarding  the  right  and  center  as  strong,  I 
passed  the  afternoon  with  General  Hardee  on  the  left,  and 
after  sunset  met  you  on  the  road  from  Cassville  to  Carters- 
ville,  a  little  in  the  rear  of  General  Polk's  center,  and  received 
what  I  took  for  an  invitation  to  sup  with  General  Polk  to 
meet  the  other  lieutenant-generals.  I  went  about  eight  o'clock, 
and  found  General  Hood,  but  not  General  Hardee,  with  General 
Polk.  The  former  introduced  the  subject  of  our  position 
and  the  cannonade,  which  he  said  enfiladed  a  part  of  his  and 
a  part  of  General  Polk's  line  so  severely  as  to  have  produced 
demoralization  of  the  exposed  troops,  especially  the  part  of 
French's  division  that  occupied  the  enfiladed  portion  of 
General  Polk's  position.    Both  expressed  the  opinion  that  the 
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Federal  artillery  would  so  sweep  these  two  points  next  day 
that  they  would  be  untenable;  they  held  it  to  be  necessary  to 
the  safety  of  the  army,  therefore,  that  it  should  be  moved  be- 
fore daybreak,  and  cross  the  Etoffah.  Aft«r  a  discussion  of 
about  two  hours,  I  yielded,  on  the  ground  that  it  would  be 
hazardous  to  attempt  to  defend  a  position  regarded  as  un- 
tenable by  two  of  the  three  lieutenant-generals;  for  I  thought 
the  exposure  to  artillery  much  less  than  it  had  been  in  front 
of  Resaca,  where  Hardee's  right  and  Hood's  left  joined. 
Hardee  joined  the  party  near  eleven  o'clock,  and  was  greatly 
disappointed  to  learn  the  determination  to  abandon  such  a 
position,  for  he  and  his  men  were  full  of  confidence.  You  say 
truly  that  General  Polk  advocated  offensive  fighting.  He  vas 
anxious  that  we  should  assail  the  enemy,  and  if  he,  instead  of 
General  Hood,  had  been  on  the  right  in  the  morning,  the 
attack  ordered  would  have  been  executed.  He  was  opposed, 
however,  to  the  course  I  thought  most  politic  for  us  then — 
defending  intrenched  lines.  Our  difFerence  of  opinion  on 
these  military '  questions  did  not  in  the  least  affect  our  per- 
sonal relations.    . 

General  Hardee  heard  the  reason  of  the  order  to  fall  back 
from  General  Hood.  I  think  that  General  Clayton  was 
occasionally  present  during  the  evening.  I  have  no  recollec- 
tion of  seeing  General  French  during  the  evening.  He  was 
repeatedly  quoted,  however. 

Yours  very  truly, 

■    J.  E.  Johnston. 

The  continuntioD  of  our  story  is  now  mainly  repro- 
duced from  Colonel  Gale's  diary: 

"Altoona,  Sunday,  May  22. 

"Still  watting,  the  army  resting.  After  Breakfast  the 
general  ordered  his  horse,  and,  taking  two  officers  of 

'  We  here  refer  the  reader  to  the  report  of  Geaeral  Folk's  eDgJneer 
officer,  CaptaiD  Walter  J.  MorriB.  for  the  reaaoDa  which  govenied  Qen- 
ertJ  Polk  ia  the  advice  which  he  gave  on  this  occaaion.  See  AppenJlx 
to  Chapter  IX. 
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his  personal  staff,  rode  off,  without  indicating  where  he 
was  going.  Passing  along  the  bank  of  Altoona  Creek, 
amidst  his  troops,  he  proceeded  to  the  brigade  of  Gen- 
eral Sears.  While  at  Demopolis,  a  young  Mr.  Bake- 
well,  from  Louisiana,  who  had  been  studying  for  the 
ministry  and  was  a  candidate  for  orders,  came  to  head- 
quarters to  obtain  permission  to  repair  to  some  place 
where  he  could  be  ordained,  with  the  view  of  being 
assigned  to  duty  with  some  Louisiana  regiment  as  its 
chaplain.  His  request  was  cheerfully  complied  with. 
He  left,  and,  in  the  hurry  and  excitement  that  ensued, 
was  apparently  forgotten.  He  had  been  kept  in  mind, 
however,  and  now  General  Folk  availed  himself  of  his 
first  leisure  moment  to  lend  him  assistance  and  encour- 
agement. Finding  him  with  his  regiment,  he  asked  to 
hear  him  read  the  church  service.  The  regiment  was 
soon  assembled  on  the  slope  of  a  bill,  and  there  under 
the  shade  of  the  forest  trees,  surrounded  by  his  troops, 
sitting,  standing,  and  kneeling,  this  beautiful  Sunday 
morning,  the  general  listened  while  this  young  man  led 
the  service.  This  was  the  last  time  General  Polk  ever 
heard  the  service  read  by  mortal  lips  except  his  own. 
After  a  few  minutes  of  private  conversation  with  Mr. 
Bakewell,  he  bade  him  good-by  and  returned  to  his 
own  camp." 

On  Monday,  the  2.'id,  the  army  marched  toward  Dallas 
to  oppose  the  advance  of  Sherman  in  that  direction.  It 
reached  the  vicinity  of  New  Hope  Church  on  the  evening 
of  the  25th.  Here  a  fierce  but  unsuccessful  onslaught 
was  made,  first  upon  Hood's  corps  and  then  upon  a  por- 
tion of  Hardee's.  In  this  position  Johnston's  army  stood 
on  the  defensive  and  was  constantly  under  fire.  Day 
by  day,  and  in  regular  lines  of  intrenchment,  Sherman 
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approached.  Polk,  as  usual,  devoted  his  personal  atten- 
tion to  his  command.  His  habit  was  to  rise  early,  take 
a  light  breakfast,  mount  his  horse,  and,  accompanied  by 
his  aides,  inspect  his  entire  line  minutely,  patiently,  and 
thoroughly.  He  never  appeared  to  grow  weary;  his 
mental  and  physical  endurance  throughout  those  last 
days  excelled  that  of  the  youngest  and  most  hardy  of 
his  staff. 

Sherman,  having  failed  to  dblodge  the  Confederate 
line,  now  withdrew  a  portion  of  his  command,  with  a 
view  to  turning  Johnston's  right  and  reaching  Marietta 
at  one  stroke;  but  Hardee  and  PoUc  held  McPherson  so 
closely  to  hb  position  upon  the  Federal  right  at  Dallas 
that  be  could  not  be  extricated  in  time  to  permit  the 
carryii^  out  of  Sherman's  design.  In  order  to  meet 
Sherman's  movement,  which  had  extended  to  the  rail- 
road north  of  Marietta,  Johnston  now  resolved  to  change 
his  position  to  the  right. 

Before  this  movement  was  definitely  ordered,  however, 
a  general  attack  upon  the  Federal  army  had  been  con- 
sidered by  Johnston  and  his  subordinates.  Hood  uiged 
that  it  should  be  initiated  by  an  attack  upon  Sherman's 
left  flank.  This  suggestion  was  adopted,  but,  when  at- 
tempted, was  found  impracticable  because  it  was  met  by 
the  flanking  movement  which  Sherman  was  then  making 
in  the  same  direction.  Sherman's  preponderance  of  force 
enabled  him  to  detach  a  good  portion  of  his  force  for 
operations  upon  the  flank,  and  yet  leave  enough  men  in 
hand  for  aggressions  in  front,  should  the  oppwtunity 
present.  Therefore  the  withdrawal  of  Johnston's  army 
from  its  position  at  New  Hope  Church  was  a  movement 
of  delicacy,  requiring  tact  and  celerity. 

General  Polk  gave  close  personal  attention  to  the 
preparations  necessary  for  withdrawing  his  command. 
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Roads  were  cut,  bridges  were  built,  guides  were  pro- 
vided, and  a  Etaff-o£Scer  was  assigned  to  each  diviaon  to 
conduct  it  over  a  road  which  he  himself  had  previously 
examined. 

The  night  of  the  6th  of  June  was  selected  for  the  mth- 
drawal.  Rain  and  heat  had  added  to  the  many  discom- 
forts of  the  army.  The  night  set  in  with  drizzling  rain 
and  fog.  Each  stafT-ofEcer  received,  as  usual,  from  Gen- 
eral Polk  himself,  minute  instructions  for  the  march. 
The  line  began  to  move  at  11  p.h.,  leaving  skirmishers 
in  position,  to  be  relieved  by  cavalry  at  2  a.m.  General 
Polk  followed  his  command,  groping  its  way  through 
mud  and  water  over  narrow  and  difficult  roads.  Wher- 
ever confusion  occurred  he  was  at  hand  to  direct,  re- 
store order,  and  set  the  column  again  in  motion. 
Throughout  the  night  he  rode  back  and  forth  along  the 
line  splashing  through  mud,  plunging  through  water, 
drenched  with  rain,  keeping  the  column  on  its  march. 
At  dawn  he  left  the  men  kindling  their  fires,  went  to  an 
abandoned  dwelling  near  by,  and,  throwing  himself  on 
his  sheepskin,  sought  a  short  rest. 

The  morning  of  Tuesday,  June  7,  was  passed  in  com- 
parative quiet,  the  men  being  busy  with  the  defenses. 
At  noon  a  heavy  rain  flooded  the  ground  and  filled  the 
newly  made  trenches.  During  the  day  General  Polk 
was  riding  rapidly  in  front  of  the  newly  formed  line, 
and,  having  passed  beyond  the  right  of  his  command, 
came  in  front  of  some  Louisiana  troops  who  had  served 
under  him  at  Columbus  and  Belmont,  but  who  had  been 
separated  from  him  since  the  battle  of  Shiloh.  As  he 
came  in  sight  a  few  irregular  shouts  arose,  and  as  soon  as 
the  troops  recognized  their  former  general  an  outburst 
of  huzzas  from  the  entire  line  greeted  his  approach.  He 
advanced  to  the  troops  which  had  given  so  hearty  a  re- 
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ception,  and  entered  into  conversation  with  them.  After 
a  while,  with  encouraging  worda  of  confidence  and  hope, 
be  raised  his  cap  and  rode  away  amid  renewed  cheers. 

This  incident  was  but  one  of  many  such  which  greeted 
General  Polk  during  this  period.  iF^rst  and  last,  nearly 
every  command  in  that  army  had  served  under  his  imme- 
diate orders,  and,  as  General  Johnston  wrote  but  a  short 
time  before  his  own  death:  "As  General  Polk  had  served 
in  that  army  from  its  formation,  he  was  greatly  loved 
and  admired  in  it."  In  fact,  as  another  companion  in 
arms  has  written  of  him:  "Leonidas  Folk's  character, 
viewed  in  its  double  light  of  bishop  and  general,  priest 
and  soldier,  in  its  severe  umplicity  of  tnithfuhiesB,  in- 
spired the  wannest  love  and  most  ardent  admiration. 
His  brother  officers  confided  in  him  and  relied  upon  him; 
the  soldiers  trusted  him  and  loved  him." 

On  Wednesday,  June  8,  the  army  was  settling  down 
in  the  defenses  of  the  newly  fonned  line.  With  his 
command  protected,  and  all  quiet.  General  Polk  in- 
dulged  in  the  relaxation  of  "company  to  dinner,"  having 
sent  notes  of  invitation  to  Generals  Hardee  and  Hood  to 
join  him.  General  Hood,  being  indisposed,  was  com^ 
pelled  to  decline.  General  Hardee  came.  In  order  to 
give  them  the  best  entertwnment  in  his  power  the  lean  calf 
had  been  killed,  whose  dam  had  just  helped  to  appease 
the  cravii^  of  a  neighboring  re^ment.  Aaron,  the 
colored  cook,  made  the  best  of  his  scanty  resources. 
The  calf's-head  soup  was  pronounced  to  be  all  that 
could  be  desired,  and  with  jest  and  aaecdote  to  season 
the  homely  meal  the  general  and  their  aides  enjoyed  the 
dinner  with  greater  zest  than  they  -might  have  done  on 
more  formal  occasions. 

On  Thursday,  June  9,  General  Polk  rose  at  daylight 
and  rode  to  the  front,  and  afterward  to  army  head- 
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quarters  to  confer  with  the  commaading  geaeral.  In 
the  afternoon  he  superintended  a  change  of  the  position 
of  his  command,  which  was  moved  more  to  the  right, 
although  on  the  same  line. 

We  now  present,  consecutively,  extracts  from  letters 
written  by  General  Polk  to  members  of  his  family  dur- 
ing the  campaign. 

They  tell,  better  than  anything  heretofore  made  pub- 
lic, the  condition  of  the  army;  and  they  are  a  sufiident 
answer,  not  only  to  criticisms  which  have  been  directed 
against  General  Johnston's  conduct  of  its  affairs,  but 
are  also  a  reply  to  those  which  assumed  the  existence  of 
disseosioDs  between  Johnston  and  his  corps-commanders. 
Up  to  the  time  of  General  Polk's  death  nothing  of  that 
nature  was  developed,  and  the  writer  believes  that,  had 
Polk  lived.  General  Johnston  would  never  have  been 
displaced  from  the  command  of  this  army.  From  the 
close  of  the  Kentucky  campaign  until  Johnston  was 
finally  placed  in  command,  Polk,  as  we  have  seen,  con- 
tinued to  urge  his  assignment  to  the  command  of  the 
Army  of  Tennessee,  and  the  expressions  in  the  privacy 
of  these  letters  show  the  continuance  of  his  confidence 
and  r^ard. 

General  Polk's  attitude  toward  the  tale-bearers  and 
gossips  whom  the  rivalries  and  jealousies  common  to  a 
soldier's  life  seem  inevitably  to  develop  in  every  army, 
is  characteristically  expressed  in  a  reply  which  he  made 
to  one  of  them  the  day  after  the  retreat  from  Cassville. 
He  was  told  there  was  a  current  report  in  the  army  to 
the  effect  that  he  and  General  Hood  were  responsible 
for  the  fiulure  of  the  army  to  fight  at  that  position. 
"Is  that  so?"  replied  Polk.  "Well,  you  may  say  that  I 
take  all  the  blame  upon  myself."  Later,  when  one  of 
his  aides  remonstrated  with  him,  he  siud,  "Ah,  well;  let 
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it  go,  my  shoulders  are  no  doubt  broad  enough  to  bear 
it."     His  real  responsibility  we  have  already  shown. 

Altoona  Station,  six  uileb  south  of 
THE  Etowah  River,  May  21, 1864. 

My  dear  Wife:  I  informed  you  I  had  been  ordered  by  the 
President  to  turn  over  the  temporary  command  of  my  depart- 
ment to  General  Lee,  and  to  take  char^  of  so  much  of  my 
force  as  I  deemed  I  could  spare  from  the  department,  to  move 
to  the  assistance  of  General  Johnston.  I  did  so,  and  joined 
him  with  the  divisions  of  General  Loring,  General  French,  and 
General  Canty  (infantry),  and  of  General  Jackson  (of  the 
cavalry).  I  was  placed  in  command  of  the  left  wing  of  the 
army  (infantry).  After  my  army  joined  it,  I  held  Resaca 
until  General  Johnston's  forces  passed  the  Oosteuaula  at  that 
place.  .  .  .  We  lost  nothing,  and  burned  the  bridge  after 
US.  Since  that  we  have  been  falling  back  from  point  to  point, 
to  find  ground  on  which  General  Johnston  was  willing  to 
fi{^t  them.  I  think,  with  the  addition  of  force  brought  from 
Mississippi,  we  are  strong  enough  to  do  all  that  ought  to  be 
asked  of  us,  and  by  God's  blessing  to  have  our  own  way  with 
what  is  before  us.  When  General  Johnston  will  offer  battle 
I  do  not  know,  but  think  that  it  cannot  be  many  days  hence. 
The  troops  are  in  fine  spirit,  and  feel  quite  coniident  of  their 
abiUty  to  succeed  to  the  utmost  of  their  wishes. 

The  campaign  has  been  a  very  hard  one  thus  far;  a  good 
deal  of  marching  and  but  little  sleep.  ...  All  my  old  friends 
are  much  pleased  to  see  me  here  agiun,  and  the  troops  have 
received  me  with  cordial  demonstrations  of  pleasure.  All 
this  is  very  grateful  to  my  feeUnga,  and  I  hope  I  appreciate 
it  properly. 

You  will  be  interested  in  hearing  that  the  first  night  of  my 
arrival  with  the  army  I  baptized  Lieutenant-General  Hood. 
It  was  on  the  eve  of  an  expected  battle.  The  scene  was  a 
touching  one, — he,  with  one  leg,  leaning  on  his  crutches,  a 
veteran  in  the  midst  of  his  and  my  officers,  and  I  the  officiat- 
ing minister.     His  heart  was  fully  in  it.    A  few  nights  after. 
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at  the  icatance  of  General  Johnston,  and  in  compliance  ^th 
the  request  of  the  enclosed  note,  I  baptized  him  also,  lieuten- 
ant-Generals  Hardee  and  Hood  b^ng  wKnesses.  It  was  a 
deeply  solemn  scene,  and  what  a  passage  for  history! 

Neab  New  Hope  Church, 
Friday,  27iji  May,  1864. 

My  bdoped  Wife:  I  wrote  you  about  four  days  ago  statmg 
we  were  aH  well.  Since  then  I  Iiave  recraved  your  welcome 
letter,  written  on  our  wedding.da,y.  How  many  delightful  re- 
flections and  remembrances  that  day  suggests.  We  have  had 
our  trials,  dear  wife,  but  we  have  had  our  blessings  too,  and 
ohi  how  many,  in  comparison  with  the  unworthiness  of  the 
subjects  of  them!  God  be  praised  for  all  His  mercies,  but, 
above  and  beyond  all,  for  the  knowledge  and  grace  brought 
to  us  through  Hia  beloved  Son,  our  Lord  and  Saviour.  I  thank 
Him  and  praise  Him,  and  mt^nify  His  holy  name  for  all  His 
abounding  loving-kindness  and  tender  mercies.  We  have  as 
yet  not  met  the  enemy  in  a  pitched  battle,  but  I  think  we  shall 
before  many  days.  Our  troops  are  in  exceedingly  fine  spirits 
and  very  confident.  We  have,  I  think,  a  very  fine  army,  and 
one  which  is  very  united.  The  relations  between  the  general 
officers— Johnston,  Hardee,  Hood,  and  myself — are  very 
pleasant. 

I  hope  your  health  hea  become  better,  or  at  least  that  it 
will  become  so.  "Let  not  your  heart  be  troubled,  neither  let 
it  be  afraid";  your  Father's  hand  is  under  you,  and  he  will 
take  care  of  you  and  yours,  hereafter  as  heretofore.  Give  my 
tender  love  to  all  the  dear  children. 

New  Hope  Chuuch,  pAuuiraa  Cnr, 
NEAR  Marietfa,  Ga.,  June  1, 1864. 
My  dear  Wife:  1  am  in  receipt  yesterday  of  your  letter  of 
the  25th,  which  was  very  welcome,  as  it  gave  me  intelligence 
of  your  improving  health.  I  con  well  imagine  your  surprise 
at  finding  me  so  suddenly  transferred  to  the  field.  But  it  is 
what  m^t  have  been  expected,  and  considering  that  ^e 
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Army  of  the  Miarassippi  (Federal)  was  sent  here,  there  was  a 
propriety  in  the  Army  of  the  Mississippi  (Confederate)  being 
sent  also  to  confront  it.  I  have  been  very  hard  at  work  get- 
ting my  army  into  condition,  and  have  now  about  14,000 
effectives — that  is,  muskets  (independent  of  officera) — of  in- 
fantry, and  about  4,000  cavalry;  in  all,  an  army  of  about  19,000 
men. 

This  army,  too,  is  in  fine  condition  and  fine  spirile.  It  is  a 
most  welcome  addition  to  the  strength  of  Johnston.  I  think 
I  have  never  seen  the  troops,  one  and  all,  in  such  fine  spirits 
and  condition  as  they  now  are,  and  am  of  the  very  common 
opinion  that  under  God  we  shall  beat  them  when  the  colli^on 
shall  take  place.  Indeed,  tlio  army  is  just  ready  to  go  oloi^ 
itself  when  it  shall  be  put  at  its  work.  Their  numbers  are 
somewhat  larger  than  ours,  but  the  difference  is  not  such  as 
in  our  opinion  to  affect  the  result.  I  think  It  likely  we  shall 
find  it  expedient  to  pass  the  Chattahoochie,  but  the  battle  may 
happen  on  tliis  ^de. 

Lost  Mountain  P.  O.,  June  7, 1864, 

9H  MILES  FROM  MARIETTA.. 

My  bdowd  Wife:  We  are  all  well.  Our  anny  is  in  fine 
S|urits,  and,  under  God,  quite  ready  to  meet  the  enemy.  But 
he  does  not  api>ear  to  k>e  inclined  to  meet  us.  He  prefers 
operating  on  our  flanks.  I  take  it  Jotmston  will  terminate 
this  shortly.  He  is  suffering  by  delay  much  more  than  we  are. 
Indeed,  my  own  Anny  of  the  Mississippi  has  increased,  and  is 
increasing  every  day;  we  are  stronger  by  several  thousand 
than  when  I  started  from  Mississippi,  and  my  conmiand  is  in 
fine  condition,  and  is  thought  to  be  well  organized  and  equipped, 
and  the  spirit  of  its  administration  is  as  fine  as  I  could  desire, 
great  harmony  prevailing  everywhere. 

We  had,  three  nights  ago,  the  hardest  and  most  trying  march 
I  have  ever  experienced.  All  night  in  the  rain,  and  the  roads 
AS  sloppy  and  deep  as  you  may  imagine;  the  cheerful  spirits 
of  the  troops,  joking,  etc.,  was  very  striking.  I  am  ordered  to 
move  my  army  from  the  extreme  left  over  to  the  extreme 
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right  tonlay,  and  it  is  now  moving.  My  right  will  rest  on  the 
railroad  station  above  Marietta.  The  troops  ore  well  fed,  and 
we  are  getting  plenty  of  subsistence  for  the  horses.  My  staff 
is  well  oi^anized  and  quite  full,  so  there  is  no  confusion,  and 
there  is  efficiency. 

In  the  Field,  four  miles  north  of  Marietta, 
June  11,  1864. 

Thin^  are  much  as  they  have  been  for  some  days  past. 
We  have  taken  up  a  strong  position,  which  we  have  fortified 
and  now  hold,  across  the  railroad  four  miles  above  Marietta. 
The  enemy  has  rebuilt  the  ra,ilroad  bridge  across  the  Etowah, 
and  will  be  able  to  use  it  to-morrow  or  the  next  day  most 
probably.  He  is  in  the  meantime  deploying  in  our  front  so 
as  to  extend  over  the  ground  covered  by  us.  He  will  peiiiapa 
not  move  forward  until  his  supplies  get  up  by  rail;  this  may 
take  a  day  or  two.  Nor  do  I  think  he  will  attack  us  in  front. 
Ho  will  moat  probably  attempt  to  occupy  us  in  front  while  he 
attempts  to  turn  one  or  other  of  our  flanks — I  think  our  right 
flank.  Our  army  is  in  fine  condition  and  in  excellent  spiritSi 
and  I  think,  under  the  blessing  of  God,  will  do  its  duty.  We 
feci  easy  about  the  result,  though  there  must  be  inevitably  a 
good  deal  of  hard  lighting. 

I  have  never  known  the  army  to  be  so  well  clad  and  shod  and 
fed  as  at  present,  or  so  well  organized,  or  so  easily  handled. 
Its  experience  in  campaigning  has  been  highly  instructive 
and  profitable,  and  its  general  temper  \g  as  good  as  we  could 
desire.  This  is  quite  remaricable,  seeing  that  the  campaign 
from  Dalton  down  to  this  place  has  certainly  been  the  hardest 
I  have  experienced  since  the  war  began.  It  is  very  gratify- 
ii^  to  find  that  the  troops  and  the  country  appear  to  have 
undiminished  confidence  in  the  ability  and  skill  of  General 
Johnston,  and  he  seems  to  be  managing  things  very  prudently. 
Our  losses  in  the  camptdgn  have  been  comparatively  small. 
I  think  those  of  the  enemy  cannot  fall  much  short  of  20,000 
from  the  batties  and  skirmishes  and  other  causes,  bo  that 
upon  the  whole  the  situation  a  satisfactoiy.  .  .  . 
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I  continue  to  receive  every  day  freeh  accesaions  to  my  com- 
mand. My  own  health  has  at  no  time  been  better,  and  you 
may  say  to  your  mother  that  she  is  greatly  mistaken  if  she 
thinks  1  do  not  take  care  of  myself. 

We  now  give  the  last  letter  written  by  Leonidas  Polk : 
June  13,  1864. 

My  dear  Daughter:  Since  I  heard  of  your  marriage  I  have 
been  more  constantly  and  intently  engaged  than  I  have  been 
in  any  campiugn  I  have  ever  made,  and  so  have  not  found 
time  to  write  to  you  as  I  had  hoped. 

You  have  now,  my  dear  child,  entered  upon  a  new  field, 
and  under  God's  bles^ng  (upon  which,  if  you  look  to  Him, 
you  may  count)  your  future  happiness  and  success  will  de- 
pend very  much  upon  yourself.  Do  always  what  is  right,  not 
caleulatJng  what  is  expedient,  but  try  and  find  out  what  is 
i^t,  and  with  a  pure  heart  and  true  devotion  go  strught 
forward  and  do  it.  Be  always  kind  and  considerate  of  the 
feelings  and  rights  of  others,  and  you  will  be  very  apt  to  have 
your  feelii^s  and  rights  respected.  Watch  against  impatience 
of  spirit.  If  you  keep  your  heart  always  under  the  dominion 
of  the  grace  of  God's  spirit  you  will  be  very  apt  to  have  your 
own  power  of  self-control  complete  and  perfect.  That  Is  a 
thing  to  be  cidtivated,  and  is  the  fruit  of  watchfulness  and 
prayerfulnese.  Let  it  be  the  business  of  your  life  to  strive  for 
large  attfunmenta  in  that  way.  It  will  be  your  greatest  safety 
from  yourself,  the  world,  and  the  devil,  and  will  b?  a  shield 
and  tower  of  strength  for  you.  ... 

I  trust  it  cannot  be  a  great  while  before  this  war  will  be 
at  an  end,  and  we  shall  then  find  field  enough  for  us  all  to 
make  a  living  in,  and  that  we  shall  in  the  meantime  practice 
such  economy  as  shall  enable  us  to  live  through  the  war. 

I  am  now  lookii^  for  an  attack  of  the  enemy  on  our  lines, 
and  avEut  myself  of  the  pause  and  quiet  that  pievcul  to  write 
you  these  few  lines. 

Our  army  is  in  good  spirits,  and  confident,  under  the  bless- 
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ing  of  God,  of  success  in  the  coming  conflict.    It  is  abo  in 
high  condition.    Our  truet  is  in  God. 

May  the  good  Lord  bless  and  keep  you  and  yours,  my  dear 
child,  in  all  your  coining  experiences  and  trial  of  life,  and 
afterward  recave  you  to  ^ory,  is  the  prayer  of  your  affec- 
tionate fath».  L.  Polk. 

On  the  momiog  of  Friday,  June  10,  b^ore  leaving 
his  headquarters  on  his  daily  round.  General  Polk  gave 
orders  to  have  them  removed  to  the  dwelling  of  Mr. 
Hardige,  a  mile  nearer  Marietta.  There  were  several 
young  grandchildren  of  hie  host,  Mr.  Kirk,'  who  had 
been  objects  of  interest  to  the  staff,  but  to  no  one  of 
them  more  than  to  General  Polk.  One  of  his  aides 
had  ^ven  each  of  the  children  a  plate  of  sorghum  mo- 
lasses aa  a  treat  before  leaving.  They  had  made  good 
use  of  it,  and  bountifully  smeared  their  lips  and  cheeks 
with  its  sweetness.  In  this  plight  General  Polk  found 
them  as  he  was  about  to  leave.  He  stooped  down  and 
raised  a  curly-headed  girl  of  four  summers,  of  whom  he 
had  become  very  fond,  and  set  her  on  his  knee,  to  ^ve 
her  a  parting  kiss.  After  several  attempts  he  said  as  if 
to  himself,  "  I  can't  find  a  spot  clean  enough  to  kiss,"  and 
then  to  an  officer  near,  "I  have  a  great  mind  to  get  some 
water  and  wash  her  face;  do  you  think  her  mother  would 
care?"  He  took  another  look,  got  in  a  kiss  somewhere 
amidst  the  molasses,  and,  letting  her  gently  down  from 
his  knee,  moved  away. 

The  enemy  now  appeared  in  front,  and  there  was 
heavy  skirmishing  all  along  the  line. 

Saturday,  June  11,  set  in  gloomy  and  rwny.  Mr. 
Hardige's  dwelling,  General  Polk's  present  headquarters, 
was  four  miles  from  Marietta,  on  the  Lost  Mountun 
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road,  almost  under  the  shadow  of  Kenesaw  Mount^n. 
It  was  a  frame  bouse,  with  the  body  of  it  partitioned 
into  two  rooms.  A  piazza  extended  along  the  front  of 
the  dwelling,  and  one  end  of  it  was  boarded  in  so  as  to 
form  a  room,  which  was  set  apart  for  him.  It  was  fur- 
nished with  a  single  bed,  a  small  table,  and  a  chur.  On 
the  tahle  were  inkstand,  pens,  paper,  and  envelopes, 
such  as  the  hard  fortunes  of  the  Confederacy  afforded, 
together  with  maps  of  the  surrounding  country.  In  a 
corner  stood  his  sword.  In  front  of  the  house,  a  little 
to  one  side,  within  call,  was  a  large  teat,  which  was  his 
adjutant^neral's  ofBce,  while  the  wooded  slope  of  an 
adjacent  lot  was  whitened  with  the  tents  and  enlivened 
by  the  camp-fires  of  his  general  staff  and  his  escort,  the 
Orleans  light-horse. 
We  quote  again  from  Colonel  Gale's  diary: 

-  To-day  several  deu^ia  for  corps,  diviuon  and  brigade 
flags  were  submitted  to  the  general,  and  for  his  headquarters 
he  selected  a  white  cross  on  a  red  field,  with  the  remark  that 
he  liked  it  beat  because  of  the  emblem,  "Purity  upon  a  field 
of  blood."  In  the  afternoon  he  rode  to  the  front  and  thence 
to  army  headquarters,  returning  at  night  during  a  heavy  run. 

On  Sunday,  June  12,  the  morning  broke  foggy  and 
rmny.  For  twelve  successive  days  it  had  rained  more 
or  less  heavily.  The  roads  were  almost  impassable, 
and  the  condition  of  the  men  in  the  trenches  was  de- 
plorable. 

General  Folk  seemed  more  abstracted  to^y  than  usual. 
He  kept  his  room  and  was  engaged  in  reading  his  Bible  and 
some  Uttle  books  which  had  been  prepared  by  Dr.  Quintard, 
and  adapted  to  the  use  of  the  soldiers  as  a  convenient  substi- 
tute for  the  Book  of  Conunon  Prayer.  The  general  seemed 
deeply  interested,  as  he  was  observe  to  be  intently  reading 
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them  by  an  officer  who  had  occasion  to  enter  his  room  on 
official  bu^ess.  The  nun  waa  still  pouring  down  throu^ 
the  rising  fog.  An  occasional  shot  from  the  akinnish-tine, 
as  it  sent  ,itA  deadened  report  through  the  heavy  ^,  was 
all  that  reminded  us  that  the  enemy  was  still  near.    About 

10  A.M.,  the  general  came  out  and  said  to  an  officer  of  his 
staff  that  he  would  like  to  read  the  church  service.  The 
announcement  gave  general  satisfaction,  and  in  a  few  mo- 
ments the  family  atting-room  was  made  ready,  and  the  audience 
assembled.  A  small  table  placed  near  a  window  served  as  a 
desk.  The  room,  the  house,  the  piazza,  were  filled  with  men 
in  gray,  and,  as  there  was  not  apace  enough  inMde,  quite  a 
number  stood  near  the  windows  and  doors  and  under  the 
dripping  eaves;  their  rapt  attention  gave  evidence  of  their 
interest  in  the  occasion.  Of  those  who  were  within,  some 
eat  in  ch^rs,  some  on  the  floor,  and  othera  stood  durii^  the 
whole  service,  while  those  without,  drawing  their  hats  down 
over  their  necks,  stood  patiently  while  the  pouring  rain  ran 
in  rivulets  down  their  shoulders.  With  dignity  and  solemnity 
worthy  of  a  prophet  of  old,  the  general  read  the  service  through- 
out, and  joined  in  the  mging  of  a  psalm  and  hymn,  his  whole 
manner  being  remarkable  for  its  impresaivencss  and  devotion. 
In  a  voice  tremulous  with  emotion  he  read  the  concluding 
prayer,  and,  asking  a  blessing,  sat  down  in  profound  silence. 
This  was  the  last  time  he  ever  read  the  service  of  the  Church. 

The  moroiog  of  Monday,  June  13,  broke  like  the  day 
before  it,  fo^y  and  rmny.  As  all  was  quiet  In  front, 
General  Polk  remained  within  doors,  writing.     About 

11  A.M.  he  received  the  following  note  from  generaj  head- 
quarters: 

9.30  A.M.,  June  13, 1864. 
General:  You  will  do  me  a  favor  by  giving  me  the  benefit 
of  your  opinion  on  the  subject  of  the  mode  of  occupying  our 
intrenchmeots  to  the  best  advantage.  It  is  important  that 
we  should  keep  in  our  works  only  the  number  of  men  neces- 
sary to  hold  them,  that  we  may  have  a  strong  movable  force. 
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For  the  line  you  now  occupy,  how  mauy  men,  on  an  avert^^, 
would  be  necessary  for  each  one  hundred  yards,  and  how  many 
gun:;  for  the  front? 

I  respectfully  suggest  that  your  artillery  officer  and  Briga- 
dierGeneral  Shoup  together  examine  the  hne  from  your  right 
to  General  Hood's,  to  determine  what  number  of  guns  can  be 
advantageously  placed  upon  it. 

Very  respectfully, 

J.  B.  Johnston. 

LlEUTSNANl^ENERAL  PoLK. 

To  this  General  Polk  replied: 

June  13,1864,  L.TOrm. 

General:  I  have  had  a  conference  with  my  divi^on  com- 
manders, and  have  arrived  at  the  conclusian  that  I  could,  in 
case  of  an  attack  by  us  on  the  enemy,  hold  the  line  now  occu- 
pied by  my  command  with  a  fraction  more  than  one-third  of 
its  whole  force,  say  5,000  men.  That  presumes  that  tho 
other  two-thirds  are  out  of  the  trenches,  in  the  rear  of  the  line. 
and  held  ready  to  be  employed,  either  to  support  the  right  or 
the  left,  or  to  be  used  to  support  the  front  hne  should  it  be 
attacked.  I  am  in  receipt  of  your  note  from  General  Hood, 
and  perceive  he  makes  about  the  same  estimate.  I  will  call 
this  evening  and  see  you. 

Yours  respectfully, 
L.  Polk,  Lievlenant-Gerteral. 

GBNERAL  J.  E.  JOHVSTON. 

General  Polk  went  to  ajiny  headquarters  and  had  a 
cotksuitation  with  the  commanding  general,  who  ex- 
pressed a  desire  to  make  a  personal  inspection,  on  the 
following  morning,  of  an  advanced  position,  held  by  the 
division  of  Major-General  Bate,  on  Pine  Mountain,  and 
he  requested  General  Polk  to  accompany  him  and  assist 
in  the  examination.  An  appointment  for  that  purpose 
having  been  made,  General  Polk  returned  to  bis  head- 
quarters. 
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The  morning  of  Tuesday,  June  14,  dawned  clear,  and 
the  rainy  season  seemed  to  be  over.  General  Polk  took 
an  early  breakfast,  and  his  horse  was  ready  to  be  mounted 
as  soon  as  General  Johnston  appeared.  In  the  meantime 
be  sent  the  following,  bis  last  order,  to  Major-Geueral 
French: 

June  14, 1864,  8  a.m. 

General:  General  Polk  dedres  you  to  extend  your  present 
line,  at  once,  to  the  left,  so  as  to  cover  the  recent  line  occupied 
by  General  CaJity.        Reax)ectfully, 

Thos.  M.  Jack,  A.  A.-G. 

Major-General  French. 

He  then  sent  verbal  directions  to  General  French  to 
extend  bis  skirmbhers  so  as  to  connect  with  the  skirmiab 
line  of  General  Hardee,  the  writer  being  charged  with 
the  delivery  of  this  message  and  the  supen^ion  of  the 
execution  of  its  details.' 

General  Johnston  arrived  soon  after  8  a.m.  General 
Folk  mounted  and  rode  with  him  toward  the  headquar- 
ters of  General  Hardee,  who  was  to  join  them  in  the  ex- 
amination. Each  general  was  attended  by  several  mem- 
bers of  his  staff.  General  Polk  was  accompanied  by 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Jack,  A.  A.-G.,  Colonel  W.  D.  Gale,' 
A.-D.-C.,  Major  Frank  McNairy,  volunteer  A.-D.-C., 
and  Lieutenant  Hopkins  of  the  Orleans  Ught-horse.  The 
party  reached  the  quarters  of  Graieral  Hardee  about 
10  A.U.  saA  dismounted;  after  a  short  consultation  all  ^ 
mounted  again  and  rode  forward.  In  a  few  minutes  they 
were  on  the  main  line  of  the  intrenchments,  through 

1  General  Polk  caUed  the  nrriter  to  him,  and  leaning  upon  hia  ahoul- 
dcr.  drew  the  line  of  battle  upon  the  ground  with  the  toe  of  his  boot. 
Than,  explaining  what  was  needed,  he  directed  him  to  execute  it,  and 
after  that  to  report  back  to  headquarters  tuid  await  his  return. 

■  The  account  of  thia  ride  and  Oenctal  Pulk'a  death  ii  taken  from  the 
notes  of  GeuDral  Polk's  aide.  Colonel  W.  D.  Gale. 
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which  they  passed  and  continued  their  course  for  nearly 
a  mile,  when  they  dismounted  behind  a  sharp  Mil,  known 
aa  Hne  Mountain,  and  moved  cautiously  over  the  top, 
and  then  down  a  few  yards  to  a  small  earthwork,  occu- 
pied by  a  battery  and  its  supports. 

On  reaching  the  crest  of  the  hill  the  spectators  had  a 
full  view  of  the  surrounding  country,  over  which  sun- 
shine and  shadow  moved,  keeping  pace  with  the  slowly 
drifting  clouds.  Both  Unes  of  battle  were  plainly  vis- 
ible. Bodies  of  men  could  be  seen,  busy  with  axe  and 
spade.  Guns  were  being  placed  in  position.  Groups  of 
officers  could  be  distinguished  moving  about  behind  the 
lines.  The  adjacent  fields  were  white  with  the  covers  of 
a  thousand  wagons.  In  the  distance,  to  the  front,  lay 
the  hills  of  Etowah;  to  the  right,  the' peaks  of  Kenesaw. 

The  constant  firing  of  the  heavy  lines  of  skirmishers, 
reinforced  here  and  there  by  the  guns  of  some  battery, 
whose  position  was  marked  by  the  white  smoke  which  in 
the  still  air  settled  about  it — all  combined  to  make  the 
scene  one  of  unusual  beauty  and  grandeur.  In  the  en- 
thusiasm of  the  moment  some  of  the  officers  stood  on 
the  parapet  and  exposed  themselves  to  the  sharp  gaze  of 
hostile  eyes.  The  men  of  the  battery  vainly  warned 
them  of  the  danger.  While  they  were  speaking  there 
was  a  flash,  a  puff  of  smoke,  a  sharp  report,  and  in  an 
instant  fragments  of  splintered  rock  and  flying  earth 
scattered  around  them,  as  a  shot  was  buried  in  the  para- 
pet. The  officers  separated,  each  seeking  some  place  of 
greater  safety.  General  Johnston  and  General  Polk 
moved  together  to  the  left,  and  stood  for  a  few  moments 
in  earnest  conversation  behind  a  parapet.  Several  shots 
now  passed  together  just  above  the  parapet  and  touched 
the  crest  of  the  hill.  Generals  Johnston  and  Polk,  hav- 
ing apparently  completed  their  observations,  began  to 
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retrace  their  steps.  General  Johnston  fell  a  few  pacca 
behind,  and  diverged  to  the  right;  General  Polk  walked 
to  the  crest  of  the  hill,  and,  entirely  exposed,  turned  him- 
self around,  as  if  to  take  a  farewell  view.  Folding  his 
arms  across  his  breast,  he  stood  intently  gazing  on  the 
scene  below.  While  he  thus  stood,  a  cannon-^hot  crashed 
through  his  breast,  and  opening  a  wide  door,  let  free  that 
indomitabk  spirit.  Amid  the  shot  and  shell  now  poured 
upon  the  hill,  his  faithful  escort  gathered  up  the  body  and 
bore  it  to  the  foot  of  the  hill.  There,  in  a  sheltered 
ravine,  his  sorrow-stricken  comrades,  silent  and  in  tears, 
gathered  around  his  mangled  corpse.' 

Hardee,  bending  over  the  lifeless  form,  said  to  Johit- 
ston,  "General,  this  has  been  a  dear  visit.  We  have  lost 
a  brave  man,  whose  death  leaves  a  vacancy  not  ea^ly 
filled";  then,  kneeling  by  the  side  of  the  dead  body,  he 
exclaimed:  "My  dear,  dear  friend,  little  did  I  think  this 
morning  that  I  should  be  called  upon  to  witness  this." 
Johnston,  with  tears  in  his  eyes,  knelt  and  laid  his  hand 
upon  the  cold  brow  of  the  fallen  hero,  saying,  "We  have 
lost  much!     I  would  rather  anything  but  this." 

During  the  afternoon  Hood  wrote  to  Johnston:  "I  am 
too  sad  to  come  over  this  evening.  It  is  hard  that  one 
BO  noble,  generous,  and  brave  as  our  friend  should  be 
taken  from  ua." 


■  This  account  of  the  death  of  Leonidas  Polk  is  eiven  in  the  words  of 
hie  ^de.  Col.  W.  D.  Gale,  who  was  Bniioudynatcbiag  him  sa  he  stood, 
lieut.  Aristide  Hopkins  and  Col.  Gale  were  the  first  of  his  staff  to  reach 
him.  Lieut.  Hoplcink  states.  "  I  saw  General  Pollc  alone,  on  the  very 
crest  of  the  hill,  with  arms  croascJ  and  loobinB  intently  to  his  front,  aa 
though  loath  to  leave  the  spot.  It  was  always  the  habit  of  his  staff,  in 
the  General's  frequent  moments  of  unnecessary  eipoaurc.  to  try  and 
draw  him  from  these  places  of  danger.  Id  an  instant  I  was  at  his  aide, 
but.  alas,  too  late,  for  nt  that  very  instant  be  was  struck." — Address 
before  Camp  BcaureRard.  No.  30,  Louisiana  Division,  Confederate 
Veterans,  April  10,  1907. 
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The  news  went  along  the  line  from  left  to  right  that 
Polk  had  fallen.  It  reached  the  pickets,  passed  from 
them  to  the  enemy  in  front,  then  to  their  comrades  in 
the  rear.  Before  his  limbs  were  become  rigid  in  death, 
his  fall  was  known  in  Washington  as  well  as  Richmond. 

His  body  was  at  length  placed  in  an  ambulance,  and 
the  mournful  cavalcade  slowly  and  silently  retraced  its 
steps,  and  followed  his  remains  to  headquarters.  "Jerry," 
the  noble  roan  he  had  ridden  in  nearly  all  bis  marches 
and  battles,  was  led  riderless  in  front. 

That  afternoon  the  following  general  order  to  the 
army  marked  the  end  of  the  eventful  career  of  Leonidas 
Polk: 

Hbadquarters,  Armt  or  Tennessee, 
In  the  Field,  June  14, 1864. 
General  Field  Orders  No.  2. 

Comrades:     You  are  called  to  mourn  your  first  captun,  your 
oldest  companion  in  arms.     Lieutenant-General  Polk  fell  to-  . 
day  at  the  outpost  of  this  army, — the  army  be  raised  and 
commanded,  in  all  of  whose  trials  he  shared,  to  all  of  whose 
victories  he  contributed. 

In  this  diBtinguiahed  leader  we  have  lost  the  most  courteous 
of  gentlemen,  the  most  gallant  of  soldiers. 

The  Christian,  patriot,  soldier,  has  nether  lived  nor  died  in 
vain.     His  example  is  before  you;  his  mantle  Testa  with  you. 
J.  £.  Johnston,  General. 

KiNLocK  Falconer,  A.  A.-G. 
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New  Tobk,  June  25, 1878. 
Dr.  W.  M.  P01.K,  288  Fifth  Avenue,  New  York. 

Dear  Sir:  In  reply  to  your  note  of  the  20th  inst.,  asMng  me 
to  give  you  my  recollections  ol  the  circnmstanees  in  regard  to 
th»  retreat  of  the  Confederate  ftrmiee  from  Caesville,  Qa.,  to 
the  south  side  of  the  Etowah  River,  I  will  state  the  facts  as 
0ODaect«d  with  myself,  as  follows: 

At  the  time  when  the  Confederate  armies  of  Tennessee  and 
Mississippi,  under  the  command  of  Qeneml  J.  E.  Johnston,  and 
the  Federal  armies  under  General  Sherman,  were  mancea- 
vering  in  the  neighborhood  of  Casaville,  I  had  nearly  com- 
pleted my  Journey  from  Demopolis,  Ala,,  to  that  town,  to  join 
Lieutenant- Qeneral  Polk,  commanding  the  Army  of  Missis- 
sippi, who  was  with  Genera)  Johnston  in  that  vicinity.  I  had 
crossed  the  oountry  in  company  with  a  part  of  that  command. 
I  arrived  at  the  Casaville  railway  station  about  half -past  three 
or  fonr  o'clock  of  the  aft«moon  of  the  19th  of  May,  1864,  and 
met  one  of  our  stafF,  who  informed  me  that  the  lieutenant- 
general  detdred  to  see  me  as  soon  as  I  arrived.  I  passed  on 
without  delay  to  his  headquarters,  about  half  a  mile  to  the 
northeast  of  the  railway  station,  and  met  Qeneml  Polk  at  the 
door  of  the  cabin  used  for  headquarter  purposes.  I  entered 
immediately,  and  he  placed  a  skeleton  map  before  me,  giving 
the  surrounding  country,  tmd  pointed  oat  the  positions  of  the 
■  Confederate  forces,  and  the  known  and  supposed  locations  of 
the  Federals,  giving  such  additional  information  as  to  enable 
me  to  fully  understand  the  actual  condition  of  affairs.  This 
was  done  rapidly.  He  then  requested  me  to  go  at  once  and 
examine  the  extreme  right  of  his  line,  as  he  considered  it  un- 
tenable for  defense. 

376 
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FinL  He  deffired  me  to  form  an  opimon  if,  by  oonstraot- 
ing  &  rifle-pit,  hia  line  oould  be  beld  against  such  an  attaek  as 
might  be  reasonably  expected  in  the  moming. 

Second.  To  oarefoUy  examine  that  part  of  the  line  enfiladed, 
to  see  if  it  was  possible  to  constrnct  traverses  to  enable  him 
to  hold  the  position  on  the  defensive. 

Third.  To  ezaniine  the  ground  immediately  in  hia  front,  m 
reference  to  advancing,  and  to  note  in  reference  the  positions 
then  oooupied  by  the  several  batteries  in  front  and  to  the 
right  of  Lieutenant-Qeneral  Hood's  line. 

Fourth.  If  these  batteries  to  the  &ont  and  ri^t  of  Hood's 
line  conld  be  taken  by  special  movement. 

These  explanations,  noting  them  down  and  getting  a  trac- 
ing of  the  skeleton  map,  required  about  thirty  minntes,  and  I 
started  for  that  part  of  the  line  in  question,  General  Polk  im- 
pressing apon  me  the  necessity  of  reaching  that  part  of  the 
line  as  soon  as  possible,  as  I  would  only  have  about  two  hours 
of  daylight  to  make  the  examinations.  Furnishing  me  with  a 
fresh  horse,  one  of  his  own,  and  the  necessary  guides  from  bis 
escort,  I  reached  the  ground  in  fifteen  minutes.  I  was  in- 
stmcted  to  return  as  soon  after  dark  as  possible,  for,  if  neces- 
sary, an  invitation  would  be  sent  to  General  Johnston  to  come 
to  his  (General  Polk's)  headquarters.  Lientenant-Oeneral 
Hood  was,  I  think,  with  General  Polk  when  I  left 

Arriving  upon  the  line  of  battle,  I  found  Major-Qeneral 
French's  division  (Army  of  the  Mississippi)  located  on  the 
extreme  right  of  the  army,  and  occupying  the  part  of  the 
line  in  question.  To  his  right  was  the  line  of  Lientenant- 
General  Hood's  corps  (Army  of  Tennessee),  forming  the  ex- 
treme right  of  the  Confederate  infantry  forces. 

The  crest  of  the  ridge  occupied  by  French's  division  was 
about  140  feet  above  the  plain  or  valley  in  which  the  town  of 
Cassville  is  located.  Thb  ridge  is  cut  across  by  a  ravine  of 
about  50  feet  deep,  its  sides  rising  from  the  bottom  on  either 
side  at  about  30  degrees.  The  location  of  this  ravine  on 
French's  line  was  500  or  600  feet  to  the  left  of  his  extreme 
right.  To  the  left  of  this  ravine,  for  1200  or  1500  feet,  the 
ereat  of  the  ridge  was  entirely  open,  as  was  to  the  rear  for  800 
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at  1000  feet  Thera  were  a  feir  scattered  trees  of  Btimtad 
growth  in  and  abont  the  ravine.  The  remaining  portion  of 
QeDeral  French's  line  to  the  left  and  to  the  roar  was  timbered, 
as  also  to  the  front  for  100  to  800  feet,  iscreasinK  in  depth 
toward  the  left.  The  ground  to  the  front  of  the  left  half  of 
his  line  desoanded  abont  140  feet  for  half  a  mile,  oontanning 
on  to  CawviUe,  about  one  and  a  qiiarter  miles  to  the  uorthweet 
of  his  left.  The  ground  in  front  of  the  right  half  of  his  line 
descended  abont  100  feet  on  the  left  and  80  feet  on  the  right, 
for  a  distance  of  one  half  mile  on  the  left,  and  one  fourth  of  a 
mile  on  the  extreme  right,  then  ascending  to  80  feet  on  the 
left  and  100  on  the  right  to  a  ridge  opposite  and  due  north. 
This  opposing  ridge  passed  on  a  line  about  23  degrees  south 
of  west,  forming  an  angle  with  General  Polk's  line  of  defense 
of  abont  25  d^trees,  and  forming  something  less  of  an  angle 
with  Lieutenant -Qeneral  Hood's  line.  This  opposite  ridge 
was  occupied  by  the  enemy;  theb  left  resting  on  a  point  about 
one  and  a  quarter  miles  northeast,  on  a  prolongation  of  Gen- 
eral PoUt's  line,  and  from  one  half  to  three  quarters  of  a  mile 
in  front  of  Lieutenant- Goueral  Hood's,  and  pasdng  on  to  the 
westward  at  a  distance  of  one  half  a  mile  to  one  and  a  quarter 
miles  north  of  General  Polk's,  and  in  front  of  his  extreme  ri^t. 
The  line  occupied  by  the  enemy  on  the  oppoang  ridge  was 
from  20  to  40  feet  higher  than  the  position  of  Uenetal  Hood's 
line,  and  from  40  to  60  feet  higher  than  General  Polk's.  The 
batteries  of  the  enemy  were  posted  on  the  most  prominent  and 
available  points  along  their  ridge,  extending  for  a  mile  from 
their  extreme  left  toward  their  right,  reaching  a  point  to  the 
north  and  front  of  General  Polk's  eztreme  right,  and  directly 
in  front  of  the  ravine,  and  open  part  of  French's  lines.  These 
batteries  enfiladed  and  cross-tired  upon  the  entire  open  crest 
from  45  to  60  degrees,  and  with  a  plunging  fire  from  20  to  60 
feet,  and  sweeping  through  the  ravine  and  across  the  rear  of 
the  ridge  to  a  distance  of  about  1000  feet — this  rear  Are  being 
still  more  plunging  than  that  on  the  crest 

There  was  no  cover  for  the  men  within  a  reasonable  dis- 
tance to  the  crest,  for,  from  the  extreme  positions  of  the  left 
batteries  of  the  enemy,  it  would  not  be  neoeeeary  for  them  to 
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cease  firing,  dnring  an  attack,  until  their  infantry  had  reaohed 
a  line  very  dose  to  the  crest  of  tlie  ridge  ooonpied  by  Polk's 
command. 

The  extreme  right  or  eastern  batteries  of  the  enemy  neces- 
sarily enfiladed  a  oonsderable  portion  of  Qeneral  Hood's  line. 
Having  made  these  examinations  and  noted  them  down,  I 
formed  the  following  opinions : 

Fint.  That  the  right  of  the  line  occapied  by  Lientenant- 
Oeneral  Polk's  command  oonld  not  be  held  as  it  then  was,  nor 
conld  it  be  held  byoonstmcting  a  rifle-pit  along  the  crest 

Seeond.  That  traverses  would  be  of  no  avail  either  for  the 
rifle-pits  apon  the  crest  or  as  a  covered  way  to  the  rear,  as 
such  traverses  woold  cover  nearly  the  entire  sorfaoe. 

Third.  That  it  was  extremely  hazardous  for  Lieiit«nant- 
General  Polk  to  advance  his  line  to  make  an  attack  apon  the 
enemy  while  their  batteries  held  the  positions  they  occupied. 

Fourth.  As  to  forming  an  opinion  as  to  tlie  taking  of  these 
left  batteries  of  the  enemy  by  special  flank  movement :  This 
I  could  not  do,  as  I  was  unable  to  examine  to  the  right  of 
Cteueral  Hood's  line,  as  it  had  grown  dark ;  bat,  judging  from 
the  stream  as  locat«d  on  the  skeleton  map,  there  must  have 
been  a  very  narrow  ridge  to  approach  the  enemy  upon  their 
left. 

At  the  time  I  arrived  about  the  center  of  General  Polk's 
ri^t,  where  the  opeu  crest  of  the  ridge  oommenoed,  I  found 
a  very  heavy  enfilading  and  oross  fire  going  on  from  the 
enemy's  batteries ;  there  were  but  a  few  sentinels  remaining 
apon  the  crest.  The  main  body  of  men  intended  to  occrnpy 
this  part  of  the  lino  were  compiled  to  withdraw  to  the  right 
and  left  at  the  foot  of  the  ridge,  out  of  sight,  but  not  out  of 
range  of  the  enemy's  batteries.  I  found  that  Major-Genertd 
French  had  one  or  two  batteries  in  porition  upon  this  part  of 
the  line  near  the  ravine;  and  while  they  were  coming  into 
their  positions,  and  before  the  g^uns  could  be  unUmbered, 
from  one  to  two  horses  of  each  piece  were  killed.  On  my  re- 
turn over  this  part  of  the  line  about  dark,  the  fire  from  the 
enemy  had  nearly  ceased. 

Having  completed  this  reoonnaissanoe,  I  returned  to  Lien- 
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tenant -General  Polt'a  headquarters  just  after  dark.  I  placed 
before  him  my  sketches  and  notes,  and  explained  t«  him  sub- 
stantially these  facta.  Lieutenant- General  Polk  sent  at  once 
to  ask  General  Johuaton  to  come  to  his  headqou-ters.  Lieu- 
tenant-Generat  Hood  was  already  mth  General  Polk.  General 
Johnston  arrived  about  nine  o'clock.  I  remained  in  \he  cabin 
daring  the  conversation  as  to  holding  the  position  then  occu- 
pied, or  advancing'  or  retiring  the  armies  to  the  south  of  the 
Etowah  River,  about  seven  miles  to  our  rear.  Lieutenant- 
General  Polk  expressed  himself  convinced  that  he  could  not 
hold  hia  line  gainst  attack,  and  that  Major-Qeneral  French, 
who  occupied  that  part  of  his  line  in  queation,  waa  of  the 
same  opinion,  as  was  his  (General  Polk's]  engineer  (myself), 
who  had  examined  the  position  and  reported  that  traveraea 
would  be  of  no  avaU.  Lieutenant-General  Hood  stated  that 
he  was  also  convinced  that  neither  he  nor  General  Polk  could 
hold  thoir  lines  for  an  hour  against  such  an  attack  as  they 
might  certainly  expect  in  the  mnming. 

These  generals  both  advocating  to  the  commanding  general 
to  take  the  offensive  and  advance  on  the  enemy  from  these 
lines,  in  reference  to  thia  proposed  forward  movement, 
General  Johnston's  attention  waa  particularly  called  to  the 
advantages  of  taking  possession  of  the  positions  occupied  by 
the  batteries  of  the  enemy  on  their  extreme  left,  eifher  by  a 
special  flank  movement,  or  by  prompt  action  at  the  time  when 
the  Confederate  lines  would  be  advanced.  Lieutenant-Gen- 
eral  Polk  expressed  himself  entirely  willing  and  ready  to  co- 
operate with  Lieutenant- General  Hood  to  accomplish  this 
object.  After  some  moments  of  silence.  General  Johnston 
decided  to  withdraw  the  armies  to  the  south  of  the  Gtewab. 
Soon  after  this,  Lieutenant-General  Hardee  arrived.  General 
Johnston  informed  him  of  the  decision  to  cross  the  river, 
stating  that  Generals  Polk  and  Hood  had  informed  him  that 
they  could  not  hold  their  lines.  Lieutenant-General  Hood 
then  restated  the  reasons,  and  said  that  Lieutenant-General 
Polk  could  not  hold  his  line  an  hour,  nor  cotild  he  (Hood)  hold 
his  two  hours,  if  attacked  in  the  morning.  Lieutenant-General 
Polk  again  explained  the  facts  as  they  existed  in  reference 
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to  his  line,  and  stated  his  willm§piesa  to  aaaume  the  ofEeusive 
at  any  time,^then,  or  in  the  mommg, — rather  than  to  await 
theattaokoftlie  enemy  in  his  (Polk's)  present  j>osition.  Upon 
these  points  Generals  Polk  and  Hood  entirely  agreed,  urging 
the  offenidve  rather  than  avrait  the  enemy,  Lieutenant- 
Oeneral  Hardee  made  but  few,  if  any,  remarks  that  I  heard. 
After  a  few  moments  General  Johnston  gave  the  orders  for 
the  armies  to  move  to  the  south  side  of  the  Etowah. 

Lieutenant-General  Polk  called  to  his  as4stant  adjntant- 
general  to  issne  the  orden  to  hxa  division  commanders;  this 
was  about  half-past  ten  or  eleven  o'clock.  The  orders  to 
Major-Oeneral  Loring  (Army  of  Mississippi)  were  given  to 
me  to  dehver ;  also  one  to  him  to  order  to  teport  to  me  an 
ofQcer  with  three  hundred  men,  to  occupy  the  exposed  part 
of  Major-General  French's  line  as  soon  as  his  command  was 
withdrawn.  I  was  Instructed  by  General  Polk  to  place  this 
detail  along  that  part  of  the  line,  and  keep  up  such  fires  as 
would  indicate  the  presence  of  the  withdrawn  command,  and 
to  cut  timber  and  drive  stakes  to  indicate  that  works  were 
being  thrown  up,  and  to  remain  ttiere  until  daylight,  and 
observe  the  movements  of  the  enemy  before  leaving. 

I  went  at  once  to  General  Loring's  headquarters  on  the 
left  of  the  Casaville  road,  saw  that  general,  and  delivered  the 
orders;  obtained  the  officer  and  detail,  and  arrived  at  Gen- 
eral French's  line  about  half-past  eleven  o'clock,  and  found 
that  command  ready  to  move ;  by  twelve  o'clock  midnight 
they  had  withdrawn,  and  the  detail  was  posted  with  a  few 
men  out  in  front. 

It  was  a  calm,  dear,  starl^ht  night,  and  the  position  of 
the  enemy  upon  the  opposite  ridge  was  clearly  seen  without 
their  fires,  which  could  be  traced  along  their  line,  and  the 
cutting  of  the  limbers  could  be  distinctly  heard  and  located. 
In  addition  to  the  enemy's  location  upon  the  crest  of  the 
ridge,  and  passing  throi^h  or  jnst  in  front  of  the  town  of 
Cassville,  and  on  the  west,  there  were  also  strong  indications 
of  an  advance  line  upon  the  plain  nearer  to  the  foot  of  the 
ridge  occupied  by  us ;  and  their  chopping  and  driving  rails  was 
very  distinct,  and  their  voices  could  oooaaionally  be  heard. 


n,g,t,7.dt,'G00glc 


382  APPENDIX  TO  CHAPTER  IX. 

The  work  of  the  detail  wae  kept  up  daring  the  night;  at 
daylight  I  inatraeted  the  ofBoer  to  Bssemble  the  men  to  the 
rear.  During  this  time  of  preparing  to  leave  the  line,  I 
oloeely  observed  the  enemy  and  his  positionB  through  a  very 
strong  fleld-glasa.  I  found  that  many  of  the  enemy's  bat- 
teries along  the  ridge  had  been  advanced,  and  their  principal 
and  somewhat  intrenched  lines  appeared  to  leave  the  ridge 
at  a  point  about  a  mile  east  of  GassviUe,  and  passing  to  the 
south  of  west,  full  half  a  mile  in  front  of  lines  of  the  previous 
evening.  It  appeared  that  the  enemy  had  been  aware  of  the 
movements  of  the  Confederate  armies,  and  their  line  ad- 
vanced during  the  night  was  now  vacated,  and  there  were 
trains  and  artillery  moving  to  the  west  upon  the  Kingston 
road,  and  solid  bodies  of  infantry  moving  in  the  same 
direction. 

The  detail  having  been  assembled,  I  placed  them  upon  a 
by-road  to  Cassville  station,  on  the  main  road  to  Cartersville. 
I  instructed  the  officer  to  proceed  to  the  south  side  of  the 
Etowah  River  by  way  of  the  CartereviUe  bridge,  and  to  re- 
port back  to  his  division  commanders.  I  passed  on  to  cross 
the  river  at  Uiis  same  point,  arriving  there  about  half-past 
ton  o'clock,  and  found  the  Army  of  the  Mistdssippi  nearly 
over  to  the  south  side  of  the  river,  which  was  accomplished 
by  noon.  y^  j^jy  ^^^^ 

Waivteb  J.  MOBBIS, 

Captain  Engineer  Corps,  C.  S.  Army, 

and  Chief  Engineer  <tf  tht  Amy  of  MiagiesippL 

N.  B.    Enclosed  herewith  you  will  find  a  map^  made  by 
me  from  my  notes  taken  at  the  time  of  reconnaissance. 
Yours,  eto., 

W.  J.  M. 

iSeept.zlU.,pl«telxU.,No.TlL,Mmi»"Offlol>lBeeoid«,'WsrofIteb«a- 
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BUBLLL. 

Junk  14  to  June  29,  1864. 

BemoTftl  of  OenenJ  Polk's  body  to  Atlaot* — Servloes  %t  St.  Luke's 
Clmrch. —  Anival  >t  Augusta. — Lying  In  Btite. — The  funenl  pmces- 
don. —  The  bnriiil  servtoe  of  the  Church. — Committed  to  earth. —  Inme- 
morlBm. — A  shepherd  to  the  last Blood-etained  menunlals. —  Testi- 
mony of  oommdea  in  amiB.— Preddent  DatIs's  tarlbnt« Tributes  from 

brothers  in  the  CThnrch.— Eztnwt  from  Bishop  Elliott's  "Bmlal  Ad- 
dress."—  Undet  theshadov  of  tfae<g«wi. 

The  body  of  General  Polk  was  taken  to  the  railway 
station  daring  the  afternoon  for  the  purpose  of  bein^ 
removed  to  Atianta.  On  reaching  that  place  it  was  re- 
ceived by  a  committee  of  the  city,  and  placed  within  the 
chancel  of  St.  Luke's.  Clothed  in  Confederate  uniform,  it 
rested  with  a  cross  of  white  roses  upon  the  breast,  and  by 
the  cofSn's  side  lay  his  sword.  Throughout  the  morning 
the  church  was  filled  by  those  who  came  to  pay  the  last 
tribute  of  afFectiou.  At  noon  an  appropriate  service, 
followed  by  an  address,  was  condncted  by  the  Bev.  Dr. 
Qnintard. 

The  military  escort,  having  arrived  at  an  early  hour, 
was  drawn  up  in  front  of  the  church,  and,  when  the 
services  were  over,  the  body  was  placed  in  a  field-ambu- 
lance, and  was  escorted  to  the  station,  followed  by  the 
dead  general's  personal  staff,  by  Qenerals  G.  W.  Smith, 
Wright,  Ruggles,  and  Reynolds,  Colonel  Ewell,  by  other 
officers  of  the  army,  and  by  citizens  generally. 
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The  members  of  General  Polk's  st^  and  the  commit- 
tee representing  the  city  of  Atlanta  were  met  at  Angusta 
at  dawn  on  the  next  morning  by  tiie  rectors  and  vestry 
of  the  churches  of  the  Atonement  and  St.  Paul's,  and  the 
body  was  conveyed  to  St.  Paul's,  where  a  guard  of  honor 
received  it 

After  remaining  two  days  at  the  church,  the  body  was 
placed  in  the  city  hall,  in  charge  of  a  guard. 

Upon  the  day  appointed,  the  29th  of  June, —  by  a 
happy  coincidenee  the  feast  of  St.  Peter  the  Apostle, — 
the  military  force  of  Augusta,  consisting  of  one  regi- 
ment of  infantry,  a  battery  of  artillery,  and  a  com- 
pany of  cavalry,  was  drawn  up  at  the  city  haU.  At 
half-past  nine  o'clock  the  case  enclosing  the  body, 
draped  in  the  Confederate  flag  and  covered  with  wreaths 
of  laurel  and  bay,  was  brought  and  phw«d  upon  the 
hearse  by  the  guard  of  soldiers.  Tlie  military  escort, 
headed  by  its  baud,  now  began  the  Boleran  march  j  the 
colonel  commanding  the  post,  and  the  mayor  of  the 
city,  immediately  preceding  the  hearse.  Wardens  and 
vestrymen,  representing  St.  Paul's  Church,  Augusta,  St. 
John's,  Savannah,  and  the  Church  of  the  Atonement, 
Augusta,  marched  on  either  side  as  pall-bearers.  After 
them  came  the  military  family  of  General  PoLk,  the 
clergy,  officers  of  the  army  and  navy,  civil  officers  of  the 
Confederate  government,  city  authorities,  membei-s  of 
the  medical  and  legal  professions,  and  other  citizens. 
The  procession  moved  to  St.  Paul's,  through  streets 
thronged  with  a  multitude  who  had  come  to  pay  lov- 
ing homage  to  the  Christian  soldier.  All  places  of  busi- 
ness were  closed;  no  sound  was  in  the  air  save  the 
dirge  of  the  band  and  the  monotone  of  tolling  bells.  As 
the  procession  approached  the  chiuuh,  which  was  free 
of  all  show  except  snow-white  flowers  in  the  font,  the 
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bishops  of  Georgia,  Mississippi,  and  Arkansae,  in  full 
canonical  robes,  with  a  company  of  surpliced  priests, 
moved  from  the  church  down  the  avenue,  which  was 
flanked  by  the  fileg  of  soldiers  detailed  as  the  ^ard  of 
honor.  Meeting  the  body  at  the  gate,  they  turned  and 
in  fitting  order  pretieded  it  into  the  church,  the  senior 
bishop  (Bishop  Elliott)  repeating  the  words  of  the  service 
for  the  burial  of  the  dead :  "  I  am  the  Resurrection  and 
the  Life,  saitli  tlie  Lord." 

Approacliing  the.  chancel,  the  bishops  entered  within 
the  rail,  the  attendant  prieKte  took  place  on  either  side 
without,  and  the  body  was  placed  at  the  fwit  of  the 
st«p8.  The  anthem,  "  Lord,  let  me  know  mine  end,"  was 
ehant^'d  t^>  the  solemn  ac(^ompaniment  of  the  ot^an. 
The  Bitthop  of  Arkansas  read  the  lesson,  the  people 
united  in  singing  "I  would  not  Uve  alway,"  and  then 
tlie  senior  bishop,  in  the  presence  of  the  vast  assemblage 
gathered  within  and  around  the  church,  delivered  the 
"  Burial  Address,"  pving  as  hie  test,  "  The  Master  is 
come  and  calleth  for  thee,"  From  beginning  tfl  end  it 
was  the  outpouring  of  a  great,  nobie  spirit,  which  to 
this  day  stirs  the  hearts  of  all  who  heard  it.  It  came 
as  if  bursting  fnmi  the  depths  of  a  brother's  soul,  who, 
himself  student,  sage,  orator,  cast  it'  in  ang<iish  before 
the  people.  No  man  had  ever  truer  tribute,  and  if 
Leonidas  Polk  bad  done  no  more  than  win  such  love, 
such  devotion,  from  so  great,  so  grand  a  man  as  Stephen 
Elliott^  he  would  not  have  lived  in  vain. 

At  the  close  of  the  address,  the  body,  under  military 
escort,  preceded  by  the  bishops  and  priests,  was  carried 
to  the  grave  beneath  the  ehancel  window  in  rear  of  the 
church.'    While  it  was  being  lowered  into  the  grave  the 
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senior  bishop  pronounced  tlie  seoteQces  beginning,  "Man 
that  is  bom  of  woman,"  continuiag  with  the  form  of  com- 
mitment of  the  body  to  the  ground,  and  the  sentence, "  I 
heard  a  voice  from  heaven."  As  he  uttered  the  words, 
"Earth  t<i  earth,  ashes  to  ashes,  dust  to  dust,"  earth  was 
cast  upon  the  body  by  the  Bishop  of  Mississippi,  the 
Bishop  of  Arkfuisas,  and  Lieutcnant^General  Longstreet, 
and  then,  amid  the  concluding  words  of  the  services  of 
the  church,  the  gauB  of  the  battery  gave  forth  the  last 
salute  to  the  soldier-priest  who  on  Pine  Mountain  "  gave 
his  body  to  that  pleasant  country's  eartli,  and  his  pure 
soul  unto  his  Captain,  Christ,  under  whose  colors  he  had 
fot^ht  so  long." 

Itf  HGHORIAU. 

Nearing  the  end  of  his  task,  the  writer  is  tempted  to 
give  space  to  recollections  which  here  come  crowding 
upon  him ;  but  as  they  would  convey  less  interest  than 
what  was  said  by  men  who  were  chief  actors  in  the  scenes 
amid  which  the  eventful  life  of  Leonidas  Folk  was 
closed,  he  foregoes  the  wish  and  completes  the  work 
along  the  lines  he  has  followed  throughout  "The  duty 
next  me,"  his  oft-repeated  words,  give  the  key  to  his  life ; 
and  when  we  add  the  lack  of  care  or  thought  of  self,  his 
auts  in  all  of  its  emergencies  arrange  themselves  in  nat- 
ural and  logical  order. 

It  was  the  chance  of  battle  that  the  Church  was  never 
i^aiu  to  receive  Leonidas  Polk  into  its  active  service. 
But  tluxiugh  all  the  labors,  the  alarms,  the  vigils,  and 
the  dangers  that  soldiers  know ;  amid  all  the  allurements 
of  the  "  big  wars  that  make  ambition  virtue,"  his  firm 
spirit  never  wavered  in  its  devotion  to  the  Christian 
work,  and  his  dearest  wish  was  to  return  to  that  chosen 
field  as  the  shepherd  of  a  Christian  flock. 
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Ejven  in  the  busy  campaign  that  cost  hi£  life,  he  foand 
time  to  aid  missionary  work  in  the  army ;  and,  when  the 
fatal  shot  cut  him  down/a  blood-stained  prayer-book  was 
found  next  his  heart,  in  one  breast-pocket  of  his  coat, 
and  in  the  other,  four  copies  of  a  little  manual  entitled 
"  Balm  for  the  Weary  and  Wounded."  This  tract  had 
been  written  for  use  among  the  soldiers  by  the  Rev.  C. 
T.  Quintard,  now  Bishop  of  Tennessee,  whose  ministra- 
tion as  chaplain  in  the  Army  of  Tennessee,  and  whose 
devotion  to  every  duty  of  his  position,  whetlier  in  battle, 
in  camp,  or  on  the  march,  endeared  liim  to  the  thousands 
who  had  felt  the  inspiration  and  relief  of  bis  untiring 
eare.  The  first  four  copies  that  came  from  the  press 
were  forwarded  to  General  Polk,  who  upon  the  fly-leaves 
of  three  of  them  had  written  the  names  respectively  of 
General  J.  E.  Johnston,  LieutenantrGeneral  Hardee,  and 
Lieutenant-General  Hood,  each  "with  the  compliments 
of  Lieutenant-General  Leonidas  Polk,  June  12,  1864," 
Upon  the  fourth  was  his  own  name.  All  were  saturated 
with  his  blood. 

The  day  after  his  death  these  were  forwarded,  by  Major 
Donglas  West,  of  General  Polk's  staff,  to  the  persons  for 
whom  they  were  intended.  The  following  were  the  replies ; 

Headquarters,  Army  or  Tennessee,  June  16, 1861. 

My  dear  Mqjor :  I  hive-  just  had  the  gad  pleasure  po  receive 
the  precious  relic  which  yon  were  bo  kind  aa  to  enclose  to  me 
yesterday.  The  autt^^aph  and  noble  blood  whieh  ^most  ef- 
faced it  make  it  a  souvenir  truly  precious,  one  which  I  shall 
cherish  whiM  the  Almighty  leaves  me  upon  earth. 

Accept,  my  dear  major,  my  cordial  thanks  for  the  man* 
ner  in  which  you  have  sent  me  what  I  regard  aa  an  ines- 
timable beqaeet,  and  for  your  beautifnUy  appropriate  note 
accompanying  it.    Be  assured  that  I  shall  remember  both. 
Very  respectfully  and  truly,  J.  E.  JoHMffrOH. 

Uajor  Douolab  West,  A.  A.-6. 
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Ih  the  Field,  Jane  IS,  ISOl 
My  dear  Sir:  I  have  just  received  the  tract  you  have  been 
ao  kind  as  to  send  me.  It  b  useless  for  me  to  say  that  I  most 
thoroughly  appreciate  it.  I  had  grown  to  love  Oeneral  Polk 
with  my  whole  heart.  He  was  bo  noble,  so  generous,  and 
withal  such  an  able  soldier,  that  I  soon  found  myself  strongly 
attached  to  him.    Very  truly  yours, 

J.  B.  Hood,  lAeatenani-G^urdL. 
To  Majob  Docolas  Webt. 

Headquabtkbs,  Habdbk's  Corps,  in  the  Field,  ' 
June  16, 1864. 

My  dew  Sir:  The  little  book  which  Lieutenant- Oeneral 
Polk,  a  short  time  before  his  death,  addressed  to  me,  and 
which  is  stained  with  his  blood,  was  conveyed  to  me  by  yonr- 
self,  and  has  been  received  with  deep  emotion.  It  shall  be 
preserved  as  the  last  and  most  touching  of  many  proofs  of  his 
esteem  and  regard.  I,  perhaps,  more  than  any  other  of  his 
brothers-in-arms,  from  my  long  and  close  relations  with  him 
as  a  soldier  and  Christian,  have  had  opportunities  to  know 
and  appreciate  him  as  he  was ;  and  apart  from  my  sympatliy 
with  the  army  and  the  country  in  their  mourning  for  the  fall 
of  a  great  leader  and  a  good  man,  I  claim  an  ezolusiveness 
of  grief  at  the  loss  of  the  friend,  which  I  am  persuaded  few 
can  feel. 

To  yourself  and  the  other  members  of  the  military  house- 
hold of  your  chief,  I  tender  my  heartfelt  sympathies.  For 
hb  bereaved  widow  and  stricken  family  I  can  only  ask  the 
gentle  deaUng  of  a  merciful  Providence. 

With  high  regard,  I  am  very  truly  yours, 

W.  J.  Hardee,  LieuienaKt-Genera^. 

To  Majok  DODQiiAB  West,  A.  A.-Q. 

These  letters  tfill  as  well  as  anything  else  the  place 
which  Leonidas  Polk  had  won  among  hia  MIowb  in 
tills  war.  But  the  following  tributes  t«  his  worth  n>und 
out  the  picture  so  completely  that  they  cannot  bo  omitted 
here. 
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A  war  correspondent,  writing  from  the  front,  thus 
expresses  the  feeling  of  the  army : 

The  history  of  this  dismal  period  will  present  no  name  of 
more  romantic  interest.  He  was  a  great  churchman — he  was 
a  great  warrior.  He  laid  aside  his  miter  of  bishop  to  take 
up  the  sword  of  the  patriot.  For  three  years,  in  every  rariety 
of  command  and  under  every  oircunistanoe,  he  has  sust^ned 
the  most  nnauUied  repntation.  .  As  chief  of  a  corps,  he  had 
no  superior ;  as  a  separate  departmental  officer,  he  certainly 
possessed  ampUtude  of  comprehension,  resource,  and  industry, 
to  say  nothing  of  the  higher  points.  As  a  man,  he  was  un- 
rivaled for  the  graces  of  culture,  native  dignity,  and  high 
bearing.  He  was  aifable,  self-possessed,  and  approachable. 
No  man  looked  the  hero  more  effectually.  There  was  manli- 
ness in  his  eye  and  lip  and  gait ;  there  was  true  nobility  in 
his  whole  aspect.  His  soldiers — and,  at  one  time  or  another, 
he  had  commanded  all  the  troops  of  his  army — were  devoted 
to  him.  He  was  so  dashing  in  battle,  he  was  so  wise  and 
just  in  council,  they  could  not  hut  love  him. 

The  private  soldier  here  speaks  his  admiration  and 
affection:* 

General  Leonidas  Polk,  our  old  leader  whom  we  had  fol- 
lowed all  through  that  long  war.  ,  .  ,  My  pen  and  ability 
are  inadequate  to  the  task  of  doing  his  memory  justice.  Every 
private  soldier  loved  him.  Second  to  Stonewall  Jackson,his 
loss  was  the  greater  tlie  South  ever  sustained.  When  I  saw 
him  there  dead,  I  felt  that  I  had  lost  a  friend  whom  1  had 
ever  loved  and  re.'fpected,  and  that  the  South  had  lost  one  of 
her  best  and  greatest  generals. 

His  soldiers  ever  loved  and  honored  him ;  they  called  him 
■'  Bishop  Polk."  "  Bishop  Polk"  was  ever  a  favorite  with  the 
army;  and  when  any  poution  was  to  be  held,  and  it  was 
known  that  "Bishop  Polk"  was  there,  we  knew  and  felt  that 
"  all  was  well." 

I  "  History  of  Company  H,  Mrnry  Grays,  Ist  TenneBsee  Regiment," 
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Writing  Biehop  Elliott  upon  the  occasion  of  the  barial, 
the  President  of  the  Confederacy  said : 

My  relations  with  Kahop  Folk  were  very  ne&r  and  affeo- 
tionato  when  we  were  cadete  toj*ether  in  the  army,  and  the 
years  which  have  passed  since  have  only  served  to  increase 
my  regard  for  him.  I  feel  much  concern  for  the  loss  the  army 
has  sustained  Id  his  death,  and  I  be^  you,  ur,  to  believe  that 
I  sorrow  with  his  brothers  in  the  ministry,  who  will  now 
miss  his  manly  counsel  and  ooSperation. 

And  in  his  "  Rise  and  Fall  of  the  Confederate  Govem- 
ment"  Jefferson  Davis  adds  this  final  tribute  to  the  many 
which  had  gone  before : 

Our  army,  our  country,  and  mankind  at  large  sustained 
an  irreparable  loss  in  the  death  of  that  noble  Christian  and 
soldier.  Lieutenant- General  Polk.  .  .  .  Since  the  calamitous 
fall  of  Gleneral  Albert  Sidney  Johnston  at  Sliiloh,  and  of 
General  Thomas  J.  Jackson  at  ChanccUoTsville,  the  country 
sustained  no  heavier  blow  than  in  the  death  of  General  Polk.i 


Reaching  now  the  question  which  more  than  all  else 
personal  would  have  api)ealed  to  Leonidas  Polk,  and 
which  stands  above  every  other  in  any  estJmato  which 
may  be  made  of  his  life,  we  ask,  "What  of  ^e  place 
which  he  had  won  and  still  held  among  his  fellows  in  tlie 
Church!"  Leaving  aside  the  letters  of  Bishop Otey  and 
otiicrs  given  in  the  eighth  chapter  of  the  first  volume  of 
this  work,  and  faking  from  among  the  many  letters  bear- 
ing upon  this  subject  tlu-ee  which  come  from  men  well 
qualified  to  spci^,  we  Lave  answers  which  should  content 
even  those  who  in  their  love  for  the  Church  saw  but  re- 
proach in  the  militant  act  of  this  their  brother. 

1  "Rbe  Kti  FbU  of  the  Csnfederate  GoTeminent,"  vol  li,  p.  554. 
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Bdeunotoh,  Vt.,  Feb.  16, 1887. 
My  dear  Mrs.  Polks  ...  I  deeply  Te^retted  your  dear 
husband's  act  in  accepting  a  general's  conuniasion  in  tiie 
army,  but  I  never  doubted  tiiat  he  was  governed  by  the  por- 
est  coDscientioas  desire  to  do  what  he  regarded  as  bis  duty 
to  God  and  to  his  country.  The  spirit  of  a  ChristiBi]  martyr 
was  an  element  in  his  lofty  character,  and,  while  I  oould  not 
have  seen  the  case  in  the  same  light,  1  was  well  pennadod 
that  he  regarded  hb  coarse  as  a  sacrifice  hud  on  the  altar  of 
truth,  and  went  fortii  beUeviug  himself  to  be  called  to  wield 
the  sword  of  the  Lord  and  of  Qideoo.  To  onr  beloved  breth- 
ren in  the  South  he  has  left  a  legacy  of  zeal  and  dervotion 
never  surpassed  and  rarely  equaled  in  the  whole  ni^e  of 
human  history.  And  the  memory  of  his  labors  for  the  Church, 
and  his  sacrifices  in  the  cause  of  independence,  will  be  cher- 
ished in  the  hearts  of  thousands  through  future  generations, 
after  the  false  glory  of  worldly  triumphs  shall  have  passed 
away.  Sincerely  and  truly  yours, 

John  Henbt  Hopein& 
{Bi*hop  (tf  Femwnt.] 

Wadbsbokocoh,  July  11, 1864. 
My  Star  Mm,  Polk  :  ,  .  .  While  our  whole  country  mooms 
the  loss  of  a  man  so  useful  and  so  eminent,  I  knew  enough 
of  him  to  know  with  what  especial  weight  that  loss  falls  npon 
his  immediate  family.  His  afFectionate,  cheerful,  cordial 
nature,  while  it  made  him  a  universal  favorite  among  his 
acquiuntances,  mnst  have  caused  him  to  be  especially  beloved 
at  home.  I  have  often  said  that  in  onr  old  House  of  Bishops, 
in  which  there  were,  certainly,  many  good  and  some  great 
men,  I  knew  of  but  one  for  whom  there  was  so  general  af- 
fection entertained  as  for  him  whom  yon  have  lost,  and  that 
one  was  Bishop  Cobbs.  These  two  were  objects  of  kindly 
feeling  to  all,  and  the  reason,  no  doubt,  was  that  they  were 
themselves  poasessod  by  such  kindly  feelings.  The  world 
never  wiU  know  what  elements  of  strength  were  mixed  with 
this  loving  natnre  in  the  character  of  Bishop  Polk.  But 
while  the  great  man  is  mourned  by  his  country,  you,  I  am 
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sure,  and  all  who  were  espeoialljr  connected  with  him,  rather 
delight  to  think  of  him  as  the  good  man  who  delisted  to 
make  others  happy,  and  who  was  loved  and  honored  by  the 
good.    ...  I  remain,  with  great  respect  and  regard. 
Truly  your  friend, 

Thouab  Atkinson. 
[Bishop  of  North  CaroUna.] 
Mrs.  Fkances  A.  Pouc 

Albehable  CounTY,  Almost  16,  1864. 

Jfy  dear  Mrs.  Polk :  I  have  delayed  this  letter,  hoping  to 
vidt  you  is  person,  and  to  mingle  the  voice  of  the  weeping 
over  the  ashes  of  the  sainted  dead.  I  hless  tbe  memory  of 
your  husband,  that  his  life  and  his  death  have  made  me 
know  more  of  the  depth  of  my  own  nature,^  the  susceptibili- 
ties of  my  heart  to  reverence  and  admiration,  to  sympathy 
and  grief.  But  this  is  no  private  grief :  the  world  is  poorer 
now  that  he  has  left  it,  and  the  Church  lifts  with  a  more 
trembling  hand  tlie  veil  whieh  conceals  from  her  sif^t  the 
coming  event  of  a  dark  and  unknown  future.  Who  is  there 
left  with  the  same  power  and  influence  to  make  her  voice 
heard  in  the  future  councils  of  this  government  t  Who 
with  the  same  boldness  and  intrepidity  to  marshal  her  ener- 
gies in  the  cause  of  Christian  education  t  Who  to  gird  the 
sword  upon  the  thigh,  and  to  give  full  vigor  to  her  efforts 
for  the  extirpation  of  the  errors  which  threaten  her  lifeT 
Oh !  that  his  life  could  have  been  spared  to  hail  the  resurgent 
life  of  tiie  Church,  pnriSed  from  the  heresies  of  this  creedless 
age,  and  his  hopes  had  been  realized,  and  his  labors  had 
received  their  appropriate  reward.  Come  what  may,  he  has 
fulfilled  bis  task,  he  lias  borne  his  testimony,  and  oar  faith 
is  permitted  to  behold  him  safely  delivered  from  the  malice 
of  foes,  clothed  in  the  panoply  reserved  for  those  who  in 
defense  of  the  troth  have  "  waxed  valiant  in  fight,  and 
turned  to  flight  the  armies  of  the  aliens,"  and  witnessed  in 
death  to  the  power  of  the  Christian  faith. 

May  I  be  permitted,  my  honored  friend,  to  proffer  yoa  my 
humble  services  in  any  way  which  may  be  most  useful  to 
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yon  and  your  beloved  ohildreu.  In  gnch  &  fearfnl  condition 
of  things  it  will  not  be  a  violation  of  delicacy  to  Bay  that 
if  my  means  or  credit  cui  be  made  serviceable  to  yon,  it 
wonld  add  a  new  charm  to  my  lite,  lately  so  bereft  of  value 
to  myself  and  others. 
With  tlie  warmest  love  oC  my  family  to  you  and  yours, 
1  am  moat  affectionately  yonr  friend  and  servant, 

J.  P.  B.  WlLMKB.1 

Upon  this  subject,  these  letters,  particularly  the  one 
from  Bishop  Wilmer  of  Louisiana,  would  seem  sufBcient 
answer ;  but  if  another  is  wanted,  it  will  be  found  in 
that  memorable  address  spoken  over  the  dead  body  of 
Leonidas  Polk  by  that  bishop  of  the  Chm-ch  who  knew 
him  best,  and  who  in  all  the  Church  work  of  his  latter 
years  stood  closest  to  him.  The  time  has  not  yet  come 
when  Stephen  EUlott's  oration  can  be  given  in  its  full- 
ness ;  and  until  then  we  who  loved  Leonidas  Polk  must 
be  content  with  what  these  pages  have  shown,  for  they 
at  least  carry  him  without  favor  or  without  fear  through 
all  the  trials  and  triumphs  of  a  life  which  his  more  than 
brother  thus  summed  up  in  ending  his  sublime  tribute 
to  his  memory : 

"  Time  does  not  permit  me  to  enter  into  any  detail  of 
his  long  and  useful  career  as  a  bishop  in  the  Church  of 
God.  That  must  be  left  for  the  biographer,  who  shall, 
in  moments  of  leisure  and  of  peace,  gather  up  the  threads 
of  his  most  eventful  hfe  and  weave  them  into  a  narra- 
tive which  shall  be  strange  as  any  fiction.  Bom  to  large 
hereditary  estates,  and  increasing  that  fortune  by  inter- 
marriage with  the  noble  woman  'whom  he  had  loved  from 
boyhood,  and  who  has  cheerfully  shared  with  him  all 
his  Christian  pilgrimage,  he  has  died  leaving  his  family 

[  Biiliop  Polk  Id  the  dlocen  of  Louidmiw. 
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without  any  settled  dwelling-place,  wanderers  from  tlie 
pleasant  homes  which  knew  their  childhood  and  their 
youth.  Trained  as  a  man  of  the  world  and  a  man  of 
pleasure,  he  has  lived  a  life  of  almost  entire  self-denial, 
a  servant  of  servants,  and  has  died  a  bloody  death  upon 
the  battlefield.  Destined  in  his  own  intention  to  mount 
to  earthly  glory  by  the  sword  and  his  own  brave  heart, 
he  has  mounted  to  heavenly  gloiy  by  the  crook  of  the 
shepherd  and  the  humiliation  of  that  heart.  FuU  of 
heroic  purposes  as  he  leaped  into  the  arena  of  life, — pur- 
poses always  high  and  noble,  even  when  unsanctified, — 
he  has  been  made,  by  the  overruling  hand  of  Ood,  to 
display  that  heroism  in  the  fields  which  Christ  his  Mas- 
ter illustrated,  teaching  the  ignorant.,  enlightening  tlie 
blind,  gathering  together  the  lost  sheep  of  Israel,  com- 
forting the  bedside  of  sickness  and  a£9iction,  watching 
long  days  and  nights  by  the  suffering  slave.  Oh,  how 
many  records  has  he  left  with  God  of  heroic  self-devo- 
tion of  which  the  world  kuows  nothing — records  made 
up  in  silence  and  darkness,  when  no  eye  saw  b'Tn  save 
the  eye  of  the  Invisible !  The  world  speaks  of  him  now 
as  a  hero.  He  has  always  been  a  hero ;  and  the  bloody 
fields  which  have  made  him  conspicuous  are  but  the  out- 
burst of  the  spirit  which  has  always  distingnished  him. 
Battles  which  he  fought  long  since  with  himself  and  his 
kind ;  which  he  waged  against  the  pomps  and  vanities 
of  the  world  and  the  pride  of  life ;  wliich  he  contested 
with  the  pestilence  that  walketh  in  darkness  and  the  de- 
struction that  wasteth  at  noonday  —  were  far  more  ter- 
rific than  Belmont,  or  Sliiloh,  or  Pcrryville.  These  re- 
quired qualities  which  were  natural  to  him ;  those, 
qualities  which  came  from  the  grace  of  God  and  the 
spirit  of  Jesus.  If,  as  the  wise  man  says, '  Greater  is  he 
that  ruleth  his  spirit  than  he  that  toketh  a  city,'  then 
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waa  he  truly  great — for  he  had  a  Bpirit  hard  to  rule, 
and  Christ  gave  him  the  mastery  over  it 

"But  Mb  work  is  done,  and  now  he  rests  from  his 
labors!  That  brave  heart  is  quiet  in  the  grave;  that 
faithful  spirit  has  returned  to  ite  God.  '  The  beauty  of 
Israel  is  slain  upon  the  high  places.  The  mighty  is 
fallen  in  the  midst  of  the  battle.  I  am  distressed  for 
thee,  my  brother — very  pleasant  hast  thou  been  nnto  me,' 
And  thou  hast  come  to  die  at  my  very  door,  and  to  find 
thy  burial  amid  my  pleasant  places.  Welcome  in  death, 
as  in  life ;  welcome  to  thy  grave  as  thou  hast  ever  been 
to  my  home  and  to  my  heart.  Thy  dust  shall  repose 
under  the  shadow  of  the  Church  of  Christ.  These  sol- 
emn groves  shall  guard  thy  rest ;  the  glorious  aathems 
of  the  City  of  God  shall  roll  over  thy  grave  a  perpetual 
requiem." 
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We  present  here  in  chronolo^cal  order  the  following  offi- 
cial tributes  to  Leonidae  Polk. 

Qeneral  Stephen  D.  Lee,  who  eucceeded  to  the  command  of 
the  Department  of  Alabama,  MisBouri,  and  E&et  Louisiana, 
issued  the  following  order : 

Headquabtbbs,  Depaetuent  of  Alabama,  Miasisstppi, 
AND  East  Locisiama, 
Meridian,  Miss.,  June  IS,  1864. 
OmercU  Orders  No.  81. 

It  is  with  profound  sorrow  that  the  major-general  com- 
manding annomioes  to  the  troops  of  this  department  the 
death  of  their  late  commander,  Lieutenant-General  Leonidas 
Polk.  On  the  14Ui  instant,  in  a  skirmish  near  Marietta, 
Oa.,  this  gallant  warrior  and  Christian  gentleman  yielded  ap 
bis  life — a  costly  sacrifice  to  his  country's  liberties. 

It  would  be  superfluous  here  to  recount  the  services  of  this 
lamented  patriot.  They  are  already  before  the  world,  and 
will  form  one  of  the  brightest  pages  in  the  history  of  this 
memorable  stru^le.  His  high  administrative  talents,  his 
dietdngnished  gallantry  upon  many  battlefields,  his  eminent 
virtues  and  kind  and  genial  traits  of  character,  have  alike 
won  the  admiration  and  love  of  his  countrymen. 

Prom  the  toils  and  cares  of  this  fitful  existence,  from  the 
blood-red  fields  of  battle,  the  Christian  soldier  has  passed  to 
that  eternal  rest  which  it  was  ever  the  aim  of  his  life  to 
secure.  Let  his  memory  ever  be  fresh  amongst  us,  and  let 
each  strive  to  imitate  his  example  and  emulate  his  virtnes. 

Afi  a  mark  of  honor  to  the  distinguished  dead,  the  colors  of 
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the  troops  of  this  oommand  will  be  draped  la  t 
the  period  of  thirty  days  from  the  receipt  of  this  order. 
By  command  of  Major-Oeneral  S.  D.  Lee. 

WnuAM  Elliott, 
Assistant  A^julant-OenercU. 

At  the  General  Council  of  the  Church  of  the  Confederate 
States  assembled  at  AugnsU,  Ga.,  the  following  was  passed 
as  a  mark  of  respect  to  the  late  Bishops  of  Tennessee  and 
Louisiana ; 

The  joint  committee  to  whom  waa  referred  the  duty  of 
preparing  a  suitable  expression  of  the  respeet  of  this  Coun* 
cil  for  the  memory  of  the  late  Bight  Bev.  James  H.  Otey, 
D.D.,  LL.D.,  Bishop  of  Tennessee,  and  the  late  Bight  Bev. 
Leonidas  Polk,  D.D.,  Bishop  of  Louisiana,  beg  leave  to  rec- 
ommend the  adoption  of  the  following  resolutjons: 

Resolved,  1.  That  in  the  absenoe  of  these  beloved  fathers 
from  the  scenes  of  their  earthly  labors,  at  a  time  when  their 
ardent  devotion  to  the  interests  of  Christ  and  his  holy  Church, 
their  enlarged  wisdom  and  ripe  experience,  would  have  ren- 
dered their  ooanset  and  cooperation  especially  valuable  and 
important,  we  And  cause  for  profound  regret  and  sorrow, 
while  we  desire  to  bow  in  humble  re^nation  to  the  afSietive 
dispensation  of  Divine  Providence. 

2.  That,  holding  in  deserved  and  affectionate  remembrance 
their  many  virtues,  their  untiring  energy,  and  their  self- 
sacrificing  efforts  to  maintain  and  defend  the  truth,  we  will 
study  BO  to  advance  those  great  designs  for  the  moral  and 
religious  culture  of  our  dioceses,  to  which  each  of  them  had 
given  so  much  time  and  thought,  as  will  perpetuate  the  influ- 
ence among  us  of  their  Christian  character  and  elevated  aims. 

3.  That  copies  of  these  resolutioiis  be  spread  upon  the 
journal  of  this  body,  and  also  communicated  to  the  dio- 
ceses of  Tennessee  and  Louisiana  and  to  the  families  of  the 
departed. 

The  Council  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church  in  North 
Carolina,  desiring  to  testify  their  sympathy  with  the  general 
sadness  oocasioned  by  the  death  of  the  Bight  Bev.  Leonidas 
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Polk,  D.D.,  Bishop  of  Louisi&iut,  directed  the  foUowing  reeo- 
lutionB  to  be  entered  oa  its  journals : 

RacAved,  Th&t  we  have  learned  with  profomid  regret  the 
death  of  this  distingmshed  prel&t«,  and  heartily  sympathiEe 
with  his  family  and  diocese  in  thuir  peculiar  sorrows. 

Beaolved,  That  in  this  melancholy  event  the  Choroh  has 
lost  a  bishop  to  whose  enei^  of  purpose,  and  abandant 
laboiB,  and  rare  administrative  ability,  and  faith  fplpesa  in 
hi^h  offloe,  the  Chorches  of  the  Southwest  have  been  largely 
indebted  for  Uieir  growth  and  prosperity,  and  whose  gen- 
uine manliness  and  Christian  care  for  his  dependents,  and 
simple  piety,  and  devoted  chorchmanship,  have  earned  our 
warm  affection  and  admiration. 

lUaohed,  That  among  the  noble  men  who  adorn  the  walks 
of  public  iu  the  Confederacy  we  can  point  to  vety  few  whose 
purity  of  life,  enlarged  views,  unaelflsh  patriottsm,  and  ear- 
nest following  the  calls  of  duty,  entitle  them  to  higher  honor 
and  a  more  lasting  remembrance. 

Resolved,  That  in  the  death  of  Bidop  Polk  the  whole  coun- 
try has  to  lament  the  loss  ot  a  zealous  advocate  and  promoter 
of  edacatiou  in  its  highest  forms  of  culture  and  attainments, 
and  to  whose  efforts  in  that  cause  our  people  had  learned 
to  look  with  confident  expectation  of  its  brilUant  develop- 
ment and  permanent  snocess. 

The  diocese  of  Louisiana  tendered  the  following  tribute : 

Whereas,  on  the  14th  day  of  June,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
1864,  it  pleased  Almighty  Qod,  in  his  wise  providence,  to  take 
out  of  this  world  the  Right  Bev.  Leonidas  Polk,  D.D.,  chief 
pastor  of  tlie  Church  in  Louisiana,  the  convention  of  this 
diocese,  assembled  in  St.  Paul's  Church,  New  Orleans,  with 
entire  submisraon  to  the  will  of  God  under  this  trying  dis- 
pensation, denr^  to  put  on  record  their  profound  sense  of  the 
great  loss  which  tiie  Church  has  Bustained  in  the  removal  of 
one  who,  during  a  long  period  of  uninterrupted  labors  in  the 
episcopal  offloe,  (not  only)  had  greatly  endeared  himself  to  the 
affections  ot  the  people  whom  he  served  (by  the  manifold 
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attraotdoTis  of  his  personal  character,  and  bj'  the  wisdom  and 
vigor  of  his  official  administration),  bat  was  the  means,  under 
God,  of  laying  broad  and  deep  the  foundation  of  the  Chnroh 
in  Louisiana,  and  of  extending  its  influence  throngh  all  parts 
of  the  State. 

In  1841,  on  applioation  made  by  the  diooese  of  Louisiaua 
to  the  general  convention  of  the  Protestant  EpiBOOpal  Chorch 
in  the  United  States  for  some  fit  person  to  take  the  spiritual 
overaght  of  the  Churoh  in  this  Btate,  the  Right  Bev.  L.  Polk, 
then  missionary  bishop  of  the  Southwest,  was  selected  by 
that  venerable  body  to  become  diocesan  of  Lonisiana. 

In  1864  our  Right  Reverend  Father  in  Ood  was  called  away, 
by  a  sudden  providence,  from  the  reeponsibilitieB  of  earth  to 
the  solemnities  of  his  Maker's  presence. 

During  this  interval  the  Churoh  in  Louisiana,  struggling 
against  many  embarrassments,  was  greatly  prospered;  the 
number  of  her  clergy  moltiplied  from  four  resident  ministers, 
who  joined  in  the  apphcatiou  to  the  general  convention,  to 
thirty-two  ofB.ciating  clergymen  whose  names  appear  on  the 
records  of  the  last  diocesan  convention  in  1861.  Organised 
parishes  in  union  with  tiie  convention  increased  from  three 
to  Forty.  In  still  greater  ratio  the  confirmed  and  communi' 
cants  and  households,  establishing  the  Church  thus  more  thor- 
oughly in  the  confidenoe  and  respect  of  the  community.  The 
^iritoal  interest  of  the  colored  population  was  carefully  at- 
tended to ;  many  congregations  were  formed  among  the  serv- 
ants on  the  plantations,  and  numbers,  brought  under  the 
wholesome  discipline  of  the  Church  and  instructed  in  the 
gospel,  were  annually  confirmed  and  added  to  her  communion. 
All  which  fruits  of  grace  were  witnesses  as  to  the  zeal  and 
devotion  of  the  parochial  clergy,  so  also  to  the  faithful  over- 
seeing of  our  late  lamented  bishop,  whose  counsels  and  encour- 
agements wore  never  wanting  to  sustain  the  parish  ministers 
in  these  works  of  ftuth  and  labois  of  love. 

Bai^/oed,  That  in  the  appointment  of  the  general  conven- 
tion in  1841  of  the  Bight  Bev.  Leonidas  Polk,  D.D.,  then  mis- 
Konary  bishop  of  the  Southwest,  to  episcopal  jurisdiction 
over  the  diocese  of  Louisiana,  we  recognize  with  gratitude  to 
Ood  the  elevation  over  ns  of  one  emineuUy  qualified  in 
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mental  endowments  and  Christian  graces  to  administer  the 
office  of  a  bishop  to  the  glory  of  God;  and  partionlarly 
adapted  by  pereonal  and  social  characteristics  to  meet  the 
peculiar  wants  of  the  Church  in  Louisiana. 

Besoltai,  That  this  convention  entertain  a  deep  sense  of  the 
value  of  the  services  rendered  to  this  diocese  during  the 
administration  of  Bishop  Polk,  and  of  his  enlightened  devo- 
tion to  the  spiritual  interests  of  the  flock  over  which  the  Holy 
Ghost  had  made  him  overseer.  The  episcopal  addresses 
annually  delivered  before  the  conventions  bear  witness  to 
the  abundance  of  his  labors;  and  while  the  growth  of  the 
Church,  its  general  prosperity  up  to  the  date  of  the  late 
unhappy  war  between  the  States,  and  the  nnbrolcen  harmony 
which  prevailed  throughout  the  diocese,  indicate  the  prudence 
and  energy  of  his  government. 

Resolved,  That  this  convention  call  to  mind,  with  melancholy 
satisfaction,  the  many  generous  and  noble  truts  of  chaiacter 
which  distinguished  our  late  beloved  Father  in  God  in  all  his 
official  intercourse  wit^  the  members  of  this  diocese,  and 
which  appeared  conspicuously  in  all  his  private  and  social 
relations  to  the  clergy  and  laity  of  the  Church,  who  long 
cherish  the  memory  of  their  departed  bishop  as  an  affection- 
ate father,  a  gracious  counselor,  and  a  sympathizing  friend. 

B*»olved,  That  in  the  plan  devised  for  the  creation  of  the 
University  of  the  South,  and  in  the  measures  adopted  to 
secure  the  permanent  endowment  of  that  great  enterprise 
for  the  religious  and  intellectual  developments  of  the  country, 
we  recognize  that  broad  and  comprehensive  Christian  phi- 
lanthropy, and  that  enlightened  devotion  to  the  best  interests 
of  the  Church  in  the  South,  which  so  eminently  characterized 
our  late  Father  in  God,  in  whose  mind  the  noble  project  had 
its  birth,  and  by  whose  untiring  energies,  in  connection  with 
others  like-minded  in  southern  dioceses,  it  had  been  well- 
nigh  brought  to  a  successful  achievement  when  arrested  by 
tlie  unhappy  convulsions  of  the  country. 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  these  resolutions,  with  a  letter  by 
the  president  of  this  convention,  expressing  the  Christian 
sympathies  of  the  Church  in  Loui^na,  be  addressed  to  the 
affiieted  family  of  our  deceased  bishop. 
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.eotina    of    GBHerii 
:tiunh  of  cha  Con- 


1;  Polk  oonmundii  Ittt       fedomlc  fUtex,  307. 

'  ' '  ^uoteiiLU.  perceDtaAe  of  1« 

t  AvemuB.  tha  Lako  or  I.  t3Q 

'  Avety,  Wnighutill,  I.  IS. 


Nortbern    Vufinu    at    Ostty^ura,  Badjior.  Goons,  matties  Mary  Polk.  I. 

S8T:  dbeootent  in,  2fl3;  Bnn  re-  66:  secretan'  of  the  Navy,  HS;  cbisf 

taiitnd  la  (wmmaod.  300;  Hardu  as-  jiiHtLca  of  tbc  tiuprsms  Court  of  North 

sigHd  to  Polk's  place  in,  300;  dis-  C'jirolins,  ^. 

coDWnt  nfliijnn  Dracg  in,  315;  Polk  Badgot.  Mm.  Msry,  destb  of,  I.  ISl. 

desires  Che  Pre-ddoat  to  appoint  J,  E.  Hei^  lUso  Poi  k.  Mart. 

'  '      '                    ',  317.  302:  Bragg  Bwcidng  factory,  DpcntiiUD.  I.  152. 

-    -■     -—    "-^nl.Ttai.-C--   ■---' -    -- 


L   the    command,  317;    Bsird.h 


,„ >□  BSSEned  lo  command.  318,        portions,  etc.,  befL .  ^ ,.„ 

341;  Polk  lends  louTbrigades  to,  324;  Battle  of  ChickamaiiKs,  II.  239,^16, 

love  for  FoIIe  in,  3«0;  Polk  placed  in  24».  250.  2.'i2.  200,  270,  273,  Z7S. 

oomnuDd  of  the  left   vina  of,  3H2;  Bakowsll,  ILov.  — — ,  chaplain  in  Beara'a 

GsDeral  Field  Orden  No.  2  --'   "-  ^^-^-    .-  -"  —« 

ctwplldn,  3S7.    See  also  Qdi _. .        , , 

Amy  of  the  Cumberland,  retums  of  Pnllok,  I.  180. 

the,  II.  200,  note;  joint  meeting  of,  Bnltimoni,  Lord,  I. ... 

with  Confederate  veterani.  at  Chat-  Bancroft,  George,  hisloriaa.  quoted,  I. 

tanooa,  287.  11. 

Aimy  (3  the   North,   North  Carolina  Bankhoad's  Bstteiy  of  light  ArtillsTy, 

troopsfoc,  1.  11.  inliattlcof  Shiioh,  II.  114. 

Amokf,  Thomas,  his  criterioD  of  piety.  Bank  of  Tcnnesaoe,   the  bishop's  lo- 

I.  312.  dcbtedncM  to.  I.  20ti. 

Artesa,  Mils.,  Buoy  Smith's  marsh  to.  Banks,  Gen,  N.  P.  in  Maryland,  I.  372; 

II.  331.  movements,  pontiona.  etc..  in  Merid- 
ArtiJlsry,  scarcity  of    II.  34,   35,  01;  inn  camjiDiipi,  II,  322.  324;  at  Naw 

Arts,  promolian  of,  in  the  South.  I.  SOO,  in  Tnus,  323,  324 ;  Polk  proposBa  to 

AsheviUe.N.C,  Polk's  visit  ta,  II.  203.  oi^r  Kirby  Smith  to  .ittark,  337. 

Ashmun,  Jchudi.  work  for  Coluniiation  Baptism,  of  leonidas  ]>nlk,  1.  154;  num- 

Society,  1.  112.  bcr  of  times  administered  on  misdon- 

Astron^my  and  religion.  I.  130.  candfdsW  for,  105.  lOfl;    a  baptism 

Atkinson,  Rt.  Itev.  Thomas,  appnvee  that  didn't  "lake,"  105,  100;  oflSeo. 

the  ITniveniity  scheme,  1.  24.1:  bishop  Hood,  il.  20;  of  J.  E,  Johnston,  354, 

of  North  Carolina.  308;  advice  from,  Baptiamal  regeneration,  a  commontsry 

ai  Eo  the  position  of  the  chureh  in  tho  on.  1.  105,  106. 

South,  sm.  300;  lettar  to  Mrs.  Polk,  Barbnrily  in  war,  rondemned  by  Polk 

II.  301.  392.  and  Grant,  II.  *.%. 

Atlanta.  Ga..  seeks  to  secure  the  site  of  Barbour,  James.  U.  8.  Recretarv  of  Wnr, 

the  Univenity,  I,  240:  detail  of  vote  I.  82;  Polk's  complaint  li.,  82-85;  the 

'"  '— ■' rf  Univorsity,  250;  vul-  Secrelory's  t"  -   ""  "" 

■  ■  n.,".  o^^  ordered  to  Bardstown     " 


nerabilityof,  11,237;  Polkonfered  lo    Bardstown,   Ky,.  Bram's  poKtion 
proreedlo.28Q,  298,303;  Grant's  de-        II,    131;    Bragg'a    fulure    at,    ] 

'-- -    ■"'    ■'■*'•■  -■"- ■-        Bragg's    delay    in    marehin-    fi 

Glasgow  to,  133:  Brs«g  ti 


ngna  againit,  321,  322;  distance  lo        Bragg's 

ChillanooBi,  338;  Polk  leaves,  344;        Glasgow  .,. ,._„  .,_ 

■  Johnston's  army.  319;  Shei-        oommand    lo    Polk    at.    136;    Polk 


-    _        .      ,    40;  McPhetson  ordered  K     , 

kUled  Bt.  350;  beoeial  Polk'i  body  of  Polk's  retreat  from,  143;  Bucl)  in 

conveyed  to,  383.  fone  at.  Ml;  Buell  movea  upon  Polk 

Atlanta  campaign,  McPhenou  in,  II,  at.    147;   Federal   movemcnls  near, 
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taMoB«d\i  Miii»»a>  Gap.  I.  3&&: 

Beemhoba  Sprinp!.  Teno.,  I.  2*8;  mset- 

ordered  to  the   Departmcat  of  tb« 

mi  ot  tnute»  of  IJni<renity  at,  2M- 

West.  381.  382,  ant:  needed  for  the 

dXn»  of  RicUmnd.  11.  2.  3:  or- 

BeltMt. I,  1*4. 

dered  to  Cobmhiie.  73.  74;  Hck  at 

J«cli»on,  71;  Polk  roadv  lo  luni  over 
Columbiu  to.  74;  doubts  Bbout  eflr- 

Bell.  Dr:,  FniWi  n^dieai  dlrocWr.  11. 

cioncy  of  work  at  Columbus.  7S:  con- 

vincvl    that    ColumbuB    .hauld    be 

Belmont,  battle  of,  I.  363. 371-373. 381 ; 

ovDUated,  76;  abilitv  u.  an  enEiorer, 

11.  39-18,  SO.  56;  orcupied  bv  Col. 

W.WDer.  19:  Polk's  «mp  of  otisorva- 

tion  at.  3R;  Gmnt  attaclu  camp  at. 

vant«imi   at,    12:    Grant's    plan    to 

buih  78:  rommcnt*  on  tbo  pMition 

break  up  camp  at,  42:  foms  at.  44: 

■t  lilBDd  Nd.  1(1,  b>-  his  hioErapher, 

eumpared  vilh  Shiloh,  44;  «re  of  th« 

79;  reeelve^  Pnlk'<  fnuk  support.  SO; 

voundcd  alter  the  battle.  GO.  SI. 

ermr  ol  hin  stiittrTicnt  in  rpgard  lo 

I'olk-i  approval  of  the  e.'a<'..stioi>  of 

B,rrMt'piS,fa.;!;™"i.  ■■. 

II. » 


partment,  86;  made  h 
^n°Polk''to  joi^  the  r 
pSStiaB.  HH:  Sakt oa  il 
WallMcTsmval  it  Br 
Hhiloh,  'M;  adviaos  John 


a  at  the  Western   De-        Shilah 


ham  ordered  to  hold,  9.S. 
Bethel   Church,    Va.,    Polk   i-iaits 
uoopa  at,  I.  355.  359:  Mecktenl 

<    BethelRtation.V^heBthampostcdat 
S8,  fli;  l™  WbIIr™'.  >n4v.J  .t. 
Bethleheir 


I   Polk   r. 


to.  I.  14;  II' 
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, „  _. At  Wart  Pcnnt,    1 

1.S6. 
Bird'i  Point.  Mo..  FedormE 

9;    Pilloir    UFmu    an    ntt 

Id  at,' 49  ^^t'i  da  mi 

BiTmiaeham,  vuit  to.  I.  142, 
Binbday  relrogpectioa,  11.  312,  213. 
Biahop.  Pf"  —  -" '    ■    '•"    '" 


unwd.  17lj 


.  1S3,  153; 

e  ciory  of  the  d£«, 


Diahops.  idiininc  article  on,  I.  236. 

Bliuk  aye.  a  clerical.  1.  186, 

Bluk-Kcpublican  hate.  I.  327. 

Black  River,  boundiui'  of  Depiuunent 
Na.2,  II.  I. 

Bledwe,  A.  T.,  Polk'a  camrade  at  W»t 
Point.  1. 75;  proleuor  of  mathenutin 
in  tbe  Univenlty  ol  VitBioia,  7i,  ;<H2i 


Bloomdeld   Caatle.    r 


Botivar  County,  Miia.,  purchase  o(  cot- 
tun  lundi  in.  I.  SUB. 

Bonn  Uoivenity.  an  imitation  of.  I.  ^48. 

Book  ol  Common  Prmj-rr,  idlrrationa  in 
tlia.  1.300. 308.3llKa3T.etHi|.;dei:la- 

oT  tbe  ATncrican  Church  Irom  the 
English  parent  inaUtution,  315.  3 IS. 
Booka,  Pofk^B  dcaira  tot.  1.  123i  contra- 
band, VM.  135. 
Books,  maiaiineB,  newipapen,  etc.. 
cited  and  relurTcd  to; 

Balm  for  tbo  Wear)-  and  Wounded, 

11.387. 
Bancrell's  Hiatory  "f  the  United 

Statea.  I.  11.  30.  note. 
Baltlee  and  ladeia  of  the  Civil 


Bible.  I.  230.  24S,  3TS. 
Bryanl'i   Hiitnry   ot   tl 
Statei.  II.  177. 


B  FeKT  MarcuTy.  T,  11,  fiS. 

— I  Macanne,  II.  ItS. 

n  Obwrver,  The,  I.  131. 

v.nuicn  Intelligeneer.  I.  376. 

Chunh  Jounial    I.  24S.  314.  31S. 

Colonial   Recoidi  of  North  Caro- 

Uoa,  i.  5.  7,  IS.  22,  23,  24. 
Common  Senae,  I.  58. 
Darunoulh   M&.   of  Mecklenburg 

RC»|VM,  I.  3(1. 

Davie  copy  of  Mecklenburg  Decla- 
ration of  Independcace.l.  57. 

Delcoae  of  the  itcvolulionary  Hia- 
tory of  North  Carolina,  1,  6. 

Diiectorium  Anilicanum.  I.  215. 

Eiecutive    Uttci^Book,    RaleiEh. 

Fanning'a'  Mafraiive,    I.    33.    39. 

Gatee'i  Ijatt«>Book.  1.  29,  30, 
Gatea  Papeta.  1.  20.  21.  25.  27-30. 
Greene  Papera.  1.  20.  23.  29,  31. 
HisljiTy  of  Company  H..  Maury 

Il"3BB. 


Johnaton'i  Narrative.  II.  208.  355. 
Jothua,  I.  Z4B.  , 

Lettera  on  tbc  Evidencea,  I.  91. 
Life  of  Albert  Sidney  JotiDaton.  I. 

life  of  GeUEral  Cieene.'l.  45,  note, 
56. 

Lc^^inc'a  Field-Book  of  tbe  Rero- 
iution,  I.  .M.  35. 

Memoira  of  tho  [Jfe  and  Campaian 
of  General  Greene,  in  tbe  War  of 
the  UevolutioD.  !.  56. 

Men  nnd  Timta  of  the  Revolution, 
I.  27.  31. 

Military  OpcralJona  of  General 
BeaureKard,  II.  91-93,  112.  113. 
117, 

NnUonal  Intelliccorcr,  1. 76.  143. 

New  Oriean*  Picoyune,  II.  lOO. 

New  York  ^tattaman,  1.  71. 

NoU'aNteof  KirbyUmith.II.  164. 

Numben.  I.  378. 

Official  Rccorda  of  the  War  of  the 
Rebellion,  II.  20.  20.  42.  43.  71, 
7S,  78.  81,  90.  92.  93. 96-68.  100. 
102.  113,  120,  132.  138.  152.  153, 
160,  ITS.  198.  200.  202.  236.  240, 
25S,  250,  262,  200,  207,  209,  273, 
274,  285.  292.  300. 

Pictorial  Field-Book  of  the  Revo- 
lution, I,  34,  35. 

PtocMdinsa  of  the  United  Conled- 

Raldgh  lUwater,'  I.  55,  56.  71, 
Ramaay'a  Hiatory  of  South  Caro- 
lina, I.  22. 
Reb«l,  Tbe,  II.  ITT. 
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iiHd) 


Booki,  nawspapen, , 

Biw  ukI  Fill  □[  tita  Coniaili 

Ooisniinsnt,  II.  390. 
Bbsrmiin's  MBmoln,  II.  333, 

3S1. 
Bnewi'i  The  fight  tor  Miiaoiii 

87. 
Bouthe 

II.3__ 
BpiriC  of  Mimtoat,  I.  SIS. 
TVrielon's  Memoin.  I.  0. 
Terecnph,  Tlie.  I.  113, 
TntinioDv  of  the  Hocka,  I.  100. 
Thns    Mgntlu   Id    the    Boutbern 

Stutoi.  II.  213. 
Univenity  of  tbe  Boutb  Pi^wrs,  I. 

232,  ZU. 
Wbeeler'i  naniim>nncs(  of  North 
Csroliiu,  I.  30. 
Border  Stitm,  the  biahop'i  views  oD 
■Uvciy  in,  I.  233.  224:  gndiul  ei- 
tinclion  of  «Uvory  In.  228. 
BorUnd.  Cot.  Solon.  Uardee'i  udoHJa- 

CUDP,  II.  13. 

Boetoo,  UCmyette  in,  I.  76;  Polk'i  viat 

to.  103,  m 

Bowen,  CM.  J.  S.,  to  join  I^llow'a  tom, 
In  Hinouri,  II.  S;  his  inlsjitry  aeot 
to  A.  H.  JohnnoD,  08. 

BowUnf  Gr«D.  Ky..  A.  S.  jDhruRon  de- 


r  deferiH  ol,  72;  Buell 
ive  upon.  72i  relrest  of 
fTom.     83:     tlirdcc'i 


28:  Buell's  moverr 
irap^vd  Canredenit 
34;  Huell'a  plan  U 


ur>'  DvpBTlmpal  Buildinai  in  Wuh- 
innon.I.  a.w. 

diffiFulty  of  cdiirntinR.  I,  1 10. 


troopis  A7;  ehief  of  atAff  of  titc  Arm 
of  Hiwvdppl,  88,  8!);  military  rvpi 
Iktion.  m.  13l:Mri|ni«ilucomniBn 
the  ^I'ToBd  Cnrpa  in  the  Army  i 

S9,  901  for^e  e'n(as«l  at  tthihih.  n 


'e  thereto, 
B  buttle  of 


etc.,  before  ud  durins 


buttle  of  Shiloh,  91-08. 


(CWthsm).  105,  199,  200.  (ae- 
bune).  203,  (Forsvth),  117.  (A.  B. 
JiAnmon),  97,  (PolW).  98.  lM-140, 
303-30^.  (Sykee).  201.  305,  2MI:  cam- 
pUuoa  to  Btqiiireipud  r^judinc  PoLk'e 
elLoged  bLridr&Dce  of  hia  txoop>,  102; 

COnVUllation    virh    RfwiiiwtfiirJ.    Pnlli 

udJohnM 


1,  100-103; 


lialatretlon  qif,  IS 


117, 120:a 

ffeSice  ol  I ._,  —  .  --r- 

command,  121:KccptaKirbySraith'a 
propoal  for  ompiiaD  in  mlddte  Ten- 
oeesee  and  Kentucky,  122;  nipporUd 
by  hii  ofiieers  for  Ibe  Kentueky  cam- 


tration.  I3S:  i| 
NnfoTcementB,  ' 


ipio- 

I2S: 


uteristire.  etc.,  131,  128.  130-132, 
139.  114.  140,  148.  140.  ISA,  171.  198, 
202.  207,  209-Jll:  Flstion  over  nw- 
e«  at  ILIunforda^'i]le.  ISO.  133;  flrat 
cDnfrontatLGD  vitb  a  bifther'  coneral- 
phip,  130;  hia  bearini  a  ahoek  to  hia 
■ubordinain,  130;  diHicultieg  in 
efTccting  combination  wi^  Smith, 
133,  l.U:  iDBlructioOB  to  Polk.  130! 
Pnlk  rrpurts  opinion  that  arm^  la  too 
much  arattered,  138;  at  Leupotoa. 
139.  143.  144;  Polk  reporta  hla  de- 
daion  toduteiEaFTl  ordcfH,  141;  orden 
to  Polk.  On.  0863.  142, 143:  lenda 
provininng  lo  Polk.  143;  dbpatch  to 
PolkrromFrankfort.Oct.4.1S62.14Si 

tuin  concentration  irf  tronpa.  149; 
Polk>  report  to.  rcflardlDjcdtipoHtiua 
of  troopa  for  Oct.  7,  14e;letter  of  in- 
atnirtionx  to  Polk.  149.  ISO:  cnn5den- 
tbl  circular,  14fl,  150;  ordcra  to  Polk, 
Oct.  7,  1802.  150;  onlen  Folk  lo  take 
Cheatlum'a  diviiiDn    to    Pcrryvillc, 

orders  to  Polk.  IS3;  Pnlk'a  report  to, 

ence  after  Peiryvillp.  158:  diimayed 
by  aituatioa,  1SS-150;  decline!  to 
awume  command.  155:  commcnda 
I'olk  ill  dinpatcheft.  lAH;  calla  a  coiiO' 
cil  o[  war.  IKI;  lo«e«  the  conlidcnrca 

cure  cnnn-majtiaron  General  Polk, 
IIH,  in»;  utiles  nn  official  account  at 
the  campaign.   May  2H,   1803.   lOA, 

172-175;  reiccia  PoVa  advice  M,to 

of  t^tone  KiveT,  194;  ooireapondenee 
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■    Bimkafisld  Point,  Hud»  ordond  to 


A  mMninfl  of  dnnilar  laUor,  2(M;    Bruidoo*  Mi 


e  msMiiu  oi  , 

letur,  ace-SOS:  ^k'l  «riiiioa  of, 
307-210,  298,  309:  ordaradto  npoR 
It  IU<:hinaiul,308:ialrioCiHDof,211; 


ruiaoD,  MH.,  rou  ujc«  eomo: 
at.  II.  31Sl  Folic  i-uit>  JoboaloE 

Bniu^wiDa,  Thopiu  PnlL  In  buttli 
1. 11;  Williun  Polk  in  hattle  of.  4 


217;  PoU  EOes  to.  for  orden,  220; 
D>«  Polk  hia  viswi  ol  tbe  sltuition, 
^j  fuika  Polk's  oouDHl.  230,  222; 
hoUii  m  aonfflrvDce  at  headquarten, 
212,  222;  hulth  of,  222;  move*  to 
Cowbq's,  233;  reliance  oD  hia  offioen. 
225. 22S;  in  terpnlatioD  of  RoiwciHDg'i 
movsnieDts  at  Ctilckaniauca,  237; 
delalla  of  movenwDto,  orden,  etc..  in 
battle  of  CbickaiDBUO,  237-207:  poa- 
nm  (aee  alio  CiucM*UAi.'a*):  Polk'a 
■Manae  ol  confidaniM  to.  251;  io- 
tormad  by  Polk  that  Raeecntw'eentin 
army  vu  aniaiod,  2A1;  orden  lor 
the  battle  of  the  2mli,  and  the  diffi- 
cult reaudina  General  Hill,  2S4,  et 
S.,^  _.:.j,  OeUyi,  2M- 

n'or'2D0;  Polk  reporta 

;   Polk   urcee   Eragt  to 


_^ iai'^olk™-.- 

206;  lack  of  uitanat  ii 
tion,  2nS:  papera  of  ~" 
at  hla   hudquarlt 


>,  281;  . 


as;  liii  force  sompared  with  that  of 
BracK.  Sfl.  90;  (ores  eODwed  at  Shi- 
toh,  HO;  Dinvcinenti  antf  imitioDt, 
orden  relaliva  thereto,  etc.,  befon 
and  during  the  battle  of  Shiloli.  03, 

9S-08,  99,  101-10*,  108,  110,  H3: 

102,  103;  diaproportioD  between  Ui 
force  and  Braca'a,  104;  his  divwon 
nplamB  MeCown's  divMm,  ordered 

,    132; 


unpopularity  of.  with  bis  gcoemla, 
291;  subaequent  modificaiion  of 
ehaina  agaiut  Polk,  2D2;  demanda 
PoUcVreaaons  for  delays  on  the  20th, 
302;  Polk'a  anawer.  292-29.']:  aua- 
penda  Polk  from  cammand.  205: 
meeting  ol  the  lenentla  at  hia  hend- 
□uartan  on  the  nicht  of  tlie  '"-'- 


'  at  Murfrcaboro,  103:  a 
s  Bcau'ii  retirement  n 


etc.,  bt'fon  and  durini  the  battle  ot 
Chjekaniauri,  21U.  2,W-2S4, 2Bn,  207, 
270-273,  277,  270,  293,  294;  aecom- 


Polk.  298;  their  diamiaa 
aeota  to  Polk's  replsc 
probable    voluntary    m 

Kirijy  Sniith,  301;  hia 
ol, confidence  in,  301;  re 

command,  315,   310;    r 

by  Polk  for  higher  Held,  .iiu:  reaev« 

from  command,  317.     See  aleo  Arhi 


m'menScd 


MuarBEKaBOKn; 


a  plan  of  attack  on  Gi 


e;  RicHUOHn    Brevard,  Knh 


chief  of  Btnfl,  and  anial 

(Ecncml,  II.  190,  292. 

Bredin.  Thomae,  aadata  i 

«ty  oftbeSi    ■'    '  ""' 


cTSu"'  " 
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tiooa,  I.  11.  Doti 

niect  eommiiiw 

S8:  impri»nnea  hj 

Bric^kniiikiDE,  I.  Ul 

BridfKPort.  TenD., 


Brffiit.J..  dSiveninddr 


234;    diaUnre 
;3B;    Gninier'i 

Lha  Univenity. 


thiTHiKfa  middle  TuiBsane,  K:  on 
condition  o[  Grsot's  uiny  at  Shibh. 
116;  prena  KiH>y  flmith,  131.  122; 
commBDilinc  ia  middia  Ttiiini— ii. 
123:  dispodUDP  ol  bit  force  ia  midd^ 
Tnineisiie,  123;  Bnu'i  plan  of  cun- 
paiEU  BKBinrt,  123,  124;  fluvpennoa 
of  fain  advimce  oa  ChittuoogK,  123; 
diudvantaan  ns  abhjdaC  Bran.  135; 
icsiat  Bra«g,  I2B;  bane  at 


234;  onbred  to  occupy  laiwion,  234; 
onicrrd  to  fall  back  fmm  Ixiudua, 
234;  ordered  Co  cvacuBle  KaaivUIr, 
234;  movpmcnU  and  poailioiM,  ordcn 

iwc  the  battle  ot  Chickamaunn,  2:». 
33T-339,    241-243.    247.    35(1,    277; 

diiw  tiM  Army  of  tho  r:uat 

(e,^M7;   opinion   ol    Polk-a 

CITB;  IJE  •HD  (lOHDON-l.  MlU.. 

Buell,  MalXli-n.  Don  Coiloa.  oncrstini 
igninat  A.  S.  Jtibiurton.  II.  Ii3;  moves 

Ilnrdce  and  Crilt*nden,  IM);  ordered 
(o  more  upuQ  Bawling  Green.  72: 
approachcfl    Sevan  nah,    92;    inarch 


KS, 


•'HfS'" 


in  Snutb  Camlinn,  I.  V 

Charleaton,  45. 
Briton,  varying  feelinra  in 

towardtheoarmoi;  I.  8 
Bmed  lUver.  I.  33. 
Brooklyn.  Polli  invited  to 

ol  Dr.  Mcltvaine-i  raB»™.i.ou  .u, 

I.  110. 
BrowD,  Cad't.  mae  of  guppoecd  fa™r- 

Hinii  lo,  Bt  Weal  Point.  1. 115. 
BruBHla.  Polk  U»i-»  Paris  for.  I.  130; 
...       _    ._. ^^    130.  , 

n  tbe  Bhol- 

Bryiintirviile,  Ky.,  eelrcled  by  Braig  oi 

■  tcmpanry  blue,  11.  130, 102;  Polk'a 
propwiition  to  fall  back  on.  130;  Polk 
movBi  toward,  141;  Brami'a  depot. 
150,  173.  174;  point  indu-ated  (or 
poaaiblE  rctrciit  Emm  Perryvillc.  IM; 
retinment  of  Uian'a  troona  h.  103, 
Buchanan.  Prea.  JTmw.  letter  from 
Polk.  1.  390,  300;  appoinle  laat  day. 


128;  advance  lowaid  GlasKow, 
128;  imponanoe  tbat  he  ahaiiM  ho 
dcfesled.  12S,  120;  atrenrth  of  poa- 
tion  at  Howling  Green.  I3S;  advanre 
irom  Bowling  Green,  130;  Bra«g'a 
wavering  piaaa  ol  attack  on,  130. 
131;  incnft-<ed  atrength  ol.  130:  Kii^ 
by  flmilh'a  propoaed  combination 
agsinet.  131.  132;  hii  advance  cnWn 
Loiiiavilie.  133;  bflnrnca  in  Ken- 
tucky, 132;  nrrlval  at  Louin-ille.  133; 


Buckner.  I.t.-Ccn.  Bimon  B,.  pwition 
at  Bowling  Green,  II.  37;  division 

of  Miaaimppi,  123:  niavementa.  poai- 
tiona,  etc.,  before  and  during  the 
battle  ol  Pero-viUe,  146,  Ma,  154. 
ISB:  commended  by  Bragg  in  report 
at  Perryville,  ISH;  joina  Army  ol 
Tennwee.  217;  Hardee  aakg  for.  223; 


to,  etc.,  before  and  during  tbe  batlka 
of  Perryville,  137-1*0.  ISl-lM.  167. 
l.Vt,  100;  PoUc  nreparea  lo  develop 
hi*  advance.  138;  Polk  determinea  lo 

pecUtlona  o'l   dcfcstini,    13of.P 


o  alrikc  by  way  of  II 
.  144;  Polk'a  iiQwillii 


Jengtha 


lield,  140;  al 

157.    tflS:    nccoa 

Perryville,  154:  T 

viUe,  l.SO:  loaaea 

plan  of   hia   mo^ 

punuca  Polk'i  reUraling  army.  103: 

hia  piirauit  protcKted  by  Vheeler  aocl 

Jolin  Morgan,  103:  tbreateiu  tbe  line 


Perryville,  163; 

enta.    162,    163; 

armv.  103: 


rial   of  bif 


I 68-173;  nreBath 
i«  ravalry.    109, 


170: 
an.  »  Olaa- 

■npatgn.  17?»^ 
uiVille.   170; 
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.     .  Polk's  BJipn 

bury  Diilrirt.  32,  31, _..,  ...  _ 

BtmilntinK  Thomm  PolL  oommiuider        iamnoa  by  Tori . 

t^BulubuTy  IMMript,  31;  sMimsIa  ni  Csmdon,  &.  C,  GaUw'n  i 

Tboniu  Polk,  32.  Galea's  defeat  st.  ui 

Biinuide,  Msj.-Gea.  Arnbnws  E.,  sd-  31.  22,  i\;  William  Pi 

TUicsi  into  east  Tenocwc.  II.  234:  11;  Britijih  post  lU,  K 

U  before  ChickHmHUics,  £34;  Ca-mpaiaii,  prepAriofl  foi 

«i?k;  Rl>™n'  CsthpUc  "bM 


BunimrtoD,  Gov.   Otoiot.   pornplslnls  Campbell,  John  A.,  on  wfviMii  of  F.  8. 

of  edonista  of  North  Carolina,  I.  B.  Lroti,  I.  172-174. 

Button.  Gov..  I.  4B.  CsRipbell,  Col.  A.,  Fomnunda  33d  Ten- 

Bustnen  cnieii.  I.  182.  1S3.  nrsam  rstcimfnt  at  Shiloh,  II.  112. 

Butler.  oriKin  of  .irnigmo,  I.  3.  Campbell,     Willi»m.     t^iam^ndrr    at 

Butler,    Maj.-Gen.    Benjamin    F.,    In  Kina'a  Mour 

comnumd  at  Nev  OrlenuB,  II.  17e.  Cunpbell,  Sit 

Butler,  Major  Ednard,  death  of.  1.303:  etrior  of  Botil 


h  Carolina.  I.  12. 
ridie,  Stgvuuan  at,  IL 


Butte  to.L  33:' ol 


Aflhin^ton.    I-   7Ii   vint   t 


Camp  Bi 
14S. 
1  nomas  rout    Camp  DifE  Koooruon,  ii.  im,  noia. 
net.    20.    21;    Camp  Rippnhannoek.  Lee's  bekdqiur- 
isbuiy,  23.  ten,  II,  290. 

..  anecdote  of    Camp    Robinson.    Ky.,    muiteriog   al 
tor  his  son's        l.'nionlroomal.ll,25. 
':  godson  and    Camp  Sc^tt.  Wmt  Point,  I.  70. 
■son,    U.    S7;    Campus  Martius,  I.  136. 
Butler.  67.  Canada,  travel  in,  I.  83-H5, 

I.  137.  Canning,  GootBe,   " 

Wasmn^ton.    I . 
aeon        Point.  71. 

Cannon.  Polk  miured  by  siploaiou  of 

a.  1.383. 
Canton.  Mi«..  march  at  Fedoral  troops 
1,  II.        to.  II.  330. 
oDt's    Canton  Road.  Federal  movement  on. 


Grant's  lunboati  to,  aflfr  Bcimunt.  348-3.51,  302.  371;  French  otdnwl  to 

41:  Grant  in  command  at.  40.  SI;  occimy  his  fotmet  line,  371. 

Pope  forma  column  at,  for  onerations  Capo  Feoi  Ris-er,  Scotch  Colony  oo,  I. 

on  the  riven,  89:  Gtant  advances  on  13. 

Coliimbus  trom,  72;  Oranf.  flotilla  Cape  Girotdeau.  Mo.,  Pilloir  urges  at- 

al,  72.  tack  on,  II.  12:  Fremont's  [ores  at,  16. 

Caldwell.  Dr.  Charla.  on  authenticity  Caperton's  Ferry,  Tenn..  Tederai  crose- 

of  Che  Merklontauti  Declaration  ol  mc  at,  II,  234:  Irom  Cbstlanoucn, 

iDdependence.  I.  M.  230;  communications  with,  237. 
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Cipo  di  MoDtc.  I.  13fl. 

C&ptun,  a  Bib1s-reBdit4,  T. 
CuBcaUB,!.  13S. 
Culi^,  Penn..  ramiml  of  ^ 
to.  1. 1:  birth  of  Thonu- 
Cvneg,  Cupt.  Willtiuii,  a 


II.  lM;lunGtionwithIVKitor'arari[. 

155.  tSTiPolk'ij><HtionoD,lW. 
Chanmu.   Dr.   Nstiuniel.   Polk   coo- 

Mib.  I,  127. 
Chukfl     I..     HobgR     Pollock     Krva 


C^roluiu,  tbb  tfarwtSBad  by  the  Fad- 

enl^lt.  231. 
Cuthue,  Md,.  nuirch  of  Fsdeni  tnaxt 

toTiTaao. 

Cuey,  Situ.  Polk'i  comnds  Bt  W«t 
>■"'—     ■.   76;   m&jor-geDenil  in   the 


Chu-lHtui.  B.  C.  Nortli  Cnn 
■iw  o[.  13:  Tho'mu'  Folk 


.  12.  aK; 

.30:  ™- 


from  J.  E.  JobnatoD  U 


<^pt.   Mo^'i  teaolLcrUon 


00.  II.  3se. 

Caiwi^,  Odd.  Rirhard.  bij  r- 
dufierafld,  I.  2H;  govomor  n 


fi;     Connrsllii 


!1   damifen 


.   4;   b&ttle  of 


Chklk  Bank.  Kv..  Confederate  occup* 
tioa  of,  II.  22. 

Chalmcn,  Brig.-Cen.  Jama  R..  pD» 
tion  M  Cave  City,  II.  nil:  uiuuccen 
ful  attack  on  MuDfordsvillp.  VM:  ii 
battle  of  MurfreBborn,  1KB,  187 
wounded  Id,  187;  operatinc  with  For 


abindoned  by  Gal. 

22:  tEsilutioo'of  peoiilB  of,  21:  tba 
While  Uoiw  Hi,  14;  drath  of  Tbomu 
Polk  at,  34:  viut  of  l«9sin(  to,  34: 
birth  of  Willuim  folk  Dmr.  37;  Wuh- 

treat  from,  41:  depJorabls  cooditioD 
of  affun  St.  41:  Gov.  ManiD'a  ra- 
pon,  S9;  Gpn.  Hill  It,  II.  2S7. 

ChHtham  Garden,  Mew  York,  ball  to 
Ufayelt*  in.  I.  75. 

Chotuhoochie  River.  Polk  «ipect*  bat- 
tle near.  II.  3IH. 

ChBttiinDoea.TeiiD.,  aalubrioiUBiuniner 
cliimite  of,  I.  230:  IJniveraty  meetiDC 
at  Ixnkout  Mountain.  240;  arrival  ol 
the  Aiioy  of  MiHinirai  at.  11.  122; 
BuFlI   pr^KH   Kirby   Bmitb  in   the 


ChancHlloraville,   Pnn.    Ds 

death  of  Jiu:k»n  at.  II.  ; 

Chapel,  buildini  at  the  O 

Chapel  Hilll  N.  C'..  36,  4' 
UNHreBsrTT  or  Noktb 
Chaplain,  the  planlalioD,  I 
ChapUlm,  arniy.  II.  215,  2 
Chaplio'a  Crrek,  Ky..  form 


•s  advan 


122; 


23:  croaaina 
lh«  Army  ol 


J  70:   Roeecrai 


of  tbe  Teni 

MiesLigippi  at.  125:  Brad's  prepara- 

■'inof  [3iui  of  Kentucky  campaiin  at. 

■ailroad^m  ^ui£hoaiato^l^ 
Eit«ncd  by  the  Federole.  221; 
pied  by  Bragg,  223.  233;  eondi- 

^on  of'p^k'e^nM  erounci.  233; 
at,  233,  234; 
ombarded  by 


vonrity  of 
Ree  also 
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cmn  lattity.  2S1:  Roaeci 
ta.   2S2.   304:    Fedeml    I 


.THAM:    Brajcg'g  delays  at, 

£44;  Bnn'a  condurt  at,  limfLar  to 

posil^oiiKt.24G;FhariiFtr[o[Ilw^t- 
ttl^-g^>und.  24U.  247;  (ires  at.  217; 
Ihs  CnnfednratB  lino  at,  247;  (he 
Federal  lino  atp  247;  Qrau  UDprc- 

IDC  riRht  wing  It,  aa2.  255;  fonwi 
employed  on  (iath  ndes  in  battle  ol 
(he  IBth.  2fi2.  2i3:  Polk's  headqunr- 
tan  at  AleiuuJer's  Bridne,  2!\3.  2M: 
Brad's  plan  of  battle  and  ordera  for 
the  Snth.  SSB;  ordeti  ianied  by  Polk 
iDjr   movameDia  on   the  ZOtb,   2ST; 

-J,   ^ 

, ,   , —   ot   tbe 

befon  and  durina  the  battle 
20th.  266-280;  (MeclH  la  (oi- 
[or  the  battle  ot  the  20th.  207; 
'  on  the  20th,  260.  270: 
.  o.a^vrorka  at,  269. 270, 2Ttl; 
tha  Federml  risht.  276;  Polk'* 
'--  ■'-  final  ehaiifo  at,  279; 
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ODtaae  oi  Ion  at,  2Se-Z8B;  percen- 
Um  of  Fednral  la«  Bt,  2N7:  Long- 
■treet'a  opinion  of  the  riclory,  288; 
Le«>  coDcratuLAtiona  on  tbe  victory, 
290;  Brass  uks  Polk  lor  reuoni  [or 
delay  at,  293;  Polk  hUmed  by  Brnoi 
lor  efTora  on  the  field  ol,  202.  etaeq.; 
Polk  unwen  Bnun'a  ioquinn  m- 
(Brdin(  delayt.  292-205:  Polk  di»- 
claima  nopoiuiibiUiy  for  dolay",  304; 
ktlor  of  Bra«  to  Maj.  Sykea  ro- 
EBjrdiiiE  the  ballln  of,  295.  206;  Hill 
nrcuwd  of  aacrifiFlnf  troops  mt.  200; 
the  questioD  ol  punuit  Bfter.  304; 
J'olk  on  the  batlkficld.  349.  Hee  slao 
Chcathaii;  HoaecB^NB. 

II,  285,  el  arq.:  Polk'a  inability  to 


he.  223;  the  peopla  of  the  South  >l- 
r>ui«rt  to  the.  2:15:  the  wIvKtion  of 
hi:.  2:17.  238:  Polk'a  vievs  on  iha 
ourae  Dt.  in  Suia  sdopUnE  mxo- 
ioD,  302,  et  aeq.;  atatua  of,  on  the 
Ksaaion  of  the  Southern  Stal«.  304, 


Northern  love  (or  the  Southern  eeo- 
tion,  31:1;  the  Catholio  conatitution 
of  the,  314.  et  xtq.;  imponibility  ol 

fn"tho."l4,'et  Soq!?°rirlSopkinl.™ 


Critteoden'n  poMtion  west  of,  240; 

Iddj^troet  halted  al.  288. 
Chiokamaiura  Vallr>'.  II.  2:t.5.  236. 
Chiekpn-thief.  punMhrnenl  ol  a.  I.  192. 
Childbood,  1. 1>3. 

Children,  on  the  tralnim  ol.  1. 1»7.  ISO. 
Chilton.  Thomiu.  member  nl  thr  llouin 

of  KeprewntnlivH  [or  Konlucky,  I. 

110.  111. 
Chortav    country,     miaeiouiry     tour 

"""  I.  138;  P< 

20U.  210; 

neeondtii 

ChomeL  Dr.,  opinion  of  Polk'a  ilckneaa, 

1.127. 
Chriat.  tlw  natlem  of  humnn  lifp,  t.  212. 
Cbnit  C^hunh,  tMobile.  conaermtion  of, 

I.  1C2. 
Chriat  Chureh,  Ncir  Oilenna,  I.  103; 

Dr.  I«arock,  trctar  of,  307. 
Chriatcnin*  a  ncini>  family,  I.  193. 
Chriatian  Tfllow.liip,    nesknun  of,    a 

Ijiiilt  in  the  EiHsropal  Church,  I.  122. 
Chriniiuiity.  advance  of  neitmea  in,  I, 

32fl 

Chri2 


322;  Polk's  bclini  in  iirr  innuon™  lo 
mollify  aection.ll  feelinc,  326:  draw- 

biahop'a  von  to  the,  3S7;  Pidk'a 
position  in,  II,  390-400.  Sue  alw 
Chukch    or    Eholind;    MiHwrxT: 


Churrh  authority,  high  ideiu  of,  I 


217. 


n  Rome.  I.  133. 


Chunih  diaciplino,  the  bishop's  reluc- 
UnnetoMlminiitn.  I.2I7. 

:huRh  of  Engliind,  rsbtion  to  the 
diureh  in  Aniericn.  I.  30fl.  343.  344. 

ThuTch  nl  the  Atonement,  Augusta, 
CicEbem]  Pulk's  body  received  by 
rammitlnelrom.  It.  384. 

niuCEh  of  the  Confedonito  Ststea.  ac- 
tion of  Ocncml  Council  of,  on  desths 
of  Biah^  Polk  and  Otey,  11.397. 

'  tile  UnivcToity  o!  tlie  South.  I.  2.'i2. 

rinclnoati,  UMo,  Polk'a  eDnaerntion 
at.  I.  151;  UnrwRd  Convention  Ht, 
ism.  307;  thmtcnod  by  Kirby 
Smith.  II.  120.  129;  Coneral  Wriihi 


at  ChirknmaugB.  II.  2l>fl. 
,  dutiee  In  times  of  public  i 
.  2»0;   perwHul   allecianci 


.   lOH; 


. ^rmy  ol' tli 

fi  military  liRht.  1' 


153; 


, f,  200,  317; 

the  hrart  ol  Anslo-Uaion  Chrirtian- 
ity,  225:  its  prinriples  of  the  efsence 
of  Chriet'a  leliitinn,  233:  to  benefit 

all  thioiwh  the  IJnivrnuty.  233,  331; 
hope  ul  recUiiniug  waEtdcren  from 


1  University,  I,  T' 
Ticulty  remlcrini  p' 


I    Poller   on.  313: 
Imw   recaroed   by 
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C1«rk.  Cen,  rhsrlM.  moved  [mm  Cor- 
inth to  L'niDD  City.  II.  H.  11.  17: 
afflpinl  nport  of  the  bsttlo  of  Shiloh, 
eS:  movcmen.E,  puailioni.  etr„  bc- 
fons  Hid  durioii  tfc  battle  of  Shiloh, 
65,  on,  103,  100,  107,  110;  WDUDdcJ 
•tShiloh,  107. 

Clark,  Jonas,  fvrtilio^  to  reniiiiifiiH****!  nf 
Merkkiihiiii  DwUnition  of  lucij- 
pcndrniv,  I.  SA. 

ClnrL,  Col.  Tbomiui.  Vnllpy  Forge  mo- 
nwfiHl  tsblel,  I.  IS.  note. 


notbcT-ronntry,  H;  priio  tho  union 
(ith  GnX  Britain.  &;  inhcritrd  mn- 
tilutinnnl  rishU  of  tiM.  8;  refunl, 

iKhtn  to,  ft;  French  Bl1ii<n<-e.  Ifl; 
riirrily  nf  nbres  in,  111;  Brituh  Coo- 


on'Sfflla? 


I    roloMHun],  thr.  I.  133. 


Cby,  Henry.  Polli'a  nicotine 

100:  ponaul  apprnnince  ■_.._  

ncr,  10!):  iniili'al  meeting  of  ColoDi-    < 
ut ion  Society,  ILZ, 

Clnyton.  MnJ.-Gcn.  II.  D..  at  meeting 
brlneen  tfao  EenenUi  at  Canvillo,  II. 


d.  11.  1 


V  rcrryvillp.  197,  13H.  142, 

13H';  no^ilioD  at  Murfnxnbnro, 
-~  batUa  of  ' 

ln"in.  3, 


in  battla  of  MuTfreeibarD, 


Brasa'a  nliromant  u  ncccury,  2(11 ; 
leU«r  to  Uruu,  202:  *t  ivrvtm  in 
camp,  214:  poMlion  ol,  at  Dug  and 
Callelt'i  Gapa,  KIR:  ockncn  olT  238; 
movempnta,  pOEiitionii,  etc.,  at  Chlrli- 
amaiini,  in  bottle  ol  the  inih,  2SI, 
2112;  ordcn  iniied  by  Polli  to.  on 
failure  to  find  Hill.  2S9-2U2,  20:):  nC 
camp-fire  with  Hill  and  Brcckinridce, 


-fllumbb  luTituto,  founiled,  I.  ISI,  IRZ. 

^lumbua,  Ky.,  Folk's  refiual  to  full 
Irom,  1.  3IW:  Polk'n  hndiiuHrtcn  at, 
369,  37a  372.  ;17B.  38(1.  382.  II.  57; 
" ■  — '— 1  to  duty  at,  73, 


__ ._    ._  lire,  17;  ptvpam- 

tlan>  lor  orcupnIJon  of.  17:  ita  lorU- 
ficatioQ  and  dvfenMi,  17.  IK,  2S,  2n, 
03,  BH,  70,  71;  evncuntion  of.  18,  7f)- 
ei:  Fromont'a  intention  to  occupy, 
19;  □ccupic'd  by  Pillow,  10:  Fcdrml 
detn-minalion  to  aoiie,  21 :  rmolution 
ot  tho  Konturky  Konato  on  the  ocru- 
pation  ol,  23, 23:  Qor.  Harria'a  n-pre- 
HsntatJona  to  Pfea.  Dava  in  regard 


aergy.  acatcily'  in  Arknnsui,  I.  170; 
the  biahop'd  feclingJt  tofrard,  217; 
dontKbiiity  for  the  South  of  d  native, 
224,  22S.  233.  23S.  230:  the  Univcr- 

er^S3,244"'"'"  ' 

Cleveland,    Benjamin,   connnander   at 


Cioixt^B.  buiidlnjE  At  > 

the  South.  I.  207. 
Clyde  River,  I.  144. 
Coaat,  holdinc  ol  needed  troops  on  1 

II.  tit. 
Coat  ol  um-i.  the  Polk.  I.  2. 
Cobba,  N.  H..  bi^iop  of  Alabanui, 

Polk  likened  to.  II.  liOI. 
Coffin.  John,  charge  of,  at  battle 
Eutaw  Sprincs,  1. 44, 4S. 


ity  ol 


40:  ekploaion  of  Dahlgren  gun  at.  4'l: 
Mn.  M^l«an  mceUi  Polk  at.  SO; 
tnxipa  sent,  from,  toTllKhman,  01; 


)    through,    I 


Henry  and  Dunolsa 
watchful    gu>penw 


atntion  a^inst.  71:  the  key  to  tl 

vance  on,  72;  Pulb'ham'pered  by  hu' 
oF  tttniH.  72;  military  operations  t 
stopped  on  account  of  weather.  7. 
FoUi  a  detecmination  to  stand  a  lieg 
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73:  withdrawal  of  FrdraP  tarrr^  ttttm  pnrvni  for  tbc  Pirwidetrt  nod  Coo^ 

IwCon;.  73;  Pulk  mdy  to  turn  over  arena  of.  3U3:  ■  eounlry  lon^a  to  tb« 

the   commuKl    to    IteBuiegiud,    74;  t'nitnl  Ntetvi,  3^^-   rnfwniw  ibHi- 

Polk'a  objcrliniu  to  Kiving  v"    "  ■-  ""      '  "-'  ---' 

KtmnRth.  76. 7G.  7R.  SO;  Kolernl 

virlinn  tlmt  it  Khinild  be  eviruatal,  fnni  rDnqix^t,  28;  Cini 

Pnik    uncn    upon    Bcauirinnt    th^ 


GibniKur  ot  the  'Wnt."  78;  *t 
on  the  .ri«ht,  79:  dralt  ot  m 


>.  10,  70;  e 


of,  upon  Confrd- 
80:  PnIk  n     ' 


.n.  » 

DEDsLwh 

I4l:admi 

.of.. 

1.33 

,38, 

oral*  (miiu.  70,  80:  1 

onlcni  (o  eiiHeiMlc  KO;  Polk'i  officui 
rcpnrt  of  the  c\ikruatinn,  Rl;  Polk' 
fimt  liqeof  (Lpfrtuvof  tho  Mininpni 

K2;  cun*  of,  Innrtferrpd^o  fuluid  No.  'Joatrvm.     ^vv     t-^ONrEOEHATB     ^;orf- 
10 mnd  Furt  Pillow,  K2;  l-otki  much         ur»h:  United  Stitfji  Cdnoum. 

to  Khiloli  [men,  l(M.  CoiMript*.     Sm  UtMEirrrju. 

ColumblU.   Mini.,    miiMaiiuy    loumcy  Con-ic<T»tioii  mn  Mimioniry  Buhop  of 
to,  1.  11)3:  Pnknl  ruvalry  opcratiuru        the  Southwent.  I.  IM.  I5£. 

in    the   DrijEhborhmd    of,    IT.    32S:  ConHmtion  vow,  the  inLenmiAiioa  of, 
Fedcni]  molcb  from  net  TcniwHee        1.  317,  31S. 

to,  JW:  evnnution  of.  ;<.13.  Conpvn-ativa  rhurrhnuin.  a,  1.  217. 

Comnmnrho  IihIuIDK.  I.  ISS,  r..n,l-nli™,  l.hn  (:r™.t.    i.r,.h    in    Rum.. 

Commcnrcment  Halt,  buildinii  at  th< 

L-nivenily  of  thr  Houth,  1.  2li7, 
CommonwrHlth.  the,  how  reguilcd  ii 

New  EnKlapd,  I,  T. 
Commiinion.  the  Holy,  colebnlJOD  vith 

n  nPRTO  roruciT'ictition,  I.  178.  ....  _  ._  ._ 

^'CompMiy  to  diDiMTT."  If.  3fl1.  botiee  tA  Mac-hLeiibuTK  I>e<~latmtion  of 

^_-j.._.  .!._  __!. — ■ —  ^f  piety,  1.  212.        IndF-pemlefwe,  10;  jbdiou —  '"  '  "~ 


Coiutitutiooml  liberty. 


cdcrary,   the  Eucutivi-   Muuiijb  cuter.  Pa.,  14;  ■djoumi  CoYorii.  Ph.. 

the.  irstlitoUtesmhiloh,  100;  U :  renwvo*  Tboiniui  Polk  fiom  com- 

thuniiHniii,  tIB.  maud,    17;  authofuea  him  to  nun 

oderule  KTmy,  work  of  the  church  nrw  li^ment,  17;  ileinoraliistioD  la 

ijar-^ncnil  in,  II.  1;  diifiruity  of  to  oncuDiio  ma  timy  lot  defenne  of 

>inK  viJuntwra  for.  l-f;  Polk's  fciirs  the  Suulhem  RUlai,  Zl;  reeo«niHd 

'  its  nlninitth,  US,  119;  lowM  at  by  Mcrklonburi  KcKiiveK,  00. 

^f^to'Conire»,  ff.linwiM  of  Polk  Re^nt,  I^KN  vlS^  fStkb  Me- 

Ihc.  I.  3.S1:  thanka  I'olk  for  Bel-  morial  Tablet.  14,  15:  maaenafi  at 

int,  II.  41.  SZ.  Valley   Fone,    !(>,    17:  difficulty  ot 

edcrate  ttovemment.  gives  no  in-  iwiinng  eolistmcnti  in.  17;  Thonua 

Tiction   la  rcEnrd   to    Kealucky'a  Polk's  alleged  refuni  to  SHpplvtbem 

utnlity.  fl.  IH.  ID;  dismtisfaFtion  with  proviiioni.  25,  20;  Maj.  William 

..     ._     ..: :      ...       ..:.     L ..  n.„.. ;__    in    ,^_    4(^4.    loyJtr 

1  at  Valley  Form,  40. 
age  of  lo«  at.  11.  287. 


by  an  eiajucmtKl  apphrstion  of  the 
dortrine   o(   Klule   rtKhtfl.    BO;    - 


a  Bnu'a  rrrwrt  of  the  Ken-    Coii< 


Dn«'s  relations  with,  302; 
forma  it  of  the  procrew  of 
rumtwipi.  32H-331:  Polk  eo 
by.  for^lendbn 
Confederate  St  ■  - 


Univc 
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INDEX.  415 

II.  77;  Bwnncard'i  report  to.  of  the    Cauiicni.  line  of.  bctman  West  Point 

baUki  ot  lihilofa,  102;  Bnm'a  ™<o-        ucl  Uifonl,  II.  Xii. 

pliduuto.  132;ovi>nroiled.  211.  Court<ni»<if  L(o,  Mn.  Polk'a  Ukioi  loF 

CwhUvot!^!!.  'sae. '  Cowan's  FaM.  Oenonl  Davidnn  killed 

Corinth,  Mim.,  nnemblinE  timpa  at,  I.  at,  I.  30;  b&ttle  d[,  42. 

352;   enibracL'd   within    l^cponment  Cownna.  Tenn.,   11.   21S;  quertian  of 

No.  2.   11.    1:  Polk's  trmpo  at.  3;  tiikiT^pintKt.222;  Polk  and  BudLdei 

UnTon  City  (™m|        223.            '        '  °™' 
bars  Kt,  6n;  hold-    CowpeDS.  bmttke,  I.  42. 
ly  of  Mineiasippi.    Crab  Urchard,  Buel]  threateni,  II.  163. 
"Credit  of  the  Tan 


ilTHirk  niovcd  U. 


In  battla  of  ghiloh, 

uoops  at,  11.  LIW. 

ST.  8H,  02;  Fodcral  plann  aHainst,  HS;  Criltflndan.     Maj.-Gen.     Geoife     B., 

at,  BS°A.  V,.  Johnlnon'a  arrinll  b"sS;  esroixntrDui  in'uium'lSeotuckyl 

march  of   Bnws'a  mrpa  from,  63;  en. 

loDocrBphy  of  the  lumiuDdinK  csoun-  Critlendon,     Ma).-Gan.     Tbomu     L., 

tiy,  93;^!en.  Jordan  on  the  move-  eommsDdini  Buell'a  right  corps,  II. 

menu  of  the  army  from,  100;  Polk'l  147;  poaition  Opt.  0.  IS^  147;  moye- 

100-102;  BeuircKsrd  anticipateg  ro^  thereto,  eU..  before  ud  tlurip«  the 

treat  to,  102,  103;  reawns  for  delav  battle  ol  Perryvillo,   147,  148,  IBl. 

in  Diovenienta  bttwcch  Sbllch  and.  1&2,  IM;  Hrenith  at  Penyville,  1&2; 

103,  et  acq.;  roads  in  the  noifthbor-  purauLt  of  PoUt  by  hi*  Dorpa,  103; 

ditioD  of.   117;   Fedeml  engineerip(  las.  inD;  in  battia  of  Murfreeaboro, 

•rorka  between  the  Tenneawe  Itiver  179,  181;  hia  Icodcnat  Murfreeaboro, 

and,  UH;  VaDDDmdeFeatc<d;.t,  132,  17S;  tommanding  left  vine  ol  Roae- 

133;  Praa.  Davia  on  the  battle  of.  cnna'a  army,  237;  movonienta  and 

133;  ghcrman'a  eipoctod  operatioaa  poeitJona.orderarelatire  thereto,cto., 

aiDuod.  322;  Forrest's  bass  of  opera-  before  and  durinit  tha  battle  of  Chiek- 

tiona  in   west  Tenncaace,  334;  aur-  amauga.  237-244,  24t),  2$3.  lae,  270: 

.  .  ,  _  J  >...  r, . n.ii.    neodt    attackinc,    238; 


Ti  Federal  poassasian,  334. 
op  of,  1.  104. 

I,  Gen.,  eitpericncea  In  North 
L.    1.   0;  Col.   Thomaa   Polk'a 


harlolte,  22;  haa  the  Carolinas  at        Thduu;  Wbhlh. 

a  mercy,  29;  oonfiaealea  Thomaa  Cromwell,  Oljvi     '  ~ 

oik'a  property,  22:  piirauil  ot,  by  Crop-Ears,  the, 

eneral  Greene.  10;  char^M  asainjft  Cuin,  views  on ' 


Perstviixb  :     RmoooLD ; 


. , lot  Columbus,  78. 

Esskie1Polk,3e;mva«osinthoCaro-  Cumberiand   Ford,    Ky.,   Confederate 

linaa.  38;  retreat  froiD  Charbtti!.  41;  occupation  of,  II.  28. 

retreat  to  Wilmington,  43:  William  Cumberblid  Oap,  Gen.  Owrze  Mor~ 

Polk'a  akimuBhes  with,  43;  tuUTDW  nn'i  position  at,  II.  120,  126:  Kirby 

snpe  at  Cowan's  Ford,  42.  Smlch  orden^l  to  nwve  acainst,  124; 

Correspondence,   Mra.  Folk'*,  I.  202,        Kiifoy  Smith'- ■'— "■■*- 

203.  '  '^- 

Cotvm.  high  pi 


_-_,-  jf  Oeorge  MorRan  from,  131; 
proposed  Confederate  occupation  of, 
134;  the  saniaan  marching  toward 
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Onnt  ud  Polk'a  plan  of  operalion 
OD  U»,  BB:  proponvd  obstnlcliDn  ol 
134;  cTonBd  by  Bnn,  171;  opera 
tioni  on,  172;  Stone  River  %  tnbu 

CunniiiBbsia,  RjilMrt,  Wdsr  of  Tory 

Injop.  in  ""— -  " — '■—    ■    '" 
Cuitia,  a»! 


trcxnia  in  North  CirnLlns, 
a  Bnlish  at  Conn'*  Ford, 


Wort  Point,  I.  75:  msjoi 
Uie  Unilfld  Btal«  army,  ; 
to  move  on  Ackuisui  tnn, 
Miwuri,  II.  60. 

Cutkiy,  SfaeSeld.  1. 143.' 


Davidaoo  Academy,  I.  47. 
Davidonn  County,  repreeenlod  I 
lam  Folk  in  the  Uou»  oC  Coi 

Da^,'  MaJ.    William,    takes  i 
comminary  at  tbe  (ort^K,  1.  2! 

"Davie  Copy"  a[  Meoklenbun 
laratjon,  t.  SJ. 

Davi«,  Rt.  Rev.  Thon 
the 


Non 
Davis, 


Dahlgni 

bua,  II.  ,,- 
Dale  Kiver.  I, 


The  Hacue,  1.  131.  132. 
^D,  Biplouos  oT,  at  Colui 
II.  «-lfl. 


JelTen 


,    Polk'B    I 


Dallu,  Ga..  dirUnca  from  Chatta- 
nooga. II.  230;  roadii  manectinK  irilb. 
23fl,  237;  Brsgi  Telinquiahni  com- 
mand at,  31&:  Tbonua  ordi^rod  to 
move  on  Johiulon  at.  from  Chatta- 
nooga. 331,  322,  324:  Sherman-a  do- 
riigat  on.  313;  Folk's  prophecy  oI  re- 
appearapce  of  fiherraan'e  roaln  pol- 


viHl  him.  I.  3M:  dionet  with.  3)tS: 
iDlcntioo  to  Uke  the  Geld.  3S5;  dir 
ciuaes  affair)  with  the  biohop.  385; 

3611:  notified  of  Polk'e  delerminiiUnib 
357-358, 3G1 ;  undenUndiDK  of  Polk'i 
poeition.  361,  302;  Polk  aeodi  his 
THignatJon  to.  370-373.  380,  II.  37, 


34S; 

Rhcrm... . 
MB;  John 


Reeacl,     340; 

.Id  JohiwloQ  at. 


M;  Hood  mnvoa  to  Renea 
irom,  dSl;  John  Mod's  reception  of 
Polk  at,  3Ii2;  Polk  and  Hood  nnort 
to  Johnston  at,  3S3;  Confederate 
march  toward,  368;  Hardee  and 
Polk's  opera tioDB  at.  358. 
Dallas,  !«.,  diocesan  work  at,  I.  321, 
322. 


Dan  River,  (b 
Daniel.  Gen.. 


Danville,  ky'.  Kuby' Smith's  forcea  at 
II.  135;  Bragg  at,  137.  143;  Sleven 
Bon  at,  137,  145;  Polk's  propoeitioi 
to  fall  luck  by  way  ol,  l38;  Polk'a 
troopa  DO  road  to.  14*;  point  indi- 
cated lor  poaabke  retreat  from  Perry- 

Dartmouthi  Lord.  Gov.  Martin's  letter 
to.  I.  59;  transcript  of  Mecklenburg 
Itesolve*.  GS. 

DavidsonTbr.  J,  P.,  I.  34B. 

Davidson.^  William,  major  ol  4th  Rwi- 


tucky.  21,  20-29:  jusliBos  t'olk'H  in- 
vaiion  ol  Kcntueky.  21;  repre«Dla~ 
lioDS  of  UoY.  Harris  to.  abont. 
occupation  of  KcDtucky,  27;  rdcfs 
Kentucky  question  to  A.  S.  JoiiDsloB, 
27:  orders  occupation  ol  Kentudty 
to  be  limiled  by  the  Dccessity.  27; 
anxiety  in  reiiatd  to  attitude  of  Ken- 

ix"-  Jiirt^  to  iudiiw  liim  to  older 

ners  at  SpottswooJ  House, 

R.  Jennings  visits,  to  seek 

lents.    63:    dispalcli    Irom 

s(on  to,  beloni  Bhiloh   100; 

charges  agaitwt  Van  Dora, 

orH.<rs  Polk  to  RiehmoDti 

him    as   to    HrHBK-B 

>5:  visitB  the  Army  of 

,    MurfieeeboiD,     177, 


EDnarsJshi^ 
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ITajmnOdsnninBnwii,  209;  direrta  DrUware,  Charin  Polk.  Gutstdot  of, 

J.  E.  JohnitoD  to  ioveatiftate  Unus'i  I.  4. 

bnublcs,  202,  203;  letter  fram  FaXk  UcJawnn  River,  soloDina  on  tbe,  I.  1. 

(o,  in  nsnnl  to  the  Bthu  jnvntigo-  DenxipoJiB.  A1&.,  Sbennan's  movBuiBiLt 

tioo,  206.  20T:  niHultTli^DE  of-  oa,  II.  323:  Polk  Hi.  320.  336;  mn- 

flcen  u  to  Bnn'B  cspudly.  201;  (on«n»nt>  nub  Polk  at,  335;  dBlay 

decitln  to  rptiin  Brseg  ia  commind,  in  Hardee's  tmnpa  rasehioK,  335,  336; 

2B1;  nrnioves   Hill  tram  commiod,  meeting  of  Folk  with  ChaplaiD  Bak«- 

296:  Poik'c  intcrvien  with,  after  aui-  weU  at.  3S7, 

peuloD.    200;    Dpinica    of    BraiE'a  I>eiiomiiuttionBl  iiiitituClDiu  of  leaminc 

action.  299:  dismiSBcs  charges  acaiiut  weaken  other  iortitutkipos,  I.  333. 

Polk,  200;  letter  from  PoDc  in  remrd  Deputmenl  No.  2,  Polk  as^foed  to 

to  Bnmg'«  inCBpacily.  300.  303-:(0.5;  command  of.  II.  1:  tenitoiy  of,  1.  2; 

in  i^inmsiid.  300;  Kram'*  petriotic  3:  A.  5.  JohoaWQ  anuiaea  comni^ 

declantioa  to.  30i:  invcvitijatcg  dur  of.  33;  difficultiea  ol  Cfaa  commander- 

coalenl  sgainut  Btbkk  bI  Tullahama,  ship  of,  34:  disaater  Bttending.  3S: 

315:  letter  from  Polk,  ddirins  J.  E.  Polk's    proposal    to    rHirictJ.    E. 

place.  315-317:  miauniiemtandiog  be-  Department  of  AJAhama.  Minianppi. 

P™  auk!  fix  return  o("toiJr  brigades  command  ofTl'siH.  °  '™*° 
lent  to  Johnnon.  324;  Pulk'i  dia-  Deinrtmrnt  ol  Miiaiagippi,  Polk's  do- 
campaign,  328:  onien  reinforcement.  to  A.  S.  JohnHloo  or  Lee.  II,  2;  Polk 
Bent  to  Polk.  335:  Polk  ecndd  plan  ol  ordered  to  take  eammuid  of.  944: 
an  asHnsuvo  eampnign.  330;  orden  Polk'a  adminiitratioo.  330. 
Polk  to  turn  over  mniinaad  to  DepHitmeot  ol  the  Wert,  Polk  r«eoin- 
^tephen  D.  Lee,  3G2;  relatioiu  with  nienda  A.  S.  JohnrtoD  for  command 
Polk,  SDO;  author  of  "RiiK  and  Fall  of  the,  I.  385.  386;  the  command 
of  the  Confederato  GovcinDU'Ql,"  oHered  to  Polk,  but  dechited,  3Sti; 
300;  tribute  to  Polk.  300;  istter  to  baundanes  of.  388;  Polk  takes  cont- 
Bisbop  Elliot  on  occaiioD  uf  Pol'i'i  mand  of.  3SS:  diacontent  in.  at  delay 


bimsl.300.  

Davia.  MrK.  Jeffenun,  II.  SS.  Diniartnient  of  t 

Davis,  Bria.-Gen,  Jefferson  C.  in  battle  Jeaerlera,  etc., 

of  AluHteesboro,  II.  IIU-  185:  itwve-  II.  319. 


Polk's  department. 


...,---..   r- '— .   ---  -  -^  battle  of  DcHerters,  abnentoea,  and  fugi^ve  coo- 

Chickamauia.  250.  liSl.  253. 269. 270,  srripti.  boldness  of,  in  PolT'a  diqiBrt- 

276.  menl.  II.  313;  Polkas  action  against, 

Deaeon.  ordination  of  Polk  as,  I.  121.  339. 

Dead  and  wounded  at  ISelmont.  traiu-  Deahler.  Brig.-Oen.  Janwa.  at  Chicka- 

ponation  of  the.  II.  56,  57.  mauga,  II.  271;  killed,  271. 


117.  125,  126,    De  Boto,  La.,  diocesan  i 
8.  107,  II,  357.    Devereul,     Fihdco.    c 


Debt,  provisions  of  Mecklenburg  Re-        luu,  ■.  i<n..  iGiimuuK  ma 

solvog.  1.  61;  evils  ol,  163.  her  affianced,  106,  108:  i 

Decatur.  Ala..lI.221:marcliofFodaial        J.«onidu  Polk,   121,   102 


Dechanl.  Ten 


iq  tKilroad  at,  ; 
'e  battle*  of  the  w 


uevereui,  John,  vide  lo 
iwgrm  from,  146;  I 
PriDces   Polk.    189: 


Dovcreui.  Mn.  Polk'a  correspond 

-,^-ng        with.    1.    187;   death  ol,    ife:   1 

of,  in  Philadelphia,  1.  10;  the  flrat,        Polk'a  inhoritanoe  fr 

41     (SBC  alao    MBCKLEHDiTiia   Dec-  Diary,  eitracU  from  ■  ' 

UHAT10H    or    iHnEPBHnUHCa);    lead  130. 

alincctingatLookoutMountun,247.  Dick  River.  II.  136. 

Declaration  of  Principles  of  the  Uni-  DickaoD,  6>1.  Jos., 
versity  of  the  South,  1.  248;  condi-  Thomaa  Polk's  api 
tiom  of,  262.  bury  District,  I.  SC 

DeKatb,  fttiss..  burning  com  at.  II.  330.  Diligence,  a  French, 

Delano,  origin  of  iiimame,  1,  3.  Dinner  party  in  the  i 

De   la    No.vr.   change  of  surname  to  Diocesan  affairs,  pas 
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1R50,  206:,1SG3.  20H:  1881,  ulmunoD 

DioresKD  iiid«>endaice,  ita  possibility 
dincuml,  I.  314,  et  Hq.;  ilNmnod- 
ered  u»  of  Uw  phn»,  310,  329,  sC 

Dlploimlio  inwn,  t,  132, 

Duciplins,  love  of.  I.  tIB;  in  azamplg  of 

oplwtval,  ZIT,  2  IS. 
DifliDioa.  doubtful  Btal«.  I.  313. 
Divine  HTrioe  M  beadquarten.  It,  366, 


Ecrlemutieai  conferenM,  diffieultr  <i( 
holdioa.  iiuC  before  seoewiD.  1.  309. 
'  Lutory      fend      poLily, 


Eerlefliuticfel 


Doctor'i  Fork,  bsttln  ol 


divisioa.  154;  trof^^  by  Bhcridnn'i 

dii-iHoa,  1S4;  formation  of  McCook'e 

line  DO,  IM. 
DoQcnl,  (he  Pallnck  family  in,  I. 
Doneinn,  Bris.-Gen.  Damrl  S.. 

107;  in  bsttis  of  Murfreegboi 

1S7-189. 
DonelnD,  Fort.     See  Four  Dombu^k. 
Dorcbeeter,  H.  C.  l.ieul.  William  Polk 

ordrrod  to,  I,  38:  William  Polk  io 

action  at,  43. 
DoiighBTty.  CoL   Henry,   wounded  nt 

Belmoat,     II.     SI,     S2:     piHTnlH 

■ranted  hia  wife  to  nuTH  him,  52. 


1,  t.  IDS. 
hjeanoiny.  praetiu  of.  II.  Ha,  stn. 
Ector.  Bri«.-Oen.  M.  D.,  ia  battle  at 

ChickamaiiBa,  II.  24S. 
Edinbiuicb,  1.  144. 
EducHtion.  Leonidu  PalV'i  wrly,  1. 83; 

at  Chapel  HiU,  e4--ag:  at  We.^  Pnnt. 

flB^  101 ;  (he  FellenbHn  ayncm  of. 

132;  of  th«  biibop'a  family.  ISO,  ISb, 

Bou'th,  234;  vieni  on,  240;  ita'bcneliti 
Io  tbe  Soutb.  249.     Boe  alnj   Uni- 

I.  109. 
lotbet  of  Mn. 


.  II.    Eliubcthcoim, 


Diy  Valley  Road,  1 


K  of  auppliee  for  the  i 


Dumont,    Brii.-Ceri.    Ebenewr, 
manda  diviaon  In  BueU'a  am 
■  *       in  Oct.  8,  : —  ■ 


.     GdwurlB,  Eunice,  etsi 
France*  Polk.  I.  189. 

«  p'cX?.  ISO. 
Ky..     II.     146: 
upy,  137;  Bueli'i 
airy  at,  ITO. 
Elk  River,  N.  J.,  Waahlngtoa'a  c 
I        to  meet  Howe  on  the.  I.  40. 

Elk  River,  Tenn.,  II.  218;  queeU 
;  GshtlDji  on  the,  23B:  Btug'a  pli 
t        place  luB  army  upon,  197;  Bragc ' 

drawa  (o  south  ndc  of,  222. 
:    EUiott.  Rt.  Rev.  Slwben,  vien  on  tbe 

for  nibacripUons  for  the'  Univeinty, 
232;  Pnik'a  fiieiidahip  for,  235,  et 
eon. ;  chararler,  235,  SSB:  eocreanoDd- 
enca  with  Polk,  237-243,  2W-25S, 
354.  359-361.  363,  364.  368,  II.  118, 
119;  educfeticnul  eiperience  of,  I,  237, 
238;  appdnted  joinl  communoner  to 
raiae  endawmenL  tor  the  Univemly, 


^.^ 


r;  Cle-        the  Uni' 


kitu,  260;  Northern  idminiiion 

■■■•ic; 


^;  propoaed  Toai^ 
iiial  dutiea,  256, 
■    "■  ihop  Ho|^ 
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Elaquence,  Klitive  vdue  of.  1.  21Z.  Eumple,  ths  force  of,  II.  S.1. 

ElyaiBD  Fiddh  I.  139.  Eiirhance   ul   priBDnen,   disouaBon   of 

EnuDcipatitin.  Buhop  Polk'a  ■Ctituds  pHDi-mlai  □(,  II.  47,  48:  oeROtuitiana 

townrdi,   I.   179,   ISO;  tha  DncCiird  between  Cnol  uid  Palk  an.  4B-S3: 

qunRiun    of,    228,     227.     See    iiIki  m.  Isdy'i  trip  an  ui  eipedition  for.  &S. 

Arlii»:NEaRou:SuvEBi:SuTEs.  Eiperimentar nilway.  tbn.  I.  140.  ISO. 

EmbeulemcDt    of    tnut    Iudob    by    k  Eap^ritmiatiiiB,  a  costly  eipeheaoe.  I. 

broker,  1.  208.  301, 
Emmet,  Dr.  Thomu  Addis.  1.  20,  Dote, 

Lmorv.  W,  H.,  Polk'i  comrade  at  WeaC  FnirbankB.  Georse  R..  member  of  com- 

Tlniled  Sutc^  umy,  75.  the  i;Direnilv,  I.  250;  eleeted  cola- 
Endowment  of  Univenity,  ecbone  for,  minaoer  ol  buildio^  itiid  laudii  of 

1.  231.  232.  the  Uoivctsty  of  Che  South,  256. 

Ensineer  ForpK  or^aiied  Co  delcmuDe  Fiith,  Iba  biihop's  viewi  on,  1.  212. 

on«wforUnivenucy,  I.  249-2O0.  Falconer.  Mni.  Kiniock.  snutant  adju- 

Englind,    vixil    to,     1.     138-144;    the  tant-Kcnenil.    II.    375;    ptomulsmM 

■renery  of.   140.  Ml;  breokfuta  in,  GcdcibI  (Men  No.  2,  379. 

id.  '2ao"^rb^op's  etudy  of  Iba  Family  devatii^ii,  I.  194.  IQS,  IBS. 

educmioaal  -lyalem  ol,  210:  unctioa  Family  iaSuence  over  atudeals,  I.  229. 

of  ^vc-tradc,  220;  cducsUonal  re-  230, 

porta  of.  253,  2M,   2S6.     See  al»  Family  life,  the  nnctity  of,  I.  198,  190. 

Gre*t  Britain.  FKnning,  Col.    n.viH.  «»t..n  mil^ 

Kniilinh.  Iiuh  hatrsd  of.  1.  2.  boro,  I.  XS. 


Krwlish  civilluition,  in  Bishop  Polk'a 

Englufa  hinory,  the  Kloriaua  pMiod  of, 

nrcordinK  Ui  New  EnglaDd  ideaa.  1, 0,        ^av, 
Enliatmcnt,  dumdviuitMCc  of  ihurc  lerma    FaM-day.  i 


Famcut.   Adm.    David  G., 
Pdk'a  Ic 


_ , .     .  303,  304; 

elunge  plooce  at.  11,300;  Polk'asiriv-  Bishop  Potter'a  aermon  on,  312,  313. 

al  >t,  316;  Sherman  move*  od,  328.  Fauqui'--'     -^   '  - 

329;  Polk  nt,  341;  life  in  cnmp  at,  Fayettt 

with  Mm,  Polk,  344,  I.  !&.. 

EnuDcialion.  cleanieaa  of.  I.  212.  Federst  army,  idvantaceii  of  river  uvl- 

Epideinica,  tha  biafaop  in.  I.  21S.  gatioo  held  by  the.  II.  35;  lunboata 

EiHwopal  functions,  close  ol  Polk's,  I.  of,  35;  neady  advance  after  lithilob. 

3U9,  304,  IIT;   distribution    throUEhout    Ken- 

Epiaeopal  offine,  Polk'a  iealousy  of  the,  tucliy    and    Tonneasee,    123;    foreea 

1. 217;  thehigbMt  offieeon  earth,  302.  available  in  Kentucky  campaiEn,  134 


highen  oneooD  earth,  30: 


ig.-Gen.  Bamuel  W.,  < 


Epping  Forest.  atoc-huDlinc  In.  I,  139,  up,  II.  33). 

140.  Federal  guvernmenl,  policy  toward  ths 

Eraatianism,  otuiTKeii  of.  I.  317.  South.    II.    S;    imponibility    ot    its 

Espionage  aC  West  Piiint.  I.  70,  SO.  recogniiini  the  neutrality  of  Kaa- 

EtowihRiver,  II.  2,31),  .382^  humln.  nf  Oickv.  IR. 

bridge  over.  352;  Conl. 

bridge   a^r^    305';   view   of,    from  B^e,l'.  1 

Morris'a  Ferguson,  Col.,  killed  at  Kim 'a  Mouo- 

m  Cam-  tain,  I.  23. 

Bng-Gi 
^ , „..    _. __^..ithFom.„ 

funeml.  II.  3H3.  Fems.Tbe,  residence  of  John  Devereui. 

Europe,  emigraCion  to  America  from.  1.  I.  189. 

7;  Dr.  Nl^lvaioo's  trip  to,  119;  Folk  Ficld-hsnda,  cloUiing  the.  I,  199, 

saila  for,  127;  lour  in,  12T-144;  crit-  nnhtiOK  chaplain,  a.  II.  210. 

ieal  enndition  of .  129:  educational  re-  Financial  ambanassinanCs.  1.  1S3.  153, 

ports   ol.    consulted    by    Folk    and  IM,  103.  183. 

Elliott.  253.  ?54,  2110;  visit  of  the  "  Finn  and  steadfast  to  the  end."  1. 3SG. 

bishop's  dsughcera  lo.  258.  Fiml-fruits.  offering  ot  the,  I.  200. 

Eutflw  Springe,  battlo  of.  1.  4.3-48.  First  nM.  tb»,  II,  49. 

EvanKFliealism.  Polk's  feeUnga  toward,  Flui,  Folk  wiccts  a  beadquarten  Ou, 

I.  108.  11.  30S.  3UU. 
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FloRDce.  palace*  of,  I.  I:M. 
Florida,  Polk's  appeal  to.  for  eo6( 

lion  in  the  UnLveTrity  proiot^t,  1. 

et  wq.:  *w»Moii  [s>bD>  in,  301. 
PlouKnill.  opsnliiiE  a,  I.  162. 
"Fliuh  litno,"  of  .Xlabams,  1.  172. 


Fort  MrnvT 

',unturMlbyBri(iah.I.  14. 

F<«  Miltlla 

.  raptiiml  by  Britoh,  1.  14. 

Fort  Mptt,  1 

Totg.  G.  M^nwi 

venity,  I.  2Se. 
•■Fo!iy.'         -    - 

Fondi, 


70.77. 
iliwi  and  Btatulea  of  tl 


Fort  Piliair,  fortiScatioiu  at.  I.  371; 
wmkneH  of,  If.  IH:  Polk'a  third  Una 
'  '  '  'the  MindMippi,  17,  SI; 

mpletion   of,    17;   Folk'* 
1  fortify.  63;  atnUsinl 
imporuLnce  of,  75;  in  chnree  of  Uapt. 
Lynch.  M2;  lurk  of  gun*  at.  till  after 


SHldle^ione,  I.  IDS 

le  ciMtota-hoiw  at. 

dm.  Andrew  Hull,  ii 

puUtion  on  the  Mi«iJwp|)i,  11.  IS; 
opinion  of  defonnoB  of  ColntnEniB.  7H. 
arewn  and  Domwtic  Mimon*.  mb-  . 
coniYptions  at  tho  North  of  Polk's 
attitude  in  n«ard  lo,  I.  31».  319. 
arrcKt,  Uen.  Nathan  B..  cominandina 
brinade  uf  th«  cavalry  in  Army  of 
MiMi»inpi,  II.  Ill:  nniTfltion.  in 
middle  Tenne 
Bnci    by 

..._^,         _.........  „j.^^ 

_.   ., Jooa  at  ColumlMB, 

F:  at  Abjiandor's  Bndge.  216:  moTC- 
int*.  positiom,  etc..  in  Chicka- 
LiKB,  24S.  210, 252. 2U7. 274 ;  Bran 


«itlHlni«n  ft) 
■    Fort.  T^ 


.M.  Pplk  jt. 


New  Madmi  to,  ttS. 


_  ..__  ._  mijilakcn  rcuoTl4, 
orderBd  toward  Noahville,  121 
porta   Federal 


Booy  8iT 


Hui't.  2)^;    Bi 
t  to  punue,  '• 


ourth  South  C'an^iiia  Rcniuent.  1. 
38. 

ourth  Ri-wment  of  Sooth  Carolina 
Horse,  rnisFd  by  William  Polk,  I.  43. 

rant».  cobninl  idliance  witii,  t.  16; 
wayndo  Kcnes  in,  12'<;  fruit  in.  IZH; 
harvcal  in.  12S;  nnolution  in,  128, 
129;  dlBtrcn  b,  I2n;  fean  of  inter- 
fennM!  of  the  <ireat  Powera  in,  128: 
the  bi^hop'e  nCudy  of  tbc  eduoationaj 
lystoni  of.  210;  cducatinoal  repotts 
of.  connilled  by  Polk  and  Ktliott.  2U, 


142,  145;  kirby  Smi 
rMutnitlon,  I3S;  Bi 

wernor  '^""SMtui 


at.  60,  61;  Ilalleck  deeid 
upon.  71;  Federal  prepu 
attack  on,   73;   invoBlmr...    _. 
bard  fiabtin«  at.  74;  Chesthai 


a  provisional  Kovemmont  in.  142, 143, 
I4S;  Buell's  feint  toward,  143,  145; 
Budl'a  Advance  on,  145:  Bran  at, 
HG:  Sill  move*  upon,  147;  SiUVaDd 
Duinant'a  position  twar.  I4S:  fbne* 
in  front  of.  117:  Sill'*  manjh  to  Petty- 
vtllo  From,    ISO;   failure  of  Bran;'* 
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PsrryvOIi,  lAO-lSl;   rscollKtiong  o(  OHt«,  Oen.  Hontla,  mtriiruea  in  In- 

Polk.  213.  214.  imat  ot.   L    Ifl;    npl««l   by  Cen. 

Fremonl.  Mii.-Oen.  John  C.  oopoaes  Grpene,  IB;  orRBniifliBrmylordDfenn 

Pillaw  and  Hardw,  II.   IB^  uiiens  of  Soullwni  Stiilfim2l;_<iifenTbomtu 

cupy  Ct^lumbua.  20:  direrU  movo-  (iDmCHindm,SI,23;s^ndo'iuClu> 

drivs  JgR  Thompwin  ln>m  iioutbuae  22;   'nriiyaa    reinlommenti    under 

Miniyri.    37;    plnns    to    chwk    the  Smnllwood.  23;  clun[»  Tbnrau  Polk 

■ending  of  niiaiorceinBata  to  Price,  with  aunpiriou*  coodiirt,  25-20:  ar- 

37,  38.  rivul  Bt  Xaliabiiry.  24:  letWr  lo  Bmnll- 

Firnrh,  nudy  of,  I,  Sft,  SB:  rank  in,  si  wrwd,  25.  20:   Polk  reports  lo,   at 


35G.   357,  3SS,  371,  377-3X1;   Polk  Jeflr>r«n>  amunncM  to,  42:  Klienii 

acndi   verbal    meanuEe   to,    t^    the  of  oiininiiiHl  of  nrmy  nt  <^rk>tle. 

WTila,  371;  Polk's  Inat  order  to,  371.  42. 

FreDcb  Catbollca  In  IfluiiiiaDa,  1.  tnn.  General  Aimmbly  ot  North  Cuolins. 

French  civiliwtion.  in   Buhop   Polk'i  WilUsm  Polk  in  the,  1.47. 

diocew,  I   157.  General    Convontion,     npjurfnH    Polk 

French  refuKoea  in  Mnrengo  Co.,  Ala-  i^ianionary  Binhoii  of  the  Southwest, 

h«m»,  I.  171.  I.  154:  nt  Cinnnnati.  207;  of  IHU. 

Friday'!  Ferry.  8.  C,  .-vctiun  at.  I.  43.  178:  of  IR.'i.l,  20K:  of   IHK  (PJiila- 

Fririwck,  John.  UKKrialol  in  tounda^oa  delphial.  Polk',!  anxious  awaitins  of. 

of  Cbarbtl«,  I.  5,  6.  243:  eodorw  ths  Unlvenity  acheme, 

Fruit,  in  Ftamv,  I.  128.  244. 

Fulton.  Dr.  John,  reminiaroncei  of  tho  Gcniral  Odcra:  Special  Ordcra  No,  S. 

biabop.  I.  211-216;  on  tho  ai-tion  of  II.  92.  »3i  Geneml  Field  Urdon  No. 

the  convention  on  Polk's  portion  in  2.  375. 

reiinnl  to  tho  Chiireh'i  attitude  on  Geumetry,  study  of,  I.  67. 

eonfeienco  at  Mnnt«ontery.  34)(,  3)D;  in  Ciiioniiation  aoriety'i'work.  112.' 

roctoT     of     Trinity     Church.     Now  OcoriPioirn.  Ky.,  Kirby  Smith's  force 

Orlesna.  300;   letter  from   Polk  to,  at.  II.  131. 

3eS.  Oe-ifRia.  fjiyaliata  1b,  I.  10,  17;  CSvil 

War  threatan«l  in,  17;  Polk's  appeal 

Gailor,  Thomas  T..  Hi.  Roy.,  on  the  to,  for  coflpemtion  in  tlio  UnivcTidY 

the -South,  I.  2r»-2fl7,  am  KLiiioi-Ti'ivrex^n  (n.<lin«1n.  301; 

Gaines,  Mai.-<;an.,Polk'smeeting  with,  threaU'ncd  bv  Fcdersln,  II.  221:  vul- 

I.  71.  72.  nerability  ot  vntem.  237;  Johnston 
Gainaboro,  I.  11^.  in,  3-12:  Johmiton  throalcnod  In  north- 
Gale,  Col.  W.  D.,  Polk'a  tudi>dc-rainp,  era,    340;   Sherman's   operations  in 

II.  2M1.  39fi:  report  o[  interview  bo-  northern,  319. 

tween  Polk  and  Bran,  2K1;  letter  Georninn  cbtims.  debates  in  Hniise  of 

from  Johnston  (o,  rcKnrdini  Prdk's  RepmcnUtivca,  I.  113. 

■ttituda  at  Cawvdie,  3.''Mi-367;  storv  Germantown.  battle  of.  I.  12.  40.  41; 

of  operstloDa  in  AIs1k.iti»,  357,  35.>i:  William  Polk  wounded  at.  40;  Gen. 

aeeompaniei  Polk  on  liii  fatal  inspoc-  Nsih  mortally  woundiil  al,  4U.41. 

tion  tour.  372;  atnry  ol  VaWt't  lost  Germany.  edii'Wtioiuil  repoil'  nf.  con- 

da.vs,  308.  309, 372;  account  of  Polk-s  sult^by  Polk  and  laiiotl,  1.  2G4, 

decIJi,  374.  2.'Ui, 

Galea,    Joseph,    at    an    o1d-faabione<]  Getlyaburg,    Pa ,    Polk'a    deapoudent 

Fourth  of  July  dinner,  I.  04;  editor  toclinj  afior  the  baitlo  ol,  11.  118, 

of  the   Katumd   InlMitmetT,    143.  110;  Lee's  streniith  at.  287:  perrcn- 

Galss,  Mrs.,  I.  143.  (ago  of   the    Federal    loss   at,    2H7; 

Galveston.  Toi.,  parish  orianisad.  I.  losses  of  the  Army  of  Nortikem  Vir- 

179.  jnnia  nt,  compsn^  with  thow^  of  Clw 

Gantt,  Col.  Thomas  T.,  in  detense  of  Army  of  Tennnaeo  at  Chicksmauga.  - 

New  Madrid.  II.  Ofl.  287. 

Gamett,   Gen.   Robert  S..  sorvine  in  GianfaCauHway.  I.  144. 

northwest  Vlrpnia,  I.  35.1.  "Gibraltar  of  tho  Wert,  tho."  11.78. 

Garrard    County.    Ky.,    mualoring   of  Gibson,    Brin.-Gcn.    Randall  I.^  corn- 
Union  troops  in.  II.  25.  inani^ni  brigade  at  Shiloh.  II.  112. 
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Gilbert.  Brie-Gen.  ChulM  C, 


McCook.     181; 


GllnKT,  Col.,  chief  ai  Cotk  of  Engi- 

nssn,  upprovea  worki  at.  Calumbiu, 

II.  J.\  ft. 
Girl*,  compulaan  with  boys  regBnliiiE 

ilillicullyafediiRatinc,  1.  110. 
Gin.  Brii.-Gon,  S.  It.,  mnvcm'-DIa.  pDai- 

tioD,  etc..  in  battle  of  OiirkanuuBU, 

II.  272.  273.  27S, 
Olwiw.  Ky.,  Bn 


Biietl-s  Hcl 
diSiyinBi 


'2^7277; 


bitnHnrdfr 


Polk'i  nwpB  at,  'l27; 
)  towairi.  12SI:  adviin. 

1;  BurU'H 
HWCK  Drsu^mt,  170;  finurai  mov«- 
mmt  on,  TTIj    Brmsg'i   Bciiura   at 
Buell'a  nminuaicnUons  at.  172. 

Glv«DW,  Scotland.  I.  2.  144. 

OIim'h  Mill.  Ilitt'e  poaition  □ppnnf,  II. 
2W\  Br«-kinrid«e'>  pimtion  at.  2I>3. 

Ctai-er.  Sanh.  marries  J.  B.  I.yoa,  I, 


218,  245,  2S3.  25a,  271,  27*,  2787277. 


Columbiw,'' 37:  »lalion«l   al'Siro. 

by' Polk.  3S;  orden  Woope  w's>^»- 

at  BolnioDt,  39:  defeated  at  Belmont, 

at  Belmont.  41;  recaJlfl  troops  nent 
all^  Tbompaan,  42;  foma  and  Ioihim 
at  Df Imont,  42;  latlanlrv  at  Belmont. 
42;movaineDtagunitThainps>n  — 
meetina  betxcen  Polk  and,  4S 
prinripTea  of  [Tondu<:tinE  var. 
Folk'n  imprefBiona  of,  4K:  oorTeffv 


Goodrich.  Dr.  Chartea,  pmudent  of  the 

of   B(.  T*Bul'a,    New   Orioan'a,    Xll; 


vlewa  on  tha  pi 


■ercMBion,  3-tl,  332. 
I.  174. 


vanj,  11.  i 


Goapel,  thi 
One«,p\f^ 

I.  218. 

Govan.  Brit-Gi: 

olChickamau 

"Gown,  the  nrord  over  the."  L 

305,  et  aeq. 
GiBce  Church.  St.  Frar 

convention  of  the  dioc 

at,  I.  338.  et  ■«!. 


auia,  II.  273. 


lof  th 


Mef! 


12: 


Graham.  Gov.  Willinm 
aa,  to    MR-klenbiim' 

^wilaii' P<jli.  31,'  : 

delivered  at  CiuirioU 


Columbug.  73:  key  to  hia  auRwn.  7M; 
pnnition  at  Pitt'biirih  lAndinc.  02: 
encamped    at    ShilaV  Church.    03; 

mmmand"!  Shilo1i,™15|  110:  Cin- 
tederate  belief  aq  to  the  po«Bibility 
ol  hia  rapture  at  Shiloh,  ItO;  Van 
Oom  siKiEiied  to  wnteh,  122;  rnm- 


^T 


ith  men  panned  bv.  at 
31K:      qnita     c^ntions 

ign  aniOKt  Mi^le,  ^ 

Tm  the'apriniE  nf  mi. 
322;  utiliacn  Sherman  (or  opentiuH 
aonintt  Prdk,  323;  order'  Thonia*  In 
threaten  JiAiutnn  at  Dnitnn,  324; 
Pnlk'a  i^ninn  of  hii  plans.  324; 
pwition  at  Chattanoofa.  33n,  337; 
eiperl»d  to  rersll  Khprman  to  Chat- 
tanooKa,  3;i7;  I'olk  deairea  to  opcrata 
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OD  his  right  Ibnk,  337;  Polk  prDpnMB  commuBlestlan  b«two«n  Lkke  Pont- 

a  pUn  to  bruk  up  hig  eipHUtiao  ehurtnio  ftod,  334. 

from  Cbatluonsn,  3^.  Grimxly,  S.  C,  irtioD  st,  I.  44. 

Grsvdotlfi.  pen«Dt*co  of  1«  it,  II,  GulJfonl  Court  Uouaa,  bmttls  of,  I,  31, 


f,  Capt.  A.  B..  in  ohars^  of  works    ( 
I>l&ndNo.  10.  II.  R2. 
^Bvillfl  and  l.AfHy 


short -^^tfld  policy  of  minLitry  of,        Conf«dprHt« 
u.   — .1 .   „(    i™^„.„   p^iMiM    Gum,  lack  ot  >■ 


itBtHnlooTight,  M;  AmerickDiainly    Quy'R  Qsp,  Fulli  onlered  to  a 

loniied  from.  H;  reCuxd  a(  coruti-        2IB. 

tioDBl  nshti  to  nolnnieB.  R;  union    Gyninuiuni.  buildin( 


highly  priwd  by  tho  calaniai,  of  the  itouth,  I.  207. 
Uda  towud,  in  North  Cnrolinii. 

9, 10:  effort  of  the  battle  uf  Islington  Hwiie,  Tho,  vieit  to 

tor,  10;  hootilitv  of  Merklonbiint  nnd  Hul.  a  friihllui  aboi 

Rohan  couotiea  to.  S;  outbreak  ol  re-  Halitai,  N.  C,  n>e> 


fseUDfl  towart _ — 

10:  effort  of  the  battle  of  Islington    Hwiie,  Tha,  vieit  to,  I,  111.  132. 
-~ ■    "^      liibowwof.r  —  - 

1.  l2iMw.1 


Srt.38.     See'ataS^KuJw™. 
Or«tlta[t.the,  I.  170. 

Greek.  aUidyol.  1,67. 

Hall,  John,  indue  ol  the  Suprenw  Court 

Qroek  mjXloB-.  a  draft  on.  for  negro 

of  North  Cnrolina.  1.  H4. 

nainn.  I.  1110, 

Halleck,  MBi,-t!eTi.  Henry  Wwer. 
operating  in    Miaaouri.    11.    0.1;   aii- 

Gi«k  Text^ment,  niidy  ol.  1.  lOS. 

Green.  Rt.  Rev.  William  M..  oporovra 
the  Uuvnaity  H-bemE.  1. 249;  North- 

>i!EDpd    to    command    the    Federal 

mfll'Tul^n  Forts  Ilenry'and'Donel- 

Greene,  George  W.,  1.  40;  author  ol 
"Life  of  Oeoeral  Greeno, '  GO. 

aon.  71;  oplQlon  of  deten«»  of  Co- 

lumbun  71.  78;  remnants  ol  hit  com- 
mand in   Konlucky  and  Teumwee, 

nwniita  troopo  for,  1.  29;  driven  into 
ViminiB,    20;    cotropondenee    with 

123:  poution  at  Waahinaton.  3111. 

Tbotnaa  Folk,  2H-;<2;  Hod.   bhRa- 

at  Friday's  Perrv,  43;  attacka  the 
Britlnh  at  GriniiUr.  43;  in  action  at 
Dorehe-ter  and  Br^boe.  43;  la  battle 

Polk.    30:    petit'UD     to,    from    lield- 

officom  of  fWii*ury  District.,  30;  re- 

ol  Eiitaw  Spring",  44,  4S. 

Hampton.  Coo.  John  MagTuder,  ata- 

eipeetAtiomi  (rom  Thomu  Polk.  31; 

H^dee,    L{ei;t.-Oen.    William   J,,    a- 

criticiiea   Col.    IflTko,   31;   Thoma. 

Polk  report*  lo.  hi»  reliel  Iron,  com- 

Mgned    to    command    ol     northern 

ound  in  »alii>buTy  Di-itrin.  31;  ap- 

ArkaiHU.  II.  7:  at  PocahonUi,  7; 
ooSperatinn    with    Polk   againat   St. 

ud  chsrarlBT,  30,  32;  relio'ee  GBles 

Louu,  7;  lorceB  of,  7,  10;  to  co6i)erate 

of  command  of  the  army  at  Charlotle, 

42;  m  battle  of  Kulaw  ^prinn,  44, 

ol,  10,  13;  willing  to  coOpemte  with 
Polk,    10,    13;   U^  of  >»ouree>.    in; 

iui,.,.d;,„f,«.        . 

»!vl«r^    tn    \r.\^       irf-    ^.n.   1^   ,....1,. 

1^13^  dbwMSn 


Gregory,  Dr.  Olynlhua.  itudy  ol  hii 
inirka,  I,  77;  influonco  oa  Polk,  Dl; 

Oregory'e  brigade,  •crvice  at  battle  ol 
Camden.  1.  41. 

Grenada.  Mina.,  Folk  inapectJi  bin  de- 
partment at,  II.  321;  Fonoat  with- 
drawn to,  325;  Sooy  Smith  makex 
faint  toward,  328;  Federal  cavalry 
move  on  Foneat  at,  32S;   railroad 


ordernl  to  delend  the  MianLii 
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d^^' 

the' 

"battle   al 

.,    l»[or 
^biloh, 

90-101, 

-100.  iiw 

;  <fclay 

iweipt 

>    m^\ 

d.l-y  i 

?]:^L 

I?.'- 

JM  Iot  I 

101:  idvuitiigca  pmisned  by  hfa 
troops  over  Unug'M,  104;  awigned  to 
ooninuind  the  kit  wing  o[  the  Army 
of    MLwiinippi,    122.   149;    in    Ken- 

tiirky  campniKB.   140;  holds  Perry-        bBpliim, _  _,   ... 

villo,  I4K;  sppwli  naiunHt  Breu'a  rrlrent  at  CuevUlc.  3M:  cooBulCatioa 
oouMs  Ki  Pciryvillo,  H»-lSl;Ti-  at  ciunrten  of,  372:  one  of  the  fituJ 
nirlwi   b      "  ■■     ■  -.       ..  . _  -       .. 


pmition  ol  the  Fedend  ai 


irupcctioQ  parW,  372;  rnouniiw  the 
dontb  of  Po^k.  373;  affertion  for  Polk, 

r —         3S8:  a  Wood-etained  Mlio  for,  3K7i 

httingthiTctn.  etc..  before  and  during        lettvr  to  Maj.  Wiwt,  aeknowled^iDX 
thebaltlecill'MryviHe,  119, 151.  151-        rcoeiirt  of  the  relic,  3!«. 

is;,  173.  174;  Polk's  atrivid  at  bis    Ilardins  ,  Polk'i   

heediiiinrterB.  152;  Bmut's  aatixCni^        hin  rwidence,  II.  307.  et 
tion   witb   hia   action,    1S3J   oflu-ini    Ilardins,  Gen..  II.  30. 
report  of  battle  at  PerryviUb   153j    Harper  and  Bma.,  publiab 
■OIK  to  llnunc'a  heodriiiDTtera  for  in-        in^'a  "Pictorial   Fiold-I 
•trurtions,  I.Vt;  thnnkol  by  Biagit  in        IlcviduUnn."   I.  3n.  37; 

.   _»  T,_. jii^   ]5g,  ^,„  ,t        their  cetabliiihmcnl,  37. 

Ferry,  J.   E.   J( 

_  ..t.  1. 355. 

Harris.  Copt.  D.  B..  asn 

villa,  1731  at  John  Moroan'.  voddinE,  worka  at  Cohimbua,  II. 
177:  in  battle  of  MnrrroBsboro,  17H,  Harris,  Iiham  G.,  gDvorno 
ltl2-ltH,  iy2-ll»,  190.  107;  report  ew,  I.  354,  II.  63;  rw|ii 
of  the  KTOund  at  Murfreoeboro.  170,  viiit  Pna.  Davit,  I.  354 
180:  briliisDt  work  by,  at  Miirfiwn-        iog   infonn.ition   s4   to    .._ 

boro,  192;  report  of  battle  of  Mur-        army    to    the    Confederacy,    

InKhoto.  102:  meotinrt  with  Poik  at        nH-niiting  tronpe,  0;   urEea  Polk  to 

rBipondeneo  with  Bram  to,  ISO;  tepreHentationi  to  Ptra.  Davia  about 
hnwH  at  Miirlrnnboro,  107:  removea  oeeiimtiun  of  Kentucky.  27:  eon- 
to  Wartrace,  1U7:  relim  to  Tulla-  fen^nre  with  A.  H.  Johnston,  28. 
homa,  lUO;  ortlon  on  BnuE'e  droular  Ilnrrodiiburff.  Ky.,  Polk'a  pmrKwitioii 
letter,  2I10-2U2:  coDcurTin  Brume's  tofaUbackby  way  oI.  II.  13S:  Polk'* 
idoD  o[  retreat,  2111:  advbiee  Brags  tmopa  on  rond  to.  Ml:  UraKg'a  re- 
that    ■   ^hnnim   Ifl    nhv.k»rv     9IH-        treat  td,  I4JS:  Polk  ordprod  to  COfl' 

rentiate  at,  145:  Brant  at.  1411.  ISO; 

Cheitham  eneamped  at,   148,    14B: 

rTrani^P.'i'Mrp^Ttion'ln  TiULal  rial  at,  159;  Polk  order«l  torMitn  to,    . 

eaoinaiitn,    217;    position    at  150;  retreat  to,  159;  Brarai  rearhes. 

ty  aiul  Hoo\-er'a  Oap,  210;  Polk  160;  Bnigg'a  troops  at.  160;  Polk's 

.J.,  L,.._..: j_._j  — ,.._.  ..    ,^.  „,_^  goes  to!_l73j 

pris^'oT'  Braii'a'iktarmioationi  '^: 
at  llracB'seonferenre,220,221;eoun- 
■et  at  fullahoma,  221, 222:  uneasincn    I 
of,  222;  sends  to  Polk  [or  sdiHce,  222;     ' 

eounsel'a   retreat,    223;    ordered    to    L _  _.   .    ..,,    _      

BreakHald  Point.  223;  sent  to  John-        Southern  rival  to.  I.   237;  superior 

■Inn'fl  pnmrnand.    VH-    niinlit.iM  u    n  ulvnntAim     nf.     over    floUtlieTIl     Cf^- 

templsted  visit  to,  2SS. 
.,  loiter  lo,  II.  310, ! — 
la  In,  I.  127,  12S. 


!,  John  Morcan'i  eaptun  ef. 
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moTof  North.        cirtittiv 


olSumh  Polk, 

Hairkin*,  tMob.  murits  WilH&m  Polk, 

t.  48:  motlwr  of  LeonidH  Folk,  48. 
Hawkina  (smily,  I.  IBS. 

Htiri>«.Rohcny.,  i.se. 

Harivill«,  Ky.,  poutioa  of  Thomas  L. 

(SnUanHiMi'a  «irn>  nnr,  II     1S9 

Ti  a.,  in  hatUa 


Crittendeo'i 


_„_. Impend,  I.  101,  1*3, 

124,  I2fl,  127,  138;  impcoTenwDt  ot, 
KS:  bnak-down  in,  IfiZ, 

fI«rtlt-MoD«,  tha  fl«ht  for  Bouthon.  I. 

aebdonudkl  Boud,  aontRd  ol  Ihs  nnl- 
Bicintl  ftutbority  of  tbs  Uoivenit]', 


Rell'iHilf  Acre,  II.  181.  ' 
Helm,  Bric.-Cen.  Bcnjani! 


,    II.    272,    273,    278; 


Chkki»Tisui&,    II. 

killed  kt  aiackiLmt.v, 

BeDdnnon.  Cal.  Willism,  rhoMi  Loyal- 
uta  of  Cupula  York'i  oomtnud.  1. 


p,  pornDtaxe  of  Ion  jil 

rr. 

)f  Federal  troop*  from 


HcweB.    JoKph,    latter    from    aunual 

Johnnon.  1:7. 
HcB-M, ,  vwkDOg  of  hl»  patiiot- 

bm,  1. 58. 
HiHHiuHe  River,  II.  234. 
Micknun,  Ky,.  CaofederBla  oecupatloD 

of,  II.  22,  23;  Gov.   Hurria's  npio- 

KDtatioiu  to  Pnfl.  DiLvia  in  reganl 

to  ocFUntioD  of,  27. 
HiihHilliaf  Hantac.  I.  32. 
Hill,  Lieut.-GeD.  Duilel  Earvey.  iip- 

pointed  nici^HMDr  to  Hirdn.  ll.  231; 


UUl,  240;  dMnolutntloli  a^iut 
Clui'i  Mill.  24S:  s  riislit  to,  26£; 
~  ~LiM*  of  Biugi'a  hdlna  aaiMt  Um, 
>S:  shuitsm  hia ooma.  ^M;  Polk'* 
'  1  to,  far  opcmtkiiu  on  tha  2(Mh, 
«i,  200.  aeij  lafl  in  icnorans*  by 
Bnat,  258.  250;  Polk'a  BodMmn  to 
pUo«  orden  in  hia  lianda,  2S8;  failum 


269:  tails 

Polk  beai 

duplicata  orden  iflaiied 


as 

report  to  Polk,  2S9,  203; 
or  laHum  to  find,  SIW; 


imDiauden,259;  fouod  by  Wheelsa 
1  ■  camp-Are,  260,  2e2[  atoiy  of 
sBvary  of  the  orders  to  hta  lubord^ 


303;  deUya  actJon 
rations,  202,  263,  ! 
pinaoaas,  262;  quo 
receiving  order  aea 
nstaa,  263,  204;  lin. 
20Ui,  2S3;  official  ro 
of  Chioksi 
bmorsnc*  i 
2M I  leporta 
Pidk,2M;ia 


tila  29t>i. 
ol  hisrapijr 

Bnici'a  sttituiJe  toward  I^Ik,  2fl5, 

260:  moysownU,  positions,  eto.,  in 
batel«  of  the  20tli,  267,  270,  ST6.  278, 
■    aod  opportunity,  272] 


before  CblFkanu 


unwillincneaa  to  obey  Polk's  orders. 
277;  on  the  battle  ol  Chiekamauss. 
280;  latter  from  Lonptnet,  283;  m- 
lieved  Irooi  rommaad,  2S2.  200; 
ordered  to  attack  at  daylight.  203; 
his  hcadqiuutan  at  Tbedford'i  Ford, 
20:t,  ZOG;  errDT  as  to  formation  ot 
Cheatham's  Una.  2M,  Mi;  letter  to, 
eovorlng  copy  of  letter  in  answer  to 
Bran's  Inqiuriee,  204,  293;  arcused 

S'  I   Bran   of   ncrificiiu   tnopa   at 
hitkamaura,  296;  Poik^s  blsme  tor, 
290;   Brau  9  criticiima  on   hia  de- 

PmideDt,  296;  Bragg'fl  critieism  of, 
290:  Polk  eipecled  to  make  charfes 
acaiOBt,  297;  accepts  the  blama  of 

Polk.  29^'rplievcd  ol  command.  298i 

tha  20th,  303,  304:  ordered  to  Folk's 
beadquarterB,  303;  conference  with 
Polk  sod  Louttetreet  to  oonaider 
BnuM'il  incapacity,  30 
Hillsboro,  N.  C..  seat  ol 


Hiir«  failure  to  cofiDerale 
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mMttns  to  diHUH  arminv  of  fiagroec  Tfinibr  ■ehamo,   2fl0,    2S1;   viitt  to 

342.  BewsOHL   »W.   »>1;   sdmlnitioo  [or 

WMary,  Patk'i  ngnU  at  imperfection  Bishop  ElUotl.  260,  261;  letter*  to 

of  hu  kaowlod«s  of.  I.  OS.  Polk,  2B0:  letur  to  Mn.  Poll^  2S0. 

Hobkick's  Hill,  luttle.  I.  34.  261,  365.  II.  391;  oriticiBn  of  Polk'i 

Bodge,  God.  George  B.,  inapeota  Polk's  postion  rscudiiiE  tba  BepHstioii  of 

deputTnent.  II,  334.  the  Chunh.  I.  314.  et  tq.;  view*  of 

"Hodge."  the  steamer,  I.  324.  the  bUiop'e  ooune,  3M. 

Hodami,  Telfair,  on  Polk'e  DoneeptiOD  Hometa,  Davidaan'a,  I.  41. 

and    eucutioD    of    the    Univeruty  Horry.    Peter,    ia    action   at   Walboe 

■chsme,    1.    263-26$i    ptwenti    the  Church,  1.43. 

HodsKiD  Librae'  to  the  Univenity  Horsebaik  travel  pmscibed,  I.  127. 


Horee-race,  pn)p«l  of  B  lIBIid  intar- 

oooBBoQ    library.    preaDntcd    to    the  national.  U.  40. 

Univeraity  of  the  Bouth,  I.  266.  Horse-noe  io  damp,  a,  II.  212. 

HoSmKu,  William,  Polk's  nimmde  at  HorH  railroad,  a,  I.  149. 

West  Point,  I.  75;  majoriienenil  in  Hones,   oarringe-honea    giviaa  to  the 

the  United  StatM  army,  7S.  army  bv  sitisena,  II.  33B,  339. 

Hofroyl,  vintto,  I.  132.  Hone  thieves,   dvaxt  from,    I.    167: 

Hocax,  Col.  Jamea,  Valley  Fdrge  me-  adventure  with,  170. 

morial  tnUet,  I.  15;  leave*  Valley  RDapiua  at  I«ightoa,  the,  I.  199,  2M. 

Forse,  16.  Hospilnhty,  I.  101,  200. 

Holland,  entranni  ioto,   I.   130.    131;  Hduih  al  Bishopn.  elects  Polk  to  Ushop- 

•ncountcr   with    tfas    fustom-hoiue.  ric  of  Louisiana,  I.  17S. 

131;  homage  to  tbe  royal  family  of,  Houac  of  tlcputica.  coaflrms^lectioo  of 

131,  132,  Polk  to  iHshoprie  of  Louisisna,  f.  ]7lt. 

Holme*.   Oabrid.   Kovenior  of   North  House  ot  RBprcaentativs^  Polk  atUnda 

CanJina,  I,  at,  71.  debateain,  1. 113. 

Holy   communion    colebratioD    amoni  Houstiin,  Teias,  parish  oripnliwd,  I. 

tha»cn>ea,I.  198.  179. 

HolyheBd.  t,  144.  Howe,     Cieo..     Washinston     nardXEt 

Hood,  Gen.  John  B.,  baptiam  of,  I.  304,  scsinst,  I.  49. 

It.  3^3,  363;  movement  agairut  Nash-  Hucison's  battery,  onlvred  to  support 

villa,    170;    position    at    Thedford's  A.  S.  Johnston,  II.  68. 

Ford,24e;movemenu,posjtions,etc.,  Huggr,    Isvu-,   chaTin   Thomas   Polk 

in  battle  of  ChickamsugHi  247,  Z4H,  with  suspieious  eonduct.  I.  It3.  25; 

251.  25.1.  2.U.  256,  2S7,  268,  270.  275,  mihtU  command  at  Salisbiiri'.  23. 

278,  277,  204;  atrensth  in  battle  ^  Human  Ufo.  thg  pattern  of.  1.212, 

Che  19Ui,  2.S3:  woumled  at  Chioka-  Humboldt,  Teno.,  GonenJ  Polk  at,  II. 

mauga,  27S;  turns  over  command  at  84 ;  Polk  asiiRncd  to  command  at.  86. 

Resaca   to   Polk,    349;   movements,  Humphreys.  A.  A.,  Polk's  comradn  st 

pnsittons,  et£.,  in  Atlanta  campalen.  We«t  Point,  I.  76;  nksjor-general  in 

340-351, 3.^3'-3S9,  302,  370, 371 ,  377-  tbe  United  HUlei  army,  75. 

381;  pmsnt  at  Johnston's  bsptism.  Hunt,  Capt.  RiEhard.  ordnance  officer 

3fi4,  3S3;  meeting  with  Johnsloa  at  In  Polk's  Dcpartmont,  II,  3. 

Polk's  beadquartna  near  Ca.«ville,  Hunter.  Ilev.  Humphrey.  taiUnwny  as 

356;  blamed  for  failure  to  fight  at  to  ths   Mecklenburg  Dsclstation  ot 

Casnrille.  362;  personnl  rclationa  with  Independence.  I.  M,  .U. 

PoUr,  364;  estimatea  the  defensive  Hunten.  advanUge  aa  of,  skirmisbeni, 

power  of  the  poaitian  on  Pino. Mnun-  If.  15. 

tain,   371;   mourning   the  death   of  Hunt'sFoid,  croasod  by  Cbealham,  II. 

Polk.  374;  a  blood-stainni  kVk  tot.  247. 

3S7;  letter  to  MsJ.  West,  scknowl-  Huntaville,  Ala.,  seeks  to  eecure  ths  site 

edjringr«eiptof  therrlic.  388.  nf  u-.  Ilni™«..v    I    •>iw,t,t^\l,J 
Hooker,  MaJ.-Oen.  Joiwph,  rginforcei 

McPbenwn  at  Itesaca,  II.  350. 
Hooper,  William,  weaknom  of  his  pa- 

trlalism,  I.  58. 
Hoover's  Gap.  Hardos's  position  at,  II.        

219.  Hutchinson.  William,  certiGes 

Hopkins.  Ijeut.  Arinide.  lieutenant  of        inencsa  of  Me 

the  Orleana   Linht  Hor»,    II.  372;  of  Indepcnden. 


of  Merklenbuig  Declaration 


Henry.  Bis 
;  admirer  of 


Lt  of  Polk's    Illinois.   Federal   wrmknam  In,    II. 
op  of  Vff-        of  Union  men  from, 'in'Kentuc 
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ImmlfrmtiaD  of  Eoidcnen,  vi 


lB?eiiiliuum,  ■  liatim  of  the  Civil  Wu,  Juktoi 

ludcpeDdanM  a  iKiktiaii,   I.  3IG,  et  Tarloton,  4B;' WitUam  j>all(  vUta,  al 

•oq.  WupUagtoD,   S3,  S3i     codfallwr  ttt 

India,  Mn.  Sherwood  in,  1. 138.  ColoDd  Butler,  II.  S7;   Polk  diiw 

Indiana,  Fodenl  vwkneu  in,   II.  9i  with,  103,  104;  inauBui>tio&  of,  107, 

niiiHt»rlDg  of  Union  meo  from,  in  113,  t  lij  leminisMiieM  of  (lampaicn 

"intucky.   25;   John  Morgao'a  tor  darainCarolina,  107:Polli(ia]laupon 

diUoolnto,.217. __  the  Praddenl.  10»:  Ir^    '  ■'^- ' 


ina  insUeated  by  Brit-        aad  aacca,  110;  joumoy  to  Waohiiv 
bion  ol 


iih,  I.  IS:  coofllcta  with,  IS3.  ton,  113;  crinf  ov«r  dintb  of  hi*  vils, 

Indian Territoiy,  in  Bjihcy  Folk '■  field        113;  thB^^oiln  lyiler-  -*  "'    "-"  '- 


Wst  Poic 


wditic 
loiUana, 

■    •  I6:«iiui»(awith,  15S. 
'erritoiy,  in  Bintacu)  Polk'i 
■ooaaiy   work,    I.    154, 

iaB-lA7,  les,  IVO:  adVQDtum  *?h  Jaokson,  Mn.  Andrew, 'dealli 

hoiw  Ihisvca  id,  170.  Jacknn,  Claibone  F.,  go 

Individiul  character,  the  value  of,  1.        aonri,  >«ka  CoafBdan . ^ 

Infant  srbool,  a  colored,  I.  IfiT.  ciaitBerated  ocoouDt  of  atronath  cJ 

IninemoriAm.lI.SRe.etBHi.  Miawuri  Eorcw,  II. 

loapector  -  sensnl.   Folk   reromiDenda  Jack»n,  Dr.  Bamiul,  Polk  congultg.  I. 

Pmm  for  office  of,  II.  210.  127. 

Intenuf-revsnue  lawa,  repeal  of,  I.  47.  Jaokaon,  Brig.-<}an.  JamM  S.,  killad  at 

InvemeH.  I.  144.  Poryville,  tl.  157;  hii  divinon  imt 

Iredrll,  Oov„  moeCine  with,  I.  113.  up,  IS?;  in  battlaa  o' ~  

Iredell  County,  N.  C.,  DavidiaD  raliKe  Jackno,  BriR.-Gen.  J. 

trOOM  in,  I,  42.  Miirlp™.Knm.     II       1 

Ireland,  kings  of,  T.  S;  Prot«e(ant  col-  -      .  .  

onintwD  of,  2;  John  Pollock  Kt(I«  Chickamauga,    263,    273, 

io,  2.  4;Co!.  TMkeroh»n«lloroF,  3;        ""■     ""■ -' 

Folk's  viiit  to.  142,  144;  Chief  Bann 

ol  the  Eiehequor,  194. 
Irhh,  hatred  of  the  Engliah.  I.  2 
IroDton,  Mo.,  Pillow  ordered  U 

on,  it.  a;  Hardee'a  plan  for  „^ 

of,     13:    Pillow's    advance    toward,  Jaekwn,    Thomas    J.     ("Stonewall"), 

Mopped,  17.  Folk  ranked  next  to.  II.  389;  Free. 

Ironton    Railroad,    Folk's    operations  Davii  on  the  dsntb  of,  3flO. 

Maioat  Bt.  Louis,  from  the,  II.  7.  Jaokaon.  La.,  appropriation  for  colleve 

Island  No.  10,  Confederate  occupation  at,  1.  210:  biuldinie  sold  to  Method- 

of.  II.  l<i.  IT;  lack  of  guns  for,  IS;  iita.  210. 

Polk's  Hcond  lino  ol  de(en«  of  the  Jackno,  Mian.,  Oenoml  Alcorn  goes  to, 

Miasinlppi.  IT,  82;  strength  of.  17.  to  neek  miDforcements,   II.  dZ,  03: 

70,  S2,  S3;  Polk's  endeavois  to  foi^  Polk  oidored  lo  duty  on  court  ol 

tify,  B3 ;  Btratagical  importance  of ,  75;  inquicy  at,  303;  French'!  divisian  at, 

ciuBation  as  to  advis&bility  of  (orti-  32fi;  PederHJ  troops  enter,  325,  326. 

fvini,  at  sipenie  of  Columbuj.  TS;  Jsckasn,  Tenn.,  Beaungard  nek  at,  II. 

Braurnard's  prefeieDFe  for  its  poei-  74;    inlitrview   between    Beauregard 

tion  over  Columbus,  78:  gnrrieon  of.  and  Polk  at.  75.  et  soq.;  Polk  at,  77. 

79;  in  cIuitks  of  Captain  Ony,  X2;  James   I.,  the  Pollock  family  ia  the 

Lack  of  nuna  at,  till  after  evacuation  reLgn  of,  I.  2. 

of  Columbus,  S2;  in  charge  of  Gen-  "IsIT,"  deatb  of,  I.  204. 

eral  MeCown,  S3.  S3;  bombardmeDt  Jefferson,  Thomas,  ignorance  of  Meck- 

of.  S3,  S5.  lenburg  Dectuation  of  Independence, 

Italy,  travels  in.  1.133-136;  art  in,  13«:  I.  ll;  William  Folk's  misdon  lo,  41: 

beautv  of,  130.  pledgea  Virtdnu'i  aasiaUnce  to  Gen. 

lukn.  Miss,,  defesit  of  Van  Dnrn  at,  II.  Oaies,    42:    probsbto    acnuaiotance 

132.  with  the  MecklenburR  Dcrlamtioa  of 

Ives,  Rt.  Rev.  Iavi  S„  a  troublesoaie  litdependence,   5N;   sttacks  the  au- 

letter  of  introduction  from.  I.  131.  thentirity  ol  the  Mecklenburg  Dec- 
laiHtion.  6fl,  SS. 

J«.v   fVl  Thnmiu.  M     ..«.«..nt  ndi.-  J«.nings,  ^.  R.,  sent  to  Richmond,  to 
ek  reinforeemenls,  II.  03. 
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ulli  DU  Pdlk  for 


!.  percentoae  of  Ion 


Johnson,  Brig.-Gan.  Biuhiod, 
briKwIe  ia  b«»ls  of  Shilob,  11. 
i03:  irounded  ^t  Shiloh,  11)7:  in  I 
tls  ol  CliiFkinuium.  ZOS.  2flfl. 


countamunda  otdon  foi 
gaid  ordpKd  to  roptirt  t 


in,ui  PolV,  as,  70; 
ol.  OB:  fonnght  of 
--■ ilumbiu,  72; 

7*c  BesvSU 
>,  74;  lookod 


provM  the  work  Kt  Columbuii.  78; 
oivoflteri  Ui,  82;  preiMrina  to  morl  tho 
snemv  at  FittaBurx  Lsnding.  S4;  in 

lor,  S6;  poalii  troops  st  Corintli.  S7; 


Johiuon,    Brig.-den.    Rishud   W.,    io 
'     butle  of  MurimwbDRi,  If.  17S.  1S3; 


Biaurcgnrd,  Mid  Polk, 
IDO-IDJ;  iafiusiind  b 
tud^,  103;  eulogy  of 
battle   of  ShiloF;    loe 

Johnr-Con,  Gen.  Joaetih  E 


,    2,    3;   ra»m- 


chmricter.  34  -  appoiolsd  lo  comnuuid 
of  the  Dspartment  ol  tho  ^uthweet, 
1.  33i-  eulodied  tw  Polk,  371,  II. 
108,  109-  Polk  Hnd*  oopy  of  iwag- 
DBlwn  to.  I.  372,  373;  Polk  inlorma 


BniEK'B  tnublcs,  202. 
ion  oTthe  Braat  qiM- 

msnd  of  Army  of  TennsaiBe.  2CH,  209; 


Polk-a  utwm  fo 


I,  212:  BrKkinrid,*  detached  lo  lOd, 
L7;  Kajdee  UHifiuHt  to  hu  pom- 
lantl,  224;  comparea  Bnifuiwith  Loe, 
»1;  ktlrr  from  Br»™'-i  p)ii(jI-or-«iklI 
.,  201,  202,  300:  Bnwg-i  patnntic 
nlantion  to,  300.  301 :  in  Icmpo- 


in,  ^3-36:  Krv»n  ,u  i.....v.u.  ..i, 
34;  lock  of  artiJery.  34.  3^;  Iwk  at 
river  craft,  34,  35;  bioEmphy  of.  36; 


erUnd  and  Tenniwee  rivrrn,  30,  37; 

Bgu'nHl,  at  Chattsnoopi.  Sil 

tt*n  ftom  Polk.  30.  37.  OS.  72.  73: 
»ii>»t>  Polk  to  fiimish  n  report  ot 

a.,  ordered  to  move  aRainal, 

■  work  at  Farta  Henry  and  I>onet- 

roopa,   S2;   oppoacd   to   Ixiell,   63; 

Meritliui  eampainn.   32.1; 
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Horn,  etc.,  in  AtlanU  ramnuai,  348- 
3G1.  353,  SM,  aSfl,  359. 3057371-373, 
37fl.  377,  380,  3R1;  cordinl  nnpljoa 
to  Polk  at  Diltoo.  351;  Folk  ud 
Hnod  report  to,  at  DBlton,  353; 
Irtler  Id  Col.  Gila  mninli       "  "  * 


Polk.  36^,  3M:  ■rithdnwi ! 


PUUdelpUftwith. 

au  portal  Bt,   II. 

Krmper,  Blidiap  Jarkaon.  I.  137. 
Kcnenw,  view  ot,  fiom  Pins  MDuntwn, 
I        11.  372. 
Kenesa*  Mountam,  Polk'a  heitdquu^ 

ten  Qoaj,  li.  3ft8. 
Kcnnsdy.  Di.  Thomu,  rommwioiiHl 

Kentucky,  tnvelinii  for  halth'in,  I. 
152;  pDaidaD  in  rcBvd  to  diAutiioD, 

with  ^fHD?^"of  e^t°T'«^^^.°4| 
neulralily  of.  II.   0,    17-10.  22-24; 


9  death  of  Polk,*37srs"'bfoi2P 
liacil  relic  for.  387;  letter  to  Major 
im.  Dcknowledivni  imeipt  of  the 


Johnv 


I,  Siunuel,  letter  I 


William  Proton,  bloi 

if  A,  H.  Johiuton,   [.  370,  1 
'  «.  DBvig'siun.  20«;oiak< 
.  of  Braug'?  army,  2O0;  n 
vKWB  rnic'a  troop*,  310,  211, 
JoDea,   Cadw^ader,    cbanm    Thomi 


36^  on  Pi__ 

ioiperllon  < 


25;  militia  command  at  BoliAbiiry. 
23. 
Jonea,  Jo«eph  Scan  ell.  hmorian  of 
North  CanUna.  1.  0.  7;  on  patriotiim 
of  Thomru  Polk,  8.  7:  prejudice  and 
eia«erBl«l  atvio  o(,  7;  on  Thomai 
PoiPli  connection  with  the  Mecklen- 
burg Declaration   of   Independence, 

Jones.  Robert,  iiaDdtather  ot  Oiudda 

GilchriiC.  I.  4S. 
JoneA.  Cien.   Samuel,   eommnndina  at 

ChBllanooga.  II.   125.  1211;  ordered 

to  advance  to  Nnahville,  IZ.-i.  12e. 
Jone*.  Inrrph.  HurK.-GcQ.,  atatomentof. 

in  reKHrd  to  ChJckamnii(a,  II,  260. 

Jordan,   Col.'  1  homan.  Hnt  to  inspect 
worki  at  ColombuB,  tl.  To;  Beaurs- 


luard,  IS;  pniliablB 
inJ  inva'rion  of,  18; 
po^i^on  in  rcjmrd  to, 

itrality  of.  Ill;  Fed- 
se  in.  20:  tendemeaa 


d(,  an  the  Canfeden 
occunlion  of  Columbui,  22,  23;  de- 
manrb  withdrawal  of  Confederate 
tmope,  22,  23;  Pnlk'i  reply  in  the 
reaoliiUon  of  the  Semite.  23-20: 
reco^ition  of  neutrality  1^  the  Coo- 
fnlenite  jrovarament.  23.  25:  br^achee 
of  neutrality  by.  24,  25;  ennm-dnn. 

ben  oF  Co 

26;  bo 
[edera< 


-fro 

.  24:  ani 

;i-coei 

rcion  reeolutiooi 

iFederacy  favored  m. 

H  of  J. 

liann 

■  with  the  Con- 

■,  20,  27:  F. 

feeliDK  i 

i>t-h;; 

r:.S.£f» 

n,g,t,7.dt,'G00glc 


of  Polk'a  offir  to  awvata,  S7:  Prai.  K«nhBir.  BTig.-G<D.  J.  B.,  nKivenieiita, 

Diivtionlanoceupmtion  hiticumiled  positioru,  stc.,  id  b»tUB  of  Chicka- 

hr  tlw  ii«iiHtyra7i  tlw  qmtioD  of  miiUKB.  II.  208. 

CwitMlcnte  oeouHtioD  drcidsd  by    Key, ,  member  of  the  Cobninbiim 

the  lefaUtun,  SS\  ununc*  of  pn»  Boriety.  I.  112. 

luiAtion  anl«niu  Coofedonte  evsc-  Kays.  CspUln  John,  I.  3. 

uaUon.  27.  28:  Pica.  Davie's  nDiiaty  KlanuchiB  River,  I.  168. 

in  TBcartI  to  ooune  of,  2fl;  the  occu-  Killed  sad  wounded,  tmneportation  o(, 

pstloo  B  mililaiy  necessity.  28;  Polli's  II.  X,f 

--•■—■•■■  ■—  '—■■■-fin..  28,  29;  cbII  for  Kioa's  Cc...___, 

be  Federals  in  no-  Kirm's    Colleae, 


n  foriifvina.  28,  29;  cnll  for    Kics'i  Collage,  CsnibridEe,  I.  139- 


tiaL  30;  ZolIicoSer's  movemsDts  in,  rsporta  of,  conniltod  by   Polk  uid 

29:  A.  S.  Johnston  aHunws  comnund  Elliott,  I  254. 

afConfedaral«foneHopentiuiD.33;  King's  MounUin,  N,  C,  bsttleof,  I..22, 

danmir  to  Confodenite  azmy  in.  37:  23,  41. 

iminrtiDM  of  Confeder&ta  nction  in,  Kingston,  ratrent  to.  IJ.  3S1:  (he  Fed- 

83:  am  leuling  to  dineten  in,  AS.  erala  st.  364,  355. 

89;  Bueli's  ocMrations  in.  6B:  Qruit'i  Kingston-upon-UuU,  VHit  ta,  I.   1<2, 

invuion  of.  from  Cairo.  70;   Polk's  1*4. 

posi^on  in.  77;  Kirby  Smith's  pro-    Kirk,  .  entertains  Polk  nau  Mart- 

poacd  rampaiicn  Into,  122,  124;  noid  ettn.  II.  3H7;  bia  eiflht  soRi  in  Ibe 

lor    Breckinridge's   troops    in,    122;  service,  367;  his  grandchildren,  367, 


!;  Mor- 


Ed'i  operations  in  centml  Kentucky.  Kite-flying,  I.  ISB. 

3;  plan  to  reiain  central  and  out-  Knaw-nolling  IWty.   Polk'a  attitude 

em    Kentucky.    123;    Wriaht    com-  towsH.  I.  222. 

manding  in  central  aibd  eastern  Ken-  Kaoi,  Joaniia,  martioa  John  Polk  (Istl. 


tucky.    123.    12 1;    Biajoi's 

™mn.i™  in.  124. 125;  Kirby  8n _.   

,   I2S.   120;   NelKHi  in        ridge  at,  II.  143;  Polk'i  Initnictioos 


1. 125;  Kirby  Smith's    Knpivills,  Tenn.,  arrival  of  Bnjekin- 


._ in  (antral  Kentucky.  I2fl;         _. , , 

strunde  for  (be  vanbwe-arouod  in,  arrival  at.  1A4;  Bumaide'a  advance 

127:  ConlederBts  design  to  secure,  to.234;  Bucknerordered  toevacuata. 

12S;  Dolitical  rtreteiy  in    12fl.   134.  234;  defeat  of  I^onsatrret  at.  315; 

13,5:  bragg's  complaints  of  supineneaa  provision  against  Longstroet's  mov*< 

of  dtlMng  of.  132:  Buell'a  Influence  menu  at.  321. 

in,  132:  Bragg's  discomfiture  in,  1113;  Knnivilla  nulroad.  Hill's  position  on. 

BragR'a  prepuratioru  to  iuaUKi'mte  a  II,  233. 

pToviaionalfraveninientfor,  135.  137.  Kusiigrats,  ptirecntage  of  has  at,  II. 

KoKliisko.    Gen.    Thaddeus.    Williara 

in.  idf :  nueu  ■  nopea  of  refintabllah-  Polk'a  assodatioa  with.  I.  42. 
iw  Federal  iuriadiction.  147:  evacua- 
tion of,  163;  Buoll  sends  Kelson  to  LafHyetle.    Ga.,    Buckner,    Hill,    and 
take  coninBlid  in.  171:  Buell'a  p^ioy  Walker  ordcml  to  «in«ntnte  st.  II. 
in  regard  to.  172;  Federal  pursuit  oJ  237;  roada  connecting  with,  237:  die- 
Folk  throiigli.  IT7;Jolin  MoTgaQ'sei-  tance  [mm  Chattanooga,  237;  Hill's 
pcdition  into.  178,  163;  Federal  rein-  poaition  near,  238;  Thomaa  ordered 
forcemenla  at    Murfleeaboro    from,  toward.  2^  322;  Binge's  march  to, 
198;  Polk  proposH  the  ragsininc  of.  229,  243;  Polk'a  cotpa  at.  244. 
290;  ForTcflt  sent  for  horvea.  euppliee.  Lafayette,   Marquis  de.  tour  through 
etc.,  to,  331.  the  United  States.  I.  48-51.  75.  76; 
Kcntucliy  campaign.  1«b  of  valuable  amudng  incidents  of  bia  reception  in 
time  in.  II.  13 1 ;  dose  of  Cha  Sret  act  North  Carolina.  48-51. 
of.   132:    delnya  fatal  to  Bracg   in,  L&fayeCte  and  Cbattaoooca  road,  II. 
133;  Bragg'i  available  fon~ '-    "■■  — •  — " 


ircity    lAlayette  and  Ringgokl  road,  II.  2 

,     „,,     Polk    Lalsyett*  ™«^  II  MB  aar 

blamed  by  Bragg  for  failure  of,  14t.    I«  Qran 


137.     146.     169; 

"  igg  for  failure  of 

I  official  report  of,  146;        I.  162;  State  Con 

nuiLw  ui,   14C;  Brug'a  plana  for.    Ijigrii,  percentage  t/t  tu^  hl,  k.  *ot. 

147;  close  oF,  103:  P^'s  Dpision  of.    Lamb.,  Col.  Gideon,  Valley  Forge  n 


103;    Bran'a   viewa   on.    103,  104;        murial  tablet,  I.  .-, 

[ieaeral  .  Bucll's     answen     to  the  lanarkAblre,  Scotland,  Pollock  estate, 

sriticiam  of  RrasE  (or.  198.  '  lancaater.  Pa,,  Coatioeatal  CoDgieaa 
ntueky  River,  IT  136.                                adjourns  to,  I.  14. 


n,g,t,7.dt,'G00glc 


lADdott.  HoUaod,  IdIctvmw  with  Uu 

Dutch  cuitonu  ofliorn  it,  I.  131.  ibb  i 

laoratma,  rtudy  of,  I.  B7-e9.  33S, 

IdruDiburg.  L«Bn  oriend  to  mors  DO  trom    Viekibuii^    32Bi 


CblFlunuiUsa.  II.  26B. 


I,  348:  Folk  Dnkred 
HI  bum  ova  commmlMl  to.  802:  iuuM 
mdan  on  death  of  Oencral  Po&,  300, 

ntuatwD  of.  II. 

:SSf 


I,  220.  240-242;    Pulk'a    poaitioa    DmwaiU 

LawnnceburE.  Ky..  poiitioD  of  Bruc'a  345,  246;  Polk  propoMa  and  make 

tnnpa    st,    II.    US.    ISOi    WitSna  demoiutntiDQ  ai.  24B.  24B:  tho  Fed 

oidsnd  to  msnb  lowaid,  ISO;  BiU'i  enl  line  at,  24.1:  the  State  Road  al 


6, 247;  Coo 


l^,  Rt.  Rat.  Heoiy  C,  remarki  at  of  the  19th.  247:   Bnn'i  plana  to 

Ixnkout  MountkiD,  1. 246-24H;  mam-  attack  at,  248;  Polk'*  d^rnocnistum 

ber  of  commlttoe  on  conatitutloa  and  at,  249;  HiiHlmaii'B  pontjoa  oppooite, 

■tirtutea  of  tba  Univenity.  iM;  eilU-  2.U:  Bna*!  viewa  aa  to  the  FsdenU 

ciam  of  Polk'i  action  in  nswnl  to  the  force  at,  2Ss. 

portion  of  the  Chunh  thnush  sece»  Lewburg,  Va..  Confederate  troopi  at, 
Bon,  317,  31S;  agninas  part  of  Polk'a  1. 377;Uttleor.  II.  47. 
dloeeaan  work.  303;  aaked  by  Polk  L«chom,  preaching  at.  I.  138. 
to  Vint  (be  LouiiiaDa  diomw,  360;  Leighton.  La.,  purchase  of.  I.  17.1;  de- 
al Folk's  funeral,  II.  38S.  380.  KTiptionof,  ISS,  ISfl,  IS7,  lM;lifeit, 

LeaeoiA,  Rev.  W.  T..  1.  1B3:  ritfa  call  180-207:  the  bogpital  at,  I8S.  199, 

for  eonvantion  at  Montcomery.  348;  204;  a  clerRyman's  viiit  to,  IM-ISH; 

rertoroCChriMChuKh,  NawOrlmiu,  finaacial  trouble*  at,  200,  201,  203- 

387;  TiawB  on  Polk'a  acceptance  of  a  210:  outbreak  of  cheers  at.  203-206, 

commiiBoii,  307.  2ID;  tornado  at.  200. 107;  MrTBOdersd 

Lebanon,    Ky.,    II.    109:    covered,  >-        ' ^■—  ~" 


tiou.  of  the  .tribe  of, 


analoiDUB 


near,  174;  FederslpoeltioD  near,  179. 
Lectureihipg.    See  UHivaurrT  or  tbb 

I«,  ™v'.  ^—,  I,  123. 

Loc,  Gen.  Charleo.  report  ti 

ConvenlJon,  I,  13, 
Lee,  Maj.  Pollock  B.,  sent  1 

inquirs  about  deley  at  Chickamauca.    I,eiington,  Ky.,  Price  HDdi  detachment 


LcviB.  Rev.  Daniel  8..  iiijEne  call  for 
Fonrcreace  at  MoateDmerv,  I.  348. 
>    LeiiDKton,  Maae..  battle  of  I.  10. 

.. . .  _.  __.  LeKin^ton.  Mo.,  captured  by  Gen.  Price, 

Lee,  Maj.  Pollock  B.,  sent  to  Polk  Ut        11.  30. 
iDQUire  about  delay  at  Chickamaugr      "  ------ 

II.  260:  on  Braa'i  staff,  265;  delivv 


.  __.  OS;   Kitbv  Hmitb  c     

_■  forces  at.  II.  126,  lib;  Kirby 
Smith's  opetationg  about.  127:  ap- 
parent   movement    of    Cumberland 

_  ...  _  ..  Oap  (anison  on,  131;  Braig  BOOS  to, 

ttle  of  Eutav  Spring,  43. 44.  to  maucurala  State  iovemmeot,  130. 

I    LeBba,    Id    battle    of    Eutaw        137;  EkagK  at,   139,   142.  144,   172, 
^--  L43.44.  1T3:  orden  to  Polk  from  Bnm  at. 


Bnn'a  iDenace  to  Polk,  205,  266. 

Lee.  ^n3cht-Hone  Haitv,''  In  actkm  al 

Dorcbeel«r  and  Watboe.  I.  43;  al- 


Lee,  Gon.  Robert  F.„  II.  307;  Polk's 
eomrade  at  West  Point,  I.  75:  (enei^ 
in  the  Confederate  army,  75;  Polk'a 


Bran's  lose 
of   Brby    I 


a  of,  355;  Polk's  desire 

nd    of     Departmeat    of    the  Bra«s    charges    I 

MiHUpi^  should  be  ^ven  to.  II.  2:  bIoih  at,  173.  .  . 

Oettyaburg,  287;  Polk'bflsahii 


).  290;  Lontcatieet  asks  [or, 


Ijberty  bell,  the.  providing  a  place  of 


Bran  by  Loncstreet,    Ijberty  bell,  the,  p: 
lueMfor  appointment        nfety  for,  I.  14. 

Liberty  Gap,  Hardee'e  podtion  at,  I] 
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Uek  Creek,   II.   02 

nuicta  nloiia,  104. 
UddeLL,  Bri(\%iD.  S 


ice.  II,  154;  in  battle 


nAuga,  286; 


LiilKL  wounded,  uid 


Ghick»nu.__, 

BnuK  in  di'TO«l 

XiocolD,    AbnEiBD 

"■  ■    d  BtitM, 


prannltioa  to,  (or  «unp>i_ 
Mobilei  321:  srmnte  iMrmii 
moremeat  sfJott  Mobile,  3 

IjDCOln  County,  N.  C,  militii  _     _ 
(or  contert  with  ConunUUs'g  tmopa, 
I.  22;  David»n  laiaat  troop*  in.  42. 

Lindeo.  petcsntace  of  Iom  at,  II.  as8. 

lindnr,  CoL,  in  bmttia  of  Shiloh,  II. 

too. 

Line  Creek,  tl.  33a 

Litemn  cuhuie.  promotioo  of,  in  Uia 

South,  I.  220. 
UterHtucB,  Polk'i  nneU  st  luk    of 

edumtioii  in,  1.  9R;  bATrenneee  of,  in 


little.  Col.  Hon 
Mieeoun,  give 
tiuD  about  Mi 

Little  Rock.  A 
tbrougb,  1.  16J 

livstpool,  vieit  t 

Uveiiwol  and  f 


Kf;'-?,V.~ 


C  31;  ( 


lAli,| 


,„..entua  of  beg  ■>(.  II.  Z8T. 

Loffan,  Maj.-Gen.  John  A.,  orden  to 

to  threaten  Rome.  324';  rnovsmeDU. 

poeitioike,  etc,,  in  Meridian  campaign, 

§22, 324,  325. 
Loc-hoUM,  livinE  in  a,  I,  I4T. 
London,  viat  to,    I.    138;  biehop  of, 

AnHiiCMI  ooloniea  under  jurisdiclinn 

of.  310. 
Londandeni^  [rsland.  I,  lU;  Robert 


].fn>i 


164. 


funenl,  386. 

Lookout  Mountain,  Ten 

regard  to  the  Univerat 


Fedeml  line  on.  24S;  P«jenl  relnat 
around,  ZK2;  Lonj^atrcct'e  bmitlot]  at, 
283;  Conlcdcialc  lim  at  Miaaioiurjr 
Rid^e  and.  300;  battle  of,  3  IS. 


'■    LoomS.  Col!  J.  ij.,  in 

freeiboio,  II.  184. 
'    Lorioc  Maj.-Gen.  Wi 


MB,  350,  3fi2,  3B1. 
'    Lord'iSupper,  the.  I.  129. 
'    LoaADEalee,  CaL,  Cen.  A.  B.  Johnrton'a 

journey  to  the  Kio  Grande  from,  I. 

Loenng,  Benson  J.,  ataCement  rqiardlnK 
Thomai  Polk,  and  ita  retniction,  I. 
34-37:  letter  to  Biehop  Pulk.  36,  37. 


Lonntreet,  Lt.-aeu,  Jarrtee,  aRJTsI  at 
Ringgold  from  Virginia,  II.  M6; 
aaeigiied  to  command  the  left  wing 
MChickamauga,   f" 


1,  II.3BS.__ 

fall  back  froL 

LouijiburK,  Tenn.,  1.  111. 

I.ouiHuia.  in  Biahop  Polk'a  Reld  of  mi*- 
■lonary  work,  I.  164,  166,  1S7;  piie- 
■onary  tour  through.  167,  166,  170; 
iniritual  deatitutioA  of,  IBB:  eearcity 
ol  Presbyterians  and  Methodina  in, 
139;  French  Catholics  in,  168,  IS4; 
the  Sabbath  in,  160,  1S4,  1S6: 
naolve  to  ■ottlg  in,  176:  offer 
and  acceptance  of  the  biahgnria 
of,  178;  aacrifices  sttending  tho 
iHshop's  removal  to,  131,  132;  advan- 
bw»  of  removal  to,  182;  Folk's 
episcopate  in.  183,  IS4;  a  pkinution 
■Ute,  183;  population  of,  184; 
growth  of  the  Church  in,  under  Folk's 
episcnpnte,  184:  smallpoi  in,  IB61 
teaulta  of  tho  biiihop's  episcc^  work 
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INDEX.  «3 

in,  308:  KpproiitiBtionB  (or  coUpjuhi  in.  IGR.  100;  ntrenath  nf  Buell's  torn  on 

210;  MtlhodiMi  and  Itanuin  Catlifr-  iMivina.   IfigrBuell'i  movement  to, 

lira  in,  210;  sulMFriptiomi  to  the  en-  170:    Biwll'a   moverneat  Irom.    173; 

dovnuint  lund  of  Ibe  Univenity  in,  diatiLticp  to  Nuahvillu,  33S. 

ma,  iTA,  2(U;  auroegioii  feeliai  Id,  .100,  Louinvills  uid  NuhvJUn  nilnnd,  s«Kd 

Wl;  HMdos,  3M,  310;  eotcn  tho  by  Polk,  II.  127.  128. 

Southern  ConEedenuy,  303;  qiuntion  Love,  Col..  RommandinE  the  37tli  Teo- 

olvBlidityoItlieBctDfie«atan.314.  nmee  nuiirnenC  at  i^iilah,  II.  112: 

31S;  effect  of  gereedon  of,  on  the  killed  at  Shiloh,  112. 

Church.  338,  et  mi.;  Polk's  prompl-  Lonry,  Col.,  in  battle  of  Cbirkamaug*. 

ncwin  tbaacc1eriiutlcBlcriidsBll«D[l-  II.  271. 

ingaecmion,  3Sli  part  ol,  in  Depart-  Lyli>,  W.  J„  BiK""  ™"  for  conventioa  at 

tnent  of  the  Weet,  MB;  reprewntali  vd  Montcomeiy.  1 .  34S.  340. 

in  Conlcdcmte  Cntigrew.  3SI;  terri-  Lynch.    Capl.    Monifiunwry.    nrakina 

tory  nf.  BmDraced  within  Department  engineer  at  Fort  Pillow.  II.  S2. 

No.2,  II.  I:  Breckinridgp'ecommiuid  Lyon.  Fnaria  Strother,  Kttlenwnt  In 

in,  122;  Polk  appoinlsd  Inshnp  of,  Alabama.  I.  171;  pnddeat  o(  atste 

300;  influenoe  oF  Polk'a  adininiatra-  Hnnto,  I7l;niembero(Conares>.  171; 

(fon  in.  309,     Bee  also    Louuuana  servicoa  in  rightinji  elate  financei. 

Louiaiana,  Convention  of.  I.  304;  fann  ber  of  bonledcn 

fund,    I.    2U0;    pastoral    lutlcrs   n 

dreaaed  by  the  bishop  to  tho,  303,  Lyon,   Brig.-Gea.   Nathaniel,  poritian 

30S.  310^21;  iodependDnt  eiiMcnce,  and  strength  at  SpringAeld.  Mo..  II, 

coaacqiieat  on  KcesiioD  of  (ho  Htate.  H;  Polk'a  ptan  to  cut  off.  R;  prnpana 

304,  el  eeq.;  the  biehop'i  activity  in,  to  attack  Price,  12;  death  aCWibon'a 

321-323,  i-Oi;  growth  of,  321,  322:  Cieek.  12 

the  biehop'a  last  vwtation  of,  322-  Lyons,  I.  13S. 

324;   annual  eonvention  of,   >•  fi 

FnuiciniUs,  328  et  nq.;  the  bi 

addniB  bnfon  the  eonvenlion 

FranciifviUe,  320,  330,  3:10,  e 

actiitai  of  the  committee  on  Ihi 

of   the    Church    in    regard    I 

bishop's  pastorals.  330.  el  ee,,.  .. , _._ 

atSt.Franciaville,341,etBeq.:Poik'ii,  Bucll's  loft  corpii   147;  movementa. 

attitude   regardtne,   301;   Pdk   Ktka  positiona,  etc..  before  and  durins  the 

(Itey  and  Lay  to  vinit,  for  him.  300;  battle  of   Pcrryville,    147-  140,   151, 

Polk's  luccowir  in,  II,  303;  tribute  152.  1S5-15T.  150,  ISO;  stnogth  of 


of^^a^Gonventian^tD,Bioho[i  Folic,        Per^ille,    152:   nmoes  Polk.  _15S; 

ins. 


308-^00;    Poik'a 

300.  400.    See  also  DiocEsut  Coh-        IOI;   mavemenu   in    the    Keotucky 


C'tions.  eto.,  in  the  battle  of  Mul^' 
ibom.  178,  181,  184,  185,  201; 
his  Iradcn  at  Murfreeeboro.  178; 
■troDgCb  St  Murfreeabom,  201;  hia 
Mpera    captured    at    Murlreeaboro, 

fore' and  dl^ng  the  battle  of  Chieka- 

mauga,  237-240.  242,  244-240.  269. 

270,276;  Polk'a  policy  ressrding.  238; 

Bnag  misled  as  to  his  pontion,  239. 

240,  244 ;  Polk  eipcctiug.  244. 
McCown,  Maj.-Gen.  John  P.,  in  battle 

of  Belmont,  II.  30;  entrusted  with 

.     .      _         .   .   defense  of  iJio   MissiMippi.   82;   in 

K  of  Kirby  Smith's  moving  chame  of  Island  No.  10  and  New 
BubII's  an^val  St,  133,  134;  Madrid.  82.  83;  division  ordered  to 
rengthat,  136:PDlkon]ere<l        Chattanooga,    122:,  cDmmaads    the 

Il'a  march  from.  140;  Sill's        boro,  179;  in  battle  c 

Frankfort  from,  168;  Git-        132,  183,  IIM;  condition  oi 
rch  to  Shepheidsville  from,        ios  on  Jan.  2,  195;  loasea 
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S3S,  349,  350.  3S8;  tribuM  lo,  351. 

353;  killed.  362. 
McPlwlrra.  Dr„  fitnt  pmsptor  oj  IflO- 

nidu  Polk.  I.  03. 
Msdionn,     Jrimei.     piwidnnt    of    (he 

United  Rlntc'.  appoinU  WilliBm  Polk 

ft    brigsdinr-Kennrid    la    Uw     Uahod 

°'-'-s  Army.  I.  48. 

Bend,  Cen.  McCown  &t,  II.  82; 


to  WuhiDRtoD.  gSi  bi>hop  of  Ohio,  Madrid  Bend,  Cen.  Mel 
88;  •  diKouia^nc  outlosE.  90;  per-  Btronnh  of,  H5;  bomb 
■oul  account  ol  hia  chnplAiibcy  nnd  MavdAleD  Oillesa,  Oi 
the  ni-ivnl  at  Wert  Point,  00-93;  pVtuu  of  buildiiiEg  for 
Polk'*  flratoall  upon.  91;  Folk's  truM  of  ths  South,  I.  2n;. 
in,  lOS:  coiTGapandenca  -"■■■  ""-  "" 
117.  Ii:«,  12l'1&,  137,  i: 
10«:iDvit«  Polk  to  take  _ 
cooercgation  in  Brooklyn, 
trip    lo  , Europe,    119; 


o(  Ohio.  148;  anirta  in  ron- 

■ecmtion  of  BiBbop  Folk,  154,  155; 
'    Polk's  iattor  to,  1(B-I6S.  ■.  o.u. 

Melntoeh,  Brut-Oen.  Lorhlan.  Valley    Macruder,  W.  B ,  baptiled,  I  03. 

■morial  tablet.  I   "'  ..-r._.     ^..      ._    ._-._    _.     ,.,_ 


Mackmll.  Btii  -Ocn.  W.  W.'.  at  Bnn'a 
ronlennm,  II.  S20;  nndiUDt  adiu- 


'   r?Karding 


Ma«ni< 

Mahon^., 

Cburrh,  I.  *3. 
■"  ■     ■■  ■"  '     "  I  battle  of  Eutaw 

ge  of  loas  at.  II. 


Ma^la. 


Mammy  Betaoy,  prii 


Macksville   road. 

Starkweather',   bri- 

gadei 

Mcl«[ 

JKena  E., 

in  Genera] 

Polk'j 

■  nan.  11. 

H. 

McLeat 

1,  Matiiaret  SdmnFT 

■,  akotehof 

Gen, 

Polk,  11. 

McLem 

1,  Tenn..  n 

23,^; 

^"to," 

i37;  Thoma.'.  move- 

menta  at,  230: 

NfWlcy'B 

into. 

23B;     H 

indman's 

aaain 

ISTlii 
opera 

ta    with*' 

''ilu^r^a 

'''bT,  '"2S5i 

bi/ihop'a  boi»l»Jd,  I.  lOl-IOI:  on 
the  loB  of  the  bishc^'a  fortune.  MO, 
201. 

^oned  at.  I,  355;  vivtio^  the  troopa 
at,  3.'>5,  359:  eipei^tation  of  battle 
at.  377;  Confedorslo  victory  Bt,  II. 
9:  effect  oC  the  battle  of,.  11;  Lanii- 

with  the  fint  battle  of,  283. 


MHnFhmler,  Tenn..  Roeecrang  nanhea, 
II.  218;  Roflerrane'B  movement  OD, 
diwDveiBd,  210;  Roeecrana'a  (twhh 
aassiziblvd  at,  222, 
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Mancbtfter  road.  II.  IM. 

Minoy,  BriK.-Gen.  George,  in  bsClle  oi 
Shifah,  II.  108;  In  battle  of  Murine* 
boru.  1S6,  186. 

Manigaiill,  Gen.  A.  M.,  [n  battle  ol 
MurireesbaiOj   U.    IH-ISO;   (allaul 


Dartmouth.  I 

lenburK  Reml 
MnrylBnd,  ^rriv 


reesbQio,    11. 

.___8iiby,  166. 

Manisault,   Mn.  C.   M.,  pree. 

Luke'i  Theoliwical  Hall  to  t 

venitv  of  tba  South.  1.  zee. 


1  Unl- 


:  tnuciipt  of  Meek- 


SUIBblUU    Jll.    H.J.    (n»lUU^^    lU    IVRMU     tO 
isuaioD,  3!.^;  Cenrral  Banki  in,  »T7. 


nff  towns,  growtb  of  deoBa 
uin,  1.  223. 
xcentago  ot  loea  at.  1 
.,  Alabama.  I.  171. 


I,  I.  211. 

nier  of,  C 

.  1.  47.  4S. 

MAoachuiKtla,  outbi 


headquarters  near,  3S7,  308;  Polk's 

Marion,  march  of  Federal  troops  from. 

11.330. 
Marion,   Gen.   Francis,  WilUam   Polk 

MsjEb,  Col.  '-^— ,  in  battle  of  Ddmont. 

11.40,47. 
MarlborauKh.  Duke  of.  pereentage  of 

loas  at  MolpUquct  sihI  ItaniilU«,  II. 

287. 
Marnnce,  Polk's  doire  For  an  early,  I. 


(hcBlavM.19fl.  IDS,  leo. 
Mameilles.  I.  I3S. 
Marshall,  Chiel-Juatipe  John,  interest 

MMiJiall.'Mi.^eo.  Humphrey.' Polk's 
comnde  at  West  Point,  1.  75^  niajor^ 
plural  in  the  Confederate  Army,  75; 

oppoeed  to  Wright.  124;  rommaodins 

faila  to  realise  Brnnt'a  eroectaUons, 
l;U;  reaobRs  I.euDi;ton,  IS^;  ordered 
(o  Harrud»burg.  159;  artivBl  n 


Martin.  Col.,  to  jdo  Ullov's 


^roojisac 


;;  Polk  is  oHersd  a  pro- 

[L™""lf  ."'w.,  rilk'7  loratadc  at 
W«t  Poiat,  I.  75;  professor  at  Went 
Point,  75. 

[aury.  Commander  Matthew  F..  do- 
lirara  nddnjaa  at  layinji  of  UnivsTiito 
comentone,  I.  20?. 
[aury,  Maj.-Gcn.  D.  F..  movementa, 
poaitions.  etc..  in  Meridian  oampaion, 
II,  325,  32D;  in  command  at  hlobii«, 
--     ■  347;    Cantey'a 

nston  from  hia 

,  TjKius  Polk's 


347; .  bis  "c&cU 


layo,    Mixa  - 
Scntt.  I.  71. 


358.  aOd:  advif 
scrvleo  in  the  i 


o  Polk  a 


1,  Alexander,  Govei 


'.  3SS.  300,  301; 
T.  ^Kj,  leiiers  to  Polk  from. 
6-377;  vuma  on  Polk'a  aceop- 
f  a  rommisaioD,  306.  307.  STB. 
..'nrnption  of  the  war  in  Vir- 
,    376^377;    HmvefaatipD    with 

wb^itiH 

Meade.    Maj.-Gen.    6earEe   G.,    Lee's 


F^    Dai 


bury  District,  I.  30. 
Martin,  Joaiah,  governor  of  province  ( 
North  CarollDa.  I.  6;  proclamatio 
rerardiag  the  Mecklenburv  Declan 
tion  of  Independenee,  IT;  notilit 
Briti^Opvemmentol  the  Meeklei 


.n  on,  9;  Comi 
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n&rch  of  Federal  troops  to  Dec*tur 


nfliVB  traopaby  raaa  of,  22;citiieiu  pnisn  from.  3^<1;  poenble  ohuisM  at, 

nluta  charges  MOiiiuit  Tboniiu  Polk,  33U:    Slicrmaa    retreiitii    from.    335; 

36;  birthplam  of  Witlum  Polk,  37;  Polk  nmovee  to,  Mi:  beidquarten 

David»n  nuaes  troops  In,  41;  repni-  of  Depanmont  of  Alabama.  Miois- 

MDled  by  William  Polk  [n  the  GenDral  aippi  anil  Eut  Lauisiona.  3IM. 

Aaambly,    47;    eavalry    secort    for  Meridian     and     DeRi<H>olia     railroad, 

... — ...  . ^g.  (fgy    Martin'a  broken  up  by  Sbomiiui  at  M«idiBo, 


comKming,    M; , 

Lt  Botlwl.  300.                                 Meridian  campaiRa,   Polk' 
u —  "--laration  of  Indepr-         - 


I  of,  IT  S25- 

oricinDf,  I.  7iliratreiulinsnf,  328:  Dherman's  official  report,  331; 

—noticed  by  ConUnnntal  Con-  Polk  commended  (or,  334;  Polk  di»- 

■,10:obKuntyo[,  ia;it8suthoii-  appointed  in,  33 1,  335. 

ydoublad.  10.  Ill  common  wnor-  Mctralfe.  Dr.  John  T..  II.  IflR. 

lof,  It;  Gov.  Martin's  ptaeUm»-  Methodists  iff  LouiKiana,  1.  1  OS,  210. 

'ai.  Gen.  Worth  in  Ilia,  I. 


of,  11:  mad  by  Thomas  Polk,  3a 
William  Folk's  enthiusasm  for  the 
02:  Thomss  Polk',  connection  with 
40-42;  Hunter's  tostimon^  s>  to,  G4 
M:  origiti  and  promulgation  o(,  5l- 
SS:  ten  of.  57;  ''  Davie  copy"  of.  87 
letUT  from  John  Adams  in  regard  to 


»in,IL 


imtion   of,        Polkonlcn 
n  1835,  56.  chnniEod,   05;  : 


96.  07:  Bra«['s 
m.ucp  .™tu  .„o.,«rey  to,  96,  97; 
Bto^k's  position  at,  07;  Polk's  troopa 


ioa,  I.  XW.  Btskb's  position  at,  07;  Polk's  troopa 

Medleine  and  reliron,  II.  215.  delayed  at.  OS;  distance  from  Pitts- 

MemmlnBer,  C.  C..  Hecretnry  of  the        burg  l^anding.  09;  Hardee's  arrival 


asury  in  fieConliilonLloCnbinel.  at,  09,  102;  Polk's  moYBmonla 
174;  letter  to  Polk,  asking  him  to        blocked  by  Bragg's  dclayi,  lOU. 

main  bis  commiuid,  374,  375,  37S,  Middle  Tenne«ee.     Roe  Tssntatr 

Momphis,     Tenn.,      miasioniiry     tout  Middlntun.  Col .  in  the  battle  of  £ 

through.    I,    105:    Polk    ostnblishes        flprinics,  I.  "   " 

boadquarlew  at,  358,  301,  II.  1,  fi-  "••■' •- 

Polk's  troops  at,  3;  visit  of  (lov 


Miasissiin)!    above,    10,    17:    Polk's  Milk-siekiKss,     all(«Bd     lo     eitst     at 

arrival     in,     32;     Fedcnl     advance  Scwance,  I.  253. 

toward,  SI  :PnrsDns's  heroic  death  at,  Miller,  Hugh,  I.  190, 

146:  F«ra<t'i  force  at.  329:  Federal  MIIIct,    I,t.-CoI.    J,    H.,    captures    2d 

inarch  to,  330:  Suoy  Smitii's  move-  Michigan  batten  at  Shilob,  II.  110, 

menu  from,  331:  Sooy  Smith's  n-  111,  lid. 

treat  tn,  332.  Milter,  Wiley  B..  assists  in  building  tha 

Memphis     and     Charlr>ton     nulrood.  Convocation  Houw  for  the  UcHver- 

Beauregard  cotlecM  troop*  along  the  sity  ol  the  South.  I.  206,  207. 

lineofthe,  1'  "  "■■ ■—  '   "" 


Mercy,  an  i'nsl^nce  of  the  bishop's,  I. 

Millwood;    Va.,    roidence    of    Bishop 

208. 

Mnado,  I.  35S,  375;  visit  to,  3fiS. 

Meridian,   Miss.,  Sherman  ordered  to 

to  move  nn.  322;  Sherman's  oipnctcd 

Min-,  used  in  defense  of  Columbus.  II. 

operaUon.1  around.   322;   Slierman'a 
plans  for  movement  on,  323;  8ooy 
Smith  ordered  to  join  Shecman  at, 

71. 

Minisliy,  Polk  resolve*  to  enter  the.  I. 

W-101,  104-100;  studios  for  the,  104; 

t«  council  at.  324;  Shorman'i  march 

L^h  i"": 'S!',vf_7>^:fi'"J!:?^.!^ 

enter,  328;  Federal  I'ungi^  at,  3: 
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EX.  437 

of  CoDl»dw*tee  upon  tbe,  IS.  U,  3S: 
Federal  atRDctii  on,  20:  Fedml 
foTca  witfadruw  from  Minouii  to.  30; 
Palk  charEed  with  delenn  of,  30,  5»: 


.  .   ."eiU     '""' 
the,  02:  Pna- 

MMonuy  'udj^rilV  ^fi^'^.  216;        and  Porw^  plus  of'oiKi 


diitrict,  difficultie«  attend-        via,  38;  Federal  movemente  to  open 


tioD  mtb  the  deleni 
plan     •    ■  ' 


MimimpcA  at,  SS;  Hardrc'i  value  at 
22B;  rud  over.  230:  Crittenden  re- 
tind  to,  341 :  tbe  Federal  poaitian  on 
279i  Fonen  on,  282,  3M;  orden  U. 

ocnDpy,  383;  Polk'a  podtlon  on,  284;  pn>iwa«anviTU!Dacii  cne  teaeraia  u 

FoBT*   ineiBtiona    on,    202;    Polli'a  the,  390;  Grant'H  operatinnawent  □(. 

beodquarien  at,  204;  Bnm's  letter  321:ShEnnBnGollccUtrDopaalonetba, 

loMaj.  Sykeaiecardios  tbebattleof,  321;  recall  of  I'W'a  troopa  on,  324; 

2SG.  ZSfl;  Hill  Kmovcd  from  com-  Federal  movi^menU   toirard    Mobile 

mand  before  the  battle  of,  200;  dia-  from,  325,  etecn.;  Polk's  operatjoni 

craoi  and  dlauter  at,  301:  k»>  at  on.  334;  pnipwed  cavalry  operetioDi 

lookout  Mountain  and,  300;  battle  on,  337:  aperations  aloni  tbe  rivet- 

of.  316.  (root,  347. 

Mmionary  work,  perili  and  adventurea  Miaiaoinpi  tnupe,  ordered  to  Union 

in.  1.  157-175;  tai  on  time,  162;  in  City,  11,  8,  II;  at  Murfreeeboro,  18«; 

the  army,  II.  386.  io  Meridian  Fampfugn.  32S. 

MiMion  work,  I.  lOS,  118.  Miasinippi  Valley,  aEond  of  unity  be- 


raioir  ordered   to   move  on,   /,  e: 

, troops  of,  tojriin  Pillow '«  force,  7.  8: 

in.  217;  Graut'a  demAM  acainat,  321,  diffiviiltist  in  (he  way  of  Polk'i  plana 
322:  EOierman'a  expedition  acalnet  in,  S,  ctaeq.:  Polk'a  operatioDi  in,  9i 
Dorth  MiMHppi,  324;  Polk  eipecta  Polk'a  nvislDn  of  hla  pbini  In,  10,  1 1 : 
rainfornmcnta  from.  337:  Foneat'a        Federal  operaliona  npecled  in,  II; 


Lt  Polk'a  fiioenl,  3 


iSTSl'rdw'e 
of  Polk'a  pli 


j  railroad,  work  on, 
I.  204,  II.  337;  nai- 

he,' 313:        mund'io  aoutheoat.  19;  Price' 


le  atrugele  tor,  352;  t_. ,        ....  „_, ,.. 

■"  "'■      -"■      — \   374,    n.        Fedcrala,    30,    31;    Confederate 


,  ?,  12,  14,  16,  2S,  29,  34-36,  66,        fluence  in,  31;  1 

02.  70-70,  74,  75,  78-82,  84,  88.        31;  ndvnotncoa  of  Polk'a  plan  o[  cam- 


t>oundinicthe,  embraced 
within  Department  No,  2.  1;  a  VTil- 
nerabla  point  in  the  Confoderata  ter- 


operatina  in,  33;  neeaiity  of  troopa 

. in,  3S:  Ft<jmont'a  attempt  to  drive 

I.  2:  Polk  attenipta  Jell.  Thompaon  from  mmtheaM.  37; 
•  ttrnlion  from  the,  niitotiatJone  between  Grant  and  Polk 
all  on,  16;weakruH        for  eicban«e  of  prinonera  from,  49, 


n,g,t,7.dt,'G00glc 


muit  be  aidKl  thnxuh  ColumbuR,  63: 
PoUi'B  BoUdMdn  toTiiye  Pedttsb  in, 
hsM  in  eheek.  83;  randitjon  in  1891, 

■  87;  St»t«  Gu»Td,  67;  diB«liirf»elion,  .   ..    ., _ 

84,   66;    aipinCicni    of    enliMrHnta.  PittibiuB  landing  from,  SIL  M  wq. ; 

en;  pToveota  of  cunpi^xii  in,  during  Braoklnndse'a  movenwatg  ■fW  Itvi- 


winter  of  1S82-63.  Bfl;  Curti*  pro-        bg,  96:  Bram'a  nurah  to  Mickey's 


outhimt.  69,'  Hardee  Bnd  1 
fiidtTiimi  Polk  i"™225.' 


f,  JaroflB,  mfletlpc  wi^i,  1 


Muntflamcry,  AIb.,  mertJu  of  Univer- 

^ Bty  Board  si.  I.  2tS-2ia;  iniiugiira- 

iip  tn  the,  30,  tion  of  the  Confedents  (overaniont 

MitrhFll.O.  M.,  Pnlk'acommdeatW<ut  nt.  308.  311;  pnifiaied  conference  of 
Point,  I.  79;  maior-Efmsrsl  in  tbe  eliuich  dele*Klca  at,  324.  32B.  340, 
I'nited  Btatn  ■nnr.  7S.  348;  nieeUng  of  the  ProviiioBnl  Con- 

MitfhcU,  Rnlieft  B.,  eromoe  IDortor'a 
Fork.  II.  IM:  ixnorance  of  Polka 
woakDoaa.  167;  in  battle  a(  Pcrryville, 
157.  ISH;  driv«  back  the  Confederate 


tonrd,  326;  ■treosthoDinc  tfaa  p 


. „ — -.  .-/land   Gap.   II,    IS3,    IM;   KLrby 

tointy  of  Sherman's  plana  rsitanlioK.  Smith's  morernentii  against.  133:  sp- 

329;  posaibilitiei  of  Shcmuin  moring  proachina  CinciDnatiri34;  Stevtn- 

towani,  332;  Sherman  diiirlaims  de-  aon  withdrawn  from  punuit  of,  130. 

aigiiBoii,333:  strength  nl  the  iDiTTisan  Morgan,  Gen.  John,  marriacg  of.  1. 3113. 

at.  337;  viut  of  Gen.  and  Mrs,  Polk  II.  177;  eommandins  Ixuade  u(  cav- 

to.  344;  efficiency  of  ita  command.  ally  in   Army   ol  MisMppi.    123: 

at7.  operationa  in  rcntral  KsntucW-  123: 

Mobile  and  Ohio  railroad.  Federal  st-  escape  ol  Cumboiand  Osp  jEBrnsan 

tampts  to  destroy.  II,  SX;  Sherman')  from,  131:parMiit  of  George  MoTgan, 

operationa  on,   323:  broken   up  by  142:   contests   Buell's  punuit,    IK); 

Sherman   at   Meridian,   32S;   storee  pipodilion  into  KentiH^y,  17R.  193; 

nJlina-atockremn(.'pdfmmShprman'B  capture  of  Hartsvill^.  "          "" 


Monarch^',    detected    in    Mecklenburg 

County,  I.  8, 
Monecnilill.    Ree  MoNiMn 
Moning  IliU.  Robert  Pollc 


...    Murfmaboro.    19; 

oppralions  st  MiiTfrecJ<boro.  217:  ei 

Folk  prnp<Mc^  a  |^n  of  attack  o 


lunty,  I,  8,  Monianuiwn,  II.  178, 

ecnilill.    Ree  MoNiMn  ItlUL.  Morris,  raptain  Walter  J.,  statenwnt 

"   ■-     -  '    -   -   '-1        in  rettard  tn  the  inrstion  of  Polk's 

hendquartcrv  aft^r  the  battle  of  the 
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INDEX. 

0  Dr.  W.  M.  Polk,  rr«Bnling  tba  Nsi^r.  tba  eu«ora-: 
.■tiwt  fnjio  CuBvUhs  to  the  KUth  135:  so  ■ppoil  lo  C 
aide  of  Ktomti  Rirer,  379  -382.  aseaery  ofT  ISO:  tl 


UorloD,  Mi«.,  CDOiMntnitiaii  of  Polk's  Durnn^maiBr,  ill. 

boapa  Bt,  II.  326;  Fsdenl  MlTaDce  Nonticoke  Rivir.  I.  3. 

OD.  320.  NiprrisDD,  MrcgnUsB  of  Ion  M  Wu- 

Motlo.  the  fsmilr,  I.  Z.  ram,  Lodi,  Mareosn,  AiutaiiiU,  II. 

Mount  WMhinctoD,  Ky.,  Polk  oidend  287. 

tooMU|w,II.137:BusllKlvsBcii«OD,  N«n>w«apes.I.  lai. 

138;  Cnllcndui'i  mrcb  by.  168. 160.  Nuh,  Brig.-OMi.  Fniacii,  Col.  Tbomu 

MunfordaviUe.Kr,  fartifledat.il.  130;  Polk  uoder.  I.  14;  rnortiUy  wounded 

Chftlmer'a    uneuecesaEul    attack    oD,  nt  Qeimmatown.  40. 

130;  finn'B  plon  of  atUckilv  Bueli  Nash,  Gov.,  Eovenioi  of  North  Cuo- 

at,    130;   owture  of   the   camp   by  liok,  I.  31;reLiev«  TharouPolkfrom 

Bran,  130;  Bnn;'*  elnUon  over  hu  commniid  in  Salisbury  Diitrict.  31. 

nucToH  at,  130.  132;  Bran's  with-  N«huill»     T«,r,      I     ufl.    ~,n(.r.™~ 

era'at,  133^  in  policy  of  atUiE^ 

133;  BueU-HUiten'-— '--•■— '-■■ 

at,    170:,  Bian'! 
MS?^^JoachiiTi,I. 

Polk  oa  Ote  batilo  ofl'T'sesTfl^'ell"  BuoSi's  i»sil'i'nn°'b^twMn^«ii  at^', 

prepantioiu   at.    11.    125:    reported  126;  Jone^  ordered  to  advHoce  on. 

•bsJidonTwat    of,    by    Buall,     12.5;  136;  FonmL  reiwrta  Fodenl  encuo' 

Bmn  blames  Polk  (or  failure  at,  144:  tioo  of,  126:  Forrest  onkied  to  ad- 

thsAniiyof  MissisnppisBnt  la.  1S5;  vanm  an,  126;  Buell  holds  pomaiiinn 

'   '  "         reekinridoe,  16S;  the  Army  ol.  127;  proposed  Confedante  occu- 

Ippi  at,  177:  viiit  of  Pro-.  pBtiua  of;  134;  Buell's  pUo  lo  cut  od 

177.  178;  eamsEO  at,  178:  Bran  From,   147;  Thomu  pmeneds 


attack  Bnun 
of  Bueiri 


fonlfcMiun  of 


Ros^tans's    movementfl    and    poA-        to,     163;    Bu^' 

bc!k»ii  aad'^uhne  the  battle  of,  'llK        H^B^mo^^ut  a^ust. 
179,  181.  182.  m-.  Bragg'!  forcea  at.        Polk  lear»,  176:  Feder 


170:  Mn. 


-,-.    --.,    «pography  of  the   field.  tion  at,  177;  Fcilcml  poaition  at,  17_, 

170-181. lB4;t)jBF«leralpoiiitinnst.  Ix>D«in.rcet>   pUn    to   overhaul   the 

181;  Polk's  report  of  the  battle.  183-  Fadnnli  bctimo  Chattanonga  and. 

101 :  a  CoafederaU  victor]-,  IflO:  nut-  2»1:     ]«agHlrect    su^testi    atAkiiii 

feting  of  Che  Iroope  at.    101:  Polk  KoserranH's    rommuoicalioaB    near, 

ordered  to  retire  from.  101;  Palk'n  2SS;  diatsues  to  ChatUsoocn.  338; 

■orkat,  192:  Bnua'a'-"  -   '-  — '■--  ->■----    --  >  _.-.—.,..    — 

reserve?  at.  192;  the .._,    

the  ConfederaUii  handicapped  by  lack  II. 

of  cavalry  at,  193;  Polk's  unea^nan  Naal....^  ._..„,  .„„„  „..,^_,... 
at  tbe  iltualiiiili  at.  196;  fonw  en-  hriioule  on  the.  II.  233. 
wed  »t,  197:  loswa  at.  197,  198;  Naahville  road.  II.  ISO,  ISl;  Row- 
Bran  cnticiscd  for  the  retreat  from.  crans'a  formation  ou,  181:  Witheis's 
198;  Bran's  circular  letter  with  re-  noaitiDD  on,  182;  the  Federals  reio- 
ffud  lo  the  retreat  Imm.  and  ita  con-  forced  at,  188. 
(eqoencas,    108,  et  «v\.:    McCook's  Natchaa.      Min,,      mlssioBary      tour 

pnpeta  captured  at,  201;  fortified  by        through,  J.  158    ""'- " 

Roaecrane,  218:  statement  ol  troops  159;  Federal  h 

encaged,  killed,  wounded,  and  miaa-  325. 

ing  at,  from  the  Army  of  Tenneewe.  Natehei  Tmre.  I.  158. 

288,  287;  peroentami  of  loaa  at,  288.  Nalrhea  under  the  Hill.  I.  1 

287:  Bran'"  correapandence  with  his  Natchitoches.     I^.,     miw> 

Knorala  after,  30(1.  301:  Polk  on  tbe  throujrh,  I.  189. 

ttle-lield,  352.  National    church,    di»oliit 

Murphv.  Judas  Archibald  D.,  leLter  to  union  of  the.  I.  300. 

Col.  Polk,  I,  47.  • 

Murrel  John,  I.  ISS. 
Mj-tbology.  a  draft  on. 


ments,    poaitior_,    _„., . 

duriiig  U»  battle  of  Chiekamauga. 
239,  210,  2G1,  269,  270,  275.  276. 
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KeiniBi.  dainrtation 
111-113,    226;    gift 
ui.  149;  the  1 


I    Mr. 


162-15S,    -.-.    -.-.    -— ,    ---.    -— 

KSdl^lBl-^?  lo4200,  ^a-206:  a 
ttriDDcai  UDonEr  1^;  education  of, 
les,  197;  wiid£iigi  ■mou  tbe.  IBS, 
IW;  death  unonc  tb«,  I W,  203-SnR! 
||ud<Dii^  anwii|.  1B9,  200;  the  a 


urdeDiiw  anwDE.  1B9,  2C 

ini-echool,  IBS;  daily  U«li 
tbe  BuiKry,   19Si202;  i 


fc  IfiS,  IM; 

_02;  the  cholom 

aa  N  wiBaQDABTEia ;'  their  condition 
In  Tannawe  aad  JD  Philadelphia 
pontffisted,  170;  Importation  of,  220; 
adTODoa  of,  in  Christianity  and  eivili- 
■atkn,  236;  position  an  rHarda  emnn- 
cipatiod,  920,  237;  banefita  to,  from 


klH     ^HBUUHUUHHI*     of     tbC     ^lUIOlOlbJ, 

22fl,  227;  their  cue  a  tnut  coinmittAt 
to  tiia  ruling  race,  227;  relation  to 
idaveboUora,  239;  spiritual  growth 
•mona,  323i  put  to  work  on  fortJIica- 
tioDi,7l.  00,  ei ;  lettH  from  Andemn 
to  Polk  on  emancipntion  nnd  HrminE 
of,  339-343:  fcdioRS  of  Confederate 
■oldlnni  luraiiut.  33»-3i3. 
I.  IH. 


^laon,    Maj.-Gen,    Wiiliarn,    Fedetsl 

rammander  in  ceotml  Kentucky.  II. 

120;  attrrnpu  to  appofic  Kirby  Smith, 

126;  wounded,  IZfl;  rout  of  hia  army, 

12fl:  sent  by  Buelt  to  take  eommiuid 

in  Kentueky,  171. 

nitrality,  a  futile,  11.  IS.     See  tiao 

Kehtdckt. 

!wbur(h,  N.  Y,,  reoeptlon  to  l*l»y- 

itle-iipon-Tyne,  I. 


New  Collcss  Chapel.  Oxford, 
New  EnElnQd.  rolonista  of,  cc 


M.  Polk  M,  M,  Sf ;  troops 

from,  to  Fort  PiUow,  SST 
row  Orleaan,  U..  Mn.  FiuieeB  Polk's 
school  in,  I.  1A2,  note;  visit  to  the 
diooeee  of,  1S7;  mia^onary  tour 
through,  IBS.  ISl;  Betllnnieiit  near, 
ISO;  death  of  Mammy  Betsey  in,  192; 
Chiin  Church,  193:  Prytania  Street 
Chapel.  193;  yellow  fever  in.  20S.  210; 
removal  to.  209:  the  bishop's  in- 
fluence in.  209;  Dr.  Fulton's  visit  to. 
211;  raising  subacriptiona  to  Uldter' 
rity  endowment  fund  in,  2M ;  meet- 
"-  of  the  board  ol  tnutese  of  the 


II.  34;  removal   of  Geoena  Polk'a 

fimily  from  Nashville  to,  S3;  with- 
drawal of  troops  from,  [or  service  in 
the  west,  87;  Sirs.  Polk  settles  tem- 
porarily in,  176;  fall  of,  176;  Ocn. 
Banks  at,  r~~    --       -  '■ 

vestion  of 
at  Bt.  Poiil'i  _     _ 
New    Orleans    and    Jackwn    railroad. 


26.  i&. 
^ewspap 
Newspapers. 

lias,  f,  10. 


New  troops,  doloyi 
of,  II.  97. 


dearth  of,  in  North  Caro- 
Isaae,  study  of  hb  wocki, 

..Polk  at,  11.328. 


r.rcfleci 


I.  133, 


33B,  3£9;  the  retreat  from,  359,  300; 
Pnik  St.  363,  3(M;  Polk's  strength  at. 

New  Jeraw,  revoluOonsry  spirit  in.  1. 7. 
New  Madrid,  Mo.,  PiUow  ordered  (o 


New  York  City,  lafnyettc  in,  I.  75; 

Polk  sails  for  Rurope  from,  128. 
New  York  Historicafaociety,  I.  27. 
New  York  HiiAorica]  Society  CollecttoiL 

I.  25,  27. 
Now    York.    Provineo    of.    sentiment 

toward  Great  Britain,  I.  7.  la 
New  York  8Utc  travel  in,  I.  101,  103. 
Nice,  elimalc  of,  I.  137:  English  denty 


low.  d;  fortification  of.  11.  K2;  ftllow 
ordered  lo  abandon,  12;  Polk's  biie- 

Nit>ety->di,  H.  C,  defeat  of  C(^.  Wiltlam- 

son  by  Tori»at,  I.  12;  I  jcut.  William 

ordered  book  to,  IB;  Hardee  ordered 

Polk  ordered  to.  3S:  Itritish  post  at, 

to.  29;  Polk'a  endeavors  to  lortily. 

03;  Polk  stks  for  trorqn  for  defense 

Ninti.  Ni^  CaroUna  regiment,  WiO- 

of.  OH;  wenknesi  of,  79;  captured  by 

iam  Polk  choaen  major  of,  I.  39. 

the  Foderals,  79;  atlaeked  by  Pope 

on,  81;  In  charge  of  Gen.  McCown, 

Noel  family,  vidl  to  tbe,  I.  138. 
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INDEX.  441 

Noll,  Arthur  H.,  11.  164,  note.  lot   coBixintioa    in    Uie    UniTtnity 

KorfDlk.  Vs.,  ordaiDFd  prieat  at,  I.  126:  project,    232    et   m.;    Mtitude    od 

I.  126:  educa'tionsl  North  Cunjlioa  faowil  of  Wu.  Tbomu 

iptupd  with  thoaa  FoLk'a  report   to,  of   the   bitUe  of 

rowth  of  v>ctianiil  Kia«'i  Mountein,   I,   23;   latter  to. 

refliini  DBiwaen  ute  South  uuil,  225,  intJniKtinB     muiucLoa     o(     Tbomu 

233-2(1. 24&,3i:t;  theSouthdepend-  Polk'*  loniltr,   35;  cbvvea  iniust 

■uc  upon,  for  the  education  o[  ita  Thnmu  Folk  niulo  to,   34-a?;  rt- 

yoMb.  24U  lack  of  apprecl&tioo  ol  funea  (o  srcspt  Thonuu  Polk'i  ramc- 


-uiUnc  the 

faciUtloi  ot  I    ... 

of  the  South.  22l;gTOTrai_o!  awtias^        Kia«': 

Polk 
Thni 

ion'^fiT'a'Mia; 

leelini  of  the  Chuinta  in.  toward  the 


m  regard  to  Polk  a  poeiti 
attitude  of  Ihs  Church,  31 
of    Polk'«    antion    in    s» 


's  paatoral  let-    Northwest,  i 


imini   the    Nojn 


ol.  to  o--erTun  the  South,  Obedioun  to  parenta.  I.  ISS. 

34S:  PoUc'b  leFlinia  toward  the,  II.  G3.  Oceao  voyaRB,  I.  127. 

North  Cgrolina   iPrminct  of),  «ttle-  O'Forral.  Oen. 

ment  of  Thutnas  Polk  ia,  I.  i:  English        Entcrpnae,  II 

cdomBti   in.   4;    City   ol   OisWolte  ORloby.  Col.  RJchvd  J.,  oideml  to 

founded.     G;     Provincial     Aawnibly  Sykeaton.  II.  3S. 

Eiaaa  the  act  to  eaUbli^  Qumn'a  Ohio,  conasrratioa  of  Dr.  McDvaine  aa 

llece  in  Charlotte,  6:  Thomai  Polk  bishop  ol.  I.  146:  the  Roman  CUhn- 

a  nwnibcr  of  tbe  Anambly  of,   .1;  lie  biabon  of   on  tha  cehhacy  ol  the 

■urvey  made  to  lUvida  from  South  cleigy.  104:  Faderal  wealmew  in,  II. 

Britain,  9,  'lO;  treatment  of  colonial  Kenljcky,   2S:  John   Mornn's  '«- 

■Dvemors  in.  0:  intolerance  ol  crlo-  paditioninto.  217. 

niitj.  of  inlerferonco  in  thpir  affnira,  Ohio  River,  Fedmd  BttedaUi  on.  11.  20; 

9:  Comwallia'seiperiencein,  S:  "the  Bran'a  plan  to  drive  Buell  aoiooa, 

horaata'   neat,"   of.    0;    alownen   of  146. 

Dews  in,  10:  reapoadi  to  call  for  help  Okolona.  Min,.  Booy  Smith'a  manh  to, 

from  South  CaroUna,  12:  placed  on  a  II.  331. 

wai  fDoting  bv  the  Provineial  Con-  "OldDi^r,"  I.3S. 

(reaa.    13;     (.Slalt    af),    nunute-men  " Old  North  State,  The,"  1. 186. 

raised  in.  12:  organiiation  ol  militia.  Ooetenaida  River.  II.  235,  340;  Federal 

13,  60;  troopa  aant  to  reinforce  tbe  attempt  to  cnjaa.  350:  crowed  by  the 

Southern   army,    12:   seat   ol   State  Federalaat  Calhoun.  351;  J.  E.  John- 

lovemment  at  Hillaboro,  21;  at  the  aton  retnata  acroaa.  362, 

Polk'a  lecruitini  in.  29;  d'eqwir  in.  at."].  2 ioT tniiSlnE  aold  to  Itoman 

29:  ravaces  of  the  armiee   in,   22:  Chtholiia.  210. 

dearth  of  proviaiona  in,  24:  Provincial  OianfoburR,  aicie  and  eajiture  of,  I.  43. 

ConKrcss  chooses  William  Pollt  major  OrangebuiE  District.  3.  C.,  Lieut.  Will- 

ottheNinthNorthCamlinareEiment,  um  Pelk  ardend  tn  '  — 

39;  reducUon  ol  troopa  by  death.  4iV  (VHinniinn  \MUr  ta 

William  Folk  appointed  siipervi 


of  the  House  of  Commons  ol,  40;  Onge  River.  Price'*  .— 

amuaini  incidenta  durina  Lafayette's  65. 

lour    in.    4H-51:    MeclcTsnbun    Rr-  Owvola.  Priee  at,  II.  6S. 

solves,  S9;  colonial  peace  oKoers,  80;  Otey.  Rt.  Rev.  Jam«  H.,  Bishop  of 

representation  in  the  White  Houae,  Tenneaaee,     eatabliahea     a     Church 

52:  reception  of  Lafayette  in,  75.  76:  school  for  cirls.  I.  151:  assists  in  con- 

lAfayette  encouragea  trade  in,   75;  aecration  of  BiahoP  Polk,  154;  unde^ 

the  Grat  rwlww  Id.  149,  1.10;  a  woman  takes  Polk'a  misaiunary  work  in  Mis- 

bcncrarlor  ol.  150:  Thomsa   Pollok,  siiwippi,    lOt:   aharra   territory  with 

Smidentol  colony  ol.  1R9;  "The  Ou  Polk.  179;    viewg  of  the  Univeraity 

:orth  tilate,"  IHU;  Polk's  appeal  to.  idea.  222,  243;  decUration  recu^ina 
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the  meMinK  on  Lookout  Mountsia.  Pmons,  Lt.-Col.  Cbwiea  C,  ^DuitiT 

245:  delivers  oiBtion  at  meeling  on  st   Psrryville,   II.    160;   bnveiy   in 

Lookout   Mnuntnin.  247.  24S;   pre-  yeUow-fsver  pUcue.  160;  ttaCh  st  hia 

Uuivsnity.  261:  Northern  odniimtioD  PulonJ  ioSueaa,  tbesecret  of.  I.  213' 

for.  313;  rhticism  ol  Polk's  sirtiua  in  314. 

nisud  to  the  poaitioD  of  the  Cburoh  Pwtoisl  tatUm  to  tba  dioosB  of  Louin- 

thcough  WHum,  SI7,  318;  usumu  uia,  L  303-3OS.  310-321,  331,  337; 

put  of  Folk's  dioeenen  work,  363;  Northern  criticigms  of  Polk's.  313. 

■IckDH  of,  3M:  visits  Polk  at  Coluio-  314;  lott«  of  Jan.  30.  ISeO.  unfoctu- 

bus,  Hy.,  307;  viewe  oo  Folk's  post-  Date  use  of  lancuao  in,  314,et9sq.; 

tlon,  347.  378,  370;  lettcn  to  Polk,  action   ol    th.    r.nn™ndnn    nn    tL. 

367,  36S,  377-370.  II.  380:  anked  bv  bisliop's,  I.  ; 

Folk  to  visit  the  Ijiuiiiiana  diorsH.  f,  Pssloral  viutii 


rengnatioD,  377-^7(1;  net' on  of  i 
General  Couoail  of  the  Chun-h  of  i 
ConfederaCe  SUt«  on  the  death 
11.307, 
Outrace,  a  feature  of  the  Civil  War, 
325. 

"     "■       ik.  II.  B2.  as.  BR. 

a,  141. 


iliirU.  B.'"  I.  77,  7B,  SO. 
luB.  I.  182  108^  107.  203. 
it  loet  in  ue   Cbiistian.  I_ 

>n«i,  Polk  as  a  lincu  of.  I. 


al  tablet.  1.  I_^ 


Iding  City,  -,  Polk  ai 

_.»  Ni:»  IftopB  Chubch, 
Favia.  I.  136. 

Peace,  looking  lormrd  to,  II.  53,  3H. 
Paduc<ih,Kv..Ptdk'aaDiietytooccupy,    Peace  oHicgn.  provisions  ol  IMaoklen- 
II.  17;  inferiority  ol,  to  Columbus  in        burg  Reaolvea.  I.  60-63. 
atratesie  value,  17;  Polk's  dseign  to    Peam.  Itri^.-Oeo.  N,  B.,  oommaDdina 


Paris.  Ky.,  Kirby  Smith's  force  at,  I 

131. 
Parliamentary  army,  the  Enftlish,  I.  2 
Paroehiftl  admluiBtnition,  I.  2U. 
Paroled  man,  difficulties  with,  II.  SIR. 
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INDEX.  443 

PwiodJMl  lit«Mur«,  In  Didtcd  Btataa,  PhiloMphy.  Folk's  Btudlni  In  Bnmi- 
■iity  run  aap,  I.  221.  dbUoh  on,  at  West  Point,  1.  S5;  l»lc 

PerVini.  John  Jr.,  member  of  Conled-        o[  study  of,  IDS. 

firato  Conj(r««  from  I»uuianK,  1,381;  Pbioeluu,  ftnalngy  of  Polk^B  actioD  to 
■ppul*  to  PoLk  to  withdiaw  his  regie-        thsl  of.  I.  3TS. 

nsUon,  381,  382.  Pbyncol  Bciencos,  Polk  offered  a  pro- 

Perrin.   Col.    R.    O.,   eonumuuUog   at        lenorHhip  of,  at  Atnbent.  I.  M,  09. 

[jiudenble.  II.  330.  IHeksng.  Gen.  Andrew,  Oen.   William 

Paryville,     Ky.,     Ruckner'a    poation        Folk  reportn  to,  at  SiJem.  I.  42. 

near,  II.  1*9;  Polk'i  mmch  io,  1*0;  Rckelt,  C«pt.  W.  D.,  Dnhliron  eud 
Cbeatham'Bpontionnear.Ua;  Folk's        eiploaion.  II.  13.  40;  diublnd,  tS. 

arrival  at,  148;  Buell'e  advance  on,  IHnokney,  Tbomsi,  aide  of  Bhiod  do 
148,  149;  Kenaral  movBrneoti  before,  Kalb,  I.  21;  Qataa  tqiproaehea  Polk 
149;   Braoc's  offioial   report  of   tbe        through,  21, 

battle,  149;  laO,  1fi2,  19S,  175:  Polk  Pinen  MounUln.  II.  235,  237. 

uigea  eoncentiatioa  st,  ISO:  Hardae  Pilloir,  Orn,  Oidnon,  bumoroua  altunoD 
■t.  ISO;  formatioD  of  Hardee's  line,        to.  I.  362,  commandar  of  Tennoow 

,,..     ^__.i__     .-      .,,.        . ,,^11.  3;order«Hooccupy  New 

1.  9:  ordered 


jnof  Bran's  orden  to  ioin  Bardee,  12;  advs. 

at,  ISZ;  Folk's  oounoil  balore.  IM;  nlar-  ' -" "■ 

tho  Confederate  line  at,    153;   topo-  difBenaion  uciweeu  najuoe  ana,   i^, 

grajdilisl  «pMts  of  the  Seld,   1S3.  13;  ordered  to  join  Hardoe  in  front  of 


Un  Confederate  line  at,  153;  topa-  diwension  bctvesn  Hsidee  and.  12, 
Alcal  uperts  of  the  Seld,  1S3.  13;  ordered  to  join  Hardoe  in  front  of 
;    the    battle,    154-158:    Braju's        Ironton,  13:  assigned  to  livcr-defonae. 


char^.  155;  Polk  devetop* 
leml  line,  155;  sap  in  the  Fedi 


Polk  left  in        15;  demiLnd  for  guns  far, 


p..   .,-. by    Fremont,    18:    advance    toward 

Fodeml  line,  155;  sap  in  the  Federal  Ironton  snepended,  IT;   oeeunies  Co- 

bne  at.  155;  Bnwi7 chum  that  Polk  ■      '        '"       .      i.      .-    -i      .. 
diKfa^Bd  orders  at,  155:  Folk's  left 
opposed    to    Sheridio,    160;    BmM 
orders  Folk  to  advance  entire  lorce. 
156;  Polk's  offici^  report.  157;  gal- 

Ueoabol 

Bragg  lu , _,. 

...jTcli  Kim  Frankfort  to,  159,  ISO;  poHilionon.  II.  371;  John-ton  i.  ..__ 

Bran  leaves  for  Harrodaburc.  169,  Polk  to  make  inspeetion  of  the  works 

180:    individual    gallantry    at.    160.  on.  371;  the  inspection  bivun,  372: 

Incidents    of    the    battle,    180-102;  the  scene  from,  3^3;  the  fata!  shot  on, 

Polk's  najTow  escape  Irom  capture  373. 

at,  16l:BrasE'svacillBtionsfler,  l.-M;  Fioncers,  a  race  of,  I.  1. 

to  Folk.    173;    Gilbert's  '  trvops  sC  s^tulion  and  statulea  of  the  UniVEi^ 

168:   Polk  ordered  u>,    174;  Buell's  aity.  I.  250. 

position   at.    174;  camise  at.    178;  Fitlaburc     LandinE.     Tenn..     Federal 

etawroent  ol  troops,  engaged,  killed,  movement  to.  II.  84;  occupied  by  the 

loss  at,  280;  Polk  on  ba'ltle-field,  362.  92:  position  ot  the  l^ederal  forces.  921 

Personal  character  and  sympathy,  pan-  D^ihborhood  of .  93*.  et'seq.;  distance 

toral  value  of,  1.  212.  from  Mickey's.  09.     See  also  Sbiuui. 

Perth.  I.  144.  PlanUtion,  lifh  on  the.  I.  153.  200. 

I^lereburti.   Va.,   intorert  in   work  of  Flantotion-garden,  the.  I.  200. 

Colonisation  Society  in.  I.  1 12.  Plantation  fcitehen,  the.  I.  200. 

Ffltcus,  John  J.,  KDvemorof  Missiinppi.  Plantation  Btatas,  viewa  on  slaTcry  In, 

Fhilsdelphia.  revolutionary  spirit  in.  t.  Planters,  practical  influence  amoni.  I. 

7:  si(nlnitaf  Darlnrslionorindepepd-  183. 

ence  in,  10;   sitting*  of  Continental  Plummer,  Col.  Jo«ph  B..  ordered  to 

Congrm  in,  10;  nroviding  s  place  ol  Sykeston.  II.  38. 

■afety  for  the  bells  of,  14;  Folk  con-  PliinderinR.  oondemned  by  Folk  and 

suits  physician  In.  127;  the  condition.  Grant,  II.  48. 

contrasted,  of  negroes  In  Tenneeaee  FocahnntAA.  Miss.,  Hardee's  expedition 

and  in.  179;  General  Convention  at,  from,  II.  8. 

343;  visit  to,  258.  Pmnt  Pleaut,  I.  170. 
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m  of  Gen. 
Lwnidu  Polkl,  birth  of.  I.  126;  cdu- 
•    —      kifrdt-aimp  to  hn 
a  Pro».  Dsvis  wilb 
nutioD.  373,  II.  67: 
L  the  Pniaeiit.  I. 

.   Belmont.  II.  47; 

■crvksin  ths  Conf ederau  umy.  lU: 


■on    ud  WilmCT.    391-3931  Biahoo 

Polli.  Gsone.  I.  147.  l'S3:  nna  for 
Genend  Worth's  old  wM-hotw.  74; 
inlfrtst  in  lUttlo  uid  Sjup.  147;  in 
hesltb  ol,  107. 

Polk.  Heniy.  oontsmplitsd  rdmtion 
■tWcBtPoint,!.  7S. 

Polk.  Jamca  K..  Sp«ker 

of  RrprraentativeH.  I.  4,  _  ., . 

the  liniled  SMles.  4.  51,  154,  ,11.  3 


propowd  r< 


t  ol.   1 


dMIh, 

Polk,  r 

Thoi 


imu  to  North  (?n> 


Polk.  Clurle 

dmth,  124. 

Pnlk.  Kliube 

Polk.  Eiekiel 


iroliu,  1.  4. 
\ot  ot  Dehmce, 

.iTitiieof.II.3IM. 


takes  protectinn  Irora  ComwftK   .  . .. 
Polli.  Fnom  (dauahter  ol  tb«  biaboii), 

eduHtir-  -'   ■    ■■- 
Polk,  Frmi 

main 

olltetioi 


i  bnhop'a  nviy  days. 
1.  luo:  Koea  u>  her  borne  at  Ralrifh. 
ISSl  Hcknen  of.  1411;  virit  to  Raleigh. 
ISl :  poaitioD  at  rla«  of  thx  mir,  1S2, 
nolc;  narrative  j>l  life  on  the  planta- 
tioo,  153,  ISC,  204-3Ult.  210;  nrrifina 
of,  1£6;  letter  ficun,  UH:  Irtten  to. 
323,  334,  3ai.  3S.i  359.  II.  2B.  44-l<(. 
S3.  73.  74.  SO.  81.  Xi-na.  114.  Il.-i. 
177.  ail-215.  2K2,  2»4,  ZM.  302-.iri6: 
•  _,   _• , ,      J    ,jt3_ 


Polk.  Leonidaa.  aoecstry.  I.  1  et  ■eq.i 
birth,  4S;  pereonalily,  .U,  53,  05,  SO. 

207,  209,  2li-2lli,  23S.  23fC  30i  303, 
309.  31U,  ;i21.  322.  327.  354.  357,  360. 
305,  368,  II.  32,  37,  53-55.  57-09,  73, 
74,  33,  105.  106,  118.  119.  21»-2I.S, 
328,  344-346.  352.  353.  358-361,  367, 
30S,  387,  389,  394.  396-.399;  child- 
hood. I.  63,  6t:  enteied  at  Univendly 
dI  North  Catvlina,  04;  ag  a  singer  nf 
Mtriotie  aoDgs,  54:  appoinlsd  to 
West  Point.  U6;  enlen  tlie  militur)' 
Af<ul»mv.  09;  hki  eonvadea  at  Weat 
0,  74,  75;  life  at  Wei*  Point, 


inberilanee  of  slave  | 


191.  1M.  190-201;  govennnent other 
ihiUfwi,  IS7,  190,  IBS.  202:  aneeatri-. 
18U:a  hdpmeet  Cor  ber  hi»b>nl.  20li 
ber  slow  rounRa.  201:  self-reproach, 
201:  Hcdlevorli,  202;  knitlini,  202; 
corre'piHkdencv.  20::,  203:  failure  ol 
eve^ight.  202.  203;  hvi  of  nsdinK. 
203;  mitk  during  the  cholera  out- 
bnak.  204:  remnant  ot  ber  pmperty, 
208,  209:  impiunjd  health.  210:  notes 
on  the  Univenty  idea.  210;  mriiSmt 
ol.  in  behall  of  the  Univernty.  253; 
letters  to.  from  Ushop  Hopkins,  260. 
261.  356;  retreat  found  lor.  at  Re- 
wcnee,  322-325;  the  houn  burned, 
33S,  320;  settled  al  Na<hvl]lc.  53: 
settles  temptvarily  in  Haletih.   177; 


., I  Devereui.  106: 

I  the  Sendnary  at  Airaandria, 

lui ;  niauon  vorfc  at  Aleiandria,  118; 

ordained  deacon.  Ill:  marriage.  121: 

impaired  health.  12:1  ct  seq  :  minis- 
tera  to  Ilia  dying  brother  Hamilton. 
124:  death  ol  hi»  brother  Charlra. 
124;  birlh  of  his  firel  chiM,  120;  rr- 
eigns  chants  at  Richtnood.  120:  or- 
dained  privt,  126;  hotnbvk  tnvd. 
127:  sails  for  Europe.  127;  EnropHn 
tnvel,  127-lM;  stiirken  with  chol- 
«a,  138;  setltea  in  Tennessee.  140; 
de^  of  hia  father.  147 :  takea  chame 
ol  puisb  of  Cidumbia.  151;  Bnanrial 
embarraAtmenu.  152;  appointed  Iklia- 
sionaiy  Bi»hop  of  Ibe  Southirest,  15.1; 
fonaecratjon.  l.M;  his  rptsronateand 
its  renponBtbiHtJes  and  burdeoa,  l.'iO 
ec  seq.:  settin  in  lAubiiana.  IT7: 
t-lerlcd  bishnp  of  I 
as  a  Augai-piantei 
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eiini«iy  vrabu 

of  the  bisbop'! 

■t  JjOtktoo,  Itwei  wq.;  k  KOurKP  oi 

cbolen,  SOS-ZOS;  the  bishop  atUi-ked 


Q  the  battle  of  Perryvil 

1  ata,;  pemnial  ndvrnture  st  Pcrry- 
ille,  let.  102;  bluned  by  Brant  for 
lilura  ot  pUns  at  Pcnyvillc,  Wi: 
^mminjoniecl  ss  lieut4qiant-se[U!nl. 
70;  ths  battle  of  Murfnwabnru,  ITH 
'.  Kq.;  rrtim  to  Shdbrville.  196; 
^luiioDa  iritfa  Bragg,  1B9  et  leq,:  the 


!  t»(Ue  of  ChiDkanu 
tdge,  Brau'a  ordera  fi 


Bnac   fi 


the  battle 
iiltiea  with 


'-,".,"3.1 

B  2Dth.  and  reply  (a 

eommand,  208;  chargpa  preferred  by 
BnuK,  204);  rhsniea  digmiawd,  300; 
aiHKned  to  Hardee's  poaition.  300; 
reornsniioB  Pemberton'i  army.  316; 
aniLgned  to  command   the  Depart- 

»uc  Louuuna.'siH;  itetenn'oi  Mo- 
bile. 321;  operation  sgainBt  Hlietman. 

UIo,  344-Mtl;  apenTni  of  the  Atlanta 


funeral.  3K1  et  iwq. 
ll?"'96. 


iarth.  307  elKHij 

'uib'ut^.  WS  et 
;   (with   Bngg) 


_ {Prm. 

d)  I.  298.  300.  352;  (Free. 
3S2.  353.  302. 370,  371 .  373. 
■"•O,  383.  384,  II.  13-  IS.  2<l- 


20,  63.  e»,  73,  206,  207,  SOD. 
2D»,  303  317.  324.  338-330;  "~ 
Elliott)    I.   337-243,   256-2 

3.'i9-3ei.  3H.1.  3M.  3HH.  II. 

(N.  B.  For 


354. 


..    _ „.    —nt]    II.    49-62; 

(Hardrel  11.  13.  151;  (E,  J,  Harvie) 
n.  310,  320;  (Gen.  Hill)  II.  261.  263, 
294.  20.^;  (J.  H.  Hopkins)  I.  20(1;' 
(J.  JfJiiu)  I.  163;  (J.  M.  JohnnoD)  II. 
23:  (A.  S.  Johnnton)  1.  372.  373,  U. 
36,  37.  68.  72.  73:  (J.  E.  Johnston) 
II.  370;  (R.  E.  Loe)  11.  289-291; 
(B.  J.  Loning)  I.  36-37;  <B.  MafBil- 
lin)  II.  21,  22,  25;  (J.  H.  Mcllvaine) 
I.  tIT,  113,  121,  123.  137,  138,  146, 
183-105;  (W.  Mwde)  I.  306,  375- 
377;  U.  H.  Otey)  I.  367,368.  377. 
370;  (J.  Periling.  Jr.)  I.  381,  382;  (E. 
D.  Polk)  II.  118:  (members  of  bis 
tamily  i»IUjcHv.-ly)  11.  339.  361. 
367:  <F.  A.  Polk)  see  Polk,  F.  A.; 
(Mary  Pirik^  I,  6B,  66.  142;  (Sarah 


fmii;  see  roLi,  TTilluh;  (Horatio 
Potter)  I.  310-310,  324;  (K,  Ri^or) 

1.248,249;  (Mrs.  "  ■   "" 

203,204. 


s.  K.  Bayoorl 


Polk,  Lueius  E.,  in  battle  of  Chieka- 
mauEB,  II.  271,  278:  gaUiuil  cbarga 
at  Cbiekamauga.  278. 
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Polk.  Miry,  Ruter  t 


110:  death  o[,  151. 
Folk,  Suncy,  I.  4. 
Polk.  Ophelia.  I.  HI. 
Polk.  Robert  (Pollock).  dsBCendanbi  o( 


.. BcndRDU  of.  in  ths  battle  of 

Shiloh.  II,  IM. 
Pdk.  Rufiu.  I.  M.  153:  intsnwt  in  Rat- 

tif  and  8tup,  147- 
Polk,  Sallie   H.,   I.  320:  viut  to  bs 

[athn.  II.  344. 
Polk.  Samuel,  father  of  Prevdent  Polk. 

Polk,  Sarab,  letters  to.  1.  TO.'ti.' n', 
78.   110,  117,    H7-1.W;    diiiappiunt- 


tbe  Alnuden  to,  IS.  IS:  offend 
pontiioi  of  (xnTUniaaary-cMHral  in 
Gala'i  army.  21:  aarvien  in  tba 
Ravolulioo,  20:  Sight  of  hia  family. 
22;  rmdmee  at  Chariottc  2S:  hia 
□roperty  confiacated  by  ComKallia. 
22:  letter  to  the  Board  of  War,  23; 
letters  to  Oon,  Greene,  23,  2B.  ao; 
plfldned  hiA  own  credit  for  vuppliaa 

forThe  Ar^ ""■ ' 

his  own  cr 

3D:  r«wrt  .. 

of    kSdr-b    IMounUin. 


i;  Urae  family  of,  6: 
of  the  Provinci^  A 


n  independDnci 


™j^'^ 


12;  eol" 


ofCi 


entiltn 


D  Fourth  Rrfrimi 


"  '^  >f  Wat  of  baltia 
._  1.  23:  mmiu 
lo  Cien.  Greene.  2S, 


Anembty,  31;  i 


a  the  commii* 


Salisbury  Diitrict.  31:  i 


"'l49.'l5o"visit        »OD,  34 


;IkonaE°Wj 


biihop'g  love  for,  1H5:  dnath  or.  IKS. 
Polk.  Susan,  I.  153. 
Polk,    Thomas    (iinuidfatbcT    of    I«o- 

nidas).  birth  of,  I.  4;  eini^ntei  from 


tack  on.  34-.17 :  birth  td  hia  eldest  so 

NIetklcnburg  DecUmtion  of  lod 
wDileuce.  May  20, 1775. 7;  difficuiti 
in  pnivisioDiiiE  the  army,  2.1-2 
retains  office  of  district  commiHiar 

of 'the  forces,  2S,  27,  2S;  on  (le 

27:  at  Salisbury,  20:  Cm 


T  Darie,  28;  Gbar«tcr  and  bbp- 
.  28,  20:  debt  of  the  Statei  to. 


a-  of  1777- 

78,  40:   a  surveyor  in  North  Caro- 
■■         -  '         f  AaHiinbly  in 


:,  S4-Sfl:  trustee  of  North 


,ZK : 


'.  47:  aervi 


in  defo __. 

praised  by   Gen.    Chsrtm    Lee,    13; 
vintet    at    Wilmlncion,     13:     ioins 

o  Lotd  Sterlini's  division,  13: 
'     '     'o  Bothlebom. 


Wasbins 


FofKe  memor 
removed   froi 


ir  re^ment,  17;  hoetility  of 


Polk,    Thomas    (uncle    of    Leonidas): 

killed  at  Eutaw  Springs.  I.  45. 
Polk,  Thomas  Ibiotber  of  I.eoudaa).  I. 

Polk,  'rrusten.  Bovomor  of  Missouri  and 

United  Stala  Senator,  I.  4,  note. 
Polk,  Washington.  1.  99. 
Polk  family,  origin  obanan.   I.   1,  3; 

military  traditions  of,  101,  106:  oam^ 
munity  of  interest  in,  ■"    ^-^     - 
in  Maury  County,  Te 
cholera  in,  ""'■  "— 
others,  207. 
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lamlim  oTl. 


Carolii*  Reginient.  3S;  at  NLnety- 


B  militoly  oner,  S2,  S3i 

.^»,.»», ».-.^..,  ^.  .,  -,  -^ '-^        .^^ ■>«  ^ J  hia  Aua'a  rvliftinua  pOHtion, 

from  Maryland  to  PnuwIwDia,  4.  RSt  t3;  birth  of  Leonidu,  48;  prnidu 
roik.  WilUam  (father  of  Lsonklaa),  of  at  a  Fourth  of  July  dinner,  M,  ftS; 
tte  Fourth  South  Carolina  R^mBDt,  ransKKHxIcncs  with  Loonidai,  M-tte. 
I.  38;  ordered  (o  raiie  tha  Fourth  73.  73^  73.  M-BH,  9S-1D0,  IDZ-104, 
RegiinenI  of  South  CuroUnn  Horea,  lOS-llS,  110-121,  12Q-12n,  MZ;  hia 
43;  binb  of.  37;  youthful  dupontion  title  of  fencral.  72;  Stale  commls- 
for  mwhief.  37:  educHtian  of,  37;  iuodst  for  rnjepUon  of  Ufiyette.  75. 
Tn;1itB>-u  ■ixipit  in  R7-  commuflionaa  70;  Lmrudiu  coimnuaicateH  hie  con- 
Third    South  votnionlo,  91-97;  feara  in  niiiBnl  to 

□ctjon  to  acceptance  erf  pro- 
ip  at  Amhent.  89;  diseppoint- 

CaVuun  YMk,"3B7!'holTh'ro'uSi''lhe  entar  "ihe   minutry.    100,    101,   104, 

iboulder.  39,  40;  >ickneiie.  3eichn«,n  100-108;  deein  that  Lenoidan  should 

Major  of  the  Ninth  Nortli  Carolina  travel,  101;  mlatioru  vith  Leonidu, 

Ra«iment.  30;  Ukao  cominand  of  the  100.    14S:  opposition   lo   Lflonidaa'a 

Ninth  North  Canons  Regimgat.  40;  leaviOK  the  army,  106;  meetiDg  wiUi 

'-'—  ""--"--iloo,  40;  Id  battlee  of  Col.  Butler.  107;  attende  Jackeon  in- 

•nd  Germantown.   40;  auriration.  113,  114. 

'"    '■    '  ""     ■"  "    m  (brother  of  Loonidae),  I. 

._, _ni,  II.  271, 

aervl<<a,41;  friendihip  with  Andrair  Folk,    William    M..    withdrawn    from 

J»keon,41;oaataflo7  Gen.Cuwell.  VitEinia  MiUtary  luEituta,   I.  323; 

41;  at  battle  of  Camden,  41;  aervtce  to  remain  with  the  corps.  324;  letter 

with  Gen.  Davidaon,  41;  ninlou  to  from  Gen.  Blownrt,   II.  *0,  71;  at 

the  Maiybod  Council  and  to  Thomas  New  Madrid.  84.  85:  sent  to  Fort 

JeSemn.  41;  awciation  with  K(M-  Pillow,  a5:at.Shltoh,  114:  visilehome 

'  ■     "     *'  after  Sbiloh.  118;    letter  from  Gen. 
Butdl.    108-172;    delivera    order    lo 

. -.  Che»th«n»tChickamau,».  Ml;te»- 

oants  of  Davidson's  North  Caro-  timony  ai  lo  Maj.  I«e'>  ddiv^  of 

troops,  43;  ekirmiihea  with  Com-  Brans  mMitge   to   General   Folk, 


winter  ^uartors  at  Valkiy  Forge,  40: 
loeoa   his  comrnand,   41;^  recruitins    ^ 


b,  371. 


>ta;  the  generBl'a 
SB7. 


wtdUa.  43;   nunues   Col.    Pyle,   43; 

eomnusBsoDea  as  lieutenant-cobneU 

43;  at  sien  of  Orangcburfi,  43;  an 

aetion  at  Dorebeetcr.  43;  in  tiatlle  of 

Eutaw  Bprinas,  44. 45:  narrow  eecapn  mi. 

of.  45:  penMul  eneountera.  40;  w^  Polk'o  folly.  I.  3. 

virw  toward  the  cloee  of  the  Ravolii-  Pollock.   oriRinB]   fonn   of  the  family 

Tarleton.  4e:'perwoal  slrongth,  40;  into  Polk.,  3. 

Middlo  Dirtrict  of  N^h  CoroUnn,  Pollock,  John.'  e«ate  of.  in  Scotland) 

40;  rapresents  Davidnn  County  in  I.  2;  amipaln  to  Ireland.  2,  4. 

the  House  of  Commom.  40;  ini>rTi«  Follocic,  Robert  (son  of  John  Pollock). 

Orisdda  Gilchrist.  48;   removea  to  in   Col.     Tsakar'e   teciment   in   the 

Raleifh,  iH;  marriea  Sarah  Hawking  Parlismentaiy  army,  I.  2;  cmi|CTBti:3 

50:  electsd   preaidcnt  of    the  State  Muylond  to,  3;  marries  AloKdalen 

Bankof  NorthCBrolina,4S:weaident  Taaker.  3;  family  relics  of,  3,  4;  his 

of  tho  Stata  Bank  of  North  Carolina.  eldest  son.  4. 

4S;  reii^is  bank  presideocy,  48;  de-  Pollok.    France*,    mother    of    Frances 

clins  bngadiarshlp,  48;  appointed  to  Polk.  I,  180. 

attend  Lt^ayette  lor  North  Canlina,  Pollok.  Thonua.  of  Balgra,  president  of 

48;  ludiorous  inridant  at  recvption  of  the  colony  nf  North  Curolina,  1,  IBD; 

Lafayette,49;delivenaddresnof wel-  arBat-grandfather   of    Mm.    Frances 

come  to  Lafayette.  BO;  influence  in  Polk.  ISO, 

Tennessee.  51:  estates  in  Tennessee.  Polytechniii   Bohool.   Franca,  atanding 

51;  the  peTMtnal  friend  and  eootem-  of,  1.  72. 

n.  51:  death  Pond  Spring,  McCook  moved  to.  II. 


and  burial  of.  31,  147.  140:  c..^.^,^ 
and    pereonality    of,    52;   diatppoint-     J 
ment  at  Ijconldas^s  determination  to 


tntchartiain,  Lake,  railroad  communi- 
eation  between  Gnnsda  and,  tl.  334. 
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Pontotoc,  Mtga..  Frdml  tn»pa 
™«.  =,.  ..  =_.-., ,.  ._   3   _ 

coll 
o  f c 


331. 

■      in        67:  opin 

iCtack  New  Ma'-    Piie-t,  ordamed?!.  11!6. 


«tly  tunDtioiUi^lho  iMt  K 


Porter. Col.,comrnilBoritob«rtFolIoi:k.  the  biahop'g.  1.  3S3. 

I.  3.  PrwDEn,  Desotutioiu  bctwna  Onnt 

Port  HudBon,  Vao  Dom  commandina  sod  Polk  on  sicbanco  ol.  I  [.  ii-i2. 

at.  II.  122.  Private  tortunv.  d«ay  ol,  I.  203. 

PotomM  Rivar,   I.   109.   Ill;  Federal  ProbationforonietB.  1.  lOTetseq. 

raidg  on  the.  377;  lesneoinc  of  aotive  Pmctor'a  Bcatian.  Ky.,  nuure  of  tha 

operatioDa  on.  3S0.  railroad  at,  II.  127. 

Potter.  Hora^D,  Biibop  ol  New  York,  PnHmnciatlaii.jMculiuities  o(,  I,  Zli. 

letter  from  Polk  lo,  I.  310-312,  324;  "Protection,"  Britiah,  durini;  the  Revo- 

lutMr  to  Biafaop  Polk  [nm,  312,  313;  lutlon,  1.31:  chanm  acauut  Thomu 

iermononnatioDulfait-day,  313.  313.  Polk  of  baruii  taken,  from  Oximl- 

PDwell.  Bn|.-Gen.,  in  battle  of  Perry-  lii.  34-37. 

Title,  II.  157.  Protestant  EpiBco«l  Church,  a  fault 

Prsyn.  farm  pmcribad  by  the  biabop  eomman  to,  I.  123;  wiadnm  of  her  nil 

to  be  UHd  on  Faat-Day,  I.  303.  3IM.  to  Polk,  155,  150;  Trienaial  Genent 

Prayera.  altenUona  aod  appoiatmants  Convention  of  the  (IMI),  17)*;  elec- 

ol,  i.  303, 304, 306-308.  (ion  of  Polk  to  biabopno  of  Louis- 

Prentica.  GeorieD.,  member  of  VnioD  "~"    """"    '"     —■--.--"-■■-■-  -. 


iana  by,  178;  gaina  by  Polk'a  eli«- 
tion  to  the  bubopric.  ISl,  IM;  nla- 
tiona  to  otbar  demumnatione.  225, 


jt  Bhiloh.  II.  109.  113,  114.  ZZe;  (uDctionin  anablioliinc  the  Uni- 

Prasbyter,  sa  offendint,  I.  217,  2IS.  vernty,  225,  22fl;  Gov.  Bwun'soinn- 

Pmfayteriao  Church,  John  Pollock  a  ioD  ot,  23G.  357;  ealvaljon  of.  237, 

member  of,  I.  2.  238;  dividinc  line  between  North  aiul 


Preaideatial  eL 
over,  I  asR 


h,  240;  public 


9a  of  the,  1.  Z9S,  300.  Boutb  repoied  in,  270;  effect  of  ■Ke»' 

Preston,  BriB..GBn. 'William,  in  battle  of  boundariea  of  the,  liH  et  aeq.;  tha 

Itfurlreeaboro,   II.   1811;  movements,  vow  of  eonaenation   in,   317,   319; 

poalliona.  etc..  in  battle  of  Chicka-  constitutional  bonds  in,  333  et  leq.; 

mauca,  251-253.  208,  2TB,  277.  279,  eSact  of  the  Bevulution  la  ertablish- 

280.  ing,  343  et  sen.;  Convention  of  ISSI. 

Preston,   Oen.   William,   aide-da-Fsmp  360;  Polk'a  bibors  for  the,  305. 

to  A.S.Johnston.  II.  103:  letter  in  re-  Prntestant  Bpucopal  Church  in  North 

gard  to  the  FouQcil  before  Shiloh,  103.  Carolina,  tribute  of  the  Council  of, 

Preaton,  John  S..  orsOr  at  laying  of  to  Bishop  Polk,  II,  397.  398. 

comcr^fitnoeof  theUnivoniity,  1.201;  Prototantt.  settle  in  the  nnrth  of  Ira- 

subov  of  BiibcD  Polk,  2al,  2SZ.  hmd,  I.  2. 

Prevancation,  abnorrpnce  of.  I.  18H.  Proverbs,    the    biabop's    fondness    for 

Prica,  Mai.-Gen.  Sterliiu.  joins  McCul-  Holomon's,  I.  194. 

loukh.  II.  fl;  Polk's  aim  to  help,  0;  Pniaaia.  the  biahop'a  atudy  of  tha  adu- 

Gov.  Jnekson's  accoimt  of  his  fores,  cationiil  lyatem  of.  I.  2IO;edURaUonal 

7.  S.  10;  to  advanee  on  Bprinjtiield,  reporta   of.  conaulwd  by  PoJk  and 

Mo..  8;  inaecurscy  of  Gov.  Jackwn'a  ElUott,  260,  noW. 

'     '"    MeCul-  Piytania  Stnet  Chapal.  New  Orleua, 

"-'     —  I.  196. 


lou^  refiieea  to  oodperate  with,  10;        I.  1 

euKEarmlod    atrengtb    of,    11;    I.^ii  PubUl 
prepares  to  attack.   12;  seeks   Mo-        Repr 

CuDauEh'a  aid,    12,  04.  06;   Hardee'a  PubUc 


lone  in  Missouri 


Polk  aaka  for  enerratic  artion  from.    Purdy   Road,  the.  II.  95,  90: 
03;  supplied  by  Polk  with  batieriss,        advanee  alona  tha  "'       ' 
a3:anawvtoPolk.  M-6T;ciiiiration        tnwpa  on,  90. 
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Punyiam.lattarCoMctlvuneon,  1. 164.        meri^y,  1.29. 

Pyle,  Col.,  punued  by  Willbun  Polk,  Rayner.  KeniHith  Mter  to,  I.  MS,  24S. 

1. 43.  RayDin'.    Mcj.    KmocCh,   tha  bi^op'g 
mner.  I.  IS5;  letten  to.  ISO,  203,  2M. 

Qiuken.  dlMuaaoo*  by,  ukinct  Htiiot-  Rewliiig,  Mrs.  Folk'a  lovn  of.  I.  203. 

iim.  1.  M.  Rebel  yell,  the,  tl.  270,  280. 

Quebec,  vuil  to.  T,  102.  Rebuke,  tbu  biibop'e  power  of,  I.  314— 
Queen-i    CoIIe«e,     ChuIotU.     N.    C.        218. 

(etablUhmeut  al.  I.  B;  the  "Houthem  Rod  Rlrer.  I.  IM.  187,  ISG;  baundUT 

Cndle  oC  Liberty,"  6;  prospority.  ft;        ol  the  Department  of  the  Weet,  3M; 

burned  by  British  troopfl,  6;  WiUiam        bouudjiry  of  Department  No.  9,  11. 

Polk  educated  at,  37.  1 :  prepuslion*  for  ampum  on,  323, 

Queeu'e    Univendty,     Irdiind,    educn-        324. 

lioDal_  reporta  of.  coruulted  by  Folk  Ree<ier, ,  nacer  ■(  Fourth  ol  July 

Quincy,    Maei..    first   railjawi   iu   the  It«nd'a  Bridee,  the  CoDtederals  line  st. 
Ilniinl  Minim  at:  I   ID?  I[.  245;  Thnmu  pTHted  neu.  246; 

'.        Formt'a  attack  od  ThnnuiB  ■(,  248; 

Bran'i  guartan  at,  283. 

'  Reedy  fUvpr.  capture  of  Loyaljste  on, 
ui    ine    uuivi-niiij-,   iiw;  avwiuia   lub         by  Col.  Thompwm,  I.  39. 

meetinK  of  the  couDnl.  W4:  in  camp  ReedyviUe,  Tenn.,  Bna'a  licht  at,  II. 
witbPolk.  II.  214;prepai«ib<iak>(<i[  179. 

thearmy,  »ee,  3S7;caiKlurta<Krvic»  Ruimeats; 

over  Gdu.  Pnlk'i  body  at  Ht.  Luke'a        Bankhead'a  Battery  of  Licht  Artil- 
Church.  Atlauta,  383.  lerv,  11.  114. 

Quit  reula,  pnivlsioiu  of  Meekteaburs        Bb'tfie's  MLiainippi.  II.  107. 
RewlvH.  1.  61.  Cresceol  Resimeut,  11.  IDS. 

Maury  Grays.  II.  389. 
Race  antaRoaisni,  II.  340.  Polk's  battery,  II.  lOT. 

Race-horw,  Polk'a  brotben'   coniuw-        Tumer'a  battery,  II.  2C0,  266,  cota. 
tioa  with.  I.  110.  Walker'a,  II.  43, 


"  e  at  theTni- 


i^aiuima,  i.  38. 

143,  4ltl  UooUnentals,  1.  12. 

Baitioad  oommunicatioiu.  deficleney  of,        4th  South  Cnroiiaa  re^meot.  I.  3B. 

in  Department  No.  2,  II.  35,  ..-..- 

Saitroads,    Polk   an  enthuaiutic   pro- 


licbicaD  battery,  11. 1 
-\  Carolina,  I.  38. 
tinentals,  f.  12. 

,hCM^liuH?n^~l.' 


327,  1428,  333: 


):  Mn.  Barah  Polk        llth  Louiaiaaa.  II.  4G. 
"-  '      '  leth  TeanevK  VoluDte« 

2Tth  lllinoia,  11.41,47. 

33d  Tennei 


:.  7B:  rmlKnation  diiteij  Religious  se 

in>m,  tKni  viflits  to.  124.  12A.  127,  Heaaca,  arrival  ui  Ljunj^H, 
142,  I4S,  160.  II.  170:  death  of  Hnm-  and  Scott  at.  II,  343; 
ilton  Polk  at,  112;  death  at  WilUun  impartaoce  of.  349;  a 
Polk  2d  at,  136;  tbo  first  railway  in,  iiitna  on.  M9:  Polk  aaaui 
137.  138.  at,  349;  Polk  onlerod  i 

Ramilliea,  perrentagc  of  loia  at,  II.  2S7.        hasard<.  3H1;  McPherr 
Randolph.  TcTin,  fon-ea  at,  II.  9,  10;        railroad  at,  3,10;  Conle 
PJUov-a  eipcditiun  fnini,  11.  tion  at,  3G0;  battle  of. 
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.1-364,  3S2:  Polk  on  ths        Krby  Smith  buiht 

_ S2,  3i3,  - '  " '- 

RetmapsctiDIl.  ■  birtbday,  II.  3 


_  bnttJc-field,  aM,  3i3,       _         new.  of  Bneg'! 


mends  Bn«g  for  serviMi  in.  201,  209, 

Polk's 'm^uence  st.  2^°Br^  w^ 

i«v,  vsned  to  duly  at,  310;  the  news  of 

R«valuCii>nuy  duoidan,  <lu]gen  of,  t.  Polk's  dosth  in,  374. 

233.  Rid«e  (or  Buk)  nad.  the.  II.  H-Oa. 

Revolutionsry  nurit,   vuianoo  In.   in  RinggDJd,  Qs..  diHtsJice  from  Ch&tta- 

diSereat  colaniss,  I.  S.  uoogK,  II.  236:  CnttendeD'i  msnb 

Revolutionsry  War,  eibd  of.  1.  43;  open-  toward,    23S;    Critleodon'B   poKlinn 

ing  of,   37;   vetenina   attend   soiru-  near,  239,  340:  Crittewlan-s  msn-h 

centennial  of  MDCklonbuTK  DcoLnin-  from,  241;  arrival  of  LonstToet  ut, 

tion,  5«.  24S. 

Reward  of  vood  canduet,  n,  I,  198.  Rio  Grande,  A.  B.  JohnstoD'a  journey 

Reynolds,  Col.,  irffimenl  wnt  to  A.  S.  from  IxM  Aneelca  to  the.  I.  3M. 

Johnston.  II.  A4.  lUtusl,  Che  bi^op's  laiity  in  matters 

Reynolds,  Mai.-Geo.  Joseph  J.,  move-  of  the.  I.  213.  251.  216. 

meats,  poaitions.  etc.,  beCorB  and  duT-  Roods,  dclieiency   of,   in   Department 

ina  the  battle  of  Chicknmautm,  II.  No.  2,  11,  35;  bad  condition  of,  74. 

236.248,  3S0. 2112.  2(16.270.275-278;  M,  97,  99.  212.  219,  238.  341.  345; 

at  Polk's  tuneial,  383.  condition    nnr    Pittsburc    Landinc 

Reynoldi,  Sir  Joshiu.  deaiRner  of  win-  93;    emcllence    of.    Kcntui^ky.    128; 

dow  Bt  New  College  Chapel.  I.  14!.        around    Perryi "' 


mandins  Soiltb  CoJolina  Provini^iftl  ttinnoke,    The.    pUntstion    of    John 

lamson  at  Ninety-eii.  39.  Robb.  Jnmei.  nuraen  the  bishop  throu^ 

Richmond.  Ky.,  defeat  of  Nelson  at.  by  the  oholeni,  1.  205. 

Kirby  Smiai.  U.  120.  Roberto,     Pnscilk.     nuuria    William 

Richmond,  Lieut.  William    B.,  nidi^e  Folk.  1.  4. 

tump  to  General  Polk,  II.  91.  109,    Robertson.  .  pceients  Polk  at  nr- 

lll.t9e.l9g,25a:bearero(Wither8's  dinatiun,  I.  122. 

and  Cheutbam's  proCont  to  Bra^ft.  Robertson.  Gem  Jaine&  I-  47. 

190,  200;  UngK's  renly  to.  to  com-  Robinson.  Robert,  certifies  to  lenuine- 

munication     from     Chestham     and  ne»  of  Mecklenburs  DeclatsthMi  nf 


Independeni 


bsttle  of  ChifL 


dination  in.  113.  12L;  ^rst  pui 
work  in.  119,  121-124;  Rpisc 
churches  in,  123;  Polk  retumi 
from  Raleigh.  124;  renins  chorgi 


;    Confademl 


Lty,  N.  C,  Col.  TarletoB 


Ein.  Coi.  AlW,  s 


__._..    _     ....      taly,  viMl  to,  I,  132.  133.  138. 

;;  N.  R.  Jennings  RoaBcrani.  Msj.-Gen.  William  S,,  oom- 

inforcements,  03:  mending  ia  west  Tenncnee,  II.  123. 

nt   to,    with    bis  121;  opposed  to  Van  Doro  in  went 

73:  Beaurogard's  Tenneaeoo,   124;  defeats  Van  Dom. 

■-    '-- n  the  field  132;  in  command  at  Nashville.  177: 

lith's  pro-  leplaces  Buell.  177;  movemenh  and 

ly'the  authorities  at.'  122;  before"  and  duhng  the  battteol  'Mu> 


Bram's 

reports    at,     siter     rerr 

den^  to.  1U6;  Polkas  si 
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INDEX.  451 

ISZl  akiUful  reaiMance  it  Murtreea-  Rumell,  BriiL-Oen..  his  briiwlB  in  bat- 

boro.  leZifDrtilicaMurfroegboro,  ZIS;  Us  of  Shiioli.  II.  107,  IDS,  lia  111: 

bu  strauflth,  218:  makea  damonitm-  m^iHviB  PmntiK'a  iwoni.  IW. 

tioQSCBingtPolkatlJlHlbyviLle.  21S;  Ruthorford.  Col.  QriSth,  Icada  Nortb 

Tullahoma  csmniiii.  31S;  dsgtraya  lins  Toriu.  1.  12. 

nilnad    behind    Riacg.    218.    219;  ICutlfdge,    Jcbn,    gavtimor    ol    South 

BiBu's  ilDoranco  oI  his  drwEni.  SID;  CHralina.  I.  43:  commiaaiona  Willism 

hia  movament  on    Mancheater  di»-  Polk  as  liBulenaal-coloDol.W. 

..._.lJ_._.  ■  *«.    .,    „j  provra'thflUniveriiilyHchomB.LMS; 


[tb  ID  St.  FrBDcinills,  Ia.,  taniul  aonveotion 

.. beua  of   the  diocoae  at.    I.   328  et  aeq.; 

t«^tttnoDy    to    the    intrnpuiity    and  Polk'a  addrcaa  before  tha  coDventiaii, 

akilL    ol    ConfedcrsEe  _  troopa.  ,2.U;  320.  330.  336  eC  Ken.:  vindication  at 

nmuia  on  the  20th.  209,  270:  retreat  St.  Jomoa  Poriali.  Iji,.  proposed  removal 

to  CTintbinooea.  2K2:  bn»UiinR-time  fnim  New  Orleana  to.  1.  210;  appro- 

■t  ChattaaooEU.  28.1;  leLicI  Fomea  to.  priatioD  far  collcRC  Kt.  210;  deaUu^ 

285:    Longstnwt'g   augKested   attack  Uonof  buildinin.  210. 

on    hia    conimuDicntbn.i.    283:    l-ee  St.  Joha'a  Chapal,  I.  17S-17S. 

endeavois  to  prvvpnt   Moade  Irom  St.  John'a  Church.  Savaooah,  r«pi«- 

Itoss!   John.   Cficrokoe  chief,    I.    170:  SL  Li^uia.  Ma„  Polk  thnstooa.  II.  6-S; 

contblly  antennina  the  biahop.  170;  Pillow'a  plsna  lor  advance  on.  12; 


t<^%i°.?''Lawren«!  K.,  movementa. 
poflitiona.  ate.,  in  Meridian  cam- 
paign. II.  327. 

toiBville.  Ga..  II.  236;  Polk  pi-opwog 
to  occupy.  245;  the  Rtate  Road  at. 


laon  for  HI 
193. 
Maj.-Ci( 


venily  of  th 

bf^Vinny^BtateiXTi.'a   . 

„     .  ,    St,  Paul  preaching  in  Borne,  I.   133; 

ituro  of.  190.  101;        landing-place  ol.  in  Italy.  130:  ppa- 

t  uaing  more  artel-        jfnjinJ^,  IM.  "  "  °™*°  '"* 

St.  Paul'a  Church.  Auguala.  Can.  Polk'i 
1.    Lovell     H.    In        luncml  at.  It.  381-38U. 
boro,  II..  170.  185.    St,  Paul'BChurch,  New  Orleana,  I.  331; 

ith  Cra^vaUia'a  troops.        Convantioa  of  tha  EJiocaae  of  Louiai' 

od,  1.  103.  Salary,  tha  biahop'a  aaraleaanetf  about 

---  ' '    ■",        drawinii.  1,  200:  a  BsWlori.  208. 

Salem,  N.  C.  WiUiam  Polk  reporta  to 
General  Pickeog  at,  I.  42. 
to,  1.  -£i£,  :fiOL.  £iM.  Saliabury.  N.  C.  raising  minute-nHn  in, 

gren  run  eiplocion,  11.45.40.  d' General  Gat«  at.  24:  Col.  t'olk  at, 

Hugely^  Milla,  Continental  forces  at,  20;  deplorable  condition  of  aSain  at. 

I.  34.  41. 

Ruddlca.  Prig.-Cen.  Daniel,  ordered  to  Salisbury  District,  field-olGeen  of,  re- 

atlack  Sooy  Smith's  column.  If.  320;  tiueat  appointment  of  Thomaa  Pnlk 

at  PrJk'a  fuDBrnl.  3S3.  in  room  of  Gen.   Davidson,  I.  30; 
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lio™l  Iroi       '       '       ■   ■       "■     "  ■ 


HipeK  out,  351;  the  right  of.  II.  IS. 


Enuth  st/HH,  MS;  A)liitwi'B  cavalry    Sectionai  \taunti  'ogaiiut  the  Sou'tfadni 


eral  iKdomnce  ol  the  nsailt  oC  3!2i 

,-.    doubtful8Mtw".3ia:  toberMLsledhy 

__     _                            iminand  in,  31;  thaF«lemlgDvcramsat.323;  unsniin- 

dubuKltnepl  ol  mililift  in,  31.  ity  dF  foelinji  [or,  in  Chs  South.  32t; 

Salt   River,    Ky.,    cnwaed    by    Buell'i  diSEraiica  a!  opiniaa  in   the  South 

trcmps,  II.  138;  Andoraon's  positio-        '-   -    '-     ""     "■-      ""  -  - 

or,  UO;  BubU's  troopa  kl,  166, 

Sriuda  River,  I,  38;  LoyBlist  camp  ol.     __. 

aa  SBCtiDiuliim.     iDfluenn     of     nilnya 

Ky..  portion  of,  II.  l4Si  Kiiby  agaimit.  I.  150;  gronth  nf,  22&,  M.S. 

"    ■^-  ■     ■     iv-ity    " ■■ 

r,  140; 

SumuEi  the  Prophet,  analoi^  o(  Polk' 

Sapd  Mountain.  I'enn.,  Federal  croaa 

Sa'i!u°ADna  uylum.   Mm.' Polk  cod-  Seine'ltiver!  I.  128. 

sidcn  retiring  to,  II.  341i.  Belf.  tbe  sinkinv  of,  I.  163:  the  impor- 

Bantce,  I.  31.  tance  of  being  ono>,  213. 

Baunders.navid,  I.  as,  Selma,  Ala.,    vulnerability    f,  II.  237; 

e^vage.  Col.  John  H..  colonel  of  ISth  Sherman'>  orders  to  move  tooanL 

Tennessee  Voluntwre,  U.  ISS.  322;  McPhenion  onlo[¥d  to  move  on, 

Bsvannsli.  Ga.,  appointed  meeting  of  322;  Shernian'B  movement  on,  323; 

Univeriily  worliers  at.  I.  257.  Fedorai  deuKoe  on,  327:  poHibilitJa 

Savannah,  Tenn.,   landing  of  Federal  of  .SherTnan'a  moving  toward.  332; 

army  at,   II.   81;  occupied  by   the  Bherman  disclaimA  deBigns  on,  333. 

Federals  SK;  Buell'i  anprooch  to.  02;  Selwin.  Lord  George,   North  Caiulina 

eeq.                            ,                 '  Seminary,  "»eeALE;i*NDBiA.yA. 

™(I5,96.                          ""            °'  in,  II.  237.*  '*'     "          ™" 

Saxc.   Marshal,  percentage  of  lo_  at  Sermona.  fint,  I.  121, 122;eit«npaiBrv 

Haoour,  II,  287,  and  written,  122;  number  prwcbed 

Bayers,    Capt.,    captured    at    Chicka-  on  miaaionary  joumey,  159. 

mauga.  11.  2S5.  Servants,  the  binhop'i  rvipect  for  hb, 

SchoopTT  Hrig.-Gen.  Albin,  poutian  at  1.  lia.    See  aim  NEoancg;  Slaves. 

Peiryville,  II.  l.SS.  Sewanee,  Tenn..  Mn.  Polk'g  house  at, 

Scionoea,  pramotion  of,  in  the  South,  humed.  2IS.  note,  325-327;  vint  to, 

I.  220,  3^;  seeks  to  secure  the  aite  ol  the 

Scolfh  Highlandera.  Capo  Fear  River  Univemity.    I.   249;  chosen  aa  aite. 

coloDV,  I.  13;  loyalty,   13;  McDon-  250;  unlouided  nimor  of  ite  maUrial 

aid'*  leadoPihip,  l3.  climate,  253,  not«;  land  conveyed  to 

Scotland,  journey  to.  I.  142,  144.  the  University  at,  255;   meeting  of 

Scott.  Thomas,  commentotor.  I.  144.  board  of  uusIikb  at,  259,  2617262; 

Scott,  Oen,  WmSeld.  revieiva  eadot^  at  rwrganiution  of  the  Univernty  at, 

Weit  Point,  I.  71;  personal  appeaj-  261-265;    opening    of    a    ^n^nmar- 

ancp,  71.  school  at,  ^04;   preparation  of  the 

Scott,  Mrs.  Winiield,  t.  71.  domain  at,  298;  retreat  formed  at, 

Scott,  Brig.-Gon.  Thomas  M.,  arrives  for    the    hiahon's    family,    322-323; 

at  Resaca,  II.  348.      ^  Riiaplaeed  oonfidonoe  in  tbs  secuiity 

.  2«H 


[a  camp  at  AlCoana  Groek,    Sewanee    Mining    (Company, 
cence  lovard  &e  Univenity. 


Sensicknen  I.  127. 

Secession,  the  signs  of  the  times,  t.  29Q:  Sewanee  Moimtain,  the  Univflraito  do- 

the  queetioui  before  Polk  concerning,  main  on.  I.  232. 

299;  Ditent  of  Polk's  influence  on  the  Shakspere,    contributes   to   iK«ra   ao- 

•efcesion  question,  301;  Pulk'e  views  menclature,  I,  IBS. 

Polk's  viewB  on  the  course  ol   the  Sheffield   vi«t 'to',  r.'l43;  cuUely,  143. 

Church   in   States  adopting,  302  ct  SbelbyvUle,  Ky,,  Stevsiaon  ordered  to, 

aeq.;  of  Louisiana.  304;  the  statutea  II.  137;ClebumoBt.  137, 138;  Bueira 

of  the  Church  oDi»e<|ueDt  on,  :t04  Bt  advance  OD,   138,  139;  occupied  by 

■eci.;  the  Dvertlmiw  ol  a  magnilioent  Buell.  142;  Buell  h^  mX,  143;  8IU 

government  structure,   31(^  324:  a  at,  163. 
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INDEX. 

to.  II.        April,  E 


.    Mobile 


,  II.  107; 


towiml    Ml 


2;    Thnmiui 
1.  321,  322: 


the  ttth  of  April.   I 


Bhopwdiville,  Ky.,  Polk  ordered  to 
occupy,  II.  137;  Btiell^  ulvBDRa  on, 
13S:  Gilbert'i  march  through,  108, 
109. 

BbcridBB,  Bria.^icn.  Philip  H.,  cnwaos 
Doctor'!  Fork,  It.  154:  poation  Bt 
PerTyviUc.  IfiSi  Polk's  lett  oppo«d 
to.  at  PonyviUe,  150;  in  battle  of 
Puiryvills,  1ST;  tgDoruico  of  Polk'a 
weakncB,  157;  in  battle  of  Mur^ 
trocaboro,  1TB.  183,  18S,  102:  movc- 
menta.  pwtioDa.  etc..  ia  battle  of 
ChK-kamauga,  2S1,  253,  209.  270, 
27.'>.  278, 

SbemuD,  Gen.  " ~  '     ' 


.ween  <.^onalh  and, 
tian  of  third  line  at, 
utlon  at.  104.  105; 
iBt.l04;tateofcbs 


quBBtioiIa  ansng  out  of, 
tiuc-e  of  the  battle.  115: 
fi":  irtStei"""™"  t.™. 
killed,  woui 


Federal  la 

tl^fielrt,   ^-.^ 

death  of  John 


ih  Chur 


.11.1 


Id  miHinR  at,  fram 
ineiKW!.  2Sfl;  per^ 
280:  penentace  cJ 
r;  Polk  on  Ihebat' 

at,  390. 

I.  112;  Grant's  en- 


.n  Merid- 
iu  and  Selma.  322:  aipwtntionn  of, 
322:  prepanj  for  campaign  against 
Polk,  323;  plana  lor  movement  on 
Mobile.  333;  Buoy  Smith  ordered  to 
join    Sherman    at    Meridian,    323;    Shi 
itreniith  at  hig  diql<»i1,   323,   324;        1 
Aeoda  eipedition  up  the  Yatoo  River,        i 
321:  opposed  by  I«e  in  march  from 
Vickabunt,  325;  Polk  ooncludea  not 
to  Hsht,  327,  332;  breaki  up  railraada 


k,  1.1 


.  ,  .  patch  for  old,"  I.  77,  79,  80. 
loup.  Bris.-Gen.  Francla  A.  aansned 
to  eumine  the  defenaeg  with  Folk. 
II.  370. 

jport,  Lb„  miaiionary  vitdt  to,  I. 
""■    ""•■  diffieulliMin  holding 


rligioua 


Sick,  < 


g  for 


,    16ft-iai: 

.  i41,  202,  204. 


S32.  3 


^nSeridian  1 
in  Meri 

Itel'maOT 


331;  plan  oi 

paicn.  331;  Polk's  dasifDB  renrdinff 
'^" ibiiaea  Sony  SmiSi,  333 


le  bishop's  kive  of.  I.  1S6. 


rO:  ntraniith  in  Atlanta  can 
18.  .119.  359;  moves  upon  Jo 
:  Daltan,  348:  the  troopi 
hich  he  won  hia  fame.  349 
miction"  of  Polk  by,  in  Miss 


aSfTincr, 


>.    I.    220, 
113,  140, 
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8Uvs7  quHtkiD.  tbs  ColtHUHtiap 
Soaiety'a  eBoru  Co  »lve.  J.  ]I1-113. 

BIbvh,  nit  of,  fnnn  Mt,  Devemu,  140; 
th*  bUiop'B  oue  for,  ITS.  1S3,  ISSi 
Mim.  Frucu  Polk'a  mberituioa  of, 
laz.  183;  lile  ■mona  ths  biiHop-g, 
leS-lM,  190-300.  203-201:  roiiitiul 
'*  UTion^322.    S«  hIsd  afbica; 


ETOWthU 


.J  11.2 

dl^^," 

New  Pnvidaneo,  I.  S3;  lattsr  to  Gun. 
QalM.  24;  sUlamapts  in  ncud  Co 
ehiraes  acunit  Tbomu  Polk.  24-27. 

Smith,  B.  B,.  blihop  at  K«n  lucky,  u- 
■ini  in  coDHcnbon  of  Dishop  Folk. 
I,  151;pI«idia(bighoportheChun:b 
iD  the  UniUd  Statea.  ZflZ;  (kl[ven 
mddms  at  tho  Uyinjg  of  ths  comflr- 

Hmitb,    Col.    Fniaci»    H.',    oduralioiMl 

Smith,  Jumn,  lisiitcniint'iif  Confccfpnte 
iDliaU-y.  II.  4I>;  »nC  to  Oruit  with 
flu  of  tnioe,  *B. 

Smith,  MBJ.-GeD.  Andrew  J.,  onlend 

mlseims,  n.'aSj'aza. "" 

Smilh,  Mnj.-Goo.  c3h»rl«  F.,  Polli*> 
comrade  (t  Wait  Point.  I.  7«;  majoc- 

^4;   commandWFHleral   fare«"Bt 
Paducah,  11,  20,  S7:  onlerad  lo  move 
acaioat  Cotumbua,  37;  liu  advanca, 
38. 
Smith.  G«n.  Q.  W..  >t  Polk'a  funeral. 


133;  importaiua  & 

I.<,uu™ilfc,  133;  dil _    . 

r-.'atioii  with  Bra^- 133, 


I;  difficultia  in    . 


eMoting  Dodperation 
134;  Braa  aaeka  inl 
LeuncCon,  135;  atnnffth  of  hia  cor 


I   Polk'a 


';  I3S; 


13a.  I3B:  Clobumo'a  and  PrtMton 
Smiths  brijtaden  detaoticd  to  hia 
oommand,  137;  prapaaed  U--tioD  by, 
toward  Frankfurt,  140:  diapatfh  from 
Bngg.  142;  r?porta  troopa  too  much 
aeatund.  142:  eipucted  junction  nth 
143;  concBEtrstina  at  Frank- 
14fi;  threatened  by  part  of 
-    ■  14«;  »!1  morca  acsW, 

Iti;  guncuon  with  Polk,  IJSTiv- 
tiwta  from  Fnuikron,  148;  mcbes 
Bali-iaa.   14S:   ordered  to  Voaailln. 


fort.    148; 
Budl-i  foiT 


1,  ISO:  u 


It  Polk, 


wiV  Em,  158. 

burs.  ISO;  alum  at  Bnoi'i 

tion,  103;  DvacuBtea  Kentucky.  154; 
propoaei  to  attack  Thotnu,  1S4;  re- 
aumea  hia  own  department,  165; 
opinion  of  the  Kentucky  ccmpaiBO, 
I6£:  ordcri^  to  Frankfort.  172;  to 


■iC^:^ 


Poli^  a 


!Ql  to, 

.    174; 


called,  t. 


ii^hmond.  ISO,  201;  Bna'a  anl 
iLtion  of  boinfl  auperaedea  by.  3 — . 
Ik  primoacfl  to  order  him  to  attack 

nk«,337. 


IZl;aeekaa>aiMaDce  from  Drnsg.  11 
122;  propoHM  a  campaian  in  nuda»     I 
Tennessee  and  Kentucky.  122;  plan 
(^     campaifD     acainat     llucU,      123| 
ordered    to    move    on    Cumberland 
Gap.  134;  opposed  t4i  Gen.  Wrifht, 
124;  upemtinns  in   Kentucky,  T2S: 
advance  into  KonUicky,  I2(t;  ^foats 
and  routa  Nelson  at  Ifiohmond,  126;    I 
gains  CDDtroJ  of  oentral   Kentucky. 

taiiw.  I2fl;  threatens  Cincinnati,  120; 
threatena   Lnuiaville.    I2S;   ofFoct  of 


A  to  join,  i: 
leo,  201;  Bi 
gitio-  -'  " 

Bankf^3:   . 
Smith,  Col.  Manhall  J..  eoloDol  of  the 
Crmrcnl  Ri^nient,  II.  109;  in  battle 
of  Hhiloh,  100. 

mith,  Rrii.-Gon.  PreetoD,  his  bfiimde 
at  Bliiloli.  II.  I(»:  bricade  detaclMl 


immand.    137; 
14.-1.    US; 


vUle.'TM,    1^  'killcd'at   C'bickn- 

tenth.  Gen.  W.  Booy,  ordcced  acalnat 
l.ee  and  Foncet  in  west  TennssKS, 
Tl.  321;  Tnovementa,  poaitioDa,  cte., 
in  MeriiUan  campaign,  321.  323-^2.% 
327-320.  331-3^:  ordered  to  Mn 
Shemun  at  MoridiaD,  323;  Polk  urns 
tDconeontrelc  upon,  327;  makes  f«nt 
townrd  Grenada,  32R:  murhea  on 
Meridian.  32N;  Sheman'a  plana  for 

retreat,  332;  sees  throtijib  PeUt'a  trap, 
332,  333,  330;  abused  by  Sherman. 

JmitVlond.   Ky.,  narrow  ucape  Irom 

IniTthaonlan'lnitltiitien,    visit    lo.    I. 
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8iulu>  Creak  Okp,  ftdniue  of  Bhor- 

idsD.'  Lieut.   J.   Huii»n.   uiIhIs-        Torlaol,  38;  Willi 


througb.  tl.  360.                      BriUih,  2S;  despair  io 
,.       _.    ,     ...._        ..___^«5„; 

CDr'Thomu~L.,~Fiii»'i~aliisf  of        34;  devth  of  pro^n^'wi  in.  34:  IJuit! 


Siuke  Cnek  G^p  roiui,  Lortnc  holdi 
n  check  on,  11. 


lUft,  II.  67.  Williain    Polk    otdersd    aeaii 


U  Geoarai'  FoUi.  it  45.  4 
■  "  lumbu*  4 

og.  I.  3fiS.  232  et  eeo.l  Beceesion  of,  301. 

■t,  11.  2S7.    South  Cuoliu  Stale  Bncsde,  the,  I. 


^ ^ _,  _ ..        IcDnidai  PoUl'b  spfieal  to,  for  e_ 

Rocietr.  revolutioiw  in,  II.  &5.                        opcratian  in  the  Univonlty  prolect, 
Soidiera.  oonflrmation. '   ""  •*" !—_..,->■ 


I,  333;  utility  of  the  inatf  Boutheni  oout  defeaaea,  nlthdnwai  o( 

ihA.  QT^t!  itit  de^lioy,  moA  men  from,  for  htviccv  in  the  West, 

324:  necee-  II.  fW. 

1,  Z34,  22G,  Southam  Ckmfedaruy,  fomuitioll  of,  1. 

xa,  £S),  -aa;  nweHEy  of  nuintun-  308. 

ins  *  tdch  Btandsrd  of  chancter  in  "Southern  CrsdlB  of  Liberty,"  the,  L 

the,  2141  aaetloiul  t«eling  betwsen  0. 

tbe  Nonh  and,  325,  SIS.  238-241,  Bauthnm  Hiitorioal  Anoeintion,  II.  loe, 

24G:  the  collegea  and  univernties  of  oole. 

'    the,   227.  23S,  233,   241;   the   arts,  SouthweBt,  rerowthof  thadioeeseof  (ho, 

BDenceg,  and  literature  in  th;,  220;  I.  221    222;  Polk'H  acquaintunce  in, 

the  aomi  aaaaoB  in,  2.10;  diflicultiiia  353;  the  MiaHionary   Bishop  of  the, 

in,  in  Chiuoh  faliowahip,  234;  galvi^  1S3-17S. 

tlnn  of  the  Church  in  the,  237,  238;  Braniah  civiliution  in  Biihop  Pollc's 

umroTa]  of  the  Uoiveivty   scheme  diotoae,  I,  1S7- 

in  the,  244;  national  and  patriotic  Siarta,  Tenn.,  II.  124;  manh  of  the 

gptritinthe.ZMlbeneiiteDf  thflUni-  Army   of   the   Miiaiivppi    to.    125: 

Tsnitr  (0  tlie,  349;  in  a  ferment  of  Bneg'i  halt  at.   12S;  depiirture  of 

poUtlcal  eieitaneat,  298;  dotcrmian-  Dibck''  B"ny  'ntm,  12g;  Polk  Icoda 

tlon  of  the,  3OT-301,  311;  Poili's  let-  tho  advanee  from    127. 

ter  to  President  Buohonan  regarding  Spood,  Jemia,  member  of  Union  Can- 

the  poeitioD  at  the.  aDQ-SOI;  wcm-  trai  Cummiltce,  II.  24. 

iian  feeling  in  the,  209  et  eeq..  324,  Spcnec,  Col.  Philip  13..  on  Polk'x  alaS, 

3B0.  351:  temper  of  the  poopia  of  the.  II.  ZSO;  sent  to  Bragg  vith  diipatsh 

390  et  »ci  ;  importance  ul  ilavo-labor  from  Polk.  280. 

to  a»icultu™   in    the,    301;    Polk'a  Bpicheren,  pertonta<teof  ioaaal.  IL  Z8S. 

views  as  to  the  CDn-TUtutionai  right  %ioil><  system.  Polk's  astonishment  at 

to  secede,  302:  position  of,  ill  appro-  Jackson's  adoption  of.  I.  114. 

ciated  at  the  North.  310-311:  feclinn  Spoliation,  a  feature  of  the  Civil  War, 

of  the  Church  in,  toward  the  North,  I.  32G. 

312;  oondition  of  the  public  mind  in.  Spotlawood     Hoiue.     Richmond,     the 

soon  after  seccasion,  321,  324;  mai^  Executive  Manvon  of  the  Confnd- 

tial  spirit  in,  351:  the  cnli  tor  leadeni  oncy,  II.  54. 

in,  351:  Polk's  belief  in  the  righteous-  Spratt,  Susan,  monies  Thomas  Polk, 

nets  of  its  eauae,  357;  apiiit  of  the,  I.  4. 

SEO;  deteRnination  nf  the  North  to  Spratt  family   n 

overrun  the,  301;  policy  of  tho  Fed-  vania  to  NortI 


Bpringfield    Ky.,  Polk's  troo^  at,  II. 

tsolings  of  aoldiers  low.nl  negroes. 

144;   Polk's  csvnlry  covei^ng,    146; 

outh  Carolina  survey  made  to  divide 

near,   148.  108;  Crittenden's  march 

from  Nrirth  6arolioa.  1.  6:  scnlimenC 

on     PerryviUe     from,     14S;     Buell 

7;  Tory  troops  *f.  12;  action  of  the 
Council   nl   ^ety,    12;    calls   upon 

reaches  140. 

eptingfield,  Mo,.  Price  to  attack.  II.  8; 

Price's  position  at.  12. 

^rt  Tor^"  in.  12nr>iliiir'i?^ 

Btabies.  destroyed  by  a  tornado,  I.  206, 

paldoU  of,  24;  Tboma.  PolF.  ra- 

atag-hiinting  in  Epping  Forest,  I.  139. 
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Standina  Cominittfle.  Utta  U>  the,  I.  Stcmrt.  Lt.-Qei 

309.  inuula  thn  rivsr  Daitensx  St  <J(iluin- 

Stukwuther.  Biig.-Gcn.  Jofan  C.  in  biv,  M.  TD:  letter  to  Dr.  Polk.  Tli  71; 

b«ttle  of  PBrryvillo,  II.  156,  Hppninlfld  to  lbs  deleOK  o(  the  Mi»- 


ouC  MounUinTi.  24S,  247.  lOS.  110,  HI:  in  biittls  of  Murim 

SUta,  eduntioD  by  tha,   I.  23G;   Cba  bon,  1S6;  vint  to  Pdlk,  213;  mat 

■lleniuiix  to  the  citiiena  of  a,  302.  Tneiitg.  podtioiu,  etc..  in  buttle 

StateBink  of  Nortb  Carolina,  William  Chickunauga.  250. 352.  25A,  267,  26 

Polk    alect«d   firat  prendeDt  of,   I.  270,  271,  2T4,  275.  279,  294;  brillia 

48,  moVDment  thTough   Roeeeran's  n 

State  institution)!  ol  Inminc  caiuss  of  ter,  2JS0;  Kt  mwtiriK  to  diKua  ari 

w«kD^  in.  I.  233.  Ing  of  ^e|jrDe^  342. 

State  lighta,  Polk'i^viewi  on,  I.  302j  Slono  River,  II,  IM^  103:  Roncrac 

trinroTl 

69:  doctrine  ol.  w( 

,   II.  246;  S'tewart'i  move-  CliicUinsuKa,  11.  272, 


I   Confederata   gavemmeiit.    Stunt-u  ,  at  Coloniiatio 

^__  _,  _.__,..  = ...^        mwting,  I.  112. 

Btovall   Brit.-Oen.  M.  A.,  i 


.amsuBa,  II.  .    _ 

,. J.  Poll',  views  on  the  lodgini 

250;  Stewart  drives  Van  Cleve'a  di-        ol,  I.  2Z0.  230. 

vision  ftcron,  250;  Thomaa's  ratreat    Siuar   Creek,   aettlemeat   of   Thomai 

to.  250;  Hood  drives  the   Federals        Polk  on  the,  I.  4,  5. 

■croo.  251;  PrealflD's  positiani  near,    BuEar  Cnek  War.  I.  5.  S. 

252;   Thoman's  iHsition   Dear,    269:    Sugnr-hoime  dsstroyed  bj  a  toniado.  I. 

Breckinridge's   rnaverneDtA  on,  272,        3)0;  rcbuildiaii  the.  207. 

273;    movements    of    l^tovaU's    and    Sucor  plantation,  manimirn  a,  I.  IBS' 

Adnma'i    brigades    on.    272;    alleged         185. 

attaekon.  byWallur,  273;GnuiKcr's    Sunr-iilanMrs,  non-observance  of  the 

operationa  on.  274;  Ruckaei's  posi-        Sabbath  by,  I.  184.  UtK. 

tun  on,  277;  Bsp  in  the  Federal  line    Bujnr-plaatinz,    pTarticsl  work   of.   I. 

Kt  tha,  277;  Hill  ordered  to  attack        ISS;  a  enstly  pivcen.  200.  206-208. 

.... >__.  !_..«,.  n,,.  n _    Sullivan.  Maj..Gen,  John,  Valley  Forae 

memorix!  tablet,  I.  IS,  note. 
Summerville,  Ga.,  distence  from  Rome, 


SUtisdcs  of  lour  battles  oT  tbe  Army  ol 

imner,  Mal.-Oen,,  11.  63. 

jniner,  Col.  Jethro,  VaDey  Forfe  m 

Statuary,  the  value  of,  I.  137. 

mortal  tablet,  I.  15,  note. 

eioamer,  raisina  a  wrecked.  I.  161. 
Steedman,  MsT-Oeti.  Jnmss  B.,  move- 

Si 

jmleri  Cen.'Thom^i.  doleat  ol.  I,  2 

ments,  poaiSons,   etc.,  in  battle  ol 

in  command  of  troopi  in  South  Car 
Una,  2«:  Thomas  Pdk  recruits  tn» 

ChickamauKa.  II,  27«,  277. 

Steele,  Maj.-Gen.  Frederick,  in  Arkan- 

|s.".ii;^H|i.s^|S,'s!. 

=1&£S=t.S'"ni."- 

burg.  43:  ill™™  of.  44. 

Sterlinc  Lord,  I.  13. 

Si 

inday*hool.  a  eolored,  I.  lOfl,  197. 
jraartim,  changes  In,  in  America,  I, 

Stevens,  Col.,  oidemd  to  Mayfield.  11. 

Surrey  County,  fj.  C,  I.  22;   militia 
Sttvens's  Gap,  II.  237;  Thomaa'a  move-        prepare  for  conteW  with  Comwallia's 

ment  throu^.  238:  McCook  ordered        troops,  22, 

to  close  OB  Thomas  at,  245.  Surveying,  Polk's  study  of,  I.  7S,  79, 

Stevenson.   Maj.-Gen.    Carter   1...   his  Swain.     David     L.,     refutes     cbaritea 

(Uvision  in  the  CumberiaDd  Moun-        against    Tho-nas    Polk,    I.    36,    37; 

tains.  II.  126:  escape  of  the  Cumber-        governor  of  North  Carolina,  51;  on 

■      •  "  ■        '  WilUam  Polk's  lils  and  influenre.  51 ; 


....jkinridiK.  I4S:  ordered  Swan  Creek.  I.  IM. 
Ik  at  MarrDdsburB,  145;  at  Swartouta.  Csdet. 
discuss  arming  oT  negroea.        favoritism  to.  at 


favoritism  to.  at  Vat  Point,  I. 
Hwitserland.  trai-els  in,  I.  132. 
boundary  of  Depart-    Sword,  the  substitution  of  the  miti 
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"Sword  of  the  Loid  tLoA  oF  Qideop,*' 

tbe.  I.  3S2. 
"Svord  d[  Iha  Spirit,"  I.  171. 
Swords,  Mu.-Gea.  T.,  Folk's  comnde 

Kt  Wnt  Poiat,  I.  TS;  nuior-aenenl 


cnuils  •  dukltsr  to  tha  CniTSTBty, 
2S2.  £63;  po«itioD  of,  in  nnrd  to 
dininion,  313;  HceBioa  f«UD(  in 
324;  PdDi'i  uquunUinn  in,  3A3: 
pun  o[,  b  DopKtoiont  of  ths  Wort, 
3M;  nfety  of,  under  "Ibo  sword  of 
tbe  Lord,  sad  of  Cildsoa,"  302;  Pollt-> 


...  _  .  __.,  ..     !;  letter  from  Br>a 

to,  rsEARliD^  CbickuiuuAn  sod  Mis- 

lioDuy  Rides,  2t)S. 
Byknton.  Mo.,  Pillow's  sdvsnea  to,  II, 

12:  Grant  ordeis  troopK  to,  38. 
Byrtam,  tha  sdvuitaBn  ol.  I.  213. 

TmUhi,  iortnictioB  in,  I.  73. 
"Tslcing  in  hand."  I.  214,  21S. 
Tile-bomn,  Polk's  sltituda  lowsid,  I. 

21S.  II.  302. 
TulslOD,  Col.  Bsnsrtre.  on  Mecklsn- 

burc  sad  Rolun  Countiea,  I.  SjliM 


Tasker,  Barbus,  I 


coUor      _ 

Tssker.  Mscdalep,  h 


ODndiUon  of  nefi 


V^Lt' ' 


■pliiUdelphU 
itt«ndinc  the 
I.    181.   ,182; 


!,  I.  2;  CtiaTi- 

_._.__ B  of  ModIdc 

niu,  I.  3;  Duinied  to  Robsrt  Pollock, 
3. 
Tana,  provisiaag  of  Mscltlsaburs  Ro- 

TayloT.  John  Lewis,  chief  lustica  ^ 
North  CsmUoa,  I.  M. 

Taylor.  Oen.  Zschaiy.  Polk  likeoed  to, 
11.363. 

TaylonriUo,  Ky..  Polk  onlered  to 
oocupy,  II.  137;  Cleburne  ordond  to, 
137:  oceupied  by  Buell.  138.  142; 
Folk  ordem)  to  place  ona  Sank  on 
142.  143:  McCook's  position  at.  169. 

THunsten.  enthiiaiann  among,  II.  127. 

Teoimiciil  sohoots,  disadvantaces  at- 
tending, 1.  220. 

TeleauiK  lines,  destroyed  by  Bherman, 
)!.  ^;  rebuilt  by  Folk,  333. 

Tennessee,  WlUiam  Folk's  work  in  the 
present  Bute  of,  1. 40:  Willian  Polk's 

in.  SI:  William  Polk's  influonce  in, 
Gl;  lepreWDtatioB  in  the  White 
Houan.  SI:  Willinm  Polk's  interest 
in,  48;  travel  and  ncial  visits  in,  101, 
103.  IM:  Folk  prepares  to  setUe  In, 
146;  Journey  to,  148;  railnray  inlei^ 
Bta  in,  ISO;  tbe  bish(4>'>  loveTor. '  — 


in  east  Tennein,  4  et  aaq.;  Polk's 
efforts  to  eoneilials  the  inhabitanta 
of  east  Tiinn—ts,  5, 0;  Polk's  seheme 
at  eanfermce  betwseD  leaden  of  east 
and  west  Tennessee,  S,  S:  nuts  troons 
under  commapd  of  FtJlT,  7;  Pdk 
desires  to  raise  troopa  in,  11;  Zol^ 
icbffsr's  depenment  (n,  Ifl;  danger 
to  wst  Tennessee  from  Federal 
Bcoupation  of  Colambag,  21 :  dlissns 
of.  violate  neutrality  of  Kentucky. 

men  In>m.  2S:  the  seiiur^  of.  Ken- 

m]  aiposed  oot 


Z;  Kirby  Siiuib's  proposal  ea 
paigD  Into  middls  TenneBee,   I'tr, 
[dan  to  regsin  middle  Tenneasee.  123; 
ForreBt's  nperationa  in  middle  Ten- 
H«ee,,  l^;,disporition    of   Boell's 

Grant  and   Roeecrnni  commanding 
in  wait  Teoneasee.  123:  Buell  oom- 


124;  iJan  of  operatioiis  ii. 
TenHMieih  125;  postponei 
Bngg'a  plana  on  middle  T( 
12S;  reported  Fi"" — '  -"--- 
of  middle  Tenn. 


DMsehlsS;  Van  Dom  orderad  into 
wast  Tennessee,  132;  Bnm's  baa* 
In,  ISO;  retreat  of  ttw  Confedenilee 
to,  163;  Buell  threateng_the  Una  to 


toward      middle     Tannessee       160; 

rHard'  to.  170:  Buefl's  ¥orre  In 
middle  Tenncsaw,  171;  Biiell'eeflorta 
to  save  middle  Termwee  172:  Polk's 
proposal  to  mtrirt  J.  E.  Johneton 

the  retreat  from,  233;  eaitt  Tenoaaeee 
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458  INDEX. 

riakM to Um Fcdomk, aa^iBumnds  Polk's iatcnrt in,  ITO;  misntiou to, 

Lonoatraet'i  riCBgation  to  iwrer!  in  cLa  Univ^uWproieot,  33ielwi.; 

189;  Polk  prapo*M  tha  nnlnlu  oC,  pluu    of    Um    Fedanl    tovviuuent 

290; tiiapRCfl of, expendsd at Chiblu-  scaiiut,  33S. 

mulB,  305;  linooln'a  aniittr  for  Cba  Teiu,  biabop  of.  I.  340. 

■ecunty  of,  321;  Fcdenl  tdjon  in  Tlwrsr.   Col.   Sylvuus,   oomirarHiBnt 

mat  TsimeaBn  aguiut  Fomat  and  at  Wait  Point.  I.  71.  TSLPfKulian^ea 

Lea.    321;    Grant    quits    opentiona  ol  hia  redm,  78-86;  I^lk'a  criev- 

alonE  tha  bonlar,  321;  Grant'a  plau  anocaa^inat,  79-88;  leliiiDiH  aUnd- 

aeaiBaC,323:rcinFarce[DeatotarSher-  ini,   «0,   9fl;   opinion  of  PoUi,   94; 

man  (mm.  329;  Federal  advance  to  cranta    Polk    ■    furlough,    90.    97; 

Columbus  from.  329:  Polk's  division  Mendship  for  Polk,  99;  desin  tor 

""■■               ■            °             ■          -                                            ™         ,.,.„.«...         j_    J,'    j^gl 


eoarau  army,  ii.  d;  put  unner  ineoio^ca 

's  ordera,  3;  lack  of  equlpmont    Thoolonica-  - — ..  — .^_._— _„  _ 

in,  3.  tendiog,  I.  220:  influiHice  of.  240. 

TennewM  Mouolai™,  threatened  inva-  TliBOloiji^l  Bpminary,  Aleiandria,  gi 

Biona(the3oulh  through  tl>e.  II.  G.O.  trsni^  at.  I.  107;  diiigeDce  in  studii 

TeDDSoee  River.  II.  118,  218.  221.  233,  at,  108, 

234;  boundary  of  the  Department  of  Thibodoaiii.  La..  dioccHn  CoDveulio 

the  Wrat,  I.  38lf;  Palkentnialedw' ■  

the  defenae  of.  II.  30:  defense  of,  . 

37,  eo,  82;  Polk  ealla  Johoiliin'a  at-  ioma  naaniiimDn,  i,  mi. 

tontion  to  the  importance  of  iti  de-  Third  South  Carolina  Refriiuec 

lenses,  311,  3T;  boundary  line  oF  Polk's  William  Polk  comminionod 

command,  60;  report  on  dcfcnsos  of,  Thamss.  Maj.-Cen.  Oeoise  E 

by  Lieut.  Diion.  flO,  01:  Gmnt  and  stiona  a«ninat  CrittendoD  in 


Kentucky,  II.  OS:  Union  w.. 
■-"■    '    'a  NaahviUe,  li 


I^>pe'a  plan  of  operations  on  tl: 

Federaroperationeon  the.  75,  84,  88;  130:  march  to  NaahviUe.  163;  nur- 

Federal  stronsth  on,  77;  iuproumity  suit  of  Polk  by.   103:  commanding 

a    threat   to   Corinth,    87;    Fodorai  Crittenden's  corps,  168,  100;  in  battle 

poution  on,  02:  InpoKraphj-  of.  near  nf  Murfreeaboro,  17S,  181,  185,  192; 

Httabuig  Landing.  92:^topo(^ph^  hia   Ifwdera   at    MurftomboRi,    179; 

— , „Jsat- 

„  -. __-„-  Jt  Chattii-  tacking,  238:  nraggdccidrs  toattack, 

Doovn,  125;  eixmcd  by  Draflg,  171;  238;     BnLgg'a     movement     aaaiast. 

Federal  crossing  at  Caperlon's  Ferry,  foihxl,    2.19;    Hindman'i    nnentinna 

234;  Federal  orosang  of,  234,  235;  against,  in  MrLemore'i 

situation  ol  Chntlanooga  on,   235:  in  communication  vith 

cmsNid  by  Critl4!nden,  237:  impor-  240;   Polk   wntrhing,  2 

239;  Polk's  poation  on.  283:  Gran 


of  the  country  brticonCoilnthanX        movonicnls     before     Chicici 

"~:    Federal   engineerinR   works   bo-        ~-   --       ' 

een  C^DTinth  and.  118:  erossod  by 


battle  of  Chicknn 


■isnT 


inbattleof  Bdmonl.  1L40.  to    Chattanoom.    283:    movement-, 

TcTTacina.  1.  134.  poaitiona,  ate.,  in  Meridian  campnign, 

Territorioa.  viewa  on  alavery  in  the.  I.  321,  324;  letter  from  Grant.  outHn- 

224.  ing  Shermnn'a  campaign,  322,  335; 

Terror.  ■  arena  of,  I.  207.  ordered  to  rodperato  Kith  Bhemian, 

Teiaa,  in  Bishop  Polk'a  field  ol  mis-  321.  323;  ordenid  to  threaten  John- 

■onatjr  work,  I.  157:  rough  cipcri-  etoD   at    nalton.   335;    makca  feint 

GDcea  ID.  161;  epiacopai  work  in.  150;  upon  Dalton.  335.  336. 

t;  rapid  cipannoa  of,  157;  the  Thompson  Medical  Sehool,  at  the 
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Oen.  Irtt,  btraHes  Fed«nl  Troon,   Folk'i  demuid*  for,   II.    18; 

unmi  lu  Minouri,  II.  30;  Fnmont'M  Iwk  ol,   ei-63;   Polk  calla  od   tba 

flfforti  to  drive  him  from  ooutbeAst  Btata  lor,  70;  diaoont«nt  unoog,  At 

Miaeotiri.  37;   poBJUoii,  3Bi  Grnnt'i  delw  of  rHufDneinooU,  S7;  cbHiful 

■novamont  BEK^it,  42.  giint  amoDc.  36fi.  3M;  the  Dam  of 

TboDip«on,    Cn].    WiUiam,  colonel   of  Polk's    deatb    uonDI,    3741    Polk's 

n«i>n«>t  of  Bouth  Carolina  rangen.  populaiitr  irith,  389, 

I.   12;  eommanda  the  Third  Bouth  TuUfiboniK,  Tenn.,  Haidfs  ti 

CBioUna  Resiin«°t,  3H;  bin  subriiiuet.  It.  ISA;  bsadiiuarten  ntabL. 

3S:    relievHi    Col.     WilUamwn    at  lOTi  Hardtie  at,  ZOO;  Polk  at,  203, 

Nlnety-eii.  3S;  upCuns  Loyaliits  on  206,  213, 219;  Bram  at,  2Di;  a  hone- 

Rmdy  River,  3B.  raoe  uid  loummMnt  at,  2(H;  torti- 

ThnmpBon  Modii^al  Hall,  erxeUDD  of.  at  ficatioDi  of,   212,    217;   raUload    to 

tbe  Univeruty  of  the  South.  1.  267.  ChatlsnooEa  from,  2IS;  Confedarats 

Tbomwell, ,  viaiffl  on  wfueation,  positinn  at.  217.  218;  Bragg  daoidn 

I.  267.  to  fi«bt  M.  220:  the  Coal^nlt  Hoe 
Tilghman,  Rnic.-Oen,  Lloyd,  euggBated  at.    220;    Richmond's  aot«  on  tbe 

by  P<?lk  for  defonw  of  CumSeiland  Bitiutioo  at.  220-222;    firaa'a  oon- 

and  Teoneawe  rivoia,   11.   37;  eup-  ditioo  during  rotreat  from.  U4i  Pne. 

ported  by  Polk.  01;  in  command  ol  Davis'g  inveatigaCIon    of  dbcontenC 

defenses  of  Tennanw  and  Cumbai^  asauut  Biagg  at.  315. 

liuid  rivers,  61.  Tullkboina  csmpaiin,  the,  II.  ZI7-Z32. 

Tolerance,  relij^iu.  I.  ISO.  Tupelo,  Miss.,  Beaurecard  withdrawa 

Tombigbee  River.  Folk  plans  to  secure  bis  anny  to,  II.  117. 

big  inlantry  and  artillciry  behind.  II.  Turner  and  Hamilton,    plantation   of, 

328;   Polk  plans  to   cros^  329;^  Fot-  1.    189, 

™Slieman'«  moving  to.  332;  Polk  etc.,  in  baufc' of  the  IBth,  II.  250; 

rocronna,  335.        _  Polk's  presence  at.  early  on  tbe  20tb, 

in  Sou^  Carolina.  I.  20.                     '  "Tyler."  the,  Federal  gunboat,  II.  30. 

Tomado,sdiBuln>u>.I.206,2a7.  Tyncr's  Station,  HiU's  posiUon  at,  11. 

Torpedoes,  use  of.  in  defense  of  the  233. 

Missisdpin.  II.  70,  71.  Type  and  prophecy  mania,  the,  I.  13S. 
Toulon.  I.  13«. 

Toumamrat  in  camp,  a,  II.  313.  Union,  icSueDce  of  raUireyB  Id  cenwtit- 

Tract,  importance  of  a  obance  reading  ing  tbe,  I.  150, 

of  a.  I.  SS  ct  eeq.  Union   Centnl   CoRimiCtee    (of    Ken- 

Tiacti.  letter  to  Mcllvaine  on  tbe,  I.  tueky).   proclamation    of  neutralitir 

TrBDB-Missiaaippi  Army,  Folk's  dears  Umon  City.  Tenn.,  assembling  troopa 

to  connect  with  the,  II.  2110.  at,  I,  352;  headquarters  of  Qeneral 

Tians-Miseissippi  Department,  the.  II.  Clark,   II.  S:  forces  st,   9:  Clark's 

122.  command  moved  from  Corinth   to, 

TraDsportation,  insuHicient.  blamed  for  17;  troope  moved  on  Columbus  From, 

DragE's  dohiyi  belonj  Shilah.  I[.  97.  19;  rendsivous  of  Federal  troops  at, 

Tiench«,  suffering  in  the,  II,  3,  330, 

Trenton,  N,  J..  Liberty  Ball  tnuulened  Union  i>  -trengtb.  I,  233,  234.  237,  240- 

to,  1,  14,  242,282, 

Trenton.  Tenn,.  Federal  occupation  of.  United  ConledeTate  Veteraos,  pioosed- 

II,  235;  disuncc  from  Chattanooga,  ings  ol.  II.-209,  note, 

238;  terminus  of  the  Will's  Valley  United  States,  influence  of  railnyi  od, 

Kith,  237,       '  ^1;  lack  of  university  education  in 

Triennial  General  Convention   (1S4I)  1831,    221;   sectional   cbaracierialics 

of  tbe  Church,  t.  178.  and  dan^n,  223:  tbe  colleges  of.  259; 

Trin,    Urig,-Gen,,    movements,    pos-  allegiBnce  of  citisons  to.  302;  a  mag- 

tiona.  etc.,  in  tbe  battle  of  tbe  lOUi,  nificent  government  etnicture,  310, 

11.251.253.  311:  Ibe  geographical  bt^undaries  of 

Trinity  Chuteh.  New  Orieiuia.  rector-  the,  in  tbeir  relation  to  tbe  Church, 

ship    of,    1,    200;    Fulton    ordained  316  et  se<i. 

deacon  in,  211;  Ifnnidaa  Polk  roclor  United  SUtes  army,  William  Polk  ap- 

of,  308;  John  Fulton,  rwlor,  3flfl,  370,  pmnted  a  brigadier-general  in,  I,  4S; 

Triune.  Tenn..  Hardee  commands  left  requirement   of   eervico   from    West 

-  —  Point  cadets,  09;  question  of  Folk's 
lischarge  from,  99;  aouthsm  neiR- 
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Unit«d  SUtH  CoDcrHB.  prap«ed  Kml- 
UtioD  in  aumbcn  of  oadeti  lor  Wsgt 
Point,  Co  be  Bllowed  to  mernben  □[, 

i.  78;   Polk'l  vial   to  %>"■  Hnimm  nf. 

110,Ill:vDt»o[Kenti 


EmDcbed.'SM 
■  oi,  MounUiD,  2' 
iben        patriotic  »DtJ 


■  for,  Mi:  KB 


United  Stilsi  Miliuiry  Aciulemy.  8oe 
Wb«i   POIITT. 

United  SUMs  Sewte.  Trugtan  Polli  ■ 
member  of.  I.  i:  eonfirRU  WiUiam 
Polk  u  Buperviwr  □(  iDtem&l  nvenue 
lor  di<tHct  of  Nonh  Cuvlina,  47; 
oonlirms  Willum  Polk'i  inpointnwnt 
M  bri^iadior-ROQerflJ   in   tna   United 

UnivRwl  SufFnee.  vieva  od,  I.  233. 

UaiveniitifA.  AdvuitAgpA  of,  L 

Univanitio  of  Buropc.  I.  220. 

Univonity  o[  MiniHippi.  Polk'i  intai- 
ot  io,  I.  Z27. 

Uoivsraty  o[  North  CarolinB.  Qov. 
I^wain  tbfl  Prondent  of,  I.  3(1,  2.15; 
Polk'i  entnoce  it.  M:  itudent  life 
St,  85-08;  Polk'i  iEtewrt  in,  47,  227; 
fears  in,  of  int«rferenw  with,  by  t)ie 
Univenity  of  tlie  South,  ZIQ.  257; 
Vint  to.  256.  2S7. 

Univpraity  of  Nuhville,  origin.  I.  47. 

Uniremity  of  f^wanee,  proposed  ituna 
for  the  Univenity  ot^lhe  South,  I. 
252. 

UDivenrity  of  the  Bouth,  the  idea,  ita 
(Towth.  unu.  eK.,  I.  210.  222.  226- 
228.  231,  262-266;  beeinninc  work 
on  the,  218;  no  eectioDiilum  in  the 
dan,  222  at  nq.:  function  of  ths 
Protaelwit  Episnjnal  Churrh  in 
eatabliihing.  2&,  226;  its  benefit  to 
necnles.  226. 22T:praparaIiny  Khnolg 
(-,  -HO.  l~r...«eUp(.  229;  Hhenw  of 
r,   •m;  buUdingi  for. 

ure.  220;  akt.  Bciencea. 
ilturc.  220;  long  vai'a- 

itagea  of,  230;  hMton- 
1;  oBlionil  bcnelit  of. 


Polk's  ai^iesl  to  Southern  binhops 
for  (oaperation  in  the  University 
project.  232-235, 326;  proposed  meet- 
Ini  in  favor  oi.  234:  rereption  of 
Polk's  appeal.  234.  235;  Polk'i  ac- 
tivity in  pnunotinf.  236  et  seq.; 
letters  to  Bishop  Elliott  in  regard  to. 


245;  patriotigm 
■,'  248-25a! 


of  Txard  at  Montgomer^^ 

tain.  248;  m-clBration  of  Prinn~pi( 


nniuition,  265-267;  work  of  the 
theoloKical  depsrtmoDt.  206;  its 
scmuilcvi,  sims,  standards,  surround- 
inis.  and  buildinr<.  200,  207;  present 
rondition,  200.  267:  lollowa  ideas  of 
buildioKs  of  Maadslrn  Collcce.  Ox- 
lord.  267;  name,  270;  eonstitution 
and  itatutea  of.  270-297:  Polk's 
labors  for,  just  prerrdinit  the  out- 
break of  the  wsr,  2«8  et  se<i.;  Polk 
derliim  the  offire  of  sftent  lor  the. 
361;  Polk's  cipectatJOD  of  eocaginc 
Prof.  Bled.'ne  for  thi'.  382. 


I.  T.  Bledsoe's  posKii 
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Urqnhut,  CoL  David,  Br*(i'>  print* 
■asntaiy.  II.  320. 

VaocinatUiD.  ipiritiu],  I.  195,  19S. 
Vsllsy  Focn.  Thcmiu  Polk  It,  I.  14; 
nwEnoriflT  to  Mclotoflh  brigftde.  14, 

willioni  'PoLk  La  irialer  quarUn  at, 

VsUoy  BMUo,   Palk'a   letter   to  Pr«. 

Dsvia  aa  tbn  defenw  uf.  [.  352. 
V&lnu.  pemntage  of  la«  it.  II.  2X7. 
Vui  BuTED,  Mutia,  visit  to.  I.  103. 
Vad  BumD.  Ark.,  muHooary  viat  to, 

I.  187. 

Van  Ckjve,  Bric.-Oen.  Horatio  P.,  in 
battle    of    MurlnmboTD,     II.     179; 

of  Chickunuuga,  250,'  252','  289,  270, 

2TS,27S. 
Vandaliam  in  wu,  condaniDed  by  Polk 

aitd  Gnmt.  II.  48. 
Van  Dam,  Maj.-Gon.  Earl,  cnrpa  of, 

II.  117;  chanted  with  vaCching  Grant 
and  with  Iha  defeiuc  at  the  Muais- 
sppi  River,  122;  loft  to  commaDd  in 

troopa  Irom  his  command,  123; 
ordered  to  move  againat  Qrant,  124; 


7.  461 

of,  Matnutad  wHh  tboaa  of  Mb* 
Kn^.iu<j  7;  Oea,  Qmane  driven  into, 
20;  promliw  MaiitaBce  to  Qen,  Qatea, 
42;  the  Colonintion  Sooiety  in,  112, 
113;  tb*  alavay  qiwgtjon  in,  113; 
honebaek  tour  through,  127:  edue^ 
Uoniil  wptk  of  CoL  Smith  In,  2S7; 


u>uth*eHi  Virginia.  147;  LonAstm 
withdrawn   fniin,   245;   Lonatreet 
propoaition  R«arding,  289,  290;  n 
insC  of  Longnreet  toward,  31G. 
Virginia ---      


Bur  11, 


defeated  at  Cnrinlh  snd  luL... , 

charged  with  diaobedieace  of  ordera, 
132:  Bragg'a  complaintg  of  his  inac- 
tion, 132,  133;  opinion  ot  Pnn.  Davis 
on  charpg  uaiiut,  132,  133;  oper- 

Vau^An.  6ol.  A.  j7in*i>attle  of  Mur- 
freesbom.  II.  184;  galiont  charge  oF, 
1B4. 

Venua  de  Medici.  I.  137. 

Vemillea.  Kirby  Smith  ordered  to.  II. 
149:  Bragii'i  troopa  at.  146,  Llfl; 
Polk  or£red  to  move  to.  150: 
Withera  ordend  to.  ISO;  Hardee'g 
adviee  tngnrding  movement  on.  151. 


■^ni,''lJliSJy  ( 


127:    Virfpnia  troopa.  i 


battle  ol  Chicka- 


luga.  II.  250. 
'iailatiomi,  the  flrrt,  I, 

■econd.  inz-ieii:  the  third,  165-172. 
'alunt«n>.  difficulty  of  raian«  in  the 

CoDfedsFKle  army,  II.  15. 


"fns, ' 


Pembcrton  besieEod  in.  221:  F 
MePhcr^  at.  ^:  iSernmn' 'i 


Walker.  Gen.  Klanihall.  appaiated  to 
the  defense  of  the  MiniiHppi.  II.  S2. 

Walker.  MnL-Gen.  W.  H.  f..  ordered 
to  concentrate  at  Utayette.  II.  237; 
movements  and  positions,  orders  rel- 
ative thereto,  ete.,  before  and  during 
tbe  battle  ol  Chigkamauga,  237.  240, 
241, 243.  246-252.  2.'i7, 25S.  207, 270- 
274,  277.  27S.  286,  293,  294,  303. 304 ; 
visit!  Polk  at  heedqiiertem,  257.  258; 


Virginia,  migration  of  Thomaa 
through.  I.  4:  sentiment  of  pmi 
of,  toward  Great  BrilAin.  7;  rer 
boniBge  to  Charlea.  II.  7;  eolo 


i        Station,  II 
I    Wallace,    B: 
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BTBt^Llh, 


tloiu  with  raiDn 
'  DOen,  IS,  SO;  i 
;  kiUsd,  icW. 

,  CoLV.  D..  pnnnU  tha  Wklth 
norial  Hall  to  the  Uuivgnity  of 


r.  Col.  J.  D..  ohief  c 


WebnarTDanisl. 
Weddinrday,  wu 
WeddiDci.  Da0To. 
Wellinitoa,  percgc 
loorii.  287: 


.188710 


of.  II.  363. 


War  BHured,  I.  3 


n  bntUs  of  Chioka- 

...  — . ^.J  of  HnuluoIJna,  48; 

one  any  to  nttle  a.  51. 

Wtmrni^,  Tean.,'HanI«  nmoved  to. 

II.  197;  H.rdiw->  posilion  at,  217. 
Washing  dirt.v  linen  in  public,  I.  216. 

S  l£)  R^lling^l',  r  101."™"™° 

Wuhincton.  D.  C  William  Polk  vinta 

Andrew  Jackun  at.  I.  S2,  S.1;  Jsfk- 


to.  387,  388. 
Wsstan  DepartmBit,  Bcaurenrd  u- 

■umn  command  of  tba  Fint  Diviaioa 

of  tbe,  II.  86. 
Woat    Point,    Leonidaa   Polk'i   return 

borne  on  (urlouKh  (mm,  I.  G2;  Polk 

appointed  to  cadetsbip  at,  66;  pvti- 


id  «.rly  ]i\ 


78    et    anq.: 
11  Bl.71:  ll?r. 


11.  3!W. 
Waahinjcton,  nenne,  commandi  Army 
of  tha  Nonh,  I.  i;1i  Thomaa  Polk'* 
aHoriation   with,   13,    15:   intriiun 
Msinat.  15,  16;  Tbomaa  Polk  nSgra 

34;,WillBm  Folk  joini,  40;  nurehss 

^iev  FDr^'40;'noininat(^WimBm 
Polk  M  -upcrviaor  ol  inlernal  revenue 
for  the  diathiH  of  North  C^arolinn,  47; 


ter,  varrity  of,  in  PrafEs'i  Kentucky 

lerac  Rivfr,'l.'33. 

L«rloo.  Ala..  bDiindarr  of  Deport- 

>ent  No.  2.  II.  1. 

l«rlDO.  Belgium,  perrcntiwe  of  ion 


iS"."'"' 


be  educalsd 
»,  19;  puDianmenw  av  70.  82-84; 
eaplonaga  at,  70,  80;  regulatian  «> 


at  c'liminntioB  "of,  1820,  85-88:  Dr* 
McIIvaine'a  chaplainry.  88  et  esq.: 
ehapel  maBDen  and  eurtoma.  80.  02, 
03;  revival,  80;  a  "praying  >quad,^ 
SO;  low  tidr  of  relJEion,  00;  a  baptism 
at.  03;  Polk  anpointed  orderly  Mr- 
ceant.  03.  94;  breakiajr  up  old  tm- 
ditionn.  03,  ft);  Polk  lamenu  the 
■hortneai  of  the  roun»,  OS;  eumina- 


WbIKtwo,  Henrv.  pcn-pirtiire  of  Polk 
on  thQ  battle-lipld.  II.  .1.^,  353. 

Waihaw,  H,  C„  Cc.mwaliiVs  proctama- 
tioo  at,  1.  22. 

Waihaw  Rh-or,  I,  17;  Tarloton's  raid 
U|xm  the,  46,  107. 

Wraith,  viewa  on  an  ariatorraey  of.  I. 


of  Polk  B 

Confedera 

We>t  Point, 


154;  diaadvantaieii  ol  the  ex- 


auRht  at.  3G2:  friendilup 


Sooy  Hmith'a  ntnat  fn 
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._..__.      8«  TEHHuam. 

Weilord  County.  IrelBDd,  naideom  of 
John  DeTsraui.  1.  189. 

WhartoD,  Col,  Jahii  A.,  reporta  u  to 
Buell's  movementg,  II.  137.  138.  143. 
146:  holds  Buell  in  eh«k,  148;  in 
battle  ol  Penyville.  15H,  IGTi  in 
bsltle  of  Murfrewboro.  170. 

Wfawt  brcul.  a  ranty  at  R«ks.  II,  362, 

Whseler.  Col.  Jcaeph,  coioroanda  bri- 


A.  II  1 


:.  125; 
o(  ihitlneJi 


jamnund  In  middl 
lolds  Rupll  in  chwli 
i  cavnlry  of  Hardee' 


EX.  463 

Adam*  'to,  on  Mecklenbura  Declara- 

lioD  of  IndsModaDce.  67,  08, 
Wmisma,    CoL    Jobn.    VaUey    Form 

mamorlBl.  I.  15,  not«. 
Williams.  Lc-Col.  Jos.,  rigu   iwiwst 

(or  Thomu  Folk'!  appolntnwnt  to 

S»luhury  Diatricl.  1.  SO. 
WUIianuon,  Col.,  defeat  of,  by  Tory 

troape  Bt  CHmbridec  and  Nliwty-«iL. 

I.  li:  besised  at  Smety-«<.  3S. 
WUIiabura.  Ky..  Polk'i  cavalry  cover- 
ing. II.  14G;  MoCook'a  poitioD  near. 


235;  Fedeml  movemai 
Federal  advance  ui 
thniuKh,  237;  McCool 


n  o(.  II. 


the    eneiny.     223;    Wiln 


Wheeler.    I.t.-Gen..   e 

drew  at  ChAttanoa 

Wheeled,    Capt.   J.    I 


il  HUl's  aubardinate^.  2i 
note  from  Hill  to  Folk.  2 


na.  letter  to  Mn.   Polk.   11. 
>3;  Buciw»r  m  Biiihop  Polk. 

on.  N.  C.  Thonuu  Polk  win- 


Wilivii.  RrlK.^Gen,  Claun 
II.  24^.' 


Wheelinn,   Va..  Gen.  Gsmctt 

near  I.  ASS. 
While,  Col.  T.  W„  commandii 

RK>re':i  brigade,   II.    190:  re 

White  Houne,'  the,  Cn!.  Thnmi 

rendeDee  at  Ch&rlottc,  I.  23 

White  Hnu-ie.  Wa»hiniiton,  <lil 

"  '>nofthe.I.im.llO; 

ua  Polk  at.  IK3. 

.  .   _.  JI.  'l, 
Whiltingham.    Rl.    Rev,   William    R., 

sermon  by.  I,  165. 
Wlromico  lUver.  I.  3. 
Wilder,  Brig.-<ion.  J.  T.,  attacks  PoK- 

etc..  in  battle  of  ChickamauBB,  200, 
2711.  276. 

for  FODtest  iritb  Conmllis's  troops, 

Wilkinson  mad,  II.  IW;  Roacci 
form*tian  on.  ISI :  Withers'!  pa 
oD.  IH2;  retreat  ol  Federals  <n 


eX'ba'ttle'of,  II.  1 
■    i.thetrw 

9^107.  _ 

ne  M^  d' 


'illo.    140,    150; 

^in  pSk.'l'S; 

captures  part  of  tiill's  train,  150;  re- 
mflsd  to  Harrodsbure,  150;  sent  to 
reinforce  Kiiby  Smith,  174^  in  baCIlo 
of  Miirfreeeboro,  1«2  184.  IMt.  104, 
■OS:  k«  at  MurfrBaaboro.  104:  (ecl- 
inv  toaard  Bnuu.  194.  165:  conxults 
vith  Cheatham  u  to  Rraiqc'i  eireular 
letter.  IftO:  proteit  addrensed  to 
Bm!g.  100.  2&.  206;  viait  lo  Polk, 
2i;i:  At  aervire  in  camp.  214;  ordered 
to  duty  at  MonWi  ' '       


duplicate   orders   t 
eommaDdeTS.'I1.  3(i 

Wlllinma.   John.    II, 
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Wood.  Brig.-Qen.  ThomM  J.,  !n  battle    Yadkin  RivBr.  tbe,  I.  4;  Tboraw  Folk'i 
of  MurtreoibDni.  II.  179,  ISS;  move-        camp  on,  U. 
™niit   podtioru.  etc.,  in  battle  of    Yanry,  B..  I.  110, 

nauga.   2S1.  253,   209.   275-    Vmikw  scoDomy,  I.  81.      . 

"aioo  City.  Misa.  Foderal  moveDimt4 
at.  II.  325.  328. 
uoD  River.  Fedaral  movamenb  on, 

silow  fevar,  outbreak  of.  I.  20S,  200. 

l-omt.  I.  71,  7*;  applinHion  218. 

sdon  of  hiB  brothac  to  Weal    York.  Capt. ,  captured  by  WilUam 

Point.  78;  Polk-i  prewnl  u>,  74;  in  Polk,  I.  3B. 

the  Meiinn  war.  74.  York.  Ena.,  Tint  to.  I.  144. 

Wright,  .  oegro  bUckunith,  dwtb  York.   Pa„  Continental  Congitaa  ad- 

of,  1.  205.  JauTDfld  to.  1.  14. 

Wright,  Geo.  Ciafta  J.,  rscoUections  of  York,    Va.,  eipocted    battle    near,    1. 

Mcllvaine.  1.80.  3S9. 

Wright,   Brii.-Gen.   Hontio  O.,  com-  Yorktoirn,  Va.,  visitJof  the  troops  at. 

manding  in  central  and  eaatern  Ken-  I.  355,  359. 

tucky,  11,123,  124;  oppoaedloKirtiy  Young.  Rev.  John  Ftwimao,  blahop  o( 

8mit1i,  124;  eoninian<dinK  at  Clocin-  Florida.  I.  202;  rerord  o(  Prniton'i 

nsU,  134;  anaiting  Morgan  at  Cia-  apeecli  at  laying  of  UniverMly  corner- 

cinnati,  135.  utooe,  202. 

WuribuTg,  percentage  of  loea  at,  II.  287.  Youth,  coneciouanua  of,  in  early  min- 
istry, I.  123. 

"X."  theletlerugiied,I.216,2I0.  ZollicoSer.  Gen.,  character.   II.  4,  5; 

Yale  College.  Hamilton  Polk  leavea,  I.        sTdwi'artme™  in  fonMsJJ,  lefde- 

tivi  lo,'237,  243;  advantage!  over        Kentucky,  20. 

Boutberu  colleges,  238.  Zurich,  peroentagn  ol  lo«  at,  II.  2S7. 
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